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Name and country Name of currency 

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

Michael Kuiken: 
United States ............................................................................................ Dollar .................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,693.11 .................... .................... .................... 1,693.11 
South Korea .............................................................................................. Won ....................................................... .................... 716.62 .................... .................... .................... 640.48 .................... 1,357.10 
Japan ........................................................................................................ Yen ....................................................... .................... 425.15 .................... .................... .................... 1,487.09 .................... 1,912.24 

Total ..................................................................................................... ............................................................... .................... 1,141.77 .................... 1,693.11 .................... 2,127.57 .................... 4,962.45 

SENATOR CHARLES E. SCHUMER,
Democratic Leader, Oct. 18, 2017. 

h 

TSP MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2017 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3031, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3031) to amend title 5, United 

States Code, to provide for flexibility in 
making withdrawals from a Thrift Savings 
Plan account, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3031) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY BLUE CAMPAIGN AU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2017 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 1370 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1370) to amend the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to issue Department of 
Homeland Security-wide guidance and de-
velop training programs as part of the De-
partment of Homeland Security Blue Cam-
paign, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the John-
son-McCaskill substitute amendment 
be considered and agreed to and the 
bill, as amended, be considered read a 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1579) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Homeland Security Blue Campaign Au-
thorization Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. ENHANCED DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 

SECURITY COORDINATION 
THROUGH THE BLUE CAMPAIGN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title IV of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
231 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 434. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-

RITY BLUE CAMPAIGN. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘human trafficking’ means an act or practice 
described in paragraph (9) or (10) of section 
103 of the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102). 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
within the Department a program, which 
shall be known as the ‘Blue Campaign’. The 
Blue Campaign shall be headed by a Direc-
tor, who shall be appointed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Blue 
Campaign shall be to unify and coordinate 
Department efforts to address human traf-
ficking. 

‘‘(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Secretary, 
working through the Director, shall, in ac-
cordance with subsection (e)— 

‘‘(1) issue Department-wide guidance to ap-
propriate Department personnel; 

‘‘(2) develop training programs for such 
personnel; 

‘‘(3) coordinate departmental efforts, in-
cluding training for such personnel; and 

‘‘(4) provide guidance and training on trau-
ma-informed practices to ensure that human 
trafficking victims are afforded prompt ac-
cess to victim support service providers, in 
addition to the government assistance re-
quired under section 107 of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7105), to address their immediate and long- 
term needs. 

‘‘(e) GUIDANCE AND TRAINING.—The Blue 
Campaign shall provide guidance and train-
ing to appropriate Department personnel and 
other Federal, State, tribal, and law enforce-
ment personnel, as appropriate regarding— 

‘‘(1) programs to help identify instances of 
human trafficking; 

‘‘(2) the types of information that should 
be collected and recorded in information 
technology systems utilized by the Depart-
ment to help identify individuals suspected 
or convicted of human trafficking; 

‘‘(3) systematic and routine information 
sharing within the Department and among 
Federal, State, tribal, and local law enforce-
ment agencies regarding— 

‘‘(A) individuals suspected or convicted of 
human trafficking; and 

‘‘(B) patterns and practices of human traf-
ficking; 

‘‘(4) techniques to identify suspected vic-
tims of trafficking along the United States 
border and at airport security checkpoints; 

‘‘(5) methods to be used by the Transpor-
tation Security Administration and per-
sonnel from other appropriate agencies— 

‘‘(A) to train employees of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to identify 
suspected victims of trafficking; and 

‘‘(B) to serve as a liaison and resource re-
garding human trafficking prevention to ap-
propriate State, local, and private sector 
aviation workers and the traveling public; 

‘‘(6) utilizing resources, such as indicator 
cards, fact sheets, pamphlets, posters, bro-
chures, and radio and television campaigns— 

‘‘(A) to educate partners and stakeholders; 
and 

‘‘(B) to increase public awareness of human 
trafficking; 

‘‘(7) leveraging partnerships with State and 
local governmental, nongovernmental, and 
private sector organizations to raise public 
awareness of human trafficking; and 

‘‘(8) any other activities the Secretary de-
termines necessary to carry out the Blue 
Campaign.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (Public Law 107–296) is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 433 
the following: 
‘‘Sec. 434. Department of Homeland Security 

Blue Campaign.’’. 
SEC. 3. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall ensure, in accord-
ance with the Department of Homeland Se-
curity-wide guidance required under section 
434(d) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, 
as added by section 2, the integration of in-
formation technology systems utilized with-
in the Department to record and track infor-
mation regarding individuals suspected or 
convicted of human trafficking. 
SEC. 4. REPORT. 

Not later than 18 months after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall submit a report to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives that— 

(1) describes the status and effectiveness of 
the Department of Homeland Security Blue 
Campaign; and 

(2) provides a recommendation regarding 
the appropriate office within the Department 
of Homeland Security for the Blue Cam-
paign. 
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There is authorized to be appropriated 
$819,000 to carry out section 434 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as added by section 
2. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

know of no further debate on the bill. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

further debate? 
Hearing none, the bill having been 

read the third time, the question is, 
Shall it pass? 

The bill (H.R. 1370), as amended, was 
passed. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 7, 2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Tuesday, Novem-
ber 7; further, that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; further, that 
following leader remarks, the Senate 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for debate only until 11 a.m., at 
which point the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session and consideration of 
the Gibson nomination under the pre-
vious order; finally, that the Senate re-
cess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. to 
allow for the weekly caucus meetings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of Senator DURBIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Illinois. 

f 

WISHING SENATOR PAUL WELL 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, let me 
first say at the outset that many of us 
have extended well wishes to our col-
league, Senator PAUL, who was injured 
over the weekend. We wish him a 
speedy recovery and hope that he re-
turns soon. He is an important part of 
the Senate and an important colleague 
to those of us on both sides of the aisle. 

f 

TEXAS CHURCH MASS SHOOTING 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, yester-
day there was another gun massacre 
and horrible circumstances. I know the 
Presiding Officer came to the floor ear-
lier today to say a word about his feel-
ings and the feelings of his family. 
They are shared by all of us. It is 
heartbreaking to think that some per-
son so demented, so unusual would 
come into a worship setting and kill in-
nocent people. 

Yesterday, in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, at least 26 people were killed 
and 20 others were wounded when a 
gunman opened fire in the sanctuary of 
the First Baptist Church. The reported 
shooter, Devin Kelley, used an assault 
rifle to commit this mass murder. The 
victims range in age from 18 months to 
77 years. About a dozen of those who 
were killed were children, including 
the daughter of the church’s pastor. 
This is heartbreaking. Our nation 
grieves for the victims and their loved 
ones. 

The shooter reportedly drove up to 
the church wearing a bulletproof vest 
and tactical gear, and he began firing 
in the parking lot before entering the 
church. At some point, a local resident 
who lived near the church began firing 
back. The shooter then drove off, with 
two residents in pursuit, eventually 
crashing his car. He was found dead 
from a gunshot wound, which may have 
been self-inflicted. 

President Trump and others have 
said that this exchange of fire with 
citizens responding saved lives and 
shows that the policy response to the 
shooting should be to arm more good 
guys with guns. Let us not forget that 
46 people were shot before these citi-
zens came on the scene. 

This reported shooter, 26 years old, 
had served in the U.S. Air Force from 
2010 until 2014, working on logistics 
readiness. In 2012 he was court- 
martialed for two counts of assault on 
his then-wife and child. He was sen-
tenced to confinement for 12 months. 
He received a bad conduct discharge in 
2014. He remarried in 2014, and had 
worked as an unarmed security guard 
at a water park. He reportedly bought 
four guns, one each year from 2014 to 
2017, and three of those weapons—the 
assault rifle that he used in this crime 
and two handguns—were found at the 
scene. 

Local law enforcement said that the 
shooter was likely motivated by a do-
mestic situation. His wife’s grand-
mother was one of the victims. 

There are so many things that come 
to mind. First and foremost is the grief 
and sorrow we all feel for the families 
who were affected. It is so sad that 
when people go to church on Sunday, 
they are not safe from gun violence and 
gun massacres, which are occurring 
way too frequently across the United 
States. Just over two years ago, nine 
people were killed by a gunman in the 
Charleston Emanuel AME Church. And 
just last month we saw the worst mass 
shooting in modern American history 
in Las Vegas, with 58 people murdered 
and over 500 wounded. In Chicago, at 
least 29 people were shot, five fatally, 
over this past weekend. 

There are things that we need to do, 
and that only we can do in Congress, to 
make the laws better and safer. 

I respect the Second Amendment. I 
respect the fact that there are men and 
women in my family, friends, and peo-
ple I represent across Illinois who own 
guns and use them safely and respon-

sibly. We have sportsmen and hunters 
in my family. We have people who buy 
guns for sporting purposes and for self- 
defense. They store the guns carefully 
and safely. They take very seriously 
that they are dealing with a deadly 
weapon. They don’t want anyone inno-
cent to be hurt. I respect that very 
much. I think we all should. But I also 
call on them now. They need to lead us 
into a more sensible policy when it 
comes to gun safety. 

Owners of firearms, overwhelmingly, 
when asked, believe we should have 
comprehensive background checks to 
keep guns out of the hands of those 
who misuse them. Overwhelmingly, a 
majority of gun owners feel that way, 
as most Americans feel. Why can’t we 
do that? We certainly know it is within 
our power. 

In my State of Illinois, in the city of 
Chicago, we are approaching 600 homi-
cides this year—600—most of them 
from gunfire. It is heartbreaking. That 
doesn’t include those who were injured 
by being shot as well. Where are these 
guns coming from? There are no gun 
stores in the city of Chicago. That is 
true. But when it comes to purchasing 
guns, it makes no difference. The sub-
urbs have plenty of gun dealers. Of 
course, there are gun shows in neigh-
boring States, like Indiana. We also 
know gun stores in the suburbs of Chi-
cago supply 25 percent of the identified 
crime guns. We know many of those 
are sold in what is known as a straw 
purchase. They are sold to someone 
who buys a gun for someone who is not 
legally qualified. It is a girlfriend or 
someone who buys a gun because she 
has no criminal record so her boyfriend 
can use it—misuse it—and kill inno-
cent people. Can’t we toughen that law 
and make sure there are real penalties 
for straw purchases? That is not going 
to slow down any legitimate gun owner 
or anyone who wants to use a gun in a 
responsible fashion. That is one thing 
we can do. 

Then there is the gun show loophole. 
We know, with Columbine and other 
places, that it was a gun show loophole 
that opened the way for the purchase 
of guns that killed innocent people. 
Let’s do something about that. We 
should. If we are serious, we should. 

We also know that the 1996 Lauten-
berg amendment prohibits convicted 
domestic abusers from buying or using 
guns. That applies, as well, to military 
personnel. Questions need to be asked 
and answered about this shooter in 
Texas and what happened after he was 
court-martialed for domestic abuse in 
the Air Force in 2012. How did he pur-
chase a gun after that, in violation of 
the Lautenberg amendment? 

We need to also ask why in the world 
anyone needs to own an assault weap-
on. I understand people buy rifles and 
shotguns and even handguns for sport-
ing and self-defense. But why does any-
one need to own a military-style weap-
on—one that can be converted, as we 
found in Las Vegas, to a weapon that 
discharges 100 rounds in 7 seconds? 
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