
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES8070 December 18, 2017 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2396. An act to amend the Gramm- 
Leach-Bliley Act to update the exception for 
certain annual notices provided by financial 
institutions. 

H.R. 2815. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 30 
East Somerset Street in Raritan, New Jer-
sey, as the ‘‘Gunnery Sergeant John 
Basilone Post Office’’ . 

H.R. 4042. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1415 West Oak Street, in Kissimmee, Flor-
ida, as the ‘‘Borinqueneers Post Office Build-
ing’’ . 

H.R. 4324. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to make certifications with 
respect to United States and foreign finan-
cial institutions’ aircraft-related trans-
actions involving Iran, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 2396. An act to amend the Gramm- 
Leach-Bliley Act to update the exception for 
certain annual notices provided by financial 
institutions; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 2815. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 30 East Somerset Street in Raritan, New 
Jersey, as the ‘‘Gunnery Sergeant John 
Basilone Post Office’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 4042. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1415 West Oak Street, in Kissimmee, Flor-
ida, as the ‘‘Borinqueneers Post Office Build-
ing’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 4324. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to make certifications with 
respect to United States and foreign finan-
cial institutions’ aircraft-related trans-
actions involving Iran, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3716. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Operation of the En-
terprise for the Americas Initiative and the 
Tropical Forest Conservation Act 2016 An-
nual Report to Congress’’; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–3717. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 22–198, ‘‘Public Employee Rela-
tions Board Term Limit Temporary Amend-
ment Act of 2017’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–3718. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-

bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 22–199, ‘‘Medical Respite Services 
Exemption Temporary Amendment Act of 
2017’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3719. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 22–200, ‘‘Government Employer- 
Assisted Housing Temporary Amendment 
Act of 2017’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3720. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 22–201, ‘‘Business Improvement 
Districts Tax Exemption Temporary Amend-
ment Act of 2017’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–3721. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 22–203, ‘‘Southwest Waterfront 
Park Bus Prohibition Temporary Act of 
2017’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3722. A communication from the Board 
Members, Railroad Retirement Board, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Board’s Per-
formance and Accountability Report for fis-
cal year 2017, including the Office of Inspec-
tor General’s Auditor’s Report; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–3723. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Relations, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the fiscal year 2017 an-
nual report regarding the financial status of 
the Federal Housing Administration’s Mu-
tual Mortgage Insurance Fund; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–3724. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Executive Office for Immigra-
tion Review, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Procedures Further Implementing 
the Annual Limitation on Suspension of De-
portation and Cancellation of Removal’’ 
(RIN1125–AA25) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 13, 2017; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. CRAPO, from the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, with 
amendments: 

S. 2155. A bill to promote economic growth, 
provide tailored regulatory relief, and en-
hance consumer protections, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. WICKER: 
S. 2242. A bill to amend the Omnibus Pub-

lic Land Management Act of 2009 to clarify 
the authority of the Administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration with respect to post-storm assess-
ments, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr. 
BENNET): 

S. 2243. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to authorize funding for the vol-
untary public access and habitat incentive 
program; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 2244. A bill to create opportunities for 
women in the aviation industry; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. LEE, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mr. MCCAIN, and Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 2245. A bill to include New Zealand in 
the list of foreign states whose nationals are 
eligible for admission into the United States 
as E–1 and E–2 nonimmigrants if United 
States nationals are treated similarly by the 
Government of New Zealand; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 358 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 358, a bill to establish a 
designation for jurisdictions permis-
sive to terrorism financing, to build 
the capacity of partner nations to in-
vestigate, prosecute, and hold account-
able terrorist financiers, to impose re-
strictions on foreign financial institu-
tions that provide financial services for 
terrorist organizations, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 540 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from 
Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 540, a bill to limit the 
authority of States to tax certain in-
come of employees for employment du-
ties performed in other States. 

S. 654 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 654, a bill to revise section 48 of 
title 18, United States Code, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 974 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) and the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 974, a bill to promote 
competition in the market for drugs 
and biological products by facilitating 
the timely entry of lower-cost generic 
and biosimilar versions of those drugs 
and biological products. 

S. 1689 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1689, a bill to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to provide for a new 
rule regarding the application of the 
Act to marihuana, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1706 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1706, a bill to prevent human health 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:16 Dec 19, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A18DE6.004 S18DEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8071 December 18, 2017 
threats posed by the consumption of 
equines raised in the United States. 

S. 1838 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1838, a bill to repeal the authority 
under the National Labor Relations 
Act for States to enact laws prohib-
iting agreements requiring member-
ship in a labor organization as a condi-
tion of employment, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2089 

At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2089, a bill to amend the 
Older Americans Act of 1965 to provide 
equal treatment of LGBT older individ-
uals, and for other purposes. 

S. 2109 

At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2109, a bill to count revenues from mili-
tary and veteran education programs 
toward the limit on Federal revenues 
that certain proprietary institutions of 
higher education are allowed to receive 
for purposes of section 487 of the High-
er Education Act of 1965, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2127 

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2127, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the United States merchant mari-
ners of World War II, in recognition of 
their dedicated and vital service during 
World War II. 

S. 2211 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2211, a bill to establish 
a national endangered missing advisory 
communications network, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2219 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2219, a bill to reduce the 
number of preventable deaths and inju-
ries caused by underride crashes, to im-
prove motor carrier and passenger 
motor vehicle safety, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2236 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2236, a bill to require covered dis-
crimination and covered harassment 
awareness and prevention training for 
Members, officers, employees, interns, 
fellows, and detailees of Congress with-
in 30 days of employment and annually 
thereafter, to require a biennial cli-
mate survey of Congress, to amend the 
enforcement process under the Office of 
Congressional Workplace Rights for 

covered discrimination and covered 
harassment complaints, and for other 
purposes. 

S. RES. 355 

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 355, a resolution improving 
procedures for the consideration of 
nominations in the Senate. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and 
Mr. BENNET): 

S. 2243. A bill to amend the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 to authorize funding 
for the voluntary public access and 
habitat incentive program; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, as a fifth 
generation Montanan and avid out-
doorsman, I know how important pub-
lic use of our public lands is to Mon-
tanans. Many Montanans, including 
myself, have also had great experiences 
hunting, fishing, or hiking on approved 
private lands as well. Expanding access 
for sportsmen, improving habitat, and 
upholding property rights are all prior-
ities of mine, which is why I am intro-
ducing the Voluntary Public Access 
Improvement Act. This bill would reau-
thorize the Voluntary Public Access- 
Habitat Improvement Program, a vol-
untary state-led program that expands 
public access by incentivizing private 
landowners to allow the public on their 
property for hunting, fishing, and other 
outdoor recreational activities while 
protecting their private property 
rights. In Montana alone, over 70,000 
acres of private lands have been volun-
tarily opened up for hunting and in-
creased public access, and the Vol-
untary Public Access Improvement Act 
would help build on that success. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2243 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Voluntary 
Public Access Improvement Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. VOLUNTARY PUBLIC ACCESS AND HABI-

TAT INCENTIVE PROGRAM. 
Section 1240R(f)(1) of the Food Security 

Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–5(f)(1)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘practicable, $50,000,000’’ 
and inserting the following: ‘‘practicable— 

‘‘(A) $50,000,000’’; 
(2) in subparagraph (A) (as so designated), 

by striking ‘‘2012 and $40,000,000’’ and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘2012; 

‘‘(B) $40,000,000’’; and 
(3) in subparagraph (B) (as so designated), 

by striking the period at the end and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘; and 

‘‘(C) $150,000,000 for the period of fiscal 
years 2019 through 2023.’’. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 2244. A bill to create opportunities 
for women in the aviation industry; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
to join my colleague from Illinois, Sen-
ator DUCKWORTH, in introducing the 
Promoting Women in the Aviation 
Workforce Act of 2017. Our bill seeks to 
encourage and support women pursuing 
careers in the field of aviation. 

As Chairman of the Senate Transpor-
tation Appropriations Subcommittee, I 
believe it is important to help women 
achieve their professional aspirations 
across all transportation sectors. Al-
though women make up over 50 percent 
of our Nation’s workforce, they are sig-
nificantly underrepresented in the 
aviation industry, representing only 
two percent of airline mechanics, four 
percent of flight engineers, five percent 
of repairmen, six percent of pilots, 18 
percent of flight dispatchers, and 26 
percent of air traffic controllers. 

Our bill expresses the sense of Con-
gress that the aviation industry should 
explore the possibility of offering op-
portunities, such as pilot training, 
STEM education, and mentorship pro-
grams, which would help to encourage 
women to pursue aviation careers from 
a young age. 

In addition, our bill would direct the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to create and manage a Women 
in Aviation Advisory Board to hold the 
industry accountable for providing edu-
cation, training, mentorship, outreach, 
and recruitment programs that are 
aimed at women. 

Finally, in another effort to improve 
the availability and quality of edu-
cational opportunities for women pur-
suing careers in aviation, this legisla-
tion would require that the FAA sub-
mit a report to Congress on current 
trends concerning women in aviation 
and the potential for expanding related 
programming. 

Mr. President, I believe this bill will 
have a positive impact on the work-
force supporting one of our country’s 
leading industries. I want to thank 
Senator DUCKWORTH for partnering 
with me on this effort, and urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 19, 2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Tuesday, Decem-
ber 19; further, that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; further, that 
following leader remarks, the Senate 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
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