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minutes of debate on the nomination, 
equally divided in the usual form, and 
that following the use or yielding back 
of time, the Senate vote on the nomi-
nation with no intervening action or 
debate; that if confirmed, the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table and the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that following the 
disposition of the Esper nomination, 
all postcloture time on Executive Cal-
endar No. 383 be considered expired. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, there will be three 
rollcall votes at 12 noon tomorrow. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH ‘‘LIZ’’ 
TISDAHL 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I 
want to take a few moments to ac-
knowledge former mayor of Evanston, 
IL—and my friend—Liz Tisdahl. 

Liz began her service to Evanston in 
1989 on the Evanston Township School 
Board. After 2 years as president of the 
board, Liz was appointed to the Evans-
ton City Council in 2003 by Mayor Lor-
raine Morton. Mayor Morton had met 
Liz years earlier when she was picking 
up her youngest granddaughter from 
softball practice. She didn’t recognize 
the new coach and asked about her. It 
was Liz Tisdahl. Liz didn’t have a child 
on the team, but she wanted to lend a 
helping hand in the community. 

When Lorraine Morton became 
mayor, she always remembered how 
Liz stepped up just to help other peo-
ple, so when it came time for Mayor 
Morton to decide whom she wanted to 
replace her, the first and only name 
that came to mind was Liz Tisdahl. 
When Liz was first approached to run, 
her answer was ‘‘absolutely not,’’ but 
after giving it more thought, Liz an-
swered the call to run to help out 
Evanston’s residents who were leaving 
the community due to the increasingly 
high cost of living. Liz Tisdahl wasn’t 
running for mayor to help herself, but 
like her time coaching that softball 
team years earlier, she was doing it for 
other people. 

Early in Liz’s tenure as mayor, she 
quickly learned what it meant to be 
the ‘‘face of Evanston’’ and the good 

she could accomplish. At the time, too 
many Evanston residents struggled to 
afford housing, so Liz wrote a Federal 
grant application and flew to Wash-
ington, DC, to lobby for money to ex-
pand affordable housing in her commu-
nity—and it worked. Evanston received 
an $18 million grant. I remember call-
ing her with the good news. Liz later 
said that was ‘‘the day that I realized 
that there really was something to this 
‘being a mayor’ thing.’’ 

Liz Tisdahl also has successfully lob-
bied to secure a designation for a Fed-
eral qualified health center in Evans-
ton, resulting in the establishment of 
the Erie Evanston/Skokie Health Cen-
ter. Since 2012, the Erie Evanston/Sko-
kie Health Center has treated nearly 
12,000 patients and provided immediate 
care for the residents of Evanston. 

In 2009, when Liz Tisdahl first ran for 
mayor of Evanston, she campaigned 
under a simple platform: ‘‘Diversity, 
Sustainability, and Economic Develop-
ment.’’ First, Liz set out to increase 
employment. She expanded the May-
or’s Summer Youth Employment Pro-
gram, which had 167 jobs in 2009. Since 
2012, the program has grown by 100 jobs 
each year, employing 750 young people 
in 2016. Liz also created partnerships 
with Northwestern University, 
NorthShore University HealthSystem, 
and other businesses to establish job 
training and apprenticeship programs 
for the community’s most vulnerable 
people. In 2009, the unemployment rate 
of Evanston was 8 percent. When 
Mayor Tisdahl left office earlier this 
year, unemployment was down to 4.1 
percent. 

Liz Tisdahl also worked to make 
Evanston greener and—as promised— 
brought changes to the city’s sustain-
ability efforts. According to a 2015 
emissions report, Evanston reduced its 
greenhouse gas emissions by more than 
18 percent between 2005 and 2015. In 
2014, Evanston became one of Amer-
ica’s first two cities to receive a four- 
star rating from the Sustainability 
Tools for Assessing and Rating Com-
munities Initiative. For her environ-
mental work and focus on sustain-
ability issues, Liz received the Climate 
Protection Award from the U.S. Con-
ference of Mayors. 

Earlier this year, after two terms in 
office, Liz Tisdahl decided not to run 
for a third. When asked why, her an-
swer was simple. Although she loved 
being mayor, she had accomplished her 
goals. Liz Tisdahl went out on top. 

Despite her many achievements, 
Liz’s proudest accomplishment is her 
family. Now that she is retired, I know 
she is enjoying more time with her 
children and grandchildren, but this 
isn’t the last we have heard from Liz 
Tisdahl. She will continue to be a fear-
less advocate for the people of Evans-
ton. Since retiring, Liz has joined the 
board at Curt’s Cafe, an Evanston cof-
fee shop that trains at-risk youth, pre-
pares them to become job-ready, and 
helps them to transition into full-time 
employment. One thing is clear, Liz 

Tisdahl is not done helping the commu-
nity she loves. 

I want to congratulate Liz Tisdahl on 
her distinguished career and thank her 
for her outstanding service to the peo-
ple of Evanston. Now as she enters the 
next chapter in her life, I wish her and 
her family all the best. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
was unavailable for rollcall vote No. 
272, on the nomination of Steven Gill 
Bradbury, of Virginia, to be general 
counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation. Had I been present, I would 
have voted nay. 

Mr. President, I was unavailable for 
rollcall vote No. 273, on the motion to 
invoke cloture on David G. Zatezalo to 
be Assistant Secretary of Labor for 
Mine Safety and Health. Had I been 
present, I would have voted nay.∑ 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for the votes on con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No. 254 
and the motion to invoke cloture on 
Executive Calendar No. 383. 

On vote No. 272, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 254. 

On vote No. 273, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the motion to 
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar 
No. 383.∑ 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–67, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Poland for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $10.5 billion. After this 
letter is delivered to your office, we plan to 
issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–67 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Poland 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $ 6.8 billion. 
Other $ 3.7 billion. 
Total $10.5 billion. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: This is phase one of a 
two-phase program for an Integrated Air and 
Missile Defense (IAMD) Battle Command 
System (IBCS)—enabled Patriot Configura-
tion–3+ with Modernized Sensors and Compo-
nents consisting of: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Four (4) AN/MPQ–65 Radar Sets. 
Four (4) Engagement Control Stations. 
Four (4) Radar Interface Units (RIU) Modi-

fication Kits. 
Sixteen (16) M903 Launching Stations 

adapted. 
Eighteen (18) Launcher Integrated Net-

work Kits (LINKS) (includes two (2) spares). 
Two hundred and eight (208) Patriot Ad-

vanced Capability–3 (PAC–3) Missile Seg-
ment Enhancement (MSE) Missiles. 

Eleven (11) PAC–3 MSE Test Missiles. 
IBCS Software. 
Six (6) Current Operations—IBCS Engage-

ment Operations Centers (EOCs). 
Six (6) Engagement Operations—IBCS 

EOCs. 
Two (2) Future Operations—IBCS EOCs. 
Fifteen (15) Integrated Fire Control Net-

work (IFCN) Relays. 
Four (4) Electrical Power Plants (EPP) III. 
Five (5) Multifunctional Information Dis-

tribution Systems/Low Volume Terminals 
(MIDS/LVTs). 

Non-MDE includes: Also included with this 
request are communications equipment, 
tools and test equipment, range and test pro-
grams, support equipment, prime movers, 
generators, publications and technical docu-
mentation, training equipment, spare and re-
pair parts, personnel training, Technical As-
sistance Field Team (TAFT), U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor technical, engineering, 
and logistics support services, Systems Inte-
gration and Checkout (SICO), field office 
support, and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army. 
(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc. Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
November 14, 2017. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Poland—Integrated Air and Missile Defense 
(IAMD) Battle Command System (IBCS)— 
enabled Patriot Configuration–3+ with 
Modernized Sensors and Components 

The Government of Poland has requested 
to purchase phase one of a two-phase pro-
gram for an Integrated Air and Missile De-
fense (IAMD) Battle Command System 
(IBCS) enabled Patriot Configuration–3+ 
with Modernized Sensors and Components 
consisting of four (4) AN/MPQ–65 radar sets, 
four (4) engagement control stations, four (4) 
Radar Interface Units (RIU) modification 
kits, sixteen (16) M903 Launching stations 
adapted, eighteen (18) Launcher Integrated 
Network Kits (LINKs) (includes two (2) 
spares), two hundred and eight (208) Patriot 
Advanced Capabilty–3 (PAC–3) Missile Seg-
ment Enhancement (MSE) missiles, eleven 
(11) PAC–3 MSE test missiles, IBCS software, 
two (2) future operations—IBCS Engagement 
Operations Centers (EOCs), six (6) current 
operations-IBCS EOCs, six (6) engagement 
operations-IBCS EOCs, fifteen (15) Integrated 
Fire Control Network (IFCN relays, four (4) 
Electrical Power Plants (EPP) III, and five 
(5) Multifunctional Information Distribution 
Systems/Low Volume Terminals (MIDS/ 
LVTs). Also included with this request are 
communications equipment, tools and test 
equipment, range and test programs, support 
equipment, prime movers, generators, publi-
cations and technical documentation, train-
ing equipment, spare and repair parts, per-
sonnel training, Technical Assistance Field 
Team (TAFT), U.S. Government and con-
tractor technical, engineering, and logistics 
support services, Systems Integration and 
Checkout (SICO), field office support, and 
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. The total estimated program 
cost is $10.5. billion. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by helping to improve the 
security of a NATO ally which has been, and 
continues to be an important force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress in Eu-
rope. This sale is consistent with U.S. initia-
tives to provide key allies in the region with 
modern systems that will enhance interoper-
ability with U.S. forces and increase secu-
rity. 

Poland will use the IBCS-enabled Patriot 
missile system to improve its missile defense 
capability, defend its territorial integrity, 
and deter regional threats. The proposed sale 
will increase the defensive capabilities of the 
Polish Military to guard against hostile ag-
gression and shield the NATO allies who 
often train and operate within Poland’s bor-
ders. Poland will have no difficulty absorb-
ing this system into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of these missiles and 
equipment will not alter the basic military 
balance in the region. 

The prime contractors will be Raytheon 
Corporation in Andover, Massachusetts, 
Lockheed-Martin in Dallas, Texas, and Nor-
throp Grumman in Falls Church, Virginia. 
The purchaser requested offsets. At this 
time, offset agreements are undetermined 
and will be defined in negotiations between 
the purchaser and contractors. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
require approximately 42 U.S. Government 
and 55 contractor representatives to travel 
to Poland for an extended period for equip-
ment deprocessing/fielding, system check-
out, training, and technical and logistics 
support. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–67 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 

1. The Patriot Air Defense System con-
tains classified CONFIDENTIAL hardware 
components, SECRET tactical software and 
CRITICAL/SENSITIVE technology. Patriot 
ground support equipment and Patriot mis-
sile hardware contain CONFIDENTIAL com-
ponents and the associated launcher hard-
ware is UNCLASSIFIED. Information on sys-
tem performance capabilities, effectiveness, 
survivability, missile seeker capabilities, se-
lect software/software documentation and 
test data are classified up to and including 
SECRET. The items requested represent sig-
nificant technological advances for Poland. 
The Patriot Air Defense System continues to 
hold a significant technology lead over other 
surface-to-air missile systems in the world. 

2. The Patriot Air Defense System’s sen-
sitive/critical technology is primarily in the 
area of design and production know-how and 
primarily inherent in the design, develop-
ment and/or manufacturing data related to 
certain components. The list of components 
is classified CONFIDENTIAL. For more in-
formation contact the PEO Missiles and 
Space Lower Tier Project Office. 

3. The Integrated Air and Missile Defense 
(IAMD) Battle Command System (IBCS) con-
tains classified SECRET tactical software, 
UNCLASSIFIED hardware components, a 
few classified SECRET hardware components 
and CRITICAL/SENSITIVE technology. In-
formation on Integrated Fire Control (IFC) 
Network performance, Integrated System 
Requirements and Effectiveness, Common 
Command and Control Requirements and 
Performance, Precision of sensor, shelter, 
launcher, and Plug & Fight module time ref-
erences, Detailed security device configura-
tions, Cyber Security details, Distributed 
Track Management Processing, Distributed 
Control Management Processing, External 
Interface Data, IBCS Specifications, Critical 
Elements, Vulnerabilities and Weaknesses, 
and Test Data, Results, and Equipment are 
classified up to and including SECRET. The 
items requested represent significant tech-
nological advances for Poland Air and Mis-
sile Defense. The IBCS represents a tech-
nology lead over any other Air and Missile 
Defense (AMD) Command and Control (C2) 
system existing today. 

4. The IBCS sensitive/critical technology is 
primarily in software. And also resides in the 
design, developments, and manufacturing of 
certain components. The list of components 
containing sensitive/critical technology is 
classified SECRET. 

5. The loss of this hardware, software, doc-
umentation and/or data could permit devel-
opment of information which may lead to a 
significant threat to future U.S. military op-
erations. If an adversary were to obtain this 
sensitive technology, the missile system ef-
fectiveness could be compromised through 
reverse engineering techniques. 

6. A determination has been made that Po-
land can provide substantially the same de-
gree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This proposed sale is necessary in fur-
therance of the U.S. foreign policy and na-
tional security objectives outlined in the 
Policy Justification. 

7. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Po-
land. 
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DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–51, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Norway for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $170 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
to issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–51 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 
(i) Prospective Purchaser: The Government 

of Norway. 
(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $150 million. 
Other $20 million. 
Total $170 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Sixty (60) AIM–120 C–7 Advanced Medium 

Range Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM). 
Four (4) AMRAAM Guidance Section 

Spares. 
Non-MDE: Missile containers, weapon sys-

tem support, support equipment, spare and 
repair parts, publications and technical doc-
umentation, personnel training, training 
equipment, U.S. Government and contractor 
engineering, logistics, technical and support 
services, and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (X6–D– 
YAE). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: NO–D–YME. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
November 14, 2017. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Norway—AIM–120 C–7 Advanced Medium 
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) 

The Government of Norway requested a 
possible sale of sixty (60) AIM–120 C–7 Ad-
vanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles 
(AMRAAM) and four (4) AMRAAM guidance 
section spares. Also included are missile con-
tainers, weapon system support, support 
equipment, spare and repair parts, publica-
tions and technical documentation, per-
sonnel training, training equipment, U.S. 
Government and contractor engineering, lo-
gistics, technical and support services, and 
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. The estimated total case 
value is $170 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by improving the security 
of a NATO ally which continues to be an im-
portant force for political stability and eco-
nomic progress in Europe. 

The proposed sale will improve Norway’s 
capabilities for mutual defense, regional se-
curity, force modernization, and U.S. and 
NATO interoperability. This sale will en-

hance the Royal Norwegian Air Force’s abil-
ity to defend Norway against future threats 
and contribute to current and future NATO 
operations. This is a follow-on buy of addi-
tional AIM–120 C–7 missiles. Norway will be 
able to absorb these additional missiles and 
support into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The prime contractor will be Raytheon 
Missile Systems, Tucson, AZ. There are no 
known offset agreements proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government personnel or contractor 
representatives to Norway. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–51 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. AIM–120 C–7 Advanced Medium Range 

Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a radar 
guided missile featuring digital technology 
and micro-miniature solid-state electronics. 
AMRAAM capabilities include look-down/ 
shoot-down, multiple launches against mul-
tiple targets, resistance to electronic 
counter measures, and interception of high 
flying, low flying and maneuvering targets. 
The AMRAAM is classified CONFIDENTIAL, 
major components and subsystems range 
from UNCLASSIFIED to CONFIDENTIAL, 
and technology data and other documenta-
tion are classified up to SECRET. 

2. If a technologically advanced adversary 
obtains knowledge of the specific hardware 
and software elements, the information 
could be used to develop countermeasures or 
equivalent systems that might reduce weap-
on system effectiveness or be used in the de-
velopment of a system with similar or ad-
vanced capabilities. 

3. A determination has been made that 
Norway can provide substantially the same 
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This proposed sale is necessary to the 
furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy and 
national security objectives outlined in the 
policy justification. 

4. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal are authorized for release 
and export to the Government of Norway. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAINE’S 
CONTINUUM OF CARE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, Maine 
is home to strong communities and 
compassionate citizens. Nowhere are 
those qualities more evident than in 
our State’s commitment to end the 
scourge of homelessness. 

This effort has taken a significant 
step forward through the establish-
ment of a single continuum of care for 
the State of Maine. The merger of the 
Portland Continuum of Care and the 
Maine Balance of State Continuum of 
Care will better enable local service 
providers, the statewide homeless 
council, and State and Federal agen-
cies to address homelessness through-
out Maine while accommodating spe-
cific local needs. This consolidation 
began in 2012 with the merger of the 
Bangor/Greater Penobscot Continuum 

with the Maine Balance of State Con-
tinuum of Care. I particularly com-
mend the Maine State Housing Author-
ity for its leadership during this proc-
ess. 

Maine’s unified continuum of care 
will create greater efficiencies in the 
use of Federal funding under the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act of 1987, the first major national re-
sponse to homelessness. As chairman of 
the Housing Appropriations Sub-
committee, I am confident that this 
unification will enhance the ability of 
Maine’s service providers to help guide 
Federal policies and programs that as-
sist low-income Americans, families 
with children, young people, seniors, 
and our veterans in obtaining safe shel-
ter and affordable housing. 

With a 9-percent reduction in home-
lessness from fiscal year 2016 to 2017, 
Maine is making great progress in aid-
ing our most vulnerable citizens. The 
creation of a unified continuum of care 
will accelerate this progress, and I con-
gratulate all who made it possible. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, I would 
like to recognize the efforts of the 
many organizations that have agreed 
to come together to establish a single 
continuum of care for the State of 
Maine. Continuums of Care are sup-
ported by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to 
promote a communitywide commit-
ment to the goal of ending homeless-
ness. They are a vital partner in the 
works to quickly rehouse homeless in-
dividuals and families to minimize 
trauma and dislocation; promote ac-
cess to and effective use of mainstream 
programs; and optimize self-sufficiency 
among individuals and families experi-
encing homelessness. Continuums of 
Care make important decisions about 
priorities for Federal funding of pro-
grams that provide significant services. 

Prior to establishing this single con-
tinuum of care for Maine, there were 
three separate entities that existed: 
the City of Portland, Greater Penob-
scot, which was centered on Bangor, 
and everything else fell under the ‘‘Bal-
ance of State’’ Continuum. While re-
ceiving funding to operate a continuum 
of care funding requires a competitive 
application process, these three groups 
have consistently worked closely to-
gether and coordinated their means. In 
2012, the Greater Penobscot Continuum 
and ‘‘Balance of State’’ merged to-
gether to create the Maine Continuum 
of Care. Then, in 2017, the Portland 
Continuum consolidated with the 
Maine Continuum—achieving a single 
continuum of care—an effort that 
greatly advanced the level of collabora-
tion among the member agencies and 
has proven to be an important step in 
streamlining efforts and assuring 
available resources are meeting the 
needs of those who become homeless. 
The merger of the two continuums has 
resulted in more accurate collection 
and management of data about the ex-
tent and characteristics of homeless-
ness in Maine. 
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