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A 1944 memo from President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt stating that Vietnam, formerly 
ruled by France, should not be returned to 
the French after World War II. 

‘‘France has milked it for one hundred 
years,’’ Roosevelt wrote. ‘‘The people of 
Indo-China deserve something better than 
that.’’ 

A 1946 telegram from Vietnamese com-
munist leader Ho Chi Minh to President 
Harry Truman begging for U.S. support on 
Vietnamese independence and opposition to 
the reintroduction of French control. (The 
CIA withheld it from Truman, Ferriero said.) 

The last page of President Lyndon B. John-
son’s stunning 1968 speech announcing that, 
as a result of the war, he would not run for 
reelection. ‘‘Accordingly,’’ the president con-
cluded, ‘‘I shall not seek—and will not ac-
cept—the nomination . . . for another term 
as your President.’’ 

He had crossed out ‘‘would’’ and replaced it 
with ‘‘will.’’ 

The exhibit also includes three Vietnam- 
era helicopters courtesy of the North Caro-
lina Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association. 
The aircraft were installed Monday night on 
the lawn outside the Archives on Constitu-
tion Avenue. 

Ferriero, 71, said he wanted the institution 
to mount a Vietnam exhibit in part because 
so many of the war’s issues remain sensitive 
and unresolved. 

In a long career that took him to big jobs 
at major universities and libraries, ‘‘no one— 
no one—wanted to talk about it,’’ he said. 

‘‘No one asked me any questions,’’ he said. 
‘‘No one acknowledged it. . . . Never was it 
the topic of conversation.’’ 

Ferriero, in a recent interview in his office, 
said he also knew that the Archives had ‘‘in-
credible material in the records—photo-
graphs and all of the military records, the 
unit records. We have a lot of stuff.’’ 

‘‘And for me it was important to tell the 
story from both sides,’’ he said. 

One fascinating document in the exhibit is 
a Viet Cong propaganda poster that echoes, 
from the enemy’s point of view, the noto-
rious U.S. obsession with numbers and body 
counts. 

The poster claims, among other things, 
that the Viet Cong in 1962 and part of 1963 
killed 28,108 South Vietnamese and 222 Amer-
icans—double the actual figures. ‘‘So that in-
flated body count was happening on both 
sides,’’ said curator Alice Kamps, who assem-
bled ‘‘Remembering Vietnam.’’ 

The exhibit includes CIA models of what 
appear to be an interrogation room and cell 
in the North Vietnamese prison known as 
the Hanoi Hilton, which held many Amer-
ican POWs. 

There are transcripts of once secret Amer-
ican helicopter communications as Saigon, 
the chaotic capital of South Vietnam, was 
evacuated by the Americans in 1975. 

‘‘Bring ur personnel up thru th building,’’ 
reads one communication. ‘‘Do not let them 
(the South Viets) follow too closely. Use 
mace if necessary but do not fire on them.’’ 

Although the exhibit covers the war from 
Ho Chi Minh’s appearance at the Paris Peace 
Conference in 1919 to architect Maya Lin’s 
1981 design for the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial, Ferriero’s war had a single goal. 

‘‘We were all under the impression that the 
threat of communism was the biggest chal-
lenge,’’ he said. ‘‘We were all playing a part 
in protecting us against communism.’’ 

Near the end of Ferriero’s enlistment, he 
was shipped to Vietnam as a corpsman in a 
psychiatric ward. 

‘‘There were a lot of what we called at that 
point ’character disorders’—kids who were 
having trouble with authority,’’ he said. 
‘‘Then there were other folks who had more 
serious psychotic kinds of things . . . await-
ing transfer back to the States.’’ 

Eventually, he was transferred to the 700- 
bed hospital ship USS Sanctuary, only to 
find the ‘‘psych’’ ward had been closed be-
cause too many patients had been jumping 
overboard. 

But Ferriero could type, and he became an 
administrative clerk. After hours, though, he 
would help sort and treat the wounded who 
were transported from the battlefield to a 
kind of emergency room on the ship. 

The helicopters came and went. Sometimes 
one would crash into the ocean. ‘‘In my time, 
no lives were lost,’’ he said. 

The ship would spend the day in the harbor 
at Da Nang, then cruise off the coast at 
night. Ferriero, who still has his dog tag on 
his key chain, said the injured included 
Americans and Vietnamese, soldiers, Ma-
rines and civilians. One case stood out. He 
was trying to start an intravenous line in an 
injured patient and couldn’t find a good vein. 
Each time he failed, he discarded the needle 
and got a fresh one. 

‘‘Kept throwing down these needles,’’ he 
recalled. ‘‘And at one point he just 
screamed.’’ ‘‘I thought, ’Oh, Jesus, I’m losing 
him,’’ he said. ‘‘This is it.’’ 

‘‘It turned out that I had thrown one of 
those needles down on the gurney and he had 
rolled over on it,’’ he said. 

Ferriero was embarrassed. His patient 
‘‘wasn’t in that great distress,’’ he said, ‘‘but 
I never followed up to see what had happened 
to him.’’ 

One day earlier this week, as Ferriero 
checked the exhibit, he joked that there was 
one thing missing: a Zippo cigarette lighter 
like those carried by many an American 
serving in Vietnam. 

Later, in his office, he produced the one he 
kept for many years. It was in pristine con-
dition. ‘‘USS Sanctuary’’ was etched in the 
side, and on the inside of its box was the fa-
mous Zippo slogan: 

‘‘It works or we fix it free.’’ 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
was unavailable for rollcall vote No. 
274, on the nomination of Mark T. 
Esper, of Virginia, to be Secretary of 
the Army. I believe Mr. Esper is well 
qualified to be the Secretary of the 
Army. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yea. 

I would also note that I was unavail-
able for this rollcall vote because I was 
serving as ranking member at a Senate 
Judiciary Committee hearing for judi-
cial nominees—and specifically a panel 
of four district court nominees from 
Kentucky and Kansas that had been en-
thusiastically endorsed by Majority 
Leader MCCONNELL and Senators ROB-
ERTS and MORAN earlier that morning. 
Senator CRUZ—who was serving as the 
acting chair of the committee for this 
hearing at this time—and I had hoped 
that the vote would be held open long 
enough for us to participate. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
was unavailable for rollcall vote No. 
274, on the nomination of Mark T. 
Esper, of Virginia, to be Secretary of 
the Army. Had I been present, I would 
have voted yea. 

Mr. President, I was unavailable for 
rollcall vote No. 275, on the nomination 
of David G. Zatezalo, of West Virginia, 
to be Assistant Secretary of Labor for 
Mine Safety and Health. Had I been 
present, I would have voted nay. 

Mr. President, I was unavailable for 
rollcall vote No. 276, on the motion to 
invoke cloture on Joseph Otting, of Ne-
vada, to be Comptroller of the Cur-
rency. Had I been present, I would have 
voted nay.∑ 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I was nec-
essarily absent for the vote on con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No. 
463, Mark T. Esper, of Virginia, to be 
Secretary of the Army, due to having 
to chair a Judiciary Committee hear-
ing on judicial nominations for the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Cir-
cuit, the Eastern and Western Districts 
of Kentucky, and the District of Kan-
sas. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yea. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for the votes on con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No. 
463, the confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 383, and the motion to in-
voke cloture on Executive Calendar No. 
300. 

On vote No. 274, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 463. 

On vote No. 275, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 383. 

On vote No. 276, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 300.∑ 

f 

WELLNESS HEARING WITH SUR-
GEON GENERAL JEROME ADAMS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD a copy of my remarks at 
the Senate Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

WELLNESS HEARING WITH SURGEON GENERAL 
JEROME ADAMS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Today we are holding a 
hearing with the Surgeon General, Dr. Je-
rome Adams, to hear his priorities on how to 
encourage people to lead healthier lives. 
Senator Murray and I will each have an 
opening statement. Then we will introduce 
Dr. Adams. After his testimony Senators 
will each have five minutes of questions. 

When Dr. Adams and I met before his con-
firmation hearing, I said to him that if, as 
Surgeon General, he threw himself at one 
important problem with everything he has, 
he could have a real impact on the lives of 
millions of Americans. 

At his confirmation hearing, he said, ‘‘I 
would also make wellness and community 
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and employer engagement a centerpiece of 
my agenda if confirmed. . . Our health starts 
in the communities where we live, learn, 
work, play, and go to school.’’ 

Dr. Adams has said his first Surgeon Gen-
eral’s Report will focus on health and the 
economy. 

It makes sense for that to be his focus, be-
cause there is a remarkable consensus that 
wellness—lifestyle changes like eating 
healthier and quitting smoking—can prevent 
serious illness and reduce health care costs. 

This is important because the United 
States spends about $2.6 trillion treating 
chronic diseases. This accounts for more 
than 84 percent of our health care costs. 

$2.6 trillion treating chronic diseases, 84 
percent of our health care costs. 

Today, Dr. Adams will talk to us about 
what local communities, businesses and 
other organizations can do to encourage peo-
ple to live healthier lives, which will help re-
duce health care spending on chronic dis-
eases. 

The Cleveland Clinic has said if you 
achieve at least four ‘‘normal’’ measures of 
good health, such as a healthy body mass 
index and blood pressure, and you see a pri-
mary care physician regularly and keep im-
munizations up to date, you will avoid 
chronic disease about 80 percent of the time. 

At a hearing we held last month on 
wellness I said that it is hard to think of a 
better way to make a bigger impact on the 
health of millions of Americans than to con-
nect the consensus about wellness to the 
health insurance that 178 million people get 
on the job. 

One of our witnesses last month, Steve 
Burd, talked about an employee wellness 
program he implemented while CEO of 
Safeway that has reduced the biological age 
of employees by four years. 

He said: ‘‘Given that 70 percent of health 
care spending is driven by behaviors, em-
ployers can have a powerful impact on both 
employee health and healthcare 
costs. . .healthcare costs continued to de-
cline by 9 percent per year [at Safeway] with 
no material changes to plan design. 
Safeway’s health actuaries reported this con-
tinued cost reduction was due predominately 
to improved health status.’’ 

Many employers have developed similar 
wellness programs to incentivize people to 
make healthier choices. 

These programs may reward behaviors 
such as exercising, eating better or quitting 
smoking, or offer employees a percentage off 
their insurance premiums for doing things 
like maintaining a healthy weight or keep-
ing their cholesterol levels in check. 

Last month we heard that that while both 
employees and employers benefit from lower 
health care costs, both also can benefit in 
other ways when people live healthier lives. 

Michael Roizen the Chief Wellness Officer 
at the Cleveland Clinic, told us, ‘‘The culture 
of wellness at the Cleveland Clinic has gen-
erated remarkable results that have led to 
shared benefits—healthier, happier employ-
ees, as well as lower costs for their self-fund-
ed insurance program, and lower costs for 
our employees and for the communities and 
patients we serve.’’ 

In other words, a healthier workplace 
translates to the greater community being 
healthier. 

In recent years, a growing number of orga-
nizations and communities have developed 
innovative programs to incentivize individ-
uals to engage in healthy behaviors. 

For example, BlueCross BlueShield of Ten-
nessee partnered with local, state, and pri-
vate organizations to fund community level 
initiatives across the state, such as ‘‘Fitness 
Zones’’ in Chattanooga, programs in rural 
counties to promote healthy habits, and an 

interactive elementary school program to 
keep kids moving. 

An overall healthy community is more 
economically productive—there are fewer 
workplace accidents, less absenteeism, and a 
higher rate of engagement. 

At his confirmation hearing, Dr. Adams 
also said not all national problems should 
have a response from Washington, D.C. 

I agree—we don’t get any smarter flying to 
Washington once a week. 

Dr. Adam’s motto as Surgeon General is 
‘‘better health through better partnerships,’’ 
and I hope this committee can be one part-
ner going forward. 

I look forward to hearing how community 
level partnerships and engagement can lead 
to healthier individuals, higher quality 
health care, and lower health care costs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DAVE DILLY 

∑ Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor a great Ohioan, Dave 
Dilly. 

Dave is here in Washington this week 
to fight for the pensions he and thou-
sands of Ohioans earned over a lifetime 
of hard work. You may have even seen 
him and his union brothers and sisters 
donning the camouflage t-shirts that 
have become the trademark of their 
cause. Dave is a member of the United 
Mine Workers of America. He has 
served as the president of his own 
UMWA Local 1188 in Coshocton County 
and for several years has represented 
his fellow miners from all over our 
State and Nation to lobby for perma-
nent healthcare and retirement secu-
rity for our miners. 

That is how I came to know Dave 
well, through his many trips here to 
stand up for these workers. This May, 
the Senate passed a bill to finally give 
our miners permanent healthcare. No 
doubt, Dave and his fellow miners were 
responsible for that victory. If we have 
the same success this year in securing 
their pensions, we will owe it once 
again to Dave and hundreds of workers 
from around the country. 

Dave’s service on behalf of our min-
ers would be enough to earn him all of 
our respect and gratitude, but that is 
not why I rise to honor him today. His 
UMWA shirt is not the first time he 
has worn camo attire. Like many of 
our miners, Dave is also a veteran. 
This past weekend, Dave was inducted 
into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame. 

If you know Dave, it comes as no sur-
prise to learn that service runs deep in 
his family. It is just who they are. 
Dave had four older brothers who 
served in the Korean war and inspired 
him to serve. 

Dave signed up for the Air Force, 
where he was a weapons mechanic and 
systems specialist from 1965 to 1968. He 
served in Thailand and South Vietnam. 
For part of Dave’s service, he was in Da 
Nang, known as Rocket City, for the 
number of times it was attacked during 
the war. 

Dave received many military honors 
and carried on his service by working 

on behalf of his fellow veterans in so 
many ways. He served as a veterans 
service officer for Coshocton County. 
He is active in local veterans organiza-
tions, including the Veterans of For-
eign Wars and the Disabled American 
Veterans. 

Every Memorial Day since 2000, Dave 
has helped lay flags on the graves of 
veterans. Right now, he is the vice 
president of the Coshocton County Vet-
erans Service Commission. Dave has 
helped organize and chaperone Honor 
Flight trips to Washington, DC, so 
other veterans can see the memorials 
built in their honor. 

There seems to be no limit to what 
Dave will do for his fellow veterans, 
fellow workers, and fellow Ohioans. 

Dave, thank you for your service to 
our country, to your fellow veterans, 
and to our State. So many of us are 
proud of you and honored to call you a 
friend. Congratulations, Dave, on your 
induction to the Ohio Veterans Hall of 
Fame.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LINDA SAUNDERS 
PAQUETTE 

∑ Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, this 
month, I am proud to recognize Linda 
Saunders Paquette, of Contoocook, as 
our Granite Stater of the Month in rec-
ognition of her years of leadership and 
steadfast commitment to combating 
the fentanyl, heroin, and opioid crisis 
in New Hampshire, which remains our 
most pressing public health challenge 
and threatens the health and safety of 
our fellow Granite Staters. 

Through her decades of service to the 
people of New Hampshire, including at 
the New Hampshire Department of 
Health and Human Services and start-
ing in 2010 as executive director of New 
Futures—a nonpartisan, nonprofit or-
ganization advocating, educating, and 
collaborating in the fight against sub-
stance misuse—Linda has made an 
enormous difference in the lives of 
countless people and families affected 
by this crisis. 

During my time as Governor and now 
as Senator, Linda has been a tremen-
dous partner and relentless advocate. 
Thanks in part to Linda’s advocacy, we 
were able to increase funding for crit-
ical prevention, treatment, and recov-
ery services in New Hampshire, extend 
substance use disorder coverage to the 
Medicaid Program, and pass and reau-
thorize Medicaid expansion—providing 
quality, affordable health coverage to 
more than 50,000 Granite Staters. As 
the State legislature debated whether 
to reauthorize Medicaid expansion, 
Linda fought for the program at every 
step along the way, calling it ‘‘the 
most important tool New Hampshire 
has in its fight against the opioid epi-
demic and more broadly the substance 
misuse crisis we are facing in our 
state.’’ 

Linda has also strongly spoken out in 
defense of the Essential Health Bene-
fits that require insurers to cover sub-
stance misuse and mental health treat-
ment, she has stood up against cuts to 
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