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Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 2082. A bill to terminate the Diversity 

Immigrant Visa Program; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 355 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 355, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Lands Recreation Enhancement 
Act to provide for a lifetime National 
Recreational Pass for any veteran with 
a service-connected disability. 

S. 372 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 372, a bill to amend the Tariff 
Act of 1930 to ensure that merchandise 
arriving through the mail shall be sub-
ject to review by U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection and to require the 
provision of advance electronic infor-
mation on shipments of mail to U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection and for 
other purposes. 

S. 540 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 540, a bill to limit the au-
thority of States to tax certain income 
of employees for employment duties 
performed in other States. 

S. 563 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 563, a bill to amend the Flood 
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 to re-
quire that certain buildings and per-
sonal property be covered by flood in-
surance, and for other purposes. 

S. 591 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 591, a bill to expand eligibility for 
the program of comprehensive assist-
ance for family caregivers of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, to ex-
pand benefits available to participants 
under such program, to enhance special 
compensation for members of the uni-
formed services who require assistance 
in everyday life, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 654 

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 654, a bill to revise section 48 of 
title 18, United States Code, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 744 

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
744, a bill to amend the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act to delay the inclusion in 
consumer credit reports and to estab-
lish requirements for debt collectors 

with respect to medical debt informa-
tion of veterans due to inappropriate or 
delayed billing payments or reimburse-
ments from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

S. 778 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 778, a bill to require the 
use of prescription drug monitoring 
programs and to facilitate information 
sharing among States. 

S. 818 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the 

names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 818, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow 
individuals with disabilities to save ad-
ditional amounts in their ABLE ac-
counts above the current annual max-
imum contribution if they work and 
earn income. 

S. 948 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 948, a bill to designate as 
wilderness certain Federal portions of 
the red rock canyons of the Colorado 
Plateau and the Great Basin Deserts in 
the State of Utah for the benefit of 
present and future generations of peo-
ple in the United States. 

S. 1021 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1021, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the United 
States Coast Guard. 

S. 1108 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1108, a bill to amend title 
4, United States Code, to provide for 
the flying of the flag at half-staff in 
the event of the death of a first re-
sponder in the line of duty. 

S. 1113 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1113, a bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
to ensure the safety of cosmetics. 

S. 1194 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1194, a bill to provide for the 
coverage of medically necessary food 
and vitamins for digestive and inher-
ited metabolic disorders under Federal 
health programs and private health in-
surance, and for other purposes. 

S. 1333 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

names of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator from 
North Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1333, a bill to 

provide for rental assistance for home-
less or at-risk Indian veterans. 

S. 1568 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1568, a bill to require 
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of President 
John F. Kennedy. 

S. 1693 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator 
from California (Ms. HARRIS), the Sen-
ator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) and the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1693, a 
bill to amend the Communications Act 
of 1934 to clarify that section 230 of 
that Act does not prohibit the enforce-
ment against providers and users of 
interactive computer services of Fed-
eral and State criminal and civil law 
relating to sex trafficking. 

S. 1730 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) and the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1730, a bill to implement 
policies to end preventable maternal, 
newborn, and child deaths globally. 

S. 1753 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1753, a bill to amend the 
S.A.F.E. Mortgage Licensing Act of 
2008 to provide a temporary license for 
loan originators transitioning between 
employers, and for other purposes. 

S. 1823 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1823, a bill to amend the Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act to clarify 
that houses of worship are eligible for 
certain disaster relief and emergency 
assistance on terms equal to other eli-
gible private nonprofit facilities, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1842 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1842, a bill to provide for 
wildfire suppression operations, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1970 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1970, a bill to establish a public 
health plan. 

S. 2006 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2006, a bill to 
require breast density reporting to 
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physicians and patients by facilities 
that perform mammograms, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2044 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2044, a bill to amend 
title 18, United States Code, to protect 
more victims of domestic violence by 
preventing their abusers from pos-
sessing or receiving firearms, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2047 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2047, a bill to restrict the 
use of funds for kinetic military oper-
ations in North Korea. 

S. 2060 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2060, a bill to promote democracy 
and human rights in Burma, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2073 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2073, a bill to establish a 
vegetation management pilot program 
on National Forest System land to bet-
ter protect utility infrastructure from 
passing wildfire, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Mrs. CAPITO, 
and Mr. KAINE): 

S. 2076. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize the ex-
pansion of activities related to Alz-
heimer’s disease, cognitive decline, and 
brain health under the Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease and Healthy Aging Program, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today with my colleague from Nevada, 
Senator CORTEZ MASTO, to introduce 
the Building Our Largest Dementia In-
frastructure for Alzheimer’s—or 
BOLD—Act. I am pleased that Senator 
CAPITO and Senator KAINE are also 
joining us as original cosponsors. 

Our legislation would create a public 
health infrastructure aimed at com-
bating Alzheimer’s disease and pre-
serving brain health. Alzheimer’s dis-
ease is one of the greatest and most 
under-recognized public health threats 
of our time. Former Surgeon General 
David Satcher has said that it is the 
most under-recognized public health 
threat of the 21st century. Five and a 
half million Americans are living with 
the disease, and that number will soar 
as our population continues to grow 
older and lives longer. 

In addition to the human suffering it 
causes, Alzheimer’s is our Nation’s 

most costly disease. The United States 
spends more than $259 billion per year, 
including $175 billion in Medicare and 
Medicaid costs. The financial impact of 
this dreadful disease will only continue 
to grow. In fact, it is estimated that by 
the year 2050, Alzheimer’s will cost our 
country $1 trillion and afflict 16 mil-
lion Americans. 

While Alzheimer’s is the only one of 
our Nation’s most deadly diseases 
without an effective treatment or cure, 
tantalizing new research suggests that 
there are steps we can take to promote 
prevention and improve treatment. 

The first step we should take is to 
recognize Alzheimer’s as a public 
health crisis. It is because of public 
health advancements that we have safe 
water to drink, vaccines to prevent 
deadly diseases, interventions to quit 
smoking, and emergency preparedness 
tools to save lives. The effort to com-
bat Alzheimer’s disease requires a 
similar unified, national public health 
effort. That effort is gaining steam. 

In 1999, when I founded the Bipar-
tisan Congressional Task Force on Alz-
heimer’s, there was virtually no focus 
in Washington on this devastating dis-
ease. In fact, people were afraid to even 
refer to the disease, just as years ago 
people did not talk about cancer. 

Seven years ago, I coauthored with 
then-Senator Evan Bayh the bipartisan 
National Alzheimer’s Project Act, 
which set the primary goal of pre-
venting and effectively treating the 
disease by the year 2025. That bill cre-
ated an expert council, which has cal-
culated that $2 billion in Federal fund-
ing per year is needed to achieve that 
goal. 

On the Appropriations Committee, I 
have worked hard with Senator BLUNT 
and others to turn the words of that 
recommendation into action. The fund-
ing bill for this year provides another 
$2 billion increase for the National In-
stitutes of Health, and that includes a 
$414 million increase for Alzheimer’s 
research—the largest in history. That 
brings the total for Alzheimer’s re-
search to $1.8 billion—well within 
reach of the $2 billion goal, which the 
experts tell us is necessary for break-
throughs. 

While this research is moving for-
ward, we must put into practice what 
we know and enhance the quality of 
care and support for those living with 
Alzheimer’s and their families. In 
March, the Aging Committee, which I 
chair, held a hearing on the arc of Alz-
heimer’s, from preventing cognitive de-
cline to ensuring quality care for those 
living with dementia. The hearing shed 
light on the fact that although we do 
not yet know how to prevent Alz-
heimer’s, we are advancing in our un-
derstanding of the disease. Its progres-
sion does not happen overnight; it is 
preceded by years and perhaps decades 
of changes in the brain and a con-
tinuum of changes in behavior, includ-
ing cognitive decline. A growing body 
of evidence suggests that lifestyle fac-
tors, such as regular physical activity 

and attention to heart health, may re-
duce the risk of cognitive decline. 
There is so much we have yet to know. 

Alzheimer’s is a public issue for those 
living with the disease, for those caring 
for their loved ones with the disease, 
for all of us as taxpayers, and for those 
who know that our brain is our most 
precious resource. Alzheimer’s exacts a 
tremendous personal and economic toll 
on families and communities. More 
than 40 million Americans know all too 
well the compassion, commitment, and 
endurance that it takes to be a care-
giver of a loved one facing a chronic 
disease like Alzheimer’s. 

The legislation we are introducing 
today would apply a new public health 
approach to Alzheimer’s disease. It 
would establish Centers of Excellence 
in Public Health Practice dedicated to 
promoting effective Alzheimer’s dis-
ease management and caregiving inter-
ventions, as well as educating the pub-
lic on the disease, cognitive decline, 
and brain health. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention is already doing tremen-
dous work to combat Alzheimer’s with-
in the Public Health Road Map of the 
Healthy Brain Initiative. This legisla-
tion would create centers of excellence 
across the country to implement the 
CDC’s Public Health Road Map. The 
centers would take a number of key 
steps against Alzheimer’s. They would 
work to support early detection and di-
agnosis, lessen the risk of avoidable 
hospitalizations, reduce the risk of cog-
nitive decline, enhance support to meet 
the needs of caregivers, reduce health 
disparities, and support care planning 
and management for those with the 
disease. The Centers’ activities would 
support health and social services pro-
fessionals as well as families and com-
munities. 

In addition to establishing the Cen-
ters of Excellence in Public Health 
Practice, this bill would spread the op-
portunity for communities across 
America to create the necessary core 
capacity to combat Alzheimer’s and to 
enhance existing efforts in this regard. 
The legislation would establish and dis-
tribute cooperative agreements to pub-
lic health departments to support sys-
tems change, communications, and 
programmatic interventions. These 
agreements would also support the ac-
tions in the CDC Healthy Brain Initia-
tive’s Public Health Roadmap. 

Finally, at the heart of public health 
is data. This legislation would direct 
the CDC to collect data on cognitive 
decline, cognitive impairment, 
caregiving, and health disparities with-
in its current systems. The bill would 
also create cooperative agreements for 
the analysis and reporting of data to 
ensure that the results are dissemi-
nated to the public and are used, ulti-
mately, to improve brain health. 

For far too long, we have viewed Alz-
heimer’s disease as an aging issue that 
plagues our seniors today and threat-
ens to affect many more tomorrow. In 
fact, the disease is far more than that. 
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