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that would meet their own specific 
needs after being disappointed with the 
machines currently on the market. It 
was this entrepreneurial spirit that 
drove the two to expand into other 
handling equipment, and the rest is 
history. In the years since then, Double 
L has never lost the original manufac-
turing mindset with which the com-
pany was founded, while the company 
and its employees have certainly ex-
panded their horizons. 

In 2004, Chris Hunsaker became CEO 
of Double L and immediately sought an 
expansion of both manufacturing and 
clientele, leading the company to move 
from its original home in American 
Falls to Heyburn, ID. With the up-
bringing of a farmer and the training of 
a salesman, Chris has ensured that 
Double L has remained steadfast in its 
commitment to personalized service 
for each customer. For example, Dou-
ble L does not maintain a standing in-
ventory. Each order is built per the 
customer’s specific wants and needs. 
Additionally, Double L has a commit-
ment to excellence from providing a 
safe working environment for their em-
ployees, to catering to the unique 
needs of farmers and the equipment 
that they need. This company has 
proven consistently over time that, 
when the market sees a demand for a 
particular product or service, it is 
American entrepreneurs like those at 
Double L who will provide the solution. 

With considerable success and trust 
earned from Double L’s loyal clients, 
the company is still moving forward. 
Double L has shipped its equipment 
built in the United States to countries 
such as China, Thailand, New Zealand, 
Australia, Turkey, Egypt, and Israel. 
This equipment has enabled farmers all 
across the globe who just a few years 
ago were harvesting their potatoes by 
hand to now efficiently complete their 
harvest using the equipment designed 
for their unique farms and crop yields, 
helping them to become sustainable 
farmers. That simple commitment to 
providing solutions for growers to be 
more effective with their harvesting 
and storage of crops is what allows 
Double L to be the successful business 
that it is today. 

As a company with a global presence 
rooted in the growing and handling 
practices of the Gem State potato 
farmers, Double L is a prime example 
of the American entrepreneurial spirit 
that works to find innovative solutions 
to empower consumers. By providing 
quality customer service, cultivating 
strong working relationships, and 
maintaining longevity of over 10 years 
with many of their employees, Double 
L has shown that not only can they 
manufacture powerful machines and 
solutions, but that they are in fact one 
of the many small businesses that are 
driving the American economy for-
ward. I would like to extend my sin-
cerest congratulations to Chris and all 
of the employees at Double L for being 
selected as the December 2017 Small 
Business of the Month. Not only do you 
make our great State proud, but you 
also allow for millions more to enjoy 

Idaho potatoes as well. I look forward 
to watching the continued success of 
this strong Idaho business.∑ 

f 

300TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NEW 
HAMPSHIRE STATE LIBRARY 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, 
New Hampshire takes pride in its many 
firsts among the States, including our 
first in the Nation Presidential pri-
mary. This year, Granite Staters have 
been celebrating the 300th anniversary 
of the New Hampshire State Library, 
the first State library in America. It 
all began in Portsmouth on January 25, 
1717, when the 27th General Assembly 
directed ‘‘ye Law books be distributed 
among ye severall towns of this Prov-
ince in proportion according to their 
last Prov. tax, except two books which 
shall be for ye use of ye Govr & 
Councile and house of representatives.’’ 
Three centuries later, the original 
books are surrounded by a modern col-
lection of more than 600,000 items, 
housed across from the State house in 
Concord. The State Library is one of 
our most handsome public buildings, 
built in 1896 of New Hampshire granite, 
American steel, and Italian marble. 

We Granite Staters love our libraries, 
and we have led the Nation in making 
books available to all citizens. As 
State librarian Michael York told New 
Hampshire Public Radio: ‘‘We often use 
the term ‘anchor institutions.’ There 
are 234 communities in New Hampshire 
and there are 234 public libraries. No-
body else can make that claim. Not 
McDonald’s, not 7–11, not Dunkin’ 
Donuts.’’ 

In 1833, Peterborough established the 
first tax-supported public library in the 
world, a central collection of books 
owned by the people and free to all 
residents of the town. In the early 
1800s, so-called social or parlor librar-
ies sprang up across our State—places 
where dues-paying members came to-
gether to share books. A century later, 
wealthy philanthropists built free pub-
lic libraries all across our State, in-
cluding nine impressive Carnegie li-
braries. Phillips Exeter Academy, a 
private school in Exeter, NH, is home 
to the largest secondary school library 
in the world. Today every city and 
town in New Hampshire has a public li-
brary, and a key mission of the State 
library is to provide professional devel-
opment for local librarians to keep 
them abreast of the latest develop-
ments in library science and tech-
nologies. 

The State library serves as a central-
ized location for State and government 
documents, and its collection special-
izes in New Hampshire newspapers, au-
thors, and books on New Hampshire 
history and culture. It includes an ar-
chive of Granite State political his-
tory, including posters, buttons, and 
bumper stickers from New Hampshire 
Presidential primaries dating back to 
1952. One of its most prized possessions 
is a 20-foot, floor-to-ceiling ‘‘Hitchcock 
map’’ of New Hampshire, with the 
State’s mountains, valleys, and lakes 
carved in relief by Dartmouth Col-
lege—students in 1877. 

During my years as Governor, I had 
the daily pleasure of looking out on 
our beautiful State library from my of-
fice windows in the State capitol. Both 
the building and its collection are 
among our State’s most prized cultural 
treasures. I am grateful to State librar-
ian Michael York and his professional 
staff for their dedicated service to our 
State and for their loving stewardship 
of this special building. I join with peo-
ple across the Granite State in cele-
brating the first 300 years of America’s 
first State library.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CONNOR BARRETT 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize the hard work of my Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee intern Connor Barrett. Con-
nor hails from Bend, OR, and is an as-
piring law student. 

While interning for the Commerce 
Committee, Connor assisted the Sub-
committee on Surface Transportation. 
He is a dedicated worker who was com-
mitted to getting the most out of his 
internship. I extend my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to Connor for all of 
the fine work he did for the committee 
and wish him continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 10:20 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3759. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a Family 
Caregiving Strategy, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3979. An act to amend the Fish and 
Wildlife Act of 1956 to reauthorize the volun-
teer services, community partnership, and 
refuge education programs of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 4661. An act to reauthorize the United 
States Fire Administration, the Assistance 
to Firefighters Grants program, the Fire 
Prevention and Safety Grants program, and 
the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emer-
gency Response grant program, and for other 
purposes. 
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The message further announced that 

the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 95. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing support for the use of public-private 
partnerships to bring computer science edu-
cation to more K–12 classrooms. 

At 3:07 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 1) to provide for 
reconciliation pursuant to titles II and 
V of the concurrent resolution on the 
budget for fiscal year 2018. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3759. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a Family 
Caregiving Strategy, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 95. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing support for the use of public-private 
partnerships to bring computer science edu-
cation to more K–12 classrooms; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. CRAPO for the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mark L. Greenblatt, of Maryland, to be In-
spector General, Export-Import Bank. 

*Spencer Bachus III, of Alabama, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States for a 
term expiring January 20, 2019. 

*Spencer Bachus III, of Alabama, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States for a 
term expiring January 20, 2023. 

*Judith Delzoppo Pryor, of Ohio, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States for a 
term expiring January 20, 2021. 

*Kimberly A. Reed, of West Virginia, to be 
First Vice President of the Export-Import 
Bank of the United States for a term expir-
ing January 20, 2021. 

*Claudia Slacik, of New York, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States for a 
term expiring January 20, 2019. 

*Claudia Slacik, of New York, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States for a 
term expiring January 20, 2023. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. NELSON (for himself and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S. 2246. A bill to designate the health care 
center of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Tallahassee, Florida, as the Sergeant Er-
nest I. ‘‘Boots’’ Thomas VA Clinic, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 2247. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for a consistent eligi-
bility date for provision of Department of 
Veterans Affairs memorial headstones and 
markers for eligible spouses and dependent 
children of veterans whose remains are un-
available, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. 
HELLER, and Mr. UDALL): 

S. 2248. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to provide certain burial 
benefits for spouses and children of veterans 
who are buried in tribal cemeteries, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. UDALL (for himself and Mr. 
HEINRICH): 

S. 2249. A bill to permanently reauthorize 
the Rio Puerco Management Committee and 
the Rio Puerco Watershed Management Pro-
gram; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. BOOKER, and Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN): 

S. 2250. A bill to ensure due process protec-
tions of individuals in the United States 
against unlawful detention based solely on a 
protected characteristic; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Ms. 
HASSAN): 

S. 2251. A bill to require the United States 
Postal Service to designate a single, unique 
ZIP code for Swanzey, New Hampshire; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. 2252. A bill to amend the Animal Health 

Protection Act to support State and Tribal 
efforts to develop and implement manage-
ment strategies to address chronic wasting 
disease among deer, elk, and moose popu-
lations, to support research regarding the 
causes of chronic wasting disease and meth-
ods to control the further spread of the dis-
ease, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Ms. 
WARREN, and Mr. MARKEY): 

S. 2253. A bill to amend title XXI of the So-
cial Security Act to ensure access to mental 
health services for children under the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Ms. HARRIS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 2254. A bill to prevent unfair double tax-
ation by ensuring that the deduction for 
State and local taxes is not reduced, sus-
pended, or eliminated; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. ROBERTS: 
S. Con. Res. 31. A concurrent resolution au-

thorizing the use of the rotunda of the Cap-
itol for a ceremony to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Bob Dole; considered 
and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 109 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 109, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
for coverage under the Medicare pro-
gram of pharmacist services. 

S. 294 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 294, a bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
to clarify the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration’s jurisdiction over certain to-
bacco products, and to protect jobs and 
small businesses involved in the sale, 
manufacturing and distribution of tra-
ditional and premium cigars. 

S. 497 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 497, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
for Medicare coverage of certain 
lymphedema compression treatment 
items as items of durable medical 
equipment. 

S. 654 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 654, a bill to revise section 48 
of title 18, United States Code, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 793 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL), the Senator from Hawaii 
(Ms. HIRONO) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 793, a bill to prohibit sale 
of shark fins, and for other purposes. 

S. 842 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 842, a bill to prohibit Federal 
agencies and Federal contractors from 
requesting that an applicant for em-
ployment disclose criminal history 
record information before the appli-
cant has received a conditional offer, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1063 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1063, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to establish di-
rect care registered nurse-to-patient 
staffing ratio requirements in hos-
pitals, and for other purposes. 

S. 1142 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
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