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the same sort of thing, looking for a new life. 
Found a hard life. Hoped it would be better 
for the children. Each wave of new ones lift-
ed up the last ones. A pioneering spirit in the 
countryside here. In America, too.’’ 

‘‘I love America!’’ exclaimed the wife of 
the Australian bicentennial chairman who 
was sitting across the table. Her cheerful 
face had been hidden behind an enormous 
centerpiece of flowers. ‘‘When they sing ‘New 
York, New York’ I get excited with the best 
of ’em. It’s our second home. It opens your 
eyes a bit, doesn’t it, to get out of your own 
country.’’ 

‘‘When you do, we look awfully small.’’ 
The speaker was a dour bald gentleman sit-
ting next to her, who might have been sev-
enty, a plywood manufacturer who was rath-
er obstructed by the centerpiece. For the 
moment, he held the floor. ‘‘Our GNP is 
about the size of the GNP of Los Angeles.’’ 

The blond woman said, ‘‘Australia’s a vil-
lage, same names always popping up.’’ 

The plywood man said, ‘‘Americans have 
got a head start and size and location and 
better education, and they have more self- 
confidence.’’ 

This resonated with the blond woman’s 
male guest, whose name I never got in all 
the din and who now decided to talk to me. 
‘‘We follow America. You regulate the stock 
market, so we do it, too. You change school 
curriculum. We do it, too. Don’t think about 
it. Just do it.’’ 

‘‘We’d have been better off to start with 
pilgrims and a revolution, instead of con-
victs,’’ said the plywood manufacturer. 

‘‘We could have used an Alamo,’’ suggested 
the car dealer. ‘‘We had Gallipoli,’’ said the 
blonde’s friend. 

‘‘Wouldn’t it have been nice to have some-
thing in the center besides a red desert?’’ 
sighed the plywood man’s wife. 

The last of the fluffy Pavlova had been 
scraped from the plates, and the coffee and 
mints arrived. 

The young blond woman suddenly turned 
to me and insisted, ‘‘I reckon I ought to have 
a quarter of a vote every time you elect a 
president. I should. After all, we sit here half 
our time waiting for American to do some-
thing. Our prime minister can’t make a deal 
with Gorbachev. No one’s wondering what 
Australia’s trade policy will be. We have to 
depend on you.’’ 

‘‘We already do,’’ said the member of Par-
liament. ‘‘Do what?’’ asked the blonde. 

‘‘Depend on America. For defense. For 
things we really enjoy. Ask any of our school 
kids. I’ve done it. ‘Where would you like to 
go on this planet?’ and nine out of ten say, 
‘Disneyland.’ The script for every Australian 
Tonight show was prepared by an American 
until recently.’’ 

The car dealer was saying to Honey, ‘‘We 
never can have anything like the things that 
you have in America. There’re not enough of 
us Aussies. Disneyland and interstate high-
ways—things that are ordinary to you—are a 
wonder to us. Space stations. All the muse-
ums in Washington, D.C.’’ 

‘‘Another reason we can’t is what’s hap-
pening on Pitt Street,’’ intoned the plywood 
manufacturer. 

‘‘The esplanade work?’’ 
‘‘The lack of it. Did you hear the workers 

complained about passersby harassing them 
for leaning on their shovels? And that yes-
terday the arbitration board awarded them a 
twenty-seven-cent wage increase because of 
the harassment!’’ 

The blond woman’s date said, ‘‘Watch them 
on MacQuarie Street, at the restoration, the 
workers smearing suntan oil. It would make 
a good frame for ‘still life.’ I watched them 
from my club window yesterday at lunch.’’ 

The car dealer said, ‘‘Sunday’s Herald said 
United stewards works twice as much as 
Qantas stewards.’’ 

I said, ‘‘You see that on flights to Tokyo. 
The same Qantas crews going up on Monday 
and coming back on Thursday. And last 
month the Bridgestone Tire Company presi-
dent told me his tire plants work three hun-
dred forty-five days in Japan and America, 
and the Bridgestone plant in Adelaide works 
only two hundred ten.’’ 

The plywood man looked positively fune-
real. ‘‘We’re unusual, all right. We pay dou-
ble time for afternoon work, for overtime, 
for vacation. We pay for days off on a butch-
ers’ picnic and a bakers’ picnic—everybody 
has a picnic and we pay for that. How are we 
going to compete with the rest of the world 
when we’re on a picnic?’’ 

Now the men were enjoying long cigars and 
the ladies were doing their best to survive 
the haze, and my watch said the dinner had 
already lasted three hours. 

Honey said. ‘‘I see a lot of Japanese cars 
and American fast foods, but I don’t hear 
much proper English. Is it because I’m Amer-
ican and just don’t notice it?’’ 

‘‘It’s because we’ve changed,’’ said a lady 
across the table who up till now had been 
mostly listening. ‘‘We moved here in 1978. We 
decided Sydney winters were better than 
English summers, so we sold our house in 
London. Then, Australians still spoke of 
‘going home’ to England. Now, no one talks 
about ‘going home.’ Australianness is com-
ing out all round. We’re more American, too, 
but mainly we’re prouder of being Aus-
tralian.’’ 

The wife of the member of Parliament said 
to Honey, ‘‘Read our children’s books. I’ll 
send you some for your children. Instead of 
stories about English hobgoblins, there are 
more about aborigine spirits and stories full 
of the sounds of frogs croaking and of the 
didgeridoo, hostile and growling like the 
bely of the earth.’’ 

Honey said, ‘‘The new Sheraton in Yulara 
was lovely, brown like the desert and built 
like sails.’’ 

The wife of the M.P. said, ‘‘Our 
Australianness came out all right when they 
tried to kill the brumbies in the Snowy 
Mountains. Put a stop to that.’’ 

Honey said, ‘‘We’ve seen a lot of Australia 
in David Williamson’s plays and Mary Gil-
more’s poetry and Ken Done’s bright splashy 
painting . . .’’ 

‘‘. . . and Fred Elliot’s old marine water-
colors even if he was drunk a lot,’’ I added. 

The wife of the plywood manufacturer said, 
‘‘And I believe we’re learning that our harsh 
vast spaces and distance from everyone 
sometimes can be a wonderful advantage.’’ 
Those were the first words she had uttered in 
nearly two hours. 

From behind the centerpiece of flowers 
came the cheerful contribution of the wife of 
the bicentennial chairman. ‘‘Eight hundred 
ten of our eight hundred thirty shires have 
bicentennial committees.’’ 

The member of Parliament added, ‘‘At 
least now we toast the queen of Australia in-
stead of the empire.’’ His wife, on my right 
with white dress and earrings, asked me, 
‘‘Have you tried the wichety grubs, the moth 
larvae the abos used to eat? They’re all the 
rage. Large and crispy and in all the best 
restaurants.’’ 

‘‘No,’’ I said, ‘‘but I have been to the beach-
es and I have thought about those convicts 
who were laughing at the aborigines stand-
ing there sandy and naked and greasy. Now, 
the descendants of some of those first-fleet 
convicts are on the same beaches, sandy and 
naked and greasy.’’ 

The member of Parliament had arranged 
himself into speaking position. ‘‘Remember. 
The English left us. We didn’t leave them. 
They joined the Common Market. Gave us 
five years to adjust our exports.’’ 

This roused the car dealer, who said, ‘‘It 
goes back to the last war. Churchill said, 

‘Let them have Australia. We’ll win it back.’ 
Our boys were on the other side, fighting in 
North Africa and in Europe and the Japanese 
were bombing Darwin four times a day. The 
Americans saved us.’’ 

His wife, who was finishing off his mints, 
too, agreed. ‘‘Two Christmases ago there 
were ten thousand American sailors in Perth 
and some family took every one of ‘em home 
for the holidays.’’ 

The lights dimmed and the official bicen-
tennial film began. Trumpets heralded the 
arrival of the first fleet of ‘‘settlers’’ on Aus-
tralia’s Identity Day, January 26, 1788, and 
violins moved the story quickly along into 
the nineteenth century, and then lingered 
amid the excitement of the gold rush at Bal-
larat. 

I whispered to the wife of the member of 
Parliament, ‘‘It didn’t mention that the ‘set-
tlers’ were convicts.’’ 

‘‘No worries,’’ she said. ‘‘The first bicen-
tennial logo forgot Tasmania. Had to make a 
new one. But it’s a good thing, our bicenten-
nial. Helps us remember important things.’’ 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 51—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES AND 
PLEDGING TO OPPOSE EFFORTS 
TO REDUCE FEDERAL WORK-
FORCE PAY AND BENEFITS, 
ELIMINATE CIVIL SERVICE EM-
PLOYMENT PROTECTIONS, UN-
DERMINE COLLECTIVE BAR-
GAINING, AND INCREASE THE 
USE OF NON-FEDERAL CONTRAC-
TORS FOR INHERENTLY GOV-
ERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES 
Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BROWN, 

Mr. CARDIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. WARREN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mrs. MURRAY, and Ms. CANT-
WELL) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs: 

S. RES. 51 

Whereas Federal agencies are tasked with 
the fundamental responsibility of serving to 
protect, promote, and preserve the rights 
and interests of the people of the United 
States; 

Whereas the activities of the Federal Gov-
ernment encompass a broad range of activi-
ties, including— 

(1) conducting and supporting military op-
erations; 

(2) protecting the homeland, including 
transportation, communications, financial, 
and other systems; 

(3) preserving and enhancing public health; 
(4) supporting the least fortunate; 
(5) defending the rights and interests of in-

dividuals and consumers; 
(6) enhancing and preserving the environ-

ment of the United States; and 
(7) promoting and facilitating commerce; 
Whereas, to achieve these objectives, many 

Federal agencies conduct operations 24 hours 
per day, 7 days per week, and 365 days per 
year; 

Whereas, according to the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, the Federal Govern-
ment directly employs approximately 
2,100,000 individuals to carry out the func-
tions of the Federal Government; 

Whereas, in the past 50 years, the popu-
lation of the United States increased from 
approximately 198,000,000 individuals to more 
than 321,400,000 individuals, while the Fed-
eral workforce actually decreased from ap-
proximately 2,200,000 employees to approxi-
mately 2,100,000 employees; 
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Whereas the Federal Government functions 

most effectively, and the interest of the pub-
lic is served, when the Federal Government 
offers fair compensation, including pay, 
health, retirement, and other benefits, to at-
tract and retain qualified, diverse, and dedi-
cated Federal employees; 

Whereas, to ensure the integrity of the 
Federal civil service, it is essential that Fed-
eral employees have access to constitu-
tionally protected due process rights and the 
ability to bargain collectively; 

Whereas full- or part-time Federal employ-
ees should primarily be responsible for the 
activities and functions of the Federal Gov-
ernment; 

Whereas the effective functioning of the 
Federal Government and the integrity of the 
civil service have been undermined by efforts 
to decrease pay and benefits and reduce 
rights with respect to due process and collec-
tive bargaining; 

Whereas, through these efforts, Federal 
employees have already contributed more 
than $180,000,000,000 to the reduction of the 
Federal deficit, primarily in the form of 
higher retirement contributions and fore-
gone wages; 

Whereas reductions to pay and benefits, 
the removal of collective bargaining rights, 
and the elimination or degradation of civil 
service due process rights would make it 
harder for the Federal Government to at-
tract the best and brightest to public serv-
ice; 

Whereas reinstatement of the ‘‘Holman 
Rule’’ by the House of Representatives as 
part of the Resolution entitled ‘‘Resolution 
adopting rules for the One Hundred Fifteenth 
Congress’’, approved January 3, 2017, pre-
sents a direct threat to the employment and 
compensation of Federal employees, will not 
result in substantial savings to the Federal 
Government, and serves primarily to under-
mine the morale of the Federal workforce; 

Whereas the Federal hiring freeze ordered 
by the President on January 23, 2017, will im-
pact the ability of the Federal Government 
to provide services across the United States, 
including the ability to process the payment 
of Social Security and other benefits and 
conduct workplace, food, and product safety 
inspections; and 

Whereas it is in the interest of Congress 
and the United States for the Federal Gov-
ernment to be able to attract a diverse, dy-
namic, and dedicated workforce in order to 
serve the people of the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate will deny the 
passage of any legislation, and challenge any 
action of the executive branch, that— 

(1) erodes fair compensation for Federal 
employees, including by reducing wages, 
unjustifiably raising health insurance pre-
miums, and unnecessarily or irresponsibly 
reducing the overall Federal workforce, such 
as an appropriations bill passed by the House 
of Representatives that contains a provision 
adopted by the House of Representatives 
under section 3(a) of the Resolution entitled 
‘‘Resolution adopting rules for the One Hun-
dred Fifteenth Congress’’, approved January 
3, 2017; 

(2) undermines the value of employee re-
tirement programs, including by reducing 
earnings on retirement savings, unjustly in-
creasing employee contribution levels, or 
seeking to transition fully to a private-sec-
tor styled plan consisting solely of cash or 
deferred arrangements described in section 
401(k) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; 

(3) diminishes the ability of Federal em-
ployee unions to effectively represent and 
protect the rights of employees; 

(4) reduces fundamental protections for 
civil servants, including the right to due 
process; or 

(5) increases the use of non-governmental 
contractors to perform inherently govern-
mental functions. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 52—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. HATCH submitted the following 
resolution; from the Committee on Fi-
nance; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 52 

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers, 
duties, and functions under the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its 
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such 
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the 
Committee on Finance is authorized from 
March 1, 2017, through September 30, 2017; 
October 1, 2017, through September 30, 2018; 
and October 1, 2018, through February 28, 
2019, in its discretion (1) to make expendi-
tures from the contingent fund of the Sen-
ate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with the 
prior consent of the Government department 
or agency concerned and the Committee on 
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis the serv-
ices of personnel of any such department or 
agency. 

SEC. 2a. The expenses of the committee for 
the period March 1, 2017, through September 
30, 2017, under this resolution shall not ex-
ceed $4,710,670, of which amount (1) not to ex-
ceed $17,500 may be expended for the procure-
ment of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as authorized 
by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not 
to exceed $5,833 may be expended for the 
training of the professional staff of such 
committee (under procedures specified by 
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946). 

(b) For the period October 1, 2017, through 
September 30, 2018, expenses of the com-
mittee under this resolution shall not exceed 
$8,075,434, of which amount (1) not to exceed 
$30,000 may be expended for the procurement 
of the services of individual consultants, or 
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $10,000 may be expended for the training 
of the professional staff of such committee 
(under procedures specified by section 202(j) 
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 
1946). 

(c) For the period October 1, 2018, through 
February 28, 2019, expenses of the committee 
under this resolution shall not exceed 
$3,364,764, of which amount (1) not to exceed 
$12,500 may be expended for the procurement 
of the services of individual consultants, or 
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $4,166 may be expended for the training 
of the professional staff of such committee 
(under procedures specified by section 202(j) 

of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 
1946). 

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations 
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the 
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but 
not later than February 28, 2017. 

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under 
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the committee, 
except that vouchers shall not be required (1) 
for the disbursement of salaries of employees 
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the pay-
ment of telecommunications provided by the 
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the 
payment of stationery supplies purchased 
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United 
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the 
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for 
the payment of metered charges on copying 
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United 
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or 
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail 
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate. 

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as 
may be necessary for agency contributions 
related to the compensation of employees of 
the committee from March 1, 2017, through 
September 30, 2017; October 1, 2017, through 
September 30, 2018; and October 1, 2018, 
through February 28, 2019, to be paid from 
the Appropriations account for Expenses of 
Inquiries and Investigations. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEE TO 
MEET 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
have one request for a committee to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. It has the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is authorized 
to meet during the session of the Senate on 
Monday, February 6, 2017, in S–216, the Presi-
dent’s Room of the U.S. Capitol, during a 
vote on the Senate floor, currently expected 
to occur circa 6 p.m. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my defense 
fellow, Captain James Hart, be granted 
floor privileges for the remainder of 
this calendar year. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the privileges 
of the floor be granted to the following 
member of my staff: Erin Robinson. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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