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policies changed to weaken the govern-
ment’s ability to enforce the rights and
freedoms of working men and women.

With stagnant wages and rising
healthcare costs and worries about
pension cuts and workplace discrimina-
tion, frankly, I know working men and
women in Michigan and across the
country have enough to worry about.
They shouldn’t have to worry that the
person who is supposed to have their
back is, instead, looking for ways to
strip away their freedom to organize on
the job.

That is why I will vote no on Peter
Robb, and I encourage my colleagues to
do the same.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. President, I wish to turn now to
another very important topic. I have
been speaking about workers, and now
I wish to speak about our children and
standing up for our children.

Every year, 9 million children receive
health insurance through a very suc-
cessful program called the Children’s
Health Insurance Program. Children
from low- and middle-income families
who do not qualify for Medicaid—work-
ing families—are able to receive
healthcare through CHIP, and every
year, 25 million people, including
300,000 veterans and 7.5 million chil-
dren, receive medical care from com-
munity health centers in cities and
towns and rural communities all across
Michigan and across the country. That
is 9 million children who can see a doc-
tor when they get sick or hurt, and
that is millions of parents who don’t
have to lie awake at night, worrying
about what will happen the next time
their child falls, breaks an arm, gets
strep throat, or something even worse.

Thanks to Republican inaction, these
millions of parents do now have to
worry.

It has been 38 days since the Repub-
lican leadership let funding expire for
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram and community health centers—
38 days and counting—38 days when we
could have been working together to
fund these important programs. Yet
that didn’t happen, even though they
have bipartisan support. That is 38
days of telling children and hard-work-
ing families who use these programs
that they don’t matter as much as
other things we are doing.

For the longest time, the Children’s
Health Insurance Program and commu-
nity health centers have received
strong bipartisan support, and that is
true today. If these programs—a bill
that came out of the Finance Com-
mittee and a bill that Senator ROY
BLUNT and I have introduced—were
brought to the floor, they would get
strong bipartisan support—if we could
get them on the floor.

We are hearing from more than 1,000
organizations, including the American
Academy of Pediatrics, the American
Heart Association, the March of Dimes,
and the National Association of Coun-
ties, all urging us to take up the CHIP
bill and to pass it—the 5-year exten-
sion, which is so critical.
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Senator HATCH on the Finance Com-
mittee, of which I am proud to be a
member, has worked with Senator
WYDEN, with me, and with others to
put together a good bill, a 5-year reau-
thorization of CHIP, on a bipartisan
basis, and 70 Members of this body, led
by Senator RoY BLUNT and myself,
have signed a letter of support for con-
tinuing funding for community health
centers. Senator BLUNT and I, with
eight other Democrats and eight Re-
publicans, have put in a bill to do that.

We know the support is there. The
problem is, we cannot get it brought up
on the floor as a priority for the Sen-
ate.

As I mentioned, this crucial funding
expired 38 days ago—more than a
month ago. Over those 38 days, the
Senate has taken up 54 record rollcall
votes, Republicans passed their budget,
and we have considered 16 nominees.
But we haven’t considered over the
past 38 days the 9 million children who
depend on the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program to stay healthy and the
25 million patients who use community
health centers.

We might be 38 days late, but there is
no time like today to make children
and families a top priority. These pro-
grams are a big deal in my State. Be-
fore CHIP, too many hard-working
families in Michigan couldn’t afford to
take their children to the doctor. Now,
97 percent of our children in Michigan
can go to the doctor. Moms and dads
can take their children to the doctor
because of what has been put together
around health insurance, making
health insurance available in Michi-
gan—the highest percentage ever—97
percent.

Last year,
health centers
680,000 patients,
erans.

Having access to health insurance
and healthcare we know is life-chang-
ing and even lifesaving.

Just ask Jan of Davison, MI, whose
daughter Suzi was covered by
MIChild—what we call CHIP, actually
MIChild—in Michigan. Suzi was diag-
nosed with ADHD as a child and later
with bipolar disorder. In Jan’s words:

Without having access to quality health
care, we would have been lost. And thanks to
MIChild coverage, we are able to afford the
help she so desperately needed.

Today, Suzi is a high school graduate
and plans to go to community college.

Albert, a resident of Owosso, MI,
knows the value of community health
centers. He had graduated from high
school and was taking college classes.
He had a great full-time job with
health benefits. He said that it was like
a dream come true—until it stopped.
Work dried up. In a matter of months,
Albert lost his job, his insurance, and
his home.

He fell into a deep depression—and
many of us would have done the same.
But Albert was lucky. A friend noticed
that he was struggling and urged him
to visit Great Lakes Bay Health Cen-

Michigan’s community
treated more than
including 12,710 vet-
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ters. Within 2 weeks, he had a medical
appointment; 3 days after that, he was
speaking with a community health
center counselor. As Albert said, ‘It
happened so fast, there was no time for
me to fall through the cracks.”

Today he is running a local business
and has his confidence back. He has
lost 50 pounds and stopped drinking. He
has rebuilt his relationships with his
family. And he is now giving back to
the very clinic that changed his life,
serving on the board of Great Lakes
Bay Health Centers.

All of the children and the people
who receive coverage and care from
CHIP and community health centers
can tell their stories.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
of the Senator has expired.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, if I
might just take 30 seconds to complete
my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. STABENOW. Thank you very
much.

Let me just say in conclusion that we
can fix this. We don’t have to put up
one more day on the count chart.
Today we can make children and fami-
lies a priority by passing critical
healthcare that has the bipartisan sup-
port to get it done, if we have the ur-
gency to do so.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Engel nomina-
tion?

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Kentucky (Mr. PAUL).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 264 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Alexander Fischer Murkowski
Barrasso Flake Perdue
Blunt Gardner Portman
Boozman Graham Risch
Burr Grassley Roberts
Capito Hatch Rounds
Cassidy Heller Rubio
Cochran Hoeven Sasse
Collins Inhofe Scott
Corker Isakson Shelby
Cornyn Johnson Strange
Cotton Kennedy Sullivan
Crapo Lankford Thune
Cruz Lee Tillis
Daines Manchin Toomey
Enzi McConnell Wicker
Ernst Moran Young
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NAYS—47
Baldwin Gillibrand Nelson
Bennet Harris Peters
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Booker Heinrich Sanders
Brown Hgickamp Schatz
Cantyvell leAono Schumer
gardm Eglne Shaheen
arper ing

Casey Klobuchar '?tabenow

ester
Coons Leahy Udall
Cortez Masto Markey
Donnelly McCain Van Hollen
Duckworth McCaskill Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Franken Murray Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Menendez Paul

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, all time is yielded
back.

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Peter B. Robb, of Vermont, to be
General Counsel of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board for a term of four years.

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, John
Barrasso, Johnny Isakson, Chuck
Grassley, Thom Tillis, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Roy Blunt, John Cornyn, John
Thune, John Boozman, Cory Gardner,

Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, Mike
Rounds, James M. Inhofe, John
Hoeven.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Peter B. Robb, of Vermont, to be
General Counsel of the National Labor
Relations Board for a term of four
years, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Kentucky (Mr. PAUL).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RUBIO). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?
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The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 265 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Alexander Fischer Murkowski
Barrasso Flake Perdue
Blunt Gardner Portman
Boozman Graham Risch
Burr Grassley Roberts
Capito Hatch Rounds
Cassidy Heller Rubio
Cochran Hoeven Sasse
Collins Inhofe Scott
Corker Isakson Shelby
Cornyn Johnson Strange
Cotton Kennedy Sullivan
Crapo Lankford Thune
Cruz Lee Tillis
Daines McCain Toomey
Enzi McConnell Wicker
Ernst Moran Young
NAYS—47

Baldwin Gillibrand Nelson
Bennet Harris Peters
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Booker Heinrich Sanders
Brown Heitkamp Schatz
Cantyvell Hir'ono Schumer
Gt Kaine
Casey Klobuchar ;\tai)enow
Coons Leahy ester

. Udall
Cortez Masto Manchin
Donnelly Markey Van Hollen
Duckworth McCaskill Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Franken Murray Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Menendez Paul

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 47.
The motion is agreed to.
————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Peter B. Robb,
of Vermont, to be General Counsel of
the National Labor Relations Board for
a term of four years.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for up
to 15 minutes as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
our EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt,
has a little problem. You see, the Su-
preme Court has ruled that greenhouse
gases are pollutants under the Clean
Air Act. Therefore, under the Clean Air
Act, the Environmental Protection
Agency, which Pruitt leads, is legally
obligated to regulate greenhouse gases.
They must do this as a matter of law.

Moreover, the EPA has determined
that greenhouse gas emissions endan-
ger the public health and welfare of
current and future generations, and
Scott Pruitt has said he will not con-
test that endangerment finding. He is
stuck with it. Why? Because he knows
it is a contest he would lose by a land-
slide. The climate denial nonsense he
espouses has never passed peer review,
it is not real science, and it would get
buried in any forum where facts and
truth matter.
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That is also likely why the White
House released the Climate Science
Special Report, part of the National
Climate Assessment we mandated by
law without significant alteration. Sci-
entists had prudently disclosed what
they sent to the White House so every-
one could compare what went into the
White House with what came back out
of the White House. That put the White
House in a box, and caught in that box,
the White House went ahead and re-
leased the report without alteration.

The Climate Science Special Report
affirms that climate change is driven
almost entirely by human action. It
warns of a worst-case scenario, where
seas could rise as high as 8 feet by the
year 2100, which is the scenario our
home State planners are looking at for
Rhode Island and which I know has oc-
casioned dire forecasts for the Pre-
siding Officer’s home State of Florida.
The report details a wide array of cli-
mate-related damage already unfolding
across the United States. Here is what
the report says: ‘It is extremely likely
that human influence has been the
dominant cause of the observed warm-
ing since the mid-20th century.”” The
document reports: ‘‘For the warming
over the last century, there is no con-
vincing alternative explanation sup-
ported by the extent of the observa-
tional evidence.”

No convincing alternative expla-
nation. Well, we actually knew that be-
cause climate denial has all along been
bogus, phony propaganda created by
the fossil fuel industry and pushed out
through its array of phony front
groups. Nobody but the ignorant would
seriously believe their nonsense, least
of all in Congress, except for the fact
that the propaganda is backed up by fe-
rocious political artillery and an im-
placable fossil fuel industry position to
deny, deny, deny as the ship goes down.

This will be a disgrace whose odor
will last a long time as history looks
back and recounts a Congress so sub-
servient to the fossil fuel industry that
it would ignore unanimous real science
and go instead with the flagrant, self-
serving falsehoods of the industry with
the world’s biggest conflict of inter-
est—an obvious plain conflict of inter-
est. It is a sickening display of what
our Founding Fathers would plainly
describe as corruption, and we are sup-
posed to act as if things are normal
around here. Things are not normal
around here—not since Citizens United,
for sure.

Things are also not normal at EPA.
That Agency of the U.S. Government
has been corrupted. There is no
straighter way to say it. The EPA now
answers not to the public interest but
to the special interest of the fossil fuel
industry through its new Adminis-
trator, Scott Pruitt, whose entire his-
tory is one long exercise in subser-
vience to the fossil fuel industry. If he
is not bad enough, check out the
creepy coterie of fossil fuel lackeys he
is surrounding himself with. It is an-
other disgrace, but given the fossil
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