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The Honorable Anna Katherine Diggs 

Taylor made a tremendous impact on 
America’s judicial landscape. She was 
a formidable force on the bench, as well 
as gracious in character. Judge Taylor 
has received many recognitions 
throughout her impressive six-decade 
career and will be remembered as a 
champion for civil rights. Judge Taylor 
is survived by her husband, S. Martin 
Taylor, son Douglass Johnston Diggs, 
and daughter Carla Diggs Smith, four 
grandchildren, brother Lowell Douglass 
Johnston, as well as many relatives, 
friends, and colleagues. It is my hope 
that her legacy will inspire the next 
generation of leaders to follow their 
passion and to conquer each obstacle in 
front of them.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROGER MEYER 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Roger Meyer for all of his 
hard work on behalf of myself, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
while working in my Washington, DC, 
office. 

Roger has devoted the majority of his 
career to public service, including 
working in Congress and at the Depart-
ment of Energy. In addition, Roger 
spent time on detail at the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency as an 
adviser to the Small State and Rural 
Advocate. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Roger for his years in 
public service and wish him all the best 
in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VAN PACE 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Van Pace for all of her hard 
work on behalf of myself, my staff, and 
the State of South Dakota while work-
ing in my Washington, DC, office. 

Van has spent the majority of her ca-
reer in public service, including time 
with the U.S. Department of Energy, 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, and most recently with the 
Department of Homeland Security. Im-
mediately before her time in my office, 
Van was advising Federal offices and 
nonprofit organizations on regulatory 
requirements for grant awards. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Van for her years in pub-
lic service and wish her all the best in 
the years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 10:12 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1207. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 306 River Street in Tilden, Texas, as the 
‘‘Tilden Veterans Post Office’’. 

H.R. 2331. An act to require a new or up-
dated Federal website that is intended for 
use by the public to be mobile friendly, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 2672. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 520 Carter Street in Fairview, Illinois, as 
the ‘‘Sgt. Douglas J. Riney Post Office’’. 

H.R. 2873. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 207 Glenside Avenue in Wyncote, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Peter Taub 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3369. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 225 North Main Street in Spring Lake, 
North Carolina, as the ‘‘Howard B. Pate, Jr. 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 3821. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 430 Main Street in Clermont, Georgia, as 
the ‘‘Zack T. Addington Post Office’’. 

H.R. 3893. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 100 Mathe Avenue in Interlachen, Florida, 
as the ‘‘Robert H. Jenkins, Jr. Post Office’’. 

H.R. 4174. An act to amend titles 5 and 44, 
United States Code, to require Federal eval-
uation activities, improve Federal data man-
agement, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House agreed to the following concur-
rent resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 92. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the deep and abiding friendship be-
tween the United States and Israel. 

At 11:01 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
At 4:28 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

H.R. 1545. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify the authority of the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to disclose cer-
tain patient information to State controlled 
substance monitoring programs, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 3949. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for the designation of 

State approving agencies for multi-State ap-
prenticeship programs for purposes of the 
educational assistance programs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

H.R. 4374. An act to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to authorize 
additional emergency uses for medical prod-
ucts to reduce deaths and severity of injuries 
caused by agents of war, and for other pur-
poses. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the Acting President pro 
tempore (Mr. STRANGE). 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1207. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 306 River Street in Tilden, Texas, as the 
‘‘Tilden Veterans Post Office’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

H.R. 2672. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 520 Carter Street in Fairview, Illinois, as 
the ‘‘Sgt. Douglas J. Riney Post Office’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 2873. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 207 Glenside Avenue in Wyncote, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Peter Taub 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 3369. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 225 North Main Street in Spring Lake, 
North Carolina, as the ‘‘Howard B. Pate, Jr. 
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 3821. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 430 Main Street in Clermont, Georgia, as 
the ‘‘Zack T. Addington Post Office’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

H.R. 3893. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 100 Mathe Avenue in Interlachen, Florida, 
as the ‘‘Robert H. Jenkins, Jr. Post Office’’; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 4174 An act to amend titles 5 and 44, 
United States Code, to require Federal eval-
uation activities, improve Federal data man-
agement, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 92. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the deep and abiding friendship be-
tween the United States and Israel; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3457. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Disturbance 
Control Standard—Contingency Reserve for 
Recovery from a Balancing Contingency 
Event Reliability Standard’’ ((RIN1902–AF21) 
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(Docket No. RM16–7–000)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 14, 2017; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

EC–3458. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2017–0188–2017–0196); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–3459. A communication from the Chair 
of the Board of Governors, Federal Reserve 
System, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Inspector General’s Semiannual Report for 
the six-month period from April 1, 2017 
through September 30, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–3460. A communication from the Acting 
Commissioner, Social Security Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Agency Financial Report for fiscal year 2017; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3461. A communication from the Acting 
Chief Financial Officer, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Agency Financial Report for fis-
cal year 2017; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3462. A communication from the Presi-
dent and CEO, Inter-American Foundation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Founda-
tion’s fiscal year 2017 Annual Management 
Report; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3463. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Uniform Re-
source Locator (URL) for the Department of 
Defense Agency Financial Report for fiscal 
year 2017; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3464. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Uniform Re-
source Locator (URL) for the Department of 
Defense Agency Financial Report for fiscal 
year 2017; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–3465. A communication from the Acting 
Chairman of the Surface Transportation 
Board, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Board’s Per-
formance and Accountability Report for fis-
cal year 2017; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. CRAPO, from the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, with 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 1591. A bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. ROBERTS, from the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, with-
out amendment: 

S. 2099. A bill to provide for the manage-
ment by the Secretary of Agriculture of cer-
tain Federal land, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. ROBERTS for the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

*Glen R. Smith, of Iowa, to be a Member of 
the Farm Credit Administration Board, 

Farm Credit Administration, for a term ex-
piring May 21, 2022. 

By Mr. MCCAIN for the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

*Anthony Kurta, of Montana, to be a Prin-
cipal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense. 

*Gregory E. Maggs, of Virginia, to be a 
Judge of the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Armed Forces for the term of fifteen 
years to expire on the date prescribed by 
law. 

*James E. McPherson, of Virginia, to be 
General Counsel of the Department of the 
Army. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Scott W. Brady, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States Attorney for the Western Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania for the term of four 
years. 

Andrew E. Lelling, of Massachusetts, to be 
United States Attorney for the District of 
Massachusetts for the term of four years. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and 
Mr. KAINE): 

S. 2136. A bill to expand the monthly pay-
ments that may be eligible for public service 
loan forgiveness; to the Committee on 
Health, Education , Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. DONNELLY (for himself and 
Mr. HOEVEN): 

S. 2137. A bill to amend the Rural Develop-
ment Act of 1972 to improve access to grants 
for evidence-based substance use disorder 
treatment services in rural areas, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
HATCH): 

S. 2138. A bill to authorize the creation of 
a commission to develop voluntary accessi-
bility guidelines for electronic instructional 
materials and related technologies used in 
postsecondary education, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Mr. 
KAINE, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. WARNER, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. COONS, and Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND): 

S. 2139. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to address critical conservation 
conditions under the regional conservation 
partnership program, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. RISCH: 
S. 2140. A bill to provide for an exchange of 

Federal land and non-Federal land in the 
State of Idaho, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. PAUL, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HELLER, Mr. WYDEN, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 

HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. FRANKEN, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. COONS, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
UDALL, Mr. BROWN, Mr. KENNEDY, and 
Mr. BENNET): 

S. 2141. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to reform procedures for deter-
minations on disposition of charges and the 
convening of courts-martial for certain of-
fenses under the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. KING: 
S. 2142. A bill to amend the Energy Policy 

and Conservation Act to establish the CHP 
Technical Assistance Partnership Program, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. UDALL, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. CARPER, Mr. REED, Mr. 
COONS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. MAR-
KEY): 

S. 2143. A bill to amend the National Labor 
Relations Act to strengthen protections for 
employees wishing to advocate for improved 
wages, hours, or other terms or conditions of 
employment, to expand coverage under such 
Act, to provide a process for achieving initial 
collective bargaining agreements, and to 
provide for stronger remedies for inter-
ference with these rights, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. REED, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
MARKEY, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. 2144. A bill to provide a process for 
granting lawful permanent resident status to 
aliens from certain countries who meet spec-
ified eligibility requirements; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. FRANKEN, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. 
HIRONO, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 2145. A bill to prohibit the United States 
Government from barring refugees from en-
tering the United States based on their coun-
try of origin; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Ms. WARREN, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. CANT-
WELL, and Mr. MARKEY): 

S. 2146. A bill to extend the full Federal 
medical assistance percentage to urban In-
dian organizations; to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. MANCHIN, Ms. HEITKAMP, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. DONNELLY, and 
Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 2147. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to create a Pension Reha-
bilitation Trust Fund to establish a Pension 
Rehabilitation Administration within the 
Department of the Treasury to make loans 
to multiemployer defined benefit plans, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. COONS, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. 
SCHATZ): 

S. 2148. A bill to authorize dedicated do-
mestic terrorism offices within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the Department 
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