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(b)  EXCLUSIVE  AUTHORIZATION; CON-
TRACTS.—The Secretary of the Interior, act-
ing through the Bureau of Indian Affairs—

(1) subject to paragraph (2)(B), shall be the
only Federal agency authorized to carry out
the activities described in this section; and

(2) may delegate the authority to carry out
activities described in paragraphs (1) and (2)
of subsection (¢)—

(A) through one or more contracts entered
into with an Indian tribe or tribal organiza-
tion under the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5301
et seq.); or

(B) to include other Federal agencies that
have relevant expertise.

(c) DEFINITION OF AFFECTED COLUMBIA
RIVER TREATY TRIBES.—In this section, the
term ‘‘affected Columbia River Treaty
tribes’” means the Nez Perce Tribe, the Con-
federated Tribes of Umatilla Indian Reserva-
tion, the Confederated Tribes of the Warm
Springs Reservation of Oregon, and the Con-
federated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama
Nation.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of the Interior such sums as
are necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended—

(1) for improvements to existing structures
and infrastructure to improve sanitation and
safety conditions assessed under subsection
(a); and

(2) to improve access to electricity, sewer,
and water infrastructure, where feasible, to
reflect needs for sanitary and safe use of fa-
cilities referred to in subsection (a).

———

AMBER ALERT IN INDIAN
COUNTRY ACT OF 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 209, S. 772.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 772) to amend the PROTECT Act
to make Indian tribes eligible for AMBER
Alert grants.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 772) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 772

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘AMBER
Alert in Indian Country Act of 2017"°.

SEC. 2. AMBER ALERT GRANTS FOR INDIAN
TRIBES.

Section 304 of the PROTECT Act (42 U.S.C.
5791c) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘and In-
dian tribes’ after ‘‘States’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and
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(C) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) the integration of State or regional
AMBER Alert communication plans with an
Indian tribe; and’’;

(3) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) by striking ‘“The Federal’”’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Federal’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) WAIVER OF FEDERAL SHARE.—If the At-
torney General determines that an Indian
tribe does not have sufficient funds available
to comply with the Federal share require-
ment under paragraph (1) for the cost of ac-
tivities funded by a grant for the purpose de-
scribed in subsection (b)(4), the Attorney
General may increase the Federal share of
the costs for such activities to the extent the
Attorney General determines necessary.’’;

(4) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘for
grants under’”’ and inserting ‘‘and standards
to improve accountability and transparency
for grants awarded under’’;

(5) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g);

(6) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing:

“(f) DEFINITION OF INDIAN TRIBE.—In this
section, the term ‘Indian tribe’ means a fed-
erally recognized Indian tribe or a Native
village, Regional Corporation, or Village
Corporation (as those terms are defined in
section 3 of the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act (43 U.S.C. 1602)).”; and

(7) in subsection (g)(1), as so redesignated—

(A) by striking ‘2004’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘2018’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(3)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘paragraphs (3) and (4) of subsection
(b)”.

SEC. 3. REPORT TO CONGRESS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Attorney General
shall submit a report evaluating the readi-
ness, education, and training needs, techno-
logical challenges, and specific obstacles en-
countered by Indian tribes in the integration
of State or regional AMBER Alert commu-
nication plans to—

(1) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate;

(2) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate;

(3) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(4) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives.

——
SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL
HEALTH CONSORTIUM LAND

TRANSFER ACT OF 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 247, S. 825.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 825) to provide for the conveyance
of certain property to the Southeast Alaska
Regional Health Consortium located in
Sitka, Alaska, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, with an amendment
to strike all after the enacting clause
and insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Southeast Alas-
ka Regional Health Consortium Land Transfer
Act of 2017,

The
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SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AS soon as practicable, but
not later than 2 years, after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services (referred to in this Act as the
“Secretary’’) shall convey to the Southeast
Alaska Regional Health Consortium located in
Sitka, Alaska (referred to in this Act as the
“Consortium”’), all right, title, and interest of
the United States in and to the property de-
scribed in section 3 for use in connection with
health and social services programs.

(b) EFFECT ON ANY QUITCLAIM DEED.—The
conveyance by the Secretary of title by war-
ranty deeds under this section shall, on the ef-
fective date of the conveyance, supersede and
render of no future effect any quitclaim deed to
the property described in section 3 executed by
the Secretary and the Consortium.

(c) CONDITIONS.—The conveyance of the prop-
erty under this Act—

(1) shall be made by warranty deed; and

(2) shall not—

(A) require any consideration from the Con-
sortium for the property;

(B) impose any obligation, term, or condition
on the Consortium; or

(C) allow for any reversionary interest of the
United States in the property.

SEC. 3. PROPERTY DESCRIBED.

The property, including all land and appur-
tenances, described in this section is the prop-
erty included in U.S. Survey 1496, Lots 3, 5, 6,
9, 10, 114, 11A Parcel A, and 11B, partially sur-
veyed Township 55 South, Range 63 East of the
Copper River Meridian, containing 19.07 acres,
in Sitka, Alaska.

SEC. 4. ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY.

(a) LIABILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Consortium shall not be
liable for any soil, surface water, groundwater,
or other contamination resulting from the dis-
posal, release, or presence of any environmental
contamination on any portion of the property
described in section 3 on or before the date on
which the property is conveyed to the Consor-
tium, except that the Secretary shall not be lia-
ble for any contamination that occurred after
the date on which the Consortium controlled,
occupied, and used such property.

(2) ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION.—An en-
vironmental contamination described in para-
graph (1) includes any oil or petroleum prod-
ucts, hazardous substances, hazardous mate-
rials, hazardous waste, pollutants, toxic sub-
stances, solid waste, or any other environmental
contamination or hazard as defined in any Fed-
eral or State of Alaska law.

(b) EASEMENT.—The Secretary shall be ac-
corded any easement or access to the property
conveyed under this Act as may be reasonably
necessary to satisfy any retained obligation or
liability of the Secretary.

(c) NOTICE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE ACTIV-
ITY AND WARRANTY.—In carrying out this Act,
the Secretary shall comply with subparagraphs
(A) and (B) of section 120(h)(3) of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C.
9620(h)(3)).

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
substitute amendment be agreed to;
that the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 825), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.
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OREGON TRIBAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 249, S. 1285.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (8. 1285) to allow the Confederated
Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw
Indians, the Confederated Tribes of the
Grand Ronde Community of Oregon, the Con-
federated Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon,
the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs,
and the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of
Indians to lease or transfer certain lands.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, with amendments, as
follows:

(The parts of the bill intended to be
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to
be inserted are shown in italics.)

S. 1285

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Oregon Trib-
al Economic Development Act”.

SEC. 2. APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED TO VALIDATE
LAND TRANSACTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, without further ap-
proval, ratification, or authorization by the
United States, the Confederated Tribes of
Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians,
the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde
Community of Oregon, the Confederated
Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Con-
federated Tribes of Warm Springs, [and] the
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians,
the Klamath Tribes, and the Burns Paiute
Tribes may lease, sell, convey, warrant, or
otherwise transfer all or any part of its in-
terests in any real property that is not held
in trust by the United States for the benefit
of such tribe.

(b) TRUST LAND NOT AFFECTED.—Nothing
in this section shall—

(1) authorize the Confederated Tribes of
Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians,
the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde
Community of Oregon, the Confederated
Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Con-
federated Tribes of Warm Springs, [and] the
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians,
the Klamath Tribes, and the Burns Paiute
Tribes to lease, sell, convey, warrant, or oth-
erwise transfer all or any part of an interest
in any real property that is held in trust by
the United States for the benefit of such
tribe; or

(2) affect the operation of any law gov-
erning leasing, selling, conveying, war-
ranting, or otherwise transferring any inter-
est in such trust land.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
amendments be agreed to; that the bill,
as amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; that the committee-
reported title amendment be agreed to;
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The committee-reported amendments
were agreed to.

The bill (S. 1285), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 1285

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Oregon Trib-
al Economic Development Act’.

SEC. 2. APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED TO VALIDATE
LAND TRANSACTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, without further ap-
proval, ratification, or authorization by the
United States, the Confederated Tribes of
Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians,
the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde
Community of Oregon, the Confederated
Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Con-
federated Tribes of Warm Springs, [and] the
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians,
the Klamath Tribes, and the Burns Paiute
Tribes may lease, sell, convey, warrant, or
otherwise transfer all or any part of its in-
terests in any real property that is not held
in trust by the United States for the benefit
of such tribe.

(b) TRUST LAND NOT AFFECTED.—Nothing
in this section shall—

(1) authorize the Confederated Tribes of
Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians,
the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde
Community of Oregon, the Confederated
Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Con-
federated Tribes of Warm Springs, [and] the
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians,
the Klamath Tribes, and the Burns Paiute
Tribes to lease, sell, convey, warrant, or oth-
erwise transfer all or any part of an interest
in any real property that is held in trust by
the United States for the benefit of such
tribe; or

(2) affect the operation of any law gov-
erning leasing, selling, conveying, war-
ranting, or otherwise transferring any inter-
est in such trust land.

Amend the title so as to read: ‘“A bill to
allow the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower
Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians, the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Commu-
nity of Oregon, the Confederated Tribes of
Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Confederated
Tribes of Warm Springs, the Cow Creek Band
of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, the Klamath
Tribes, and the Burns Paiute Tribes to lease
or transfer certain lands.”.

The committee-reported title amend-
ment was agreed to, as follows:

Amend the title so as to read: ““A bill to
allow the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower
Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians, the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Commu-
nity of Oregon, the Confederated Tribes of
Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Confederated
Tribes of Warm Springs, the Cow Creek Band
of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, the Klamath
Tribes, and the Burns Paiute Tribes to lease
or transfer certain lands.”.

———

TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT—
Continued

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10:30 a.m., Thursday, No-
vember 30; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
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deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate resume
consideration of H.R. 1, under the pre-
vious order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators PORTMAN, VAN HOLLEN,
WARREN, and WYDEN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Ohio.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, to-
night I want to talk about the oppor-
tunity we have before us in the Senate,
and that is for tax reform that can
truly help our economy and help the
middle-class families we represent. It
is a once-in-a-generation opportunity.

The last time we reformed our Tax
Code in any substantial way was 31
years ago. Ronald Reagan was Presi-
dent and Pete Rose was still playing
for the Cincinnati Reds. That is how
long ago it was. In 1986, tax reform
gave our economy a much needed shot
in the arm, and it led to more jobs and
higher wages in the 1980s and 1990s.
Now, 31 years later, after a decade of
disappointing growth and flat wages,
we need that shot in the arm again.

We need a tax code that better re-
flects the needs of today’s workers, to-
day’s families, and our 2lst century
economy. There is bipartisan agree-
ment that the Tax Code is broken—
hopelessly broken—and it is up to Con-
gress to fix it. No one else can.

Through the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
now before us, we have a chance in the
Congress to create a better economy
and a better future. We have to get this
done for the people we represent. It
starts with tax cuts for the middle
class. While the economy has seen
some improvement recently, and I saw
some good numbers today for last quar-
ter’s growth, the people I represent,
hard-working Ohioans, and people
across the country are not feeling
these benefits of a growing economy.
For more than a decade now, expenses
have increased, including healthcare
costs, which have increased the high-
est, at a time when wages have been
flat. When you take inflation into ac-
count, wages have stayed relatively
flat for almost two decades. That in-
crease in expenses and flat wages is the
middle-class squeeze, and people are
feeling it.

For years, my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle have been calling for
middle-class tax cuts to help ease this
burden. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act will
actually deliver. The proposal helps us
in a lot of ways but three main ways.

First, there is a doubling of the
standard deduction. This is a doubling
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