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By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. TILLIS, 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. INHOFE, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. MCCAIN, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. WYDEN, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR): 

S. Res. 350. A resolution recognizing the 
69th anniversary of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and the celebration of 
‘‘Human Rights Day’’; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr. 
COCHRAN): 

S. Res. 351. A resolution recognizing the bi-
centennial of the State of Mississippi on De-
cember 10, 2017; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and 
Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. Res. 352. A resolution designating the 
week of December 3 through December 9, 
2017, as ‘‘National Nurse-Managed Health 
Clinic Week’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
KING): 

S. Res. 353. A resolution designating De-
cember 16, 2017, as ‘‘Wreaths Across America 
Day’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
MENENDEZ): 

S. Res. 354. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the courageous 
work and life of Argentinian prosecutor 
Alberto Nisman, and calling for a swift and 
transparent investigation into his tragic 
death in Buenos Aires on January 18, 2015; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. LANKFORD: 
S. Res. 355. A resolution improving proce-

dures for the consideration of nominations in 
the Senate; to the Committee on Rules and 
Administration. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 298 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 298, a bill to require Senate 
candidates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form. 

S. 540 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 540, a bill to limit the author-
ity of States to tax certain income of 
employees for employment duties per-
formed in other States. 

S. 1172 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1172, a bill to impose sanctions 
with respect to foreign persons respon-
sible for gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) individuals, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1353 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1353, a bill to require 
States to automatically register eligi-
ble voters to vote in elections for Fed-
eral offices, and for other purposes. 

S. 1464 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 

(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1464, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the ex-
clusion for energy conservation sub-
sidies provided by public utilities to in-
clude subsidies provided by public util-
ities and State and local governments 
for water conservation and storm 
water management. 

S. 1842 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1842, a bill to provide for 
wildfire suppression operations, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1913 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1913, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act and the Fed-
eral Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 to make the native sod 
provisions applicable to the United 
States and to modify those provisions, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2030 

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2030, a bill to 
deem the compliance date for amended 
energy conservation standards for ceil-
ing light kits to be January 21, 2020, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2032 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2032, a bill to make cer-
tain footwear eligible for duty-free 
treatment under the Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2055 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2055, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to better address 
substance use and substance use dis-
orders among young people. 

S. 2070 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2070, a bill to amend the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act of 1994, to reauthorize the Missing 
Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Pro-
gram, and to promote initiatives that 
will reduce the risk of injury and death 
relating to the wandering characteris-
tics of some children with autism. 

S. 2143 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2143, a bill to amend the National 
Labor Relations Act to strengthen pro-
tections for employees wishing to advo-
cate for improved wages, hours, or 
other terms or conditions of employ-
ment, to expand coverage under such 

Act, to provide a process for achieving 
initial collective bargaining agree-
ments, and to provide for stronger rem-
edies for interference with these rights, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2152 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON), the Senator from Rhode 
Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) and 
the Senator from West Virginia (Mrs. 
CAPITO) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2152, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide for assistance 
for victims of child pornography, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2201 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2201, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to improve college 
access and college completion for all 
students. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DAINES: 
S. 2206. A bill to release certain wil-

derness study areas in the State of 
Montana; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, as a fifth 
generation Montanan and an avid out-
doorsman, I know how important ac-
cess to our public lands are. Having 
hiked, camped, biked, and snowmobiled 
countless miles in the wilderness, for-
ests, and other public lands of Mon-
tana, I share with other Montanans the 
desire to explore the beauty of our 
state. That is why today I am intro-
ducing the Protect Public Use of Public 
Lands Act. This bill follows calls from 
countless Montanans and the U.S. For-
est Service recommendations to open 
up Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) that 
the Forest Service recommended to 
manage as non-wilderness after the 
congressionally mandated study in the 
1970s. The bill would allow new uses to 
be considered in the public planning 
process. For too long these lands have 
remained in limbo and many forms of 
recreation have been significantly re-
duced. For this reason, the Montana 
Legislature passed a measure calling 
on Congress to take action on these 
Wilderness Study Areas, and I have 
continued to hear from County Com-
missioners, local Montanans, farmers, 
ranchers, and recreation groups since I 
have been in Congress of their support 
for action. Hearing this call I today in-
troduce the Protect Public Use of Pub-
lic Lands Act and ask my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this important 
measure. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as, follows: 
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S. 2206 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protect Pub-
lic Use of Public Lands Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RELEASE OF CERTAIN WILDERNESS 

STUDY AREAS IN THE STATE OF 
MONTANA. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) under the Montana Wilderness Study 

Act of 1977 (Public Law 95–150; 91 Stat. 1243), 
9 wilderness study areas comprising a total 
of 973,000 acres of land in the State of Mon-
tana were set aside for the Secretary of Agri-
culture to evaluate the suitability of the wil-
derness study areas for designation as wil-
derness in accordance with the Wilderness 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), with the evalua-
tion to be completed not later than 5 years 
after the date of enactment of the Montana 
Wilderness Study Act of 1977 (Public Law 95– 
150; 91 Stat. 1243); 

(2) between 1979 and 1986, the Chief of the 
Forest Service completed the studies of the 9 
wilderness study areas and determined that 
608,700 acres of the original 973,000 acres des-
ignated as wilderness study areas by the 
Montana Wilderness Study Act of 1977 (Pub-
lic Law 95–150; 91 Stat. 1243) were unsuitable 
for inclusion in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System; 

(3) since the completion of the studies re-
quired under the Montana Wilderness Study 
Act of 1977 (Public Law 95–150; 91 Stat. 1243), 
of the land designated as wilderness study 
areas by that Act— 

(A) 171,000 acres have been designated as 
wilderness by Congress; and 

(B) 663,000 acres remain as wilderness study 
areas until Congress acts; 

(4) Congress has failed to act on the rec-
ommendations of the Chief of the Forest 
Service with respect to the remaining 7 wil-
derness study areas; 

(5) the Montana State legislature passed 
House Joint Resolution 9, a resolution ask-
ing Congress to address the remaining 7 wil-
derness study areas; 

(6) County commissions, sportsmen, farm-
ers and ranchers, and outdoor recreation 
groups in the State of Montana support Con-
gress acting to remove the land in the State 
described in subsection (c) to protect public 
use of public land; and 

(7) for the purposes of section 3(a) of the 
Montana Wilderness Study Act of 1977 (Pub-
lic Law 95–150; 91 Stat. 1244), the land in the 
State of Montana described in subsection (c) 
has been adequately studied for wilderness 
designation. 

(b) RELEASE.—The land described in sub-
section (c) is no longer subject to section 3(a) 
of the Montana Wilderness Study Act of 1977 
(Public Law 95–150; 91 Stat. 1244). 

(c) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re-
ferred to in paragraphs (6) and (7) of sub-
section (a) and subsection (b) is— 

(1) the approximately 151,000 acres of land 
comprising the West Pioneer Wilderness 
Study Area; 

(2) the approximately 32,500 acres of land 
within the Blue Joint Wilderness Study Area 
not recommended for wilderness classifica-
tion in the record of decision prepared by the 
Forest Service entitled ‘‘Bitterroot National 
Forest Plan’’ and dated September 1987; 

(3) the approximately 94,000 acres of land 
comprising the Sapphire Wilderness Study 
Area; 

(4) the approximately 81,000 acres of land 
comprising the Middle Fork Judith Wilder-
ness Study Area; and 

(5) the approximately 91,000 acres of land 
comprising the Big Snowies Wilderness 
Study Area. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
CASSIDY, and Mr. TOOMEY): 

S. 2209. A bill to amend title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to require 
States to count monetary winnings 
from lotteries and other lump-sum in-
come of $80,000 or more as if they were 
obtained over multiple months for pur-
poses of determining income eligibility 
for medical assistance; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2209 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Prioritizing 
the Most Vulnerable Over Lottery Winners 
Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. TREATMENT OF LOTTERY WINNINGS AND 

OTHER LUMP-SUM INCOME FOR 
PURPOSES OF INCOME ELIGIBILITY 
UNDER MEDICAID. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1902 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(17), by striking 
‘‘(e)(14), (e)(14)’’ and inserting ‘‘(e)(14), 
(e)(15)’’; and 

(2) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (14) (relating to modified 

adjusted gross income), by adding at the end 
the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(J) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN LOTTERY 
WINNINGS AND INCOME RECEIVED AS A LUMP 
SUM.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an indi-
vidual who is the recipient of qualified lot-
tery winnings (pursuant to lotteries occur-
ring on or after January 1, 2018) or qualified 
lump sum income (received on or after such 
date) and whose eligibility for medical as-
sistance is determined based on the applica-
tion of modified adjusted gross income under 
subparagraph (A), a State shall, in deter-
mining such eligibility, include such 
winnings or income (as applicable) as income 
received— 

‘‘(I) in the month in which such winnings 
or income (as applicable) is received if the 
amount of such winnings or income is less 
than $80,000; 

‘‘(II) over a period of 2 months if the 
amount of such winnings or income (as appli-
cable) is greater than or equal to $80,000 but 
less than $90,000; 

‘‘(III) over a period of 3 months if the 
amount of such winnings or income (as appli-
cable) is greater than or equal to $90,000 but 
less than $100,000; and 

‘‘(IV) over a period of 3 months plus 1 addi-
tional month for each increment of $10,000 of 
such winnings or income (as applicable) re-
ceived, not to exceed a period of 120 months 
(for winnings or income of $1,260,000 or 
more), if the amount of such winnings or in-
come is greater than or equal to $100,000. 

‘‘(ii) COUNTING IN EQUAL INSTALLMENTS.— 
For purposes of subclauses (II), (III), and (IV) 
of clause (i), winnings or income to which 
such subclause applies shall be counted in 
equal monthly installments over the period 
of months specified under such subclause. 

‘‘(iii) HARDSHIP EXEMPTION.—An individual 
whose income, by application of clause (i), 
exceeds the applicable eligibility threshold 
established by the State, shall continue to be 
eligible for medical assistance to the extent 
that the State determines, under procedures 
established by the State (in accordance with 

standards specified by the Secretary), that 
the denial of eligibility of the individual 
would cause an undue medical or financial 
hardship as determined on the basis of cri-
teria established by the Secretary. 

‘‘(iv) NOTIFICATIONS AND ASSISTANCE RE-
QUIRED IN CASE OF LOSS OF ELIGIBILITY.—A 
State shall, with respect to an individual 
who loses eligibility for medical assistance 
under the State plan (or a waiver of such 
plan) by reason of clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) before the date on which the individual 
loses such eligibility, inform the individual— 

‘‘(aa) of the individual’s opportunity to en-
roll in a qualified health plan offered 
through an Exchange established under title 
I of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act during the special enrollment pe-
riod specified in section 9801(f)(3) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to loss 
of Medicaid or CHIP coverage); and 

‘‘(bb) of the date on which the individual 
would no longer be considered ineligible by 
reason of clause (i) to receive medical assist-
ance under the State plan or under any waiv-
er of such plan and be eligible to reapply to 
receive such medical assistance; and 

‘‘(II) provide technical assistance to the in-
dividual seeking to enroll in such a qualified 
health plan. 

‘‘(v) QUALIFIED LOTTERY WINNINGS DE-
FINED.—In this subparagraph, the term 
‘qualified lottery winnings’ means winnings 
from a sweepstakes, lottery, or pool de-
scribed in paragraph (3) of section 4402 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or a lottery 
operated by a multistate or multijuris-
dictional lottery association, including 
amounts awarded as a lump sum payment. 

‘‘(vi) QUALIFIED LUMP SUM INCOME DE-
FINED.—In this subparagraph, the term 
‘qualified lump sum income’ means income 
that is received as a lump sum from one of 
the following sources: 

‘‘(I) Monetary winnings from gambling (as 
defined by the Secretary and including gam-
bling activities described in section 1955(b)(4) 
of title 18, United States Code). 

‘‘(II) Damages received, whether by suit or 
agreement and whether as lump sums or as 
periodic payments (other than monthly pay-
ments), on account of causes of action other 
than causes of action arising from personal 
physical injuries or physical sickness. 

‘‘(III) Income received as liquid assets from 
the estate (as defined in section 1917(b)(4)) of 
a deceased individual.’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘(14) EXCLUSION’’ and in-
serting ‘‘(15) EXCLUSION’’. 

(b) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.— 
(1) INTERCEPTION OF LOTTERY WINNINGS AL-

LOWED.—Nothing in the amendment made by 
subsection (a)(2) shall be construed as pre-
venting a State from intercepting the State 
lottery winnings awarded to an individual in 
the State to recover amounts paid by the 
State under the State Medicaid plan under 
title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) for medical assistance 
furnished to the individual. 

(2) APPLICABILITY LIMITED TO ELIGIBILITY OF 
RECIPIENT OF LOTTERY WINNINGS OR LUMP SUM 
INCOME.—Nothing in the amendment made 
by subsection (a)(2)(A) shall be construed, 
with respect to a determination of household 
income for purposes of a determination of 
eligibility for medical assistance under the 
State plan under title XIX of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) (or a waiver 
of such plan) made by applying modified ad-
justed gross income under subparagraph (A) 
of section 1902(e)(14) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
1396a(e)(14)), as limiting the eligibility for 
such medical assistance of any individual 
that is a member of the household other 
than the individual who received qualified 
lottery winnings or qualified lump-sum in-
come (as defined in subparagraph (J) of such 
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section 1902(e)(14), as added by subsection 
(a)(2)(A) of this section). 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 350—RECOG-
NIZING THE 69TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARA-
TION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
THE CELEBRATION OF ‘‘HUMAN 
RIGHTS DAY’’ 

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. INHOFE, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. WYDEN, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 350 

Whereas the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, adopted by the United Na-
tions 69 years ago on December 10, 1948, rep-
resents the first comprehensive agreement 
among nations as to the specific rights and 
freedoms of all human beings; 

Whereas the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights upholds the basic principles of 
liberty and freedom enshrined in the Con-
stitution of the United States and the Bill of 
Rights; 

Whereas awareness of human rights— 
(1) is essential to the realization of funda-

mental freedoms; 
(2) promotes equality; 
(3) contributes to preventing conflict and 

human rights violations; and 
(4) enhances participation in democratic 

processes; 
Whereas Congress has a proud history of 

promoting human rights that are inter-
nationally recognized; and 

Whereas December 10 of each year is cele-
brated around the world as ‘‘Human Rights 
Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 69th anniversary of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the celebration of ‘‘Human Rights Day’’; 

(2) supports the ideals of human rights and 
reaffirms the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights; 

(3) encourages all nations to continue 
working towards freedom, peace, and secu-
rity, which can be achieved through democ-
racy, respect for human rights, and the rule 
of law; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe ‘‘Human Rights Day’’ and 
continue a commitment to upholding free-
dom, democracy, and human rights across 
the globe. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 351—RECOG-
NIZING THE BICENTENNIAL OF 
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI ON 
DECEMBER 10, 2017 

Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr. 
COCHRAN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 351 

Whereas December 10, 2017, marks a his-
toric bicentennial, denoting 200 years since 
the State of Mississippi was admitted to the 
Union; 

Whereas this momentous occasion marks a 
time for Mississippians and all people of the 

United States to remember the past and cel-
ebrate the future, including the significant 
contributions of the State of Mississippi to 
the culture, governance, and intellect of the 
United States; 

Whereas on March 1, 1817, President James 
Monroe signed into law ‘‘An Act to enable 
the people of the western part of the Mis-
sissippi territory to form a constitution and 
state government, and for the admission of 
such state into the union, on an equal foot-
ing with the original states’’ (3 Stat. 348, 
chapter 23), setting the boundaries for the 
State of Mississippi; 

Whereas on December 10, 1817, the United 
States approved the Mississippi Constitution 
and admitted the State of Mississippi as the 
20th State of the Union; 

Whereas the history of Mississippi is most 
deeply rooted in the people and land of Mis-
sissippi, which has produced a unique and 
rich culture distinct from any other State; 

Whereas in the 200 years since the birth of 
Mississippi as a sovereign State, the citizens 
of Mississippi have made many significant 
achievements in agriculture, art, cuisine, in-
dustry, literature, music, science, and many 
other important areas; 

Whereas Mississippians have shown their 
patriotism to the United States through 
their dedicated service to the protection of 
the United States through every major con-
flict; 

Whereas the land of Mississippi has pro-
duced crops, timber, and protein for the 
United States and the world while surviving 
the devastation of hurricanes and other nat-
ural disasters over the course of the history 
of Mississippi; and 

Whereas the Mississippi Bicentennial Cele-
bration Commission is dedicated to cele-
brating all aspects of the past 200 years of 
history of Mississippi as a State and has 
planned numerous major events in coordina-
tion with communities, which will culminate 
on December 9, 2017, with the grand opening 
of— 

(1) the Museum of Mississippi History; and 
(2) the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum: 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the momentous occasion of 

the bicentennial of the State of Mississippi 
on December 10, 2017; 

(2) encourages all Mississippians to observe 
the day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to— 

(A) the Governor of Mississippi; 
(B) the National Archives; and 
(C) the Mississippi Department of Archives 

and History. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 352—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF DECEM-
BER 3 THROUGH DECEMBER 9, 
2017, AS ‘‘NATIONAL NURSE-MAN-
AGED HEALTH CLINIC WEEK’’ 
Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and 

Mr. MERKLEY) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 352 
Whereas nurse-managed health clinics are 

nonprofit, community-based health care 
sites that offer primary care and wellness 
services based on the nursing model; 

Whereas the nursing model emphasizes the 
protection, promotion, and optimization of 
health, the prevention of illness, the allevi-
ation of suffering, and the diagnosis and 
treatment of illness; 

Whereas an advanced practice nurse leads 
each nurse-managed health clinic, and an 

interdisciplinary team of highly qualified 
health care professionals staffs each nurse- 
managed health clinic; 

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics 
offer a broad scope of services, including 
treatment for acute and chronic illnesses, 
routine physical exams, immunizations for 
adults and children, disease screenings, 
health education, prenatal care, dental care, 
and drug and alcohol treatment; 

Whereas, as of September 2017, approxi-
mately 500 nurse-managed health clinics pro-
vided care across the United States and re-
corded more than 2,500,000 patient encoun-
ters annually; 

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics 
strengthen the health care safety net by ex-
panding access to primary care and chronic 
disease management services for vulnerable 
and medically underserved populations in di-
verse rural, urban, and suburban commu-
nities; 

Whereas research has shown that nurse- 
managed health clinics experience high pa-
tient retention and patient satisfaction 
rates, and nurse-managed health clinic pa-
tients, compared to patients of other similar 
safety net providers, experience higher rates 
of generic medication fills and lower hos-
pitalization rates; 

Whereas the 2013 Health Affairs article 
‘‘Nurse-Managed Health Centers and Pa-
tient-Homes Could Mitigate Expected Pri-
mary Care Physician Shortage’’ highlights 
the ability of nurse-managed health clinics 
to bring high quality care to individuals who 
may not otherwise receive needed services; 
and 

Whereas nurse-managed health clinics of-
fering both primary care and wellness serv-
ices provide quality care in a cost-effective 
manner: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of December 3 

through December 9, 2017, as ‘‘National 
Nurse-Managed Health Clinic Week’’; 

(2) supports the ideals and goals of Na-
tional Nurse-Managed Health Clinic Week; 
and 

(3) encourages the expansion of nurse-man-
aged health clinics so that nurse-managed 
health clinics may continue to serve as 
health care workforce development sites for 
the next generation of primary care pro-
viders. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 353—DESIG-
NATING DECEMBER 16, 2017, AS 
‘‘WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
DAY’’ 
Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 

KING) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 353 

Whereas, 26 years before the date of adop-
tion of this resolution, the Wreaths Across 
America project began with an annual tradi-
tion, which occurs in December, of donating, 
transporting, and placing 5,000 Maine balsam 
fir remembrance wreaths on the graves of 
the fallen heroes buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery; 

Whereas, during the 26 years preceding the 
date of adoption of this resolution, more 
than 4,517,000 wreaths have been sent to loca-
tions, including national cemeteries and vet-
erans memorials, in every State and over-
seas; 

Whereas the mission of the Wreaths Across 
America project, to ‘‘Remember, Honor, 
Teach’’, is carried out in part by coordi-
nating wreath-laying ceremonies in all 50 
States and overseas, including at— 

(1) Arlington National Cemetery; 
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