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(2) international students studying at
United States colleges and universities con-
tributed $32,800,000,000 to the United States
economy and supported more than 400,000
jobs during the 2015-16 academic year, which
represents a 7.2 percent increase in job sup-
port and creation and a 7 percent increase in
money contributed to the economy compared
to the previous academic year;

Whereas exchange experiences enable
international visitors to become informal
ambassadors for their home countries while
they are in the United States and for the
United States when they return to their
home countries by sharing an appreciation
for common values, counteracting stereo-
types, and enhancing mutual respect for cul-
tural differences;

Whereas research indicates that the United
States needs to encourage more students to
graduate with expertise in foreign languages,
cultures, and politics to fill the demands of
business, government, and universities;

Whereas international education and ex-
change programs are a particularly effective
way for American students to develop for-
eign language capability and cultural aware-
ness, which are skills that United States em-
ployers seek to remain globally competitive;
and

Whereas international education and ex-
change programs shape the views and opin-
ions of participants, many of whom are or
will become leaders in their communities,
both in the United States and abroad:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that international education
and exchange programs—

(A) enhance national security;

(B) further United States foreign policy
goals and economic competitiveness; and

(C) promote mutual understanding and co-
operation among nations;

(2) encourages international education and
exchange programs to ensure that the United
States maintains a broad international
knowledge base;

(3) supports international education and
exchange programs as a means of strength-
ening foreign language skills and fostering a
better understanding of the world by United
States citizens, especially youth;

(4) commends the American and inter-
national education and exchange partici-
pants, volunteers, educators, program alum-
ni, host families, high schools, colleges, uni-
versities, and host communities for their in-
volvement in such programs; and

(6) celebrates the integral role inter-
national education and exchange programs
play for the United States and its people.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 358—DESIG-
NATING DECEMBER 3, 2017, AS
“NATIONAL PHENYLKETONURIA
AWARENESS DAY”

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 358

Whereas phenylketonuria (in this preamble
referred to as “PKU”) is a rare, inherited
metabolic disorder that is characterized by
the inability of the body to process the es-
sential amino acid phenylalanine and which
causes intellectual disability and other neu-
rological problems, such as memory loss and
mood disorders, when treatment is not start-
ed within the first few weeks of life;

Whereas PKU is also referred to as
Phenylalanine Hydroxylase Deficiency;

Whereas newborn screening for PKU was
initiated in the United States in 1963 and was
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recommended for inclusion in State newborn
screening programs under the Newborn
Screening Saves Lives Act of 2007 (Public
Law 110-204);

Whereas approximately 1 out of every
15,000 infants in the United States is born
with PKU;

Whereas PKU is treated with medical food;

Whereas the 2012 Phenylketonuria Sci-
entific Review Conference affirmed the rec-
ommendation of lifelong dietary treatment
for PKU made by the National Institutes of
Health Consensus Development Conference
Statement 2000;

Whereas, in 2014, the American College of
Medical Genetics and Genomics and Genetic
Metabolic Dieticians International published
medical and dietary guidelines on the opti-
mal treatment of PKU;

Whereas medical foods are medically nec-
essary for children and adults living with
PKU;

Whereas adults with PKU who discontinue
treatment are at risk for serious medical
issues, such as depression, impulse control
disorder, phobias, tremors, and pareses;

Whereas women with PKU must maintain
strict metabolic control before and during
pregnancy to prevent fetal damage;

Whereas children born from untreated
mothers with PKU may have a condition
known as ‘‘maternal phenylketonuria syn-
drome’’, which can cause small brains, intel-
lectual disabilities, birth defects of the
heart, and low birth weights;

Whereas, although there is no cure for
PKU, treatment involving medical foods,
medications, and restriction of
phenylalanine intake can prevent progres-
sive, irreversible brain damage;

Whereas access to health insurance cov-
erage for medical food varies across the
United States and the long-term costs asso-
ciated with caring for untreated children and
adults with PKU far exceed the cost of pro-
viding medical food treatment;

Whereas gaps in medical foods coverage
has a detrimental impact on individuals with
PKU, their families, and society;

Whereas scientists and researchers are
hopeful that breakthroughs in PKU research
will be forthcoming;

Whereas researchers across the United
States are conducting important research
projects involving PKU; and

Whereas the Senate is an institution that
can raise awareness of PKU among the gen-
eral public and the medical community:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates December 3, 2017, as ‘‘Na-
tional Phenylketonuria Awareness Day’’;

(2) encourages all people in the United
States to become more informed about
phenylketonuria and the role of medical
foods in treating phenylketonuria; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the National PKU Alli-
ance, a nonprofit organization dedicated to

improving the lives of individuals with
phenylketonuria.
——
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have 9 request for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, December 12, 2017, at 10 a.m.
in room SD-366 to consider the fol-
lowing nominations: Linda Capuano, of
Texas, to be Administrator of the En-
ergy Information Administration, De-
partment of Energy, and Timothy R.
Petty, of Indiana, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Interior.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, December 12, 2017, at 10 a.m.
in room SD-366 to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, December 12, 2017,
at 10 a.m. in room SD-430 to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘“The Cost of Prescrip-
tion Drugs: An Examination of the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engi-
neering, and Medicine Report ‘‘Making
Medicines Affordable: A National Im-
perative’.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, December 12,
2017, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Oversight of the Ensuring Pa-
tient Access and Effective Drug En-
forcement Act”.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
December 12, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. in room
SH-219 to conduct a closed hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATION,
TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION, AND THE INTERNET
The Subcommittee on Communica-
tion, Technology, Innovation, and the
Internet of the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, December 12,
2017, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Digital Decision-Making: the
Building Blocks of the Machine Learn-
ing and Artificial Intelligence”’
SUBCOMMITTEE OCEAN, ATMOSPHERE,
FISHERIES, AND COAST GUARD
The Subcommittee Ocean, Atmos-
phere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard of
the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, December 12, 2017, at 2:30
p.m. in room SR-253 to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘National Ocean Policy:
Stakeholder Perspectives’.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPE AND REGIONAL
SECURITY COOPERATION
The Subcommittee on Europe and
Regional Security Cooperation of the
Committee on Foreign Relations is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, December 12,
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2017, at 10 a.m. in room SR-253 to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘European En-
ergy Security: U.S. Interests and Coer-
cive Russian Diplomacy’’.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AFRICA AND GLOBAL HEALTH
POLICY

The Subcommittee on Africa and
Global Health Policy of the Committee
on Foreign Relations is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, December 12, 2017, at 2
p.m. to conduct a hearing entitled
“The Future of Zimbabwe”’.

———

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT INTERNATIONAL

EDUCATION AND EXCHANGE
PROGRAMS FURTHER UNITED
STATES NATIONAL SECURITY

AND FOREIGN POLICY PRIOR-
ITIES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 357, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 357) expressing the
sense of the Senate that international edu-
cation and exchange programs further
United States national security and foreign
policy priorities, enhance United States eco-
nomic competitiveness, and promote mutual
understanding and cooperation among na-
tions, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the meas-
ure.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is on agreeing to
the resolution.
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The resolution (S. Res. 357) was
agreed to.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
amble be agreed to and the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

————

NATIONAL PHENYLKETONURIA
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 358, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 358) designating De-
cember 3, 2017, as ‘‘National Phenyl-
ketonuria Awareness Day.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

368) was
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ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 13, 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 12 noon, Wednesday, De-
cember 13; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Willett nomination; fi-
nally, that all time during recess, ad-
journment, morning business, and lead-
er remarks count postcloture on the
Willett nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:03 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, December 13, 2017, at 12 noon.

——————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate December 12, 2017:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MARY KIRTLEY WATERS, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE (LEGISLATIVE AF-
FAIRS).

THE JUDICIARY

LEONARD STEVEN GRASZ, OF NEBRASKA, TO BE
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE EIGHTH CIR-
CUIT.
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