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at the end of the day or providing spe-
cialized off-menu items to guests, ev-
erything Mr. Johnson does is done with
the utmost attention to detail. Mr.
Johnson treats everyone the same and
always maintains a high level of pro-
fessionalism.

Mr. Johnson’s work ethic and perse-
verance are visible throughout his per-
sonal life as well. In addition to his im-
pressive tenure, he has completed 18
marathons while working in the Senate
Dining Room, including the Boston
Marathon a total of seven times.

My colleagues and I would like to ex-
press our sincere thanks and gratitude
for Mr. Johnson’s 22 years of service.
His institutional knowledge and unpar-
alleled courtesy are greatly appre-
ciated and will be deeply missed.
Please join me in wishing Mr. Johnson
and his wife, Joanne, a long and
healthy retirement.

———

TRIBUTE TO JOHN E. HOEHNE, JR.

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, today
I wish to honor a longtime and vital
member of my staff, John E. Hoehne,
Jr., for serving the people of Idaho and
our Nation for 25 years, both as my
chief of staff during my service in the
U.S. House of Representatives and as
my chief of staff during my service in
the U.S. Senate.

John has been with me since before
the beginning of my congressional
service, leading my first congressional
campaign. He officially became my
chief of staff when I was sworn into of-
fice in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in January of 1993. His encourage-
ment, wise counsel, and friendship have
been invaluable in decisionmaking and
advancing policy and legislative objec-
tives. I cannot thank him enough for
his dedication and ongoing assistance.

John has contributed greatly to all
aspects of my work, and he has helped
advance countless legislative and pol-
icy efforts of importance for Idaho. He
is instrumental in his work on first
protecting Idaho’s water sovereignty
and economy while trying to find a
consensus solution to anadromous fish
recovery. He works to preserve Idaho’s
natural resources and quality of life.
His passion for collaborative problem-
solving in addressing natural resources
challenges has helped give collabo-
rative efforts every opportunity to suc-
ceed. John has been a driving force in
bringing stakeholders with often di-
verging viewpoints to the table to build
common ground and has helped provide
room for stakeholders to talk and re-
solve concerns rather than resort to
litigation. His involvement was essen-
tial in the enactment and implementa-
tion of the Owyhee Initiative and has
been of great assistance with other col-
laborative efforts, such as the Clear-
water Basin Collaborative.

John has also been at the forefront of
helping Idahoans who have had chal-
lenges with Federal agencies. Earlier
in his tenure, he helped get reason to
prevail to the benefit of an Idaho com-
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munity in a dispute with a Federal
agency over how to best address min-
ing cleanup. He was also heavily in-
volved in addressing problems a timber
company in southeast Idaho was hav-
ing with another Federal agency. John
intervened on the company’s behalf
and helped resolve the issues. These are
just a few of the many achievements
John has assisted with for Idahoans.

Every step of the way, John has been
there with reasoned counsel and a
great sense of the bigger picture. I
serve the people of Idaho in Wash-
ington, DC, and I believe in strong ties
to the State. Although it seems to be a
less common arrangement to have a
chief of staff based in the State, I have
been fortunate to have a principal
member of my staff based in Boise
fulltime and centrally involved in
Idaho issues. His deep knowledge, un-
derstanding of Idaho, and ability to ef-
fectively represent me have been bene-
ficial. John is well respected in all cor-
ners of our great State. In an era and
political environment where turnover
is common, John’s 25 years of com-
mitted service is a testament to his
deep dedication to Idahoans.

Thank you, John, for your extraor-
dinary counsel and friendship all these
years.

———

TRIBUTE TO SUSAN HAWKES
WHEELER

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, today
I wish to honor Susan Hawkes Wheeler,
chief of staff for my Washington, DC,
office, for her 25 years of congressional
service. Susan’s trusted, dedicated, and
perceptive counsel have been of great
value throughout my congressional
service.

Susan is a native of Idaho and has al-
ways had the Gem State’s interests in
the forefront of her mind. I am fortu-
nate that she chose to serve Idaho
through my office. I first met Susan
when she worked as a television re-
porter and news manager in Boise and
Idaho Falls. She covered me when I
first ran for public office. Later, after a
job interview on a twin-engine plane
flying between Boise and Twin Falls, I
hired her to help me get elected to Con-
gress. Her sharp wit and directness was
and is refreshing and effective.

After my election to the U.S. House
of Representatives, Susan joined my
congressional staff as press secretary
and moved from Idaho to Washington,
DC. This was back at a time when faxes
still came on thermal curly paper and
speed dials were limited to 10 numbers
per machine. Radio actualities were
done by actually splicing audiotape
and calling each radio station sepa-
rately to play the soundbite for them
over the phone line, which was a
landline. As technologies advanced, she
met those changes with imaginative
approaches and implemented innova-
tive ways to improve communications
and outreach with Idahoans. Her re-
sponsibilities also increased in my of-
fice.
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Susan served as my acting adminis-
trative assistant during my last year
in the House. Then, in the Senate, she
served as my communications director
until June 2011, when she earned the
job of chief of staff-DC. She proved her-
self someone who can always be count-
ed on for a straightforward and rea-
soned approach, no matter the situa-
tion or the audience. She helped make
the office more effective and has been
integral to improving the way our of-
fice communicates with Idahoans.

She improved the quality of the com-
munication in my office, both exter-
nally and within the office. Her exten-
sive work making the website a better
resource for Idahoans has also resulted
in it being recognized through multiple
awards. Another of her achievements is
the focus she has given to establishing
office procedures and working with
Senate administrative offices to fine-
tune policies that enable smooth office
operations. She also serves as a great
example of leadership, communicating
well with staff, and empowering them
to share insight. While helping me be-
come more effective, Susan has also
taken the time to mentor countless
staff and help young people start their
careers.

From day one, no matter the job
title, Susan has always been a senior
counselor with trusted insight given
her deep familiarity with Idaho, experi-
ence, and sound judgement.

Thank you, Susan, for dedicating so
much of your time and talent to serv-
ing the people of Idaho in Congress and
for your strong support and steady
friendship.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING DOUBLE L

e Mr. RISCH. Madam President, my
great State of Idaho is known for excel-
ling in many areas. We are a proud in-
cubator of the American entrepre-
neurial spirit, with Idaho consistently
being ranked as one of the friendliest
States in the Nation for small busi-
nesses. Idaho is also renowned for our
State vegetable, the potato. Millions of
people around the world know that
Idaho potatoes are in a class of their
own. It is only natural that the innova-
tion that Idaho is known for would lead
a small business on a mission to assist
potato farmers. As the chairman of the
Senate Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize Double L as the Sen-
ate Small Business of the Month for
December 2017. Double L maintains a
global presence while staying true to
the core values of its farming roots in
order to enable potato farmers to in-
crease production, expand their har-
vest, and to achieve their American
Dream.

Double L. was originally founded in
1976 by potato growers Leland Klinger
and Lynn Johnson, who initially start-
ed the company by building equipment
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that would meet their own specific
needs after being disappointed with the
machines currently on the market. It
was this entrepreneurial spirit that
drove the two to expand into other
handling equipment, and the rest is
history. In the years since then, Double
L has never lost the original manufac-
turing mindset with which the com-
pany was founded, while the company
and its employees have certainly ex-
panded their horizons.

In 2004, Chris Hunsaker became CEO
of Double LL and immediately sought an
expansion of both manufacturing and
clientele, leading the company to move
from its original home in American
Falls to Heyburn, ID. With the up-
bringing of a farmer and the training of
a salesman, Chris has ensured that
Double L has remained steadfast in its
commitment to personalized service
for each customer. For example, Dou-
ble L does not maintain a standing in-
ventory. Each order is built per the
customer’s specific wants and needs.
Additionally, Double L has a commit-
ment to excellence from providing a
safe working environment for their em-
ployees, to catering to the wunique
needs of farmers and the equipment
that they need. This company has
proven consistently over time that,
when the market sees a demand for a
particular product or service, it is
American entrepreneurs like those at
Double L who will provide the solution.

With considerable success and trust

earned from Double L’s loyal clients,
the company is still moving forward.
Double L has shipped its equipment
built in the United States to countries
such as China, Thailand, New Zealand,
Australia, Turkey, Egypt, and Israel.
This equipment has enabled farmers all
across the globe who just a few years
ago were harvesting their potatoes by
hand to now efficiently complete their
harvest using the equipment designed
for their unique farms and crop yields,
helping them to become sustainable
farmers. That simple commitment to
providing solutions for growers to be
more effective with their harvesting
and storage of crops is what allows
Double L to be the successful business
that it is today.

As a company with a global presence
rooted in the growing and handling
practices of the Gem State potato
farmers, Double L is a prime example
of the American entrepreneurial spirit
that works to find innovative solutions
to empower consumers. By providing
quality customer service, cultivating
strong working relationships, and
maintaining longevity of over 10 years
with many of their employees, Double
L has shown that not only can they
manufacture powerful machines and
solutions, but that they are in fact one
of the many small businesses that are
driving the American economy for-
ward. I would like to extend my sin-
cerest congratulations to Chris and all
of the employees at Double L for being
selected as the December 2017 Small
Business of the Month. Not only do you
make our great State proud, but you
also allow for millions more to enjoy
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Idaho potatoes as well. I look forward
to watching the continued success of
this strong Idaho business.®

———

300TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NEW
HAMPSHIRE STATE LIBRARY

e Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President,
New Hampshire takes pride in its many
firsts among the States, including our
first in the Nation Presidential pri-
mary. This year, Granite Staters have
been celebrating the 300th anniversary
of the New Hampshire State Library,
the first State library in America. It
all began in Portsmouth on January 25,
1717, when the 27th General Assembly
directed ‘‘ye Law books be distributed
among ye severall towns of this Prov-
ince in proportion according to their
last Prov. tax, except two books which
shall be for ye use of ye Govr &
Councile and house of representatives.”
Three centuries later, the original
books are surrounded by a modern col-
lection of more than 600,000 items,
housed across from the State house in
Concord. The State Library is one of
our most handsome public buildings,
built in 1896 of New Hampshire granite,

American steel, and Italian marble.
We Granite Staters love our libraries,

and we have led the Nation in making
books available to all citizens. As
State librarian Michael York told New
Hampshire Public Radio: ‘“We often use
the term ‘anchor institutions.” There
are 234 communities in New Hampshire
and there are 234 public libraries. No-
body else can make that claim. Not
McDonald’s, not 7-11, not Dunkin’
Donuts.”

In 1833, Peterborough established the
first tax-supported public library in the
world, a central collection of books
owned by the people and free to all
residents of the town. In the early
1800s, so-called social or parlor librar-
ies sprang up across our State—places
where dues-paying members came to-
gether to share books. A century later,
wealthy philanthropists built free pub-
lic libraries all across our State, in-
cluding nine impressive Carnegie 1li-
braries. Phillips Exeter Academy, a
private school in Exeter, NH, is home
to the largest secondary school library
in the world. Today every city and
town in New Hampshire has a public li-
brary, and a key mission of the State
library is to provide professional devel-
opment for local librarians to Kkeep
them abreast of the latest develop-
ments in library science and tech-

nologies.
The State library serves as a central-

ized location for State and government
documents, and its collection special-
izes in New Hampshire newspapers, au-
thors, and books on New Hampshire
history and culture. It includes an ar-
chive of Granite State political his-
tory, including posters, buttons, and
bumper stickers from New Hampshire
Presidential primaries dating back to
1952. One of its most prized possessions
is a 20-foot, floor-to-ceiling ‘‘Hitchcock
map’’ of New Hampshire, with the
State’s mountains, valleys, and lakes
carved in relief by Dartmouth Col-
lege—students in 1877.
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During my years as Governor, I had
the daily pleasure of looking out on
our beautiful State library from my of-
fice windows in the State capitol. Both
the building and its collection are
among our State’s most prized cultural
treasures. I am grateful to State librar-
ian Michael York and his professional
staff for their dedicated service to our
State and for their loving stewardship
of this special building. I join with peo-
ple across the Granite State in cele-
brating the first 300 years of America’s
first State library.e

———

TRIBUTE TO CONNOR BARRETT

e Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I recognize the hard work of my Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation
Committee intern Connor Barrett. Con-
nor hails from Bend, OR, and is an as-
piring law student.

While interning for the Commerce
Committee, Connor assisted the Sub-
committee on Surface Transportation.
He is a dedicated worker who was com-
mitted to getting the most out of his
internship. I extend my sincere thanks
and appreciation to Connor for all of
the fine work he did for the committee
and wish him continued success in the
years to come.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:20 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3759. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a Family
Caregiving Strategy, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3979. An act to amend the Fish and
Wildlife Act of 1956 to reauthorize the volun-
teer services, community partnership, and
refuge education programs of the National
Wildlife Refuge System, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4661. An act to reauthorize the United
States Fire Administration, the Assistance
to Firefighters Grants program, the Fire
Prevention and Safety Grants program, and
the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emer-
gency Response grant program, and for other
purposes.
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