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under the House Republicans’ plan 
would have been Medicaid bene-
ficiaries. 

That is right. Despite candidate 
Trump’s assurances that ‘‘everybody’s 
going to be taken care of much better 
than they’re taken care of now,’’ the 
Republican bill would have cut funding 
to Medicaid—a vital safety net pro-
gram that ensures that our seniors, 
people with disabilities, pregnant 
women, and families with children 
have access to the healthcare they 
need. On top of that, the Republican 
plan would have driven up the costs of 
premiums, with older and sicker people 
having experienced the deepest in-
creases. 

Indeed, the healthcare debate has 
long been predicated on lies—lies that 
‘‘well over 90 percent of what Planned 
Parenthood does’’ is provide abortion 
services, the lie that women rely on 
birth control only because they are 
sexually promiscuous, the lie that the 
Affordable Care Act is collapsing under 
its own weight when, in fact, the 
Trump administration and the Repub-
licans here in Congress have been doing 
everything they can do to sabotage it. 

Then there is the tax debate. Over 
the last year, Republicans have repeat-
edly claimed that they would advance 
policies that are designed to benefit 
middle-class families, not the wealthy. 
President Trump pledged not to forget 
the ‘‘forgotten men and women of our 
country.’’ Steve Mnuchin, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, promised that 
the Republican tax plan would help the 
middle class. He vowed that any tax 
cuts for upper income earners would be 
offset by getting rid of deductions that 
benefit the wealthy. That is what he 
said, that ‘‘there will be no absolute 
tax cut for the upper class.’’ Again, 83 
percent of the benefits in the Repub-
lican tax bill go to the richest 1 per-
cent. What he said is not true. 

Just the other day, the White House 
Press Secretary claimed that President 
Trump, himself, will pay more because 
of this bill. We don’t know exactly 
what the effect will be on his personal 
finances because the White House has 
refused to release his tax returns. They 
have claimed in another lie that he 
cannot release them because they are 
under audit. You can release tax re-
turns while you are under audit. What 
we do know is that tax breaks in the 
Republican bill for real estate devel-
opers like President Trump and his 
family will save him millions upon mil-
lions of dollars. 

I could go on and on. 
Before I came to the Senate, I was 

known as something of an obsessive on 
the subject of honesty in public dis-
course, but as I leave the Senate, I 
have to admit that it feels as though 
we are losing the war on truth. Maybe 
it is already lost. If that is the case, if 
that is what happens, then we have lost 
the ability to have the kinds of argu-
ments that have helped to build con-
sensus—I see LAMAR ALEXANDER here; 
we have done that on the HELP Com-

mittee; I thank the chairman for when 
we have done that—or at least to have 
helped the American people make in-
formed choices about the issues that 
affect their lives. 

So what is to be done? Who will stand 
up and fight for a more honest debate— 
to insist that even though we have a 
different set of opinions, we cannot 
honorably advance our competing 
agendas unless we use the same set of 
facts? I hope that my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle will stand up for 
truth. The thing is, I have spent 
enough time with my Republican 
friends over the last 81⁄2 years to know 
that they are motivated by values just 
like Democrats. I just hope that they 
will fight for those values forthrightly. 

At the end of the day, it is going to 
be up to the American people just as it 
has always been. We will always have 
the democracy we deserve, if not the 
government we want. It is going to 
take ordinary Americans deciding to 
become more informed consumers of 
political news and opinion and deciding 
that they are willing to be a part of the 
argument themselves instead of, sim-
ply, tuning out all of the noise. If they 
do, I know that we will get this coun-
try back on track. 

In October, 15 years after we lost 
Paul, I took to the Senate floor to re-
member him and to celebrate his life. 
Paul understood better than anyone I 
know the meaning and the power of 
politics, and I think he would have a 
lot to say about where we find our-
selves today. 

Paul said: 
Politics is not about power. Politics is not 

about money. Politics is not about winning 
for the sake of winning. Politics is about the 
improvement of people’s lives. 

Even in the face of everything that is 
happening today, I still believe in 
Paul’s words: ‘‘Politics is about the im-
provement of people’s lives.’’ I know 
those words to be true because I know 
that the American people still believe 
in justice and equality and oppor-
tunity, and I see evidence of that every 
day. 

I saw it in January when more than 
4 million people across the United 
States joined in the Women’s March. 
They stood in solidarity with their 
mothers and sisters and daughters and 
wives. 

I saw it later that same month after 
President Trump issued an Executive 
order that sought to ban travelers from 
Muslim-majority countries from enter-
ing our country. Hundreds of lawyers 
responded to the call to help. They 
rushed to airports and offered their 
services in support of affected families. 

I saw it in May when a transgender 
boy in Wisconsin who was discrimi-
nated against by his school had the 
courage to take them to court, and he 
won. 

I saw it in September when tens of 
thousands of Americans mobilized in 
opposition to attempts to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act and succeeded in 
killing the bill. 

I also saw it at the ballot box when 
voters in Virginia and Alabama re-
sisted the temptation to give in to 
anger and cynicism and, instead, exer-
cised their right to vote. 

‘‘Politics is about the improvement 
of people’s lives.’’ The American people 
know that to be true, and they fill me 
with hope for our country. 

Thank you. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

FISCHER). The Senator from Minnesota. 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 

I ask for 3 minutes to talk about my 
colleague. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized. 

f 

TRIBUTES TO AL FRANKEN 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 
you heard in Senator FRANKEN’s clos-
ing words the passion he has for all of 
the work that he has done in this 
Chamber and for the people of our 
State. You saw the love that he has for 
his family—for Franni—and the love 
that he has for his staff. They are not 
good staff; they are wonderful staff. 

I think about all of the legacies that 
AL will leave. One of them is his staff, 
to whom he has been so devoted. An-
other is all of the work he has done for 
veterans, the work he has done for 
healthcare with the medical loss 
ratio—one of the major achievements 
in the Affordable Care Act. One is the 
work he has done, way ahead of his 
time, for the LGBTQ community, and 
another is the work he has done for our 
Tribal communities. That was his No. 1 
ask when he arrived in the Senate—to 
be on the Indian Affairs Committee. 
That is not what other people ask for. 
He did that. Another is the work he did 
on bullying in schools. For the kids 
who had no voice, he gave them a 
voice. Another is the work he did in 
carrying on Paul Wellstone’s work for 
those with mental illness. 

When I think about what I will miss 
about AL, I will miss, first of all, how 
he defied expectations when he got 
elected. I think about all of those head-
lines that he mentions in his book. No 
matter what he did in the first few 
years he was in office, they would read 
with things like: AL FRANKEN passes a 
bill. That’s no joke. AL FRANKEN gets 
reelected. That’s no joke. Yet he still 
carried on and defied expectations 
every single day that he was here. 

Another thing I will miss is all of the 
Senators approaching him in his first 
few weeks in office with their bad 
jokes, which he would smile at, and 
then he would later tell me they were 
not good jokes. 

Another thing I will always miss 
about AL is the passion he had for his 
work. I think many people were cap-
tivated by the pointed questioning of 
witnesses and nominees in the last 
year, but it was that kind of focus that 
he took to all of his work when he 
would examine policies he thought 
were good or bad. He never gave up on 
that. 
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The other thing I will greatly miss is 

sitting next to AL in the Judiciary 
Committee. While he would do the seri-
ous work, he would never miss an op-
portunity to show me or Senator DUR-
BIN or Senator WHITEHOUSE or anyone 
near him the latest pictures of his 
grandchildren and his family or, 
maybe, the doodles that he did of Sen-
ator GRASSLEY. 

The other thing I will miss greatly is 
the way he would talk about Paul 
Wellstone. Today, he managed to do it 
without crying, but so many times, 
whenever he would talk about Paul, he 
would start to cry. He would do it in 
private, and he would do it in public 
because he understood the legacy that 
Paul left behind and the burden that 
we all have to carry it on. 

One thing I know, as you heard in his 
last speech, is that when AL leaves 
here, he will not be quieted in any way. 
His work will live on, and his voice will 
be stronger than ever. I think the last 
call of action that he left us with of the 
war for truth—for truth in what we do 
and for truth in our politics—is some-
thing that no one should forget in this 
Chamber. It is one way that AL’s work 
will live on because I know he will 
keep calling people on the truth. 

While I will no longer be sitting next 
to him in Judiciary, I know we will 
stay friends forever. I thank Senator 
FRANKEN so much for his work. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-

sistant minority leader. 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 

years ago, a man with a famous name 
aspired to be President of the United 
States. Critics dismissed this idea as 
ridiculous. One of the leading political 
columnists of the day wrote that the 
man’s initials stood for ‘‘Feather Dust-
er Roosevelt, a lightweight’’—nothing 
to him. 

AL FRANKEN’s decision to run for a 
seat in this Senate from Minnesota was 
met in many quarters with the same 
sort of mockery. 

Many people said: He is a comedian. 
He doesn’t have the knowledge or the 
skill or the patience or the vision to be 
a lawmaker. You can’t joke your way 
into the Senate. 

The pundits were wrong about FDR. 
He was one of our greatest Presidents 
during one of our darkest hours. 

Madam President, the doubters were 
wrong about AL FRANKEN too. AL 
FRANKEN has been my friend, my per-
sonal friend, for more than two dec-
ades. For the last 7-plus years, he has 
been my colleague in the Senate. He 
has been a credit to the Senate, a pas-
sionate advocate for his home State of 
Minnesota, a defender of our Constitu-
tion, and a determined fighter for jus-
tice. He became a better Senator every 
year. His work in the Senate has made 
life for millions of people better in 
Minnesota and far beyond. He and his 
dedicated staff can take pride in that 
fact. AL FRANKEN has been and I am 
sure will continue to be an effective 
champion for those whose daily strug-

gles too often go unnoticed and 
unaddressed in the places of power. 

During his time in the Senate, AL 
FRANKEN has always been there when 
his Senate colleagues asked for help. 
He was one of the most sought-after 
voices in our party. He never failed to 
pack a bag, catch a plane, and spend 
another night away from his family to 
help each and every one of us. 

Twenty years ago, when I first met 
him, he was this well known, successful 
comedian on ‘‘Saturday Night Live’’ 
who happened to play the role of a fel-
low named Paul Simon, a Senator from 
Illinois who was my predecessor. Paul 
Simon invited AL FRANKEN to come to 
Makanda, IL. It is not even close to 
Chicago. He agreed on a Sunday after-
noon to be there on behalf of my cam-
paign, although we had never met, and 
he came. He limped onto Paul Simon’s 
front porch, saying: ‘‘I twisted my 
ankle playing squash.’’ I thought it 
was another perfect example of a rea-
son he could have used to avoid the in-
vitation, but he came anyway. We had 
a great afternoon and a terrific time 
with Paul Simon of ‘‘Saturday Night 
Live’’ and the real Paul Simon and a 
senatorial candidate who was grateful 
for AL FRANKEN’s presence that day. 

When people ask me to describe my 
politics, I say that I follow the gospel 
of St. Paul. By that, I mean I try to 
emulate three of my greatest political 
heroes, who happen to share that 
name. 

The first Senator, Paul Douglas of Il-
linois, was a champion of honesty, eco-
nomic justice, and civil rights, and the 
man for whom I had the good fortune 
of interning when I was a college stu-
dent; Paul Simon, whom I just men-
tioned, my predecessor from Illinois, 
who was one of the smartest, most de-
cent men I have ever met in any walk 
of life; and Senator Paul Wellstone of 
Minnesota, who has received many de-
served tributes today. Paul Wellstone 
was the champion of farmers, hotel 
maids, grocery clerks, cafeteria work-
ers, and everyone who worked hard and 
struggled for dignity and enough 
money just to pay the bills. 

Paul Wellstone, as we have heard 
from both Senator KLOBUCHAR and 
from AL FRANKEN himself, is the man 
AL FRANKEN chose to emulate in public 
life. He stated Paul Wellstone’s famous 
quote: ‘‘We all do better when we all do 
better.’’ It is a simple statement, a pro-
found truth, and it has been the guid-
ing light for AL FRANKEN’s Senate ca-
reer. 

Senator Wellstone died 15 years ago 
in a tragic plane crash. On the 10th an-
niversary of that terrible loss, Senator 
FRANKEN wrote an essay about Paul 
Wellstone’s legacy for The Atlantic 
magazine. I want to read a short sec-
tion from that essay. 

Senator FRANKEN wrote: 
One of Paul’s most famous quotes is this: 

‘‘Politics is not about power. Politics is not 
about money. Politics is not about winning 
for the sake of winning. Politics is about the 
improvement of people’s lives.’’ 

That quote is often used to criticize those 
on the other side who seem to forget the 
human consequences of their political agen-
da. But progressives should keep it in mind, 
as well. 

The big fights—war and peace, justice and 
liberty—are important. But there aren’t any 
small fights. And where Paul made the big-
gest impact—where his work resulted in the 
greatest improvement of people’s lives—was 
on issues that don’t usually lead anyone’s 
stump speech: mental health, domestic vio-
lence, homelessness among veterans. 

When future historians look back at 
the legacy of Senator AL FRANKEN, I 
believe they will say: Here is a man 
who loved his State and his country, 
who worked hard to be a good Senator, 
and who never hesitated to take up an 
important issue, large or small. 

AL FRANKEN and I served together on 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. Over 
the years, I have watched him mature 
into one of the best, most insightful 
questioners on that committee. His 
questioning of Supreme Court Nominee 
Gorsuch, now Supreme Court Justice 
Gorsuch, helped to expose the Justice’s 
troubling record of ruling against 
workers and families. 

It was a story about a truckdriver 
who deserted his position on the road-
way, was freezing in the middle of the 
night, who finally got his day in court, 
and the decision by Judge Gorsuch at 
the time, in my opinion and AL’s opin-
ion, did not serve justice. Many of us 
raised that issue; no one raised it more 
effectively than AL FRANKEN. 

His probing questioning also exposed 
Attorney General Sessions for mis-
leading America about his meetings 
with Russians during the 2016 Presi-
dential campaign. 

He has been equally effective on the 
HELP Committee. His questioning of 
the future Secretary of Education, 
Betsy DeVos, showed her to be unfa-
miliar with some of the most basic and 
important debates in education policy 
and clearly exposed the fact that she 
was unready to serve as our Nation’s 
leader at the Department of Education. 

I guess some people seek elected of-
fice to make a name for themselves, 
but AL FRANKEN didn’t need to be a 
Senator to achieve that. He already 
had a well-known name as an enter-
tainer, radio host, and best-selling au-
thor before he entered politics. He and 
his wife Franni have a good life, two 
great kids, and wonderful grand-
children who followed. 

Mr. FRANKEN. Terrific. Terrific. 
Mr. DURBIN. ‘‘Terrific’’ is the word. 

Terrific grandchildren who followed. 
When it came down to it, AL 

FRANKEN wanted to do more than just 
entertain and be well known; he want-
ed to make a difference in the lives of 
others. More than anyone, as he said 
this morning, his wife Franni inspired 
him. As he explained in his book, her 
family wasn’t as lucky as a lot of us. 
Her dad died when she was a young 
baby girl. Her mom raised five kids on 
Social Security survivor benefits and a 
paycheck from a local supermarket. 
But every member of Franni’s family 
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made it to the middle class because of 
Social Security, Pell grants, the GI 
bill, and title I of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. 

AL writes: 
They tell you in this country you have to 

pull yourself up by your bootstraps. And we 
all believe that. But first you’ve got to have 
the boots. And the federal government gave 
Franni’s family the boots. 

‘‘Opportunity is supposed to be for 
everyone.’’ That is one of the articles 
of faith animating everything that AL 
FRANKEN has done or sought to achieve 
in the Senate. 

I am going to miss my friend AL 
FRANKEN, my colleague, and one of my 
fellow members of the Senate Judici-
ary Committee. I am sorry he is leav-
ing under these circumstances, but he 
is going to be remembered, and he is 
going to have an opportunity to use his 
voice for others in the future. 

Every person who has ever lived has 
had moments they wish they could 
erase and words they wish they could 
take back. In this life of both calm and 
stormy seas, we all draw strength from 
the healing power of redemption, and 
we can take heart in the knowledge 
that tomorrow is another day with new 
opportunities to offer a helping hand 
and make our lives count. 

I am happy to hear AL FRANKEN say 
that while he may be giving up the 
Senate, he is not giving up his voice in 
public life. I wish AL FRANKEN, Franni, 
and their great family the very best 
and thank them again for what they 
have given to all of us. 

Madam President, I yield. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-

dent, I ask to speak for 3 minutes on 
behalf of my departing friend. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, Senator FRANKEN will shortly go 
on to his next chapter, which I hope 
will be wonderful for him and for 
Franni and for their family. I hope and 
believe that he leaves us with every-
one’s good will here in the Senate. He 
certainly leaves with mine. 

AL FRANKEN has been an unusually 
good Senator, in part because he has 
such a good staff. He has also, to me, 
been an unusually good friend, particu-
larly in this hard town where you are 
supposed to buy a dog if you want a 
friend. We served together on the 
HELP and Judiciary Committees, 
where he did great committee work. He 
stood out particularly for his talent on 
Judiciary without even being a lawyer. 

I will miss him. The Senate will 
come to miss him, too, I expect. He was 
a lot of things that one would want in 
a Senator: principled, innovative, hard- 
working, supersmart, bipartisan, gen-
erous, caring. Things will be different 
around here without him. It will be 
quieter on the floor without his big, 
bursting laugh. We will miss his pres-
ence on personal privacy issues, on mo-
nopoly power issues, on forced manda-

tory arbitration, and in championing 
LGBT kids, where he has real passion 
and expertise. 

Senate hearing witnesses who have 
been up to no good will breathe a lot 
easier knowing they won’t have to face 
AL FRANKEN’s pointed questioning. The 
Senate Secret Santa, a Franken leg-
acy, will probably continue. Selfishly, I 
will miss Franni’s amazing homemade 
pies. 

As my friend departs, I am left at 
this difficult moment with this 
thought: I have been fortunate in the 
Senate to have had a colleague to 
whom it is so hard to say good-bye. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, 

back in 2007 and 2008, a group of us who 
had never run for Congress or for the 
Senate jumped into campaigns against 
incumbent Members of this body, hop-
ing to fight for a vision of government 
of, by, and for the people. AL FRANKEN 
was one of those individuals taking on 
an incumbent, Republican Norm Cole-
man, and as I heard Senator FRANKEN 
on the campaign trail, I heard what we 
heard today in his speech: a willingness 
to fight for that vision so embodied in 
our Constitution of government that 
would provide a foundation for families 
to thrive, that would lift everyone up; 
not a government of, by, and for the 
privileged; not a government of, by, 
and for the powerful. 

It takes a lot of guts to throw your-
self into the political world, but be-
cause he did and because he won that 
campaign, we were able to advance a 
number of policies. 

I shared with AL the experience not 
only of running against an incumbent 
Republican but not having results on 
election night. However, I only had to 
wait 2 days; I didn’t have to wait the 
many months that he did to come and 
be part of this body. 

Because he came, we were able to 
pass the Affordable Care Act. My home 
State of Oregon went from 15 percent 
uninsured to 5 percent uninsured. Hun-
dreds of thousands of people gained ac-
cess to healthcare through the expan-
sion of Medicaid and through the 
healthcare exchange made affordable 
by the tax credits provided by that bill. 
In that bill, we were able to provide 
free preventive healthcare practices. 
We all know that an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure, and we 
embodied that in the healthcare bill. In 
that bill, we fought for folks to be able 
to stay on their parents’ policies until 
age 26. In that bill, we fought to say 
that if someone had a preexisting con-
dition, they wouldn’t have to pay any 
more than anyone else would, creating 
healthcare opportunities for millions 
of people who thought they would 
never have a chance to have an insur-
ance policy again. 

AL FRANKEN threw himself into pub-
lic life, and he made that happen not 
just for the folks back home in Min-
nesota but for people across this entire 
Nation. 

Another such battle was the Dodd- 
Frank battle, and again I doubt we 
would have been able to win that battle 
without his coming to share in that ef-
fort. I think about the fact that we had 
seen so many millions of families dev-
astated by predatory mortgages with 
exploding interest rates—interest rates 
that, upon presentation, started at 3 
percent or 4 percent but 2 years later 
would jump to 9 or 10 percent, and a 
family would end up in foreclosure. The 
fact is we had Wall Street writing secu-
rities based on those mortgages, which 
then disintegrated in 2007, 2008 and 
caused people not to just lose their 
homes but to also lose their jobs, to 
lose their retirement, and to be incred-
ibly devastated and see their whole 
lifetime’s work to become financially 
stable evaporate, destroyed, exploded. 
That CFPB portion, or Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau portion, has 
given us ongoing efforts to take on 
predatory mortgages and that enables 
financial instruments to be a founda-
tion for families to thrive and to have 
home ownership be the dream of home 
ownership and not the nightmare of 
home ownership. This, again, is an ex-
ample of a bill passed because AL 
FRANKEN threw himself into that bat-
tle, and there are many more on this 
list. 

I was particularly appreciative of his 
support for the Employment Non-Dis-
crimination Act. Senator Kennedy, as 
he was in declining health, had asked 
me to take on and carry the torch for 
that bill, which was a huge honor to 
me as an incoming freshman. I felt he 
was on my shoulder every day saying: 
Why haven’t you gotten it done yet? In 
2013, we finally got it on the floor. I 
had been pushing hard for leadership to 
get it on the floor, and we got it on the 
floor. I thought: What if we lose this 
bill fighting for equality and to end 
discrimination in employment? But be-
cause AL was here helping in that 
fight, we won that bill. We did not win 
it in the House because the House 
didn’t put it on the floor of the House. 
So it is unfinished business—fighting 
for equality of opportunity, that vision 
in our Constitution. 

As we heard today, as we heard AL in 
his campaign in 2008, as we heard AL on 
the floor today, and we have heard of 
this fight for a country of, by, and for 
the people, I know that we are going to 
hear his voice in that fight for many 
years to come. 

I thank Senator FRANKEN for being 
willing to put himself in the public 
world, for being willing to fight here on 
the floor of the Senate for bill after bill 
after bill that made life better for 
Americans and for the many battles he 
will be in in the years to come. Thank 
you. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
Mr. BLUNT addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the 

Senator withhold his suggestion? 
Mr. MERKLEY. Yes. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri. 
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SENATE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, we 
are quickly approaching the end of this 
year, and I think it is a good time to 
reflect on what has been done this 
year. Certainly, the Senate and the 
Trump administration have been able 
to do a number of things that are real-
ly going to have a significant impact 
on hard-working families. 

Yesterday, we sent the most signifi-
cant tax reform legislation in more 
than three decades to the President’s 
desk, and we had a chance to hear the 
President and others respond to that. 
The President, at the end of that cere-
mony at the White House, turned to 
the Congress and said: ‘‘This is the 
work that you have done.’’ I think the 
Members of Congress appreciated that. 
That showed a President who is con-
stantly learning and constantly under-
standing how important relationships 
are here. 

I thought it was interesting that we 
heard Chairman BRADY, the chairman 
of the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee, say that there are three impor-
tant dates about to occur for America’s 
economy and America’s families. One 
is January 1, when the new tax bill 
goes into effect, and as to the wages 
people are earning, people are going to 
be allowed more of those wages to stay 
in their billfold rather than go to the 
government’s billfold. It doesn’t stay 
very long in the government’s billfold; 
that is for sure. January 1 is impor-
tant. As for February 1, by then, that 
is the time by which we hope all of the 
new information is out to employers, 
and people are going to see in their 
February check more money than they 
saw in that same-sized check this year 
going home with them. This is about 
who is a better person to spend your 
money—you or the government. It is 
also about a debate about whether the 
government is better off with higher 
taxes or more taxpayers and, of course, 
it is better off with more taxpayers. 

Chairman BRADY said that the other 
date is April 15, because that is the last 
time in the foreseeable future that 
families are going to have to deal with 
a Tax Code that they don’t understand, 
that they believe to be unfair, that 
they believe does not treat everybody 
equitably in how that Tax Code is ap-
plied. Many of the special provisions 
are going to be out of the Tax Code. 
Next April 15, probably 9 out of 10 tax-
payers would have filled out an income 
tax form on a card about this big and, 
for 9 out of 10 taxpayers, they are going 
to look at double the personal exemp-
tion from this year—that is $24,000, if 
you are a married couple, that you just 
subtract immediately from your in-
come—and double the child tax credit, 
up to $2,000. Somebody said to me just 
yesterday: You mean my son with his 
three children is going to be able to 
take $6,000 off of whatever their tax bill 
would be at the bottom of that form, 
and the answer is yes. If they didn’t 
have a tax bill, at the bottom of that 
form that totals $6,000, those families 

get a credit that allows them to take 
money for other taxes they have paid 
and take that home with them. 

So this is after a decade of histori-
cally low growth, a decade that defies 
virtually the entire history of the 
country going back to 1789, where 3 
percent growth has been the normal 
growth. Less than 2 percent growth has 
been the normal growth for 9 of the 
last 10 years. The 1 year that is going 
to be an exception is this year. It looks 
like we are going to get close to and 
maybe even exceed 3 percent and get 
back to where the economy should be 
growing. I think with the new tax bill, 
we may exceed that and most of peo-
ple’s concerns about a lot of the things 
in this bill will go away when the econ-
omy starts growing again. 

Buying power is almost 3 percent 
lower this year than it was in the 1990s. 
Now, their wages may have gone up be-
tween now and the 1990s, but prices 
have gone up more, and it is time to 
get our economy growing again and let 
families have more of the money they 
have earned to spend on their family. If 
you are a family of four earning about 
$73,000 this year and $73,000 next year, 
next year, your tax is going to be $2,000 
less than it is this year. If you are a 
single parent with one child earning 
$41,000, next year your tax will be $1,300 
less than it is this year. 

Now, some will say—as a matter of 
fact, I have heard it on the floor of the 
Senate—a few hundred dollars a month 
will not matter. Well, now that is 
clearly somebody who doesn’t know 
how much a few hundred dollars a 
month or a few hundred dollars a year 
does matter. 

This bill will give us ways to compete 
that we don’t have now. The bill also 
will provide Missouri families and 
other families more jobs and more op-
portunities because we are going to be 
more competitive. We will have moved 
our corporate tax rate. It will not be 
the lowest in the world, but it will no 
longer be the highest in the world. It 
will be in the very middle. Twenty-one 
percent is right in the middle of the 
countries we compete with. At the 
time that 35 percent was our rate in 
1986, it was the middle, too, but every 
other country that we compete with 
has figured out that that gives you a 
competitive disadvantage, and they 
have all lowered their taxes as our cor-
porate tax stayed the same. We are re-
storing our competitive position. We 
are hoping and actually going to go 
ahead and tax the money that is 
trapped overseas, whether it comes 
back or not. So I think it is safe to as-
sume that somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of $2 trillion will come back into 
our economy. 

There is more U.S. money overseas 
that would like to come home—but 
wasn’t going to come home if we took 
35 percent out of it—than at any time 
before. There is more U.S. capital in 
this country on the sidelines than at 
any time before. You put that money 
into the economy, and you put that 2 

trillion or so dollars into the economy. 
You make us the best, safest, and most 
predictable place in the world to invest 
money. Foreign investment in our 
economy—not in their economy but in 
our economy—will increase, and it is 
time for that to happen. 

This Tax Code will increase take- 
home pay immediately, and it will 
make us more competitive, and we will 
have jobs that pay more in the future. 

The rolling back of redtape is one of 
the reasons that the economy in our 
country is already growing faster than 
it has in a decade. People saw the regu-
latory overreach. Most importantly, 
President Trump saw the regulatory 
overreach. The House and the Senate 
saw the regulatory overreach. We were 
able to block 15 regulations before they 
went into effect. Other regulations, 
like the totally ridiculous power rule 
that was proposed, which in my State 
would have doubled the utility bill in 
less than 12 years, is not going to hap-
pen now. The waters of the United 
States, which would have suddenly put 
the EPA in charge of anything involv-
ing water, is not going to happen now. 
The $52 million increase in just the 
cost of getting something where you 
could start, which was the anticipated 
cost of the waters of the United States, 
is not going to happen now. 

Chairman ISAKSON of the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee was on the floor 
earlier, talking about what we have 
done with his leadership for veterans, 
and that list is long. The Veterans 
Choice Act continues to give veterans 
more opportunity to get the care where 
they want it rather than to be stuck in 
a system that didn’t seem to always 
care that much whether veterans got 
care or not. It was more about the Vet-
erans’ Administration than the vet-
erans, and competition and choice is in 
the process of ending that with good 
leadership at the VA administration 
and being sure that happens. 

We were able to pass a bill that I 
sponsored, the HIRE Vets Act. It is 
being implemented right now to recog-
nize companies that hire vets, that pro-
mote vets, and that give vets credit for 
the skills they learned in the military. 
The Department of Labor has worked 
hard to put that on fast-forward and 
get it done. 

In the military, the Military Family 
Stability Act means that families, for 
the first time, have the opportunity 
that they have always hoped to have 
for the family to move a little earlier 
or stay a little longer, if that works for 
education purposes or the spouse’s edu-
cation or career purposes. This is a dra-
matic step, appreciating the fact that 
the strength of the military is in mili-
tary families. We recruit, generally in 
the military, single adults, and we re-
tire from the military adults with 
spouses and children, and this looks at 
that. 

There is a lot to talk about as we end 
this session. It is never perfect, but 
that is why we come back for the next 
session. There are going to be things 
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