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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting nominations which
were referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, without amendment:

S. 1536. An act to designate a human traf-
ficking prevention coordinator and to expand
the scope of activities authorized under the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion’s outreach and education program to in-
clude human trafficking prevention activi-
ties, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 3312. An act to amend the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act to specify when bank holding com-
panies may be subject to certain enhanced
supervision, and for other purposes.

H.R. 42564. An act to amend the National
Science Foundation Authorization Act of
2002 to strengthen the aerospace workforce
pipeline by the promotion of Robert Noyce
Teacher Scholarship Program and National
Aeronautics and Space Administration in-
ternship and fellowship opportunities to
women, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4323. An act to promote veteran in-
volvement in STEM education, computer
science, and scientific research, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 4375. An act to provide for a report on
broadening participation in certain National
Science Foundation research and education
programs, to collect data on Federal re-
search grants to science agencies, and for
other purposes.

At 1:48 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agreed to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 1) to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to titles II and V of the con-
current resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 2018.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3312. An act to amend the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act to specify when bank holding com-
panies may be subject to certain enhanced
supervision, and for other purposes; to the
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Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

H.R. 4254. An act to amend the National
Science Foundation Authorization Act of
2002 to strengthen the aerospace workforce
pipeline by the promotion of Robert Noyce
Teacher Scholarship Program and National
Aeronautics and Space Administration in-
ternship and fellowship opportunities to
women, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

H.R. 4323. An act to promote veteran in-
volvement in STEM education, computer
science, and scientific research, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 4375. An act to provide for a report on
broadening participation in certain National
Science Foundation research and education
programs, to collect data on Federal re-
search grants to science agencies, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on Fi-
nance, with an amendment in the nature of
a substitute:

S. 1827. A bill to extend funding for the
Children’s Health Insurance Program, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 115-197).

By Mr. HOEVEN, from the Committee on
Indian Affairs, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute:

S. 1333. A bill to provide for rental assist-
ance for homeless or at-risk Indian veterans
(Rept. No. 115-198).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN):

S. 22565. A Dbill to reauthorize title VI of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 in order to im-
prove and encourage innovation in inter-
national education, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. THUNE, and Mr. ISAKSON):

S. 2256. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend expiring provi-
sions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
GRAHAM):

S. 2257. A Dbill to establish the IMPACT for
Energy Foundation; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Mr.
COONS, and Mr. KING):

S. 2258. A bill to provide for the discharge
of parent borrower liability if a student on
whose behalf a parent has received certain
student loans becomes disabled; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. FRANKEN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. KAINE, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
SANDERS, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
MERKLEY, and Mr. WYDEN):

S8181

S. 2259. A bill to establish certain duties
for pharmacies to ensure provision of Food
and Drug Administration-approved contra-
ception, medication related to contracep-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
NELSON):

S. Res. 362. A resolution recognizing the
service of the Los Angeles-class attack sub-
marine the USS Jacksonville and the crew of
the USS Jacksonville, who served the United
States with valor and bravery; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. NELSON (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. Res. 363. A resolution expressing pro-
found concern about the growing political,
humanitarian, and economic crisis in Ven-
ezuela and the widespread human rights
abuses perpetrated by the Government of
Venezuela; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 515
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 515, a bill to require the
Secretary of Labor to maintain a pub-
licly available list of all employers
that relocate a call center overseas, to
make such companies ineligible for
Federal grants or guaranteed loans,
and to require disclosure of the phys-
ical location of business agents engag-
ing in customer service communica-
tions, and for other purposes.
S. 1580
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1580, a bill to enhance
the transparency, improve the coordi-
nation, and intensify the impact of as-
sistance to support access to primary
and secondary education for displaced
children and persons, including women
and girls, and for other purposes.
S. 1615
At the request of Mr. NELSON, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1615, a bill to authorize the cancella-
tion of removal and adjustment of sta-
tus of certain individuals who are long-
term United States residents and who
entered the United States as children,
and for other purposes.
S. 1693
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) and the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1693, a bill to amend
the Communications Act of 1934 to
clarify that section 230 of that Act does
not prohibit the enforcement against
providers and users of interactive com-
puter services of Federal and State
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criminal and civil law relating to sex
trafficking.
S. 1774
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1774, a bill to provide protections for
workers with respect to their right to
select or refrain from selecting rep-
resentation by a labor organization.
S. 1914
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
Younag) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1914, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act in order to
strengthen rules in case of competition
for diabetic testing strips, and for
other purposes.
S. 2070
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2070, a bill to amend the Vio-
lent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994, to reauthorize the
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient
Alert Program, and to promote initia-
tives that will reduce the risk of injury
and death relating to the wandering
characteristics of some children with
autism.
S. 2105
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2105, a bill to modify the
presumption of service connection for
veterans who were exposed to herbicide
agents while serving in the Armed
Forces in Thailand during the Vietnam
era, and for other purposes.
S. 2147
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2147, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to create
a Pension Rehabilitation Trust Fund
to establish a Pension Rehabilitation
Administration within the Department
of the Treasury to make loans to mul-
tiemployer defined benefit plans, and
for other purposes.
S. 2152
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2152, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide for assistance
for victims of child pornography, and
for other purposes.
S. 2236
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2236, a bill to require
covered discrimination and covered
harassment awareness and prevention
training for Members, officers, employ-
ees, interns, fellows, and detailees of
Congress within 30 days of employment
and annually thereafter, to require a
biennial climate survey of Congress, to
amend the enforcement process under
the Office of Congressional Workplace
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Rights for covered discrimination and
covered harassment complaints, and
for other purposes.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 362—RECOG-
NIZING THE SERVICE OF THE
LOS ANGELES-CLASS ATTACK
SUBMARINE THE USS JACKSON-
VILLE AND THE CREW OF THE
USS JACKSONVILLE, WHO
SERVED THE UNITED STATES
WITH VALOR AND BRAVERY

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. NEL-
SON) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 362

Whereas the USS Jacksonville (SSN 699) is
named after Jacksonville, the largest and
most populous city in Florida, and is the
first ship to bear that name;

Whereas the slogan of the city of Jackson-
ville, Florida, is ‘“The Bold New City of the
South” and inspired the nickname of the
USS Jacksonville, which is ‘“The Bold One’’;

Whereas, on August 10, 2017, the USS Jack-
sonville returned to the home port of the
USS Jacksonville at Joint Base Pearl Har-
bor-Hickam in the Western Pacific after 209
days out to sea, thus completing the 15th and
final deployment of the USS Jacksonville;

Whereas, on the last deployment of the
USS Jacksonville, the USS Jacksonville
steamed more than 48,000 nautical miles
while conducting—

(1) maritime security operations in the
areas of operation of the Fifth Fleet and Sev-
enth Fleet of the United States; and

(2) joint exercises with the Maritime Self-
Defense Force of Japan and the navy of the
Republic of India;

Whereas, since the commissioning of the
USS Jacksonville on May 16, 1981, the USS
Jacksonville has completed 2 around-the-
world cruises, visited ports on nearly every
continent, and completed countless critical
missions; and

Whereas, on September 11, 2001, while the
USS Jacksonville was attached to the Enter-
prise Battle Group, the USS Jacksonville—

(1) was in the Mediterranean Sea; and

(2) stayed on-station to provide critical in-
telligence support as the United States pre-
pared to retaliate in response to the terrorist
attacks carried out on that day: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes the
service of the Los Angeles-class attack sub-
marine the USS Jacksonville and the crew of
the USS Jacksonville, who served the United
States with valor and bravery.

SENATE RESOLUTION 363—EX-
PRESSING PROFOUND CONCERN
ABOUT THE GROWING POLIT-
ICAL, HUMANITARIAN, AND ECO-
NOMIC CRISIS IN VENEZUELA
AND THE WIDESPREAD HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES PERPETRATED
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF VEN-
EZUELA

Mr. NELSON (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 363

Whereas the crisis in Venezuela continues

to ravage the country and the Venezuelan
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people suffer from shortages of essential
medicines, food, and basic supplies;

Whereas because of the crisis in Venezuela,
approximately 1,300,000 people are under-
nourished and roughly 75 percent of the pop-
ulation has lost an average of 19 pounds
since the start of the economic crisis;

Whereas the largest impact of the crisis in
Venezuela is felt by children, as 54 percent
suffer from nutritional deficiencies, accord-
ing to the nongovernmental organization
Caritas;

Whereas public health organizations in
Venezuela report that only 38 percent of es-
sential drugs are present in the country and
more than 60 of the hospitals in Venezuela
no longer have potable water, leading to a
rise in chronic diseases, as well as in commu-
nicable diseases such as malaria and diph-
theria;

Whereas the crisis forces thousands of Ven-
ezuelans to leave the country in vulnerable
conditions and the number of Venezuelans
seeking asylum in 2017 was almost double
that in 2016, according to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees;

Whereas President of Venezuela Nicolas
Maduro has repeatedly denied the existence
of Venezuela’s humanitarian crisis and re-
jected offers of international humanitarian
assistance;

Whereas, instead of responding to the
needs and demands of its people, the Govern-
ment of Venezuela has prioritized the con-
solidation of power, undermined Venezuela’'s
democracy, and engaged in a campaign of re-
pression and human rights abuses;

Whereas the Government of Venezuela cur-
tails freedom of expression, harasses journal-
ists, and limits the ability of the Venezuelan
people and the world to learn about the cri-
sis and its effects;

Whereas, starting in April 2017, Venezuelan
citizens staged massive, nationwide protests
for more than four months in direct opposi-
tion to President Maduro’s efforts to consoli-
date power and undermine Venezuela's de-
mocracy;

Whereas the United Nations Office of the
High Commissioner on Human Rights re-
ports that 124 deaths have been investigated
by the Venezuelan Attorney General’s Office
in connection with the 2017 protests, with at
least 46 victims allegedly killed by security
forces and 27 more by members of armed pro-
government civilian groups, bringing the
total number of extrajudicial deaths to 357
between July 2015 and March 2017;

Whereas the United Nations Office of the
High Commissioner concluded that there has
been widespread and systematic use of exces-
sive force and arbitrary detentions against
demonstrators, as well as violent raids of
homes, torture, and ill-treatment of those
detained in connection with the protests;

Whereas human rights organizations in
Venezuela have identified more than 5,000 ar-
bitrary detentions between April 1, 2017, and
October 31, 2017, and at least 299 political
prisoners currently detained;

Whereas Amnesty International docu-
mented repeated use of various methods of
arbitrary detention, including torture and
forced disappearances intended to silence
dissidents and limit freedom of expression;

Whereas nongovernmental organizations
Human Rights Watch and Foro Penal have
documented how Venezuelan security forces
have used tactics of torture, involving elec-
tric shocks and asphyxiation, against indi-
viduals who oppose the Government of Ven-
ezuela;

Whereas the Government of Venezuela con-
tinues to use the Bolivarian National Guard
and National Police to repress and detain
protesters and subsequently try them in
military courts with at least 198 documented
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