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Medicaid and other programs that 
Granite Staters struggling with sub-
stance use disorder rely on, and she has 
worked effectively to help reduce the 
stigma that has hurt our efforts to 
combat this crisis for far too long. 

People like Linda perfectly exemplify 
New Hampshire’s all-hands-on-deck 
spirit, where we roll up our sleeves and 
work together to strengthen our com-
munities. Linda’s dedication to sup-
porting those struggling with sub-
stance use disorder, first responders, 
and treatment providers has strength-
ened our State’s response to the sub-
stance misuse crisis, and her advocacy 
will continue to help us stem and ulti-
mately reverse the tide of this epi-
demic. I join all Granite Staters in 
thanking Linda for her service and con-
gratulating her on a well-deserved re-
tirement.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:57 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2874. An act to achieve reforms to im-
prove the financial stability of the National 
Flood Insurance Program, to enhance the de-
velopment of more accurate estimates of 
flood risk through new technology and bet-
ter maps, to increase the role of private mar-
kets in the management of flood insurance 
risks, and to provide for alternative methods 
to insure against flood peril, and for other 
purposes. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The President pro tempore (Mr. 
HATCH) announced that on today, No-
vember 15, 2017, he has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

H.R. 1679. An act to ensure that the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency’s cur-
rent efforts to modernize its grant manage-
ment system includes applicant accessibility 
and transparency, and for other purposes. 

At 5:17 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4374. An act to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to authorize 
additional emergency uses for medical prod-
ucts to reduce deaths and severity of injuries 
caused by agents of war, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 2874. An act to achieve reforms to im-
prove the financial stability of the National 
Flood Insurance Program, to enhance the de-
velopment of more accurate estimates of 
flood risk through new technology and bet-
ter maps, to increase the role of private mar-
kets in the management of flood insurance 
risks, and to provide for alternative methods 

to insure against flood peril, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3445. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on 
the approved retirement of Vice Admiral 
Troy M. Shoemaker, United States Navy, 
and his advancement to the grade of vice ad-
miral on the retired list; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–3446. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel, Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer 
Financial Protection, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Payday, Vehicle Title, and Certain High- 
Cost Installment Loans’’ ((RIN3170–AA40) 
(Docket No. CFPB–2016–0025)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 13, 2017; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–3447. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel for Operations, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, five (5) re-
ports relative to vacancies in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 13, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–3448. A communication from the Con-
servation Policy Advisor, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘2017–2018 Refuge-Specific Hunting 
and Sport Fishing Regulations’’ (RIN1018– 
BB75) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 13, 2017; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–3449. A communication from the Wild-
life Biologist, Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Migratory Bird Hunting; Approval of Corro-
sion-Inhibited Copper Shot as Nontoxic for 
Waterfowl Hunting’’ (RIN1018–BB06) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 13, 2017; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–3450. A communication from the Chief 
of the Branch of Listing Policy and Support, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Removing 
Textual Descriptions of Critical Habitat 
Boundaries for Plants on the Hawaiian Is-
lands’’ (RIN1018–BA80) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
13, 2017; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–3451. A communication from the En-
dangered Species Listing Branch Chief, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered 
Species Status for Dalea carthagenensis var. 
floridana (Florida Prairie-clover), and 
Threatened Species Status for Sideroxylon 
reclinatum ssp. austrofloridense (Everglades 
Bully), Digitaria pauciflora (Florida Pine-
land Crabgrass), and Chamaesyce deltoidea 
ssp. pinetorum (Pineland Sandmat)’’ 
(RIN1018–BB48) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 13, 
2017; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–3452. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for the Veterans’ 
Employment and Training Service, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘HIRE Vets 
Medallion Program’’ (RIN1293–AA21) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 13, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–3453. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Food Additives Permitted in 
Feed and Drinking Water of Animals; Ammo-
nium Formate and Formic Acid’’ ((21 CFR 
Part 573) (Docket No. FDA–2014–F–0988)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 13, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–3454. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Listing of Color Additives 
Exempt From Certification; Calcium Car-
bonate’’ ((21 CFR Part 73) (Docket No. FDA– 
2016–C–2767)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 13, 
2017; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–3455. A communication from the Fed-
eral Liaison Officer, Patent and Trademark 
Office, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Setting and Adjusting Patent Fees 
during Fiscal Year 2017’’ (RIN0651–AD02) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 13, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3456. A communication from the Chief, 
Office of Regulation Policy and Manage-
ment, Department of Veterans Affairs, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Ecclesiastical Endorsing Organiza-
tions’’ (RIN2900–AP83) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
13, 2017; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petition or memorial 
was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as 
indicated: 

POM–138. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
memorializing the importance of grid reli-
ability and fuel-secure baseload energy; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 227 
Whereas, Electric generation power plants 

in this Commonwealth that participate in 
the wholesale electric markets strengthen 
competition and enhance the resilience and 
reliability of the bulk power and trans-
mission systems and are vital to the public 
interest; and 

Whereas, The nation’s and the Common-
wealth’s economy, environment and security 
depend on a reliable, resilient electric grid 
powered by an ‘‘all of the above’’ mix of en-
ergy generation resources, including tradi-
tional baseload generation that is produced 
from long-term fuel sources located onsite; 
and 

Whereas, The North American Electric Re-
liability Corporation, whose mission is to as-
sure the reliability and security of North 
America’s bulk power system, in a May 2017 
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letter to United States Secretary of Energy 
Rick Perry warned that ‘‘premature retire-
ments of fuel-secure baseload generating sta-
tions reduces resilience to fuel supply dis-
ruptions’’; and 

Whereas, The recent United States Depart-
ment of Energy Staff Report to the Sec-
retary on Electricity Markets and Reli-
ability made clear that resiliency must be 
addressed by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) and there is an ‘‘urgent 
need for clear definitions of reliability- and 
resilience-enhancing attributes and should 
quickly establish the market means to value 
or the regulatory means to provide them’’; 
and 

Whereas, The 2014 polar vortex exposed 
problems with the resiliency of the electric 
grid when PJM Interconnection struggled to 
meet demand for electricity because a sig-
nificant amount of generation was not avail-
able to run due to weather-related outages; 
and 

Whereas, Pennsylvania’s fuel-secure base-
load generation plants employ thousands of 
workers in high-paying jobs and contribute 
significantly to State and local economics; 
and 

Whereas, Pennsylvania’s coal industry, in-
cluding coal power plants, is a vital contrib-
utor to the State’s economy, providing sup-
port through direct, indirect and induced im-
pacts, including approximately 36,100 full 
and part-time jobs, and $4.1 billion in total 
value added to the Commonwealth’s econ-
omy; and 

Whereas, Pennsylvania’s nuclear industry, 
including nuclear power plants, is a vital 
contributor to the State’s economy, pro-
viding support through direct, indirect and 
induced impacts, including approximately 
15,900 in-State full time jobs and $2 billion to 
the Commonwealth’s gross domestic product, 
and $69 million in net State tax revenues an-
nually; and 

Whereas, In addition to the reliability, se-
curity, grid resilience and economic at-
tributes, Pennsylvania’s fuel-secure baseload 
coal plants have made significant invest-
ments to meet increased environmental 
standards, helping to improve air and water 
quality in the Commonwealth; and 

Whereas, Pennsylvania is also home to 
unique fuel-secure coal generation sources 
that use waste coal as a fuel-source, employ-
ing 3,800 Pennsylvania residents and pro-
ducing 1,500 megawatts of renewable energy, 
also helping to remove approximately 200 
million tons of refuse coal from mine scarred 
land in Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, In addition to the reliability, se-
curity, grid resilience and economic at-
tributes, Pennsylvania’s fuel-secure baseload 
nuclear power plants also provide more than 
93% of this Commonwealth’s emissions-free 
electricity and are the only emissions-free, 
predictable and reliable electric generation 
source; and 

Whereas, Pennsylvania’s diverse portfolio 
of fuel-secure baseload generation resources 
are vital to our Commonwealth’s economic 
competitiveness, natural environment and 
public health and safety; and 

Whereas, It is in the public interest that 
fuel-secure baseload generation resources be 
properly compensated for providing these 
positive attributes and under the current de-
sign of the wholesale electric markets, prices 
are set in a manner that undervalues fuel-se-
cure generation resources; and 

Whereas, The Secretary of Energy has pro-
posed, for consideration by FERC, a Grid Re-
silience Pricing Rule with the goal of ensur-
ing our nation’s energy security; therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania acknowledge the grid 
resilience and reliability benefits that fuel- 

secure baseload electricity generation re-
sources provide to the residents, business 
and economy of this Commonwealth and as-
sert that fuel-secure baseload generation re-
sources receive proper compensation for 
these positive attributes; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania agree with the goals 
of the United States Department of Energy’s 
proposed Grid Resiliency Pricing Rule and 
urge the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission to swiftly implement policies and 
approve tariff provisions to ensure fuel-se-
cure baseload electricity generation re-
sources receive proper compensation for all 
of the positive attributes they provide our 
nation’s and this Commonwealth’s electric 
system; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, while expressing 
support for FERC’s swift action to ensure 
the positive attributes provided by fuel-se-
cure baseload generation resources receive 
proper compensation in the wholesale mar-
ket, will continue to exercise the General 
Assembly’s authority to make energy policy 
consistent with the health, safety and wel-
fare of our residents; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, United States Secretary of Energy 
Rick Perry, FERC Commissioners, the pre-
siding officers of each house of Congress, 
each member of Congress from Pennsylvania 
and the Board of Managers of PJM Inter-
connection. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr. 
PETERS): 

S. 2126. A bill to amend the Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act of 2002 to provide a temporary exemption 
for low-revenue issuers from certain auditor 
attestation requirements; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. 
COCHRAN): 

S. 2127. A bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the United 
States merchant mariners of World War II, 
in recognition of their dedicated and vital 
service during World War II; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. HELLER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 2128. A bill to improve the coordination 
and use of geospatial data; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, and Mr. WARNER): 

S. 2129. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to establish a punitive article 
in the Uniform Code of Military Justice on 
domestic violence, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. 2130. A bill to establish within the De-

partment of the Interior the Outdoor Recre-
ation Advisory Committee; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 2131. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to furnish medically nec-
essary transportation for newborn children 
of certain women veterans, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. HEITKAMP, 
Mr. COONS, Mr. BROWN, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. UDALL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. KING, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. KAINE, Mr. SANDERS, and 
Mr. MARKEY): 

S. 2132. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that working 
families have access to affordable health in-
surance coverage; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. UDALL (for himself and Mr. 
HEINRICH): 

S. 2133. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to authorize the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to enter into alternative funding 
arrangements with certain community irri-
gation associations and community land 
grants; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. 
TESTER, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 2134. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to establish processes to en-
sure that non-Department of Veterans Af-
fairs health care providers are using safe 
practices in prescribing opioids to veterans 
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. HATCH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
HELLER, and Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. 2135. A bill to enforce current law re-
garding the National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and Mrs. 
CAPITO): 

S. Res. 332. A resolution commemorating 
the christening of the USNS Hershel 
‘‘Woody’’ Williams; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. Res. 333. A resolution permitting the 
collection of clothing, toys, food, and 
housewares during the holiday season for 
charitable purposes in Senate buildings; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself and 
Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. Res. 334. A resolution authorizing the 
taking of a photograph in the Senate Cham-
ber; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 16 

At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 
of the Senator from Montana (Mr. 
DAINES) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
16, a bill to require a full audit of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System and the Federal reserve 
banks by the Comptroller General of 
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