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the circuit court. Our district court
judges are often the voices and faces of
justice that the people of the United
States most trust and rely on.

What we see in these nominees is a
pattern. They have clearly dem-
onstrated through their actions, their
statements, their temperaments, and
their characters that they are, simply,
unfit and unable to serve as impartial
judges, especially when it comes to our
Nation’s most vulnerable communities.
Our Nation’s most vulnerable commu-
nities are often the ones who rely the
most on those Federal courts.

There can be no benefit of the doubt
for nominees when they articulate the
kinds of beliefs and dogma that these
individuals have in their pasts and that
they refuse to disavow in the present. I
will oppose them, and I hope my col-
leagues will join me. I believe that on
both sides of the aisle, we share a com-
mitment to the credibility and trust of
our judiciary.

As I have said before on the floor, our
judges do not have armies; they do not
have police forces. The enforceability
of their rulings really depends on the
credibility and trust that the people of
our Nation have in them as individuals
who put on robes, because they are sup-
posed to put aside their personal preju-
dices and beliefs and fairly, impar-
tially, and objectively enforce the law.

I fear that these nominees lack these
qualities, and that is a tragedy for our
Nation, whatever your politics. Some-
day, you will likely be before a judge—
maybe not all, but many of you will—
and you will want that judge to look at
both sides of the courtroom and say
that they both have an equal chance to
make their cases, not tilt one way or
the other because of the judge’s per-
sonal beliefs. I hope that my colleagues
will send a message to the President of
the United States that one cannot po-
liticize the American judiciary.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YoUNG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in support of the nomination of
Mr. Joseph Otting to be Comptroller of
the Currency. The OCC’s mission is to
ensure that the financial institutions
it oversees operate in a safe and sound
manner, provide fair access to financial
services, treat customers fairly, and
comply with the applicable laws and
regulations.

The OCC is responsible for overseeing
the supervision of all national banks
and Federal savings associations as
well as Federal branches and agencies
of foreign banks. The OCC also plays an
important role in identifying and re-
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sponding to emerging threats in our fi-
nancial system.

Mr. Otting is exceptionally qualified
to lead the OCC as its comptroller. His
unique expertise and understanding of
the banking sector has been shaped by
over three decades of firsthand indus-
try experience. Mr. Otting has held po-
sitions at large regional and commu-
nity financial institutions, including
key leadership positions. In fact, he
has touched virtually every segment of
the industry, working in consumer
services, business services, human re-
sources, compliance, audit, and many
others.

His understanding of how banks work
and knowledge of the laws and regula-
tions governing the financial sector
was evident throughout his nomination
hearings. I was also encouraged by Mr.
Otting’s statements about the impor-
tance of ensuring that all Americans
have access to banking products and
services. Mr. Otting also reaffirmed his
commitment to honor the OCC’s mis-
sion and cooperating with the work of
Congress.

I am confident Mr. Otting will bring
strong leadership to the OCC, given his
extensive experience in the financial
industry. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port Mr. Otting’s nomination today
and vote for his confirmation in the fu-
ture.

Thank you.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that, notwith-
standing rule XXII, at 1:30 p.m. today,
the Senate proceed to legislative ses-
sion and the Chair lay before the Sen-
ate the conference report to accom-
pany H.R. 2810, as under the previous
order, and that there be 15 minutes of
debate equally divided between the
managers or their designees prior to
the vote on the adoption of the con-
ference report; further, that following
disposition of the conference report,
the Senate resume executive session
and all postcloture time on the Coggins
and Friedrich nominations be yielded
back and the Senate vote on confirma-
tion of the Coggins nomination imme-
diately, and that the confirmation vote
on the Friedrich nomination occur at
5:30 p.m. on Monday, November 27; fi-
nally, that if the nominations are con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the Senate be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the votes
following the first vote in this series be
10 minutes in length.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
yield back the time on the Otting nom-
ination, and I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Otting nomina-
tion?

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from Minnesota (Mr.
FRANKEN), and the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) are necessarily
absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FISCHER). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 54,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 277 Ex.]

YEAS—54
Alexander Flake Murkowski
Barrasso Gardner Paul
Blunt Graham Perdue
Boozman Grassley Portman
Burr Hatch Risch
Capito Heitkamp Roberts
Cassidy Heller Rounds
Cochran Hoeven Rubio
Collins Inhofe Sasse
Corker Isakson Scott
Cornyn Johnson Shelby
Cotton Kennedy Strange
Crapo Lankford Sullivan
Cruz Lee Thune
Daines Manchin Tillis
Enzi McCain Toomey
Ernst McConnell Wicker
Fischer Moran Young

NAYS—43
Baldwin Harris Reed
Bennet Hassan Sanders
Blumenthal Heinrich Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin King Stabenow
Carper Klobuchar Tester
Casey Leahy Udall
Coons Markey
Cortez Masto McCaskill ‘\;a;r;nligllen
Donnelly Merkley )
Duckworth Murphy Wa% ren
Durbin Murray Whitehouse
Feinstein Nelson Wyden
Gillibrand Peters

NOT VOTING—3

Booker Franken Menendez

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
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Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Donald C. Coggins, Jr., of South
Carolina, to be United States District Judge
for the District of South Carolina.

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, Thom
Tillis, Tom Cotton, Cory Gardner,
Jerry Moran, John Barrasso, Luther
Strange, Mike Crapo, John Cornyn,
Richard Burr, Mike Rounds, Orrin G.
Hatch, David Perdue, Marco Rubio,
John Thune, John Boozman.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Donald C. Coggins, Jr., of South
Carolina, to be United States District
Judge for the District of South Caro-
lina, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from Minnesota (Mr.
FRANKEN), and the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) are necessarily

absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 96,
nays 1, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 278 Ex.]
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Coggins, Jr., of South Carolina, to be
United States District Judge for the
District of South Carolina.

——————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Dabney Langhorne Friedrich, of
California, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Columbia.

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, Thom
Tillis, Tom Cotton, Cory Gardner,
Jerry Moran, John Barrasso, Luther
Strange, Mike Crapo, John Cornyn,
Richard Burr, Mike Rounds, Orrin G.
Hatch, David Perdue, Marco Rubio,
John Thune, John Boozman.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Dabney Langhorne Friedrich, of
California, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Columbia,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from Minnesota (Mr.
FRANKEN), and the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) are necessarily
absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SASSE). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 93,
nays 4, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 279 Ex.]

YEAS—96
Alexander Flake Nelson
Baldwin Gardner Paul
Barrasso Gillibrand Perdue
Bennet Graham Peters
Blumenthal Grassley Portman
Blunt Harris Reed
Boozman Hassan Risch
Brown Hatch Roberts
Burr Heinrich Rounds
Cantwell Heitkamp Rubio
Capito Heller Sanders
Cardin Hoeven Sasse
Carper Inhofe Schatz
Casey Isakson Schumer
Cassidy Johnson Scott
Cochran Kaine Shaheen
Collins Kennedy Shelby
Coons King Stabenow
Corker Klobuchar Strange
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cortez Masto Leahy Tester
Cotton Lee Thune
Crapo Manchin Tillis
Cruz Markey Toomey
Daines McCain Udall
Donnelly McCaskill Van Hollen
Duckworth McConnell Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Enzi Moran Whitehouse
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Feinstein Murphy Wyden
Fischer Murray Young
NAYS—1
Hirono
NOT VOTING—3
Booker Franken Menendez

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 96, the nays are 1.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Donald C.

YEAS—93

Alexander Feinstein Murphy
Baldwin Fischer Murray
Barrasso Flake Nelson
Bennet Gardner Paul
Blumenthal Graham Perdue
Blunt Grassley Peters
Boozman Harris Portman
Brown Hassan
Burr Hatch g?se Sh
Cantwell Heinrich Roberts
Capito Heitkamp
Cardin Heller RO“?’dS
Carper Hoeven Rubio
Casey Inhofe Sanders
Cassidy Isakson Sasse
Cochran Johnson Schatz
Collins Kaine Schumer
Coons King Scott
Corker Klobuchar Shaheen
Cornyn Lankford Shelby
Cortez Masto Leahy Stabenow
Cotton Lee Strange
Crapo Manchin Sullivan
Cruz Markey Tester
Daines McCain Thune
Donnelly McCaskill Tillis
Duckworth McConnell Toome

. v
Durbin Merkley Udall
Enzi Moran
Ernst Murkowski
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Van Hollen Whitehouse Wyden
Warner Wicker Young
NAYS—4
Gillibrand Kennedy
Hirono Warren
NOT VOTING—3
Booker Franken Menendez

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 93, the nays are 4.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Dabney Langhorne Friedrich, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Columbia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to legislative session.

————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2018—CONFERENCE REPORT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair lays before the Senate the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2810,
which will be stated by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2810), to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes, having met, have agreed that
the House recede from its disagreement to
the amendment of the Senate and agreed to
the same with an amendment, and the Sen-
ate agree to the same, signed by a majority
of the conferees on the part of both Houses.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the conference report.

(The conference report is printed in
the House proceedings of the RECORD of
November 9, 2017.)

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, today
the Senate will vote on the conference
report for the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018.
This legislation is the culmination of
months of bipartisan work. I want to
thank my friend, the Senator from
Rhode Island, as well as our colleagues
in the House of Representatives, MAC
THORNBERRY and ADAM SMITH, and the
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