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govern ever since the civil war tore the
country apart in 1991. It suffers from
the massive displacement of people,
hundreds of thousands of refugees, lack
of sufficient public services, and war-
ring factions and clans. To make mat-
ters worse, a severe drought has rav-
aged Somalia, leaving 6 million peo-
ple—half of the nation’s population—
facing food shortages. The combination
of instability, lack of security, and
shortage of goods and services has en-
abled terrorist groups like al-
Shabaab—widely believed to be the cul-
prit in this attack—to gain a foothold
in Somalia.

We have to have a comprehensive
strategy to help the people of Somalia.
One component of that strategy is to
help Somalis root out terrorism. The
Government of Somalia has announced
its intent to step up the fight against
al-Shabaab. The United States has and
will continue to aid those efforts, as
will the African Union Mission in So-
malia—a multinational peacekeeping
force that is supported by the United
States.

At the same time, we have to erode
and eliminate the conditions that en-
able terrorist groups to thrive. That
means redoubling our efforts to help
stabilize fragile nations. That means
supporting good governance, reducing
extreme inequality, and helping
marginalized, disenfranchised individ-
uals who are preyed upon time and
again by terrorist recruiters.

It is more important than ever that
we fully fund our international pro-
grams that support these efforts, for
humanitarian and security reasons.
Unfortunately, the administration’s
2018 budget proposal does the opposite.
It includes a 30-percent cut to pro-
grams that seek to bring stability, rule
of law, and humanitarian assistance to
places that need it the most. The ad-
ministration’s budget is making the
world, and us, less safe. And I want to
urge the President to rethink his ap-
proach to foreign aid.

My colleagues, Senators JOHN
McCAIN and TiMm KAINE, put it this way
in a recent op-ed they coauthored, say-
ing:

Today, 80 percent of our assistance pro-
vides relief and promotes stability in con-
flict zones and states on the verge of col-
lapse. There are U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development programs in many of
the countries most plagued by terrorism, in-
cluding Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nigeria,
Mali, Yemen and Somalia. We're saving lives
and creating partners to help address the in-
stability that produces the threats our mili-
tary risks life and limb to fight.

In conclusion, I urge my colleagues
and the American people to not forget
about the terrible tragedy in Somalia.
I urge everyone to keep Somali victims
and other victims of terror acts
throughout the world in their thoughts
and prayers.

The world needs to know that the
United States will continue to support
Somalia and other nations that are
fighting those who are wreaking havoc
on their nations. But we have to re-
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member that we will all be more suc-
cessful when we combine military ef-
forts with diplomatic and humani-
tarian ones. While we cannot bring
back those who perished, if we focus on
rooting out the conditions that give
rise to terrorism, we can have a shot at
averting the next one.

Thank you.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FISCHER). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
CAPITO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

HEALTHCARE

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to urge my col-
leagues to reauthorize Federal funding
for the Children’s Health Insurance
Program. Children’s health insurance
is not a partisan issue in this country,
and it never has been.

In 1997, the bill to create the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program
passed with bipartisan support. It was
introduced by the late Senator Ted
Kennedy, a Democrat from Massachu-
setts, and our colleague, Senator ORRIN
HATCH, Republican from TUtah. This
program has been a resounding success.
Tens of millions of kids from all over
the country have received access to
preventive care, doctors’ visits, pre-
scriptions, dental and vision coverage
as a result of this act of Congress.

Children’s healthcare is not a par-
tisan issue in Nevada—the great State
that I represent—either. Over the past
20 years, more than 60,000 of Nevada’s
kids have benefited from our State
CHIP program, Nevada Check Up. To-
gether with the gains we have made
due to the ACA’s Medicaid expansion,
our rate of uninsured children has fall-
en by half, making our program one of
the biggest successes in the country.

Today, 9 million children from low-
income families nationwide, including
27,000 from Nevada, get their health in-
surance through CHIP. If Congress con-
tinues to do nothing, those 9 million
children will not be able to go to a doc-
tor for their annual checkup; 9 million
children will not be able to afford their
prescriptions. The parents of those 9
million children will have to wait until
their child’s headache or infection or
sore throat becomes an emergency be-
fore taking them to the hospital.

In 2008, the last time funding for
CHIP was on the chopping block, Sen-
ator Ted Kennedy said that the test of
a great nation is in the way it treats
its children. We are a great nation. We
know how to take care of our Kkids.
Americans understand that children’s
healthcare is the kind of thing that
should be beyond the reach of partisan
politics.

Governors from both parties, medical
professionals, care providers, and advo-
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cates from across this Nation have al-
ready called on Congress to do its job
and move as quickly as possible to re-
authorize this funding. Nevada’s Re-
publican Governor, Brian Sandoval, is
one of those voices. Republicans and
Democrats alike know that kids can’t
go to school, they can’t go to soccer
practice, they can’t learn their times
tables or their fractions, they can’t do
things that healthy, happy kids like to
do if they do not feel well.

But don’t ask me why funding for
CHIP is important. Listen to the voices
of parents who lie awake at night, wor-
ried that the cough they are hearing
down the hall in their child’s room will
not go away on its own. It is scary
enough to have a sick child. No parent
should have to live with the additional
fear that they will not be able to afford
the care their child needs. No parent
should have to choose between treating
a cough that has been getting worse
and worse for weeks and paying next
month’s rent. People across the coun-
try are working every single day just
to make ends meet. CHIP is their life-
line.

Just ask Lisa, a self-employed mom.
Her children are able to see the
whiteboard in math class because CHIP
allowed her family to afford glasses.

Ask Glenna, whose daughter broke
her arm on the monkey bars when she
was 4. Without CHIP, Glenna would
have had to take out loans to pay off
that medical bill.

Hear from Vanessa about the excel-
lent healthcare her daughter received
after she contracted meningitis at age
12, which was paid for with health in-
surance Vanessa purchased through
CHIP. Vanessa says that CHIP is the
reason her daughter is alive today.

These are just three of the countless
stories I have heard from people who
just don’t know what they would do if
private health insurance were the only
option available to their family.

Illness, injury, these things happen.
All of us get sick sometimes, but going
bankrupt trying to pay for your son or
daughter’s medical treatment, that is
not normal. That should not be some-
thing we accept as part of our everyday
lives.

Every time I go home to Nevada, I
hear the same things over and over
from people I meet. They say to me:
My medical bills are out of control.
Please do something to help.

We should be working night and day
around the clock to fix our healthcare
system and relieve the burden of
healthcare costs on working people.

Allowing funding for CHIP to expire,
allowing State governments to go
bankrupt, allowing rural hospitals and
our community medical centers to shut
their doors and go out of business, this
is not what the American people sent
us here to do. We are the representa-
tives of this great Nation, and it is
time to act like it and stop playing pol-
itics with children’s health.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
was unavailable for rollcall vote No.
251, on the nomination of Scott L.
Palk, of Oklahoma, to be United States
District Judge for the Western District
of Oklahoma. Had I been present, I
would have voted nay.

Madam President, I was unavailable
for rollcall vote No. 2562, on the motion
to invoke cloture on the nomination of
Trevor N. McFadden, of Virginia, to be
United States District Judge for the
District of Columbia. Had I been
present, I would have voted nay.e

———

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BIRTH OF BAHA'U'LLAH, THE
FOUNDER OF THE BAHA'I FAITH

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I wish
to extend my support for the Baha’i
community in commemoration of the
200th anniversary of the birth of
Baha’u’llah, the founder of the Baha’i
Faith.

Baha’u’llah preached a message of
justice, unity, and peace. The religion
that he founded has spread across the
world, including to the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. While the Baha’i peo-
ple have and continue to face persecu-
tion for their beliefs, they persevere by
promoting a message of peace and
equality and with a commitment to
service. I congratulate the Baha’i com-
munity of Pennsylvania who have con-
tributed so much to the spirit of the
Commonwealth on this momentous an-
niversary.

———

TRIBUTE TO JIM McCLOUGHAN

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President,
today I wish to reflect on Veterans Day
and the debt of gratitude each of us
owes those who are willing to serve our
country in our Armed Forces.

Each year I have the honor of attend-
ing Veterans Day events across Michi-
gan. At each parade, commemoration,
and solemn ceremony, I am struck by
the profound patriotism of our vet-
erans, but also their deep humility and
lasting dedication to serving others.

One amazing example of this is Jim
McCloughan of South Haven. In May of
1969, he was 23 years old and far from
home, serving as a medic in Vietnam
after being drafted into the Army.

The orders were to attack Nui Yon
Hill. However, Private First Class
McCloughan and his company were sur-
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rounded by more than 2,000 enemy
fighters. Over 2 days of battle, Private
First Class McCloughan put himself in
danger time and again in order to res-
cue his fallen brothers.

His head and arm were bloodied by
shrapnel and small-arms fire; yet he re-
fused to stop. When the battle was
over, he had saved the lives of 10 mem-
bers of his company.

Private First Class McCloughan re-
ceived the Combat Medical Badge, two
Purple Hearts, two Bronze Stars with
“V” device for wvalor, and the U.S.
Army Valorous Unit Citation, among
other awards. He was a hero in every
sense of the word. However, he re-
mained focused on only one thing: how
he could best serve others. That is just
what he did.

Jim McCloughan returned home and
taught and coached at South Haven
High School until retiring in 2008. That
might have been where his story ended
had it not been for his one-time pla-
toon leader, LT Randall J. Clark.

Lieutenant Clark never forgot about
Private First Class McCloughan’s her-
oism and worked tirelessly to get him
the recognition he had earned. In 2016,
I passed a bill to make Private First
Class McCloughan eligible for our Na-
tion’s highest military honor. In July,
I was honored to be at the White House
as Private First Class McCloughan was
finally awarded the Medal of Honor by
President Donald Trump.

Jim MecCloughan’s story is extraor-
dinary, but he is not alone. Across our
Nation—and throughout our history—
people of common backgrounds and un-
common courage have put their lives
on the line in defense of our Nation.
Time and again, these brave men and
women have come home only to con-
tinue serving in our schools, churches,
elected offices, and civic organizations.

Veterans like Jim owe us nothing
and keep giving us everything. It is our
solemn duty to keep our promises to
them. Like Lieutenant Clark, we must
continue working to provide them all
that they have earned, whether it is
healthcare, education, the chance at a
good job, or the Medal of Honor.

“I'm humbled, very humbled,” Jim
McCloughan said about receiving his
award. ‘“‘And, of course—as many indi-
viduals who are blessed to receive
something like this—I'm receiving it
for all of my men.”’

The spirit of service lives on in Jim
McCloughan, in Lieutenant Clark, and
in our veterans in Michigan and across
this Nation. On this Veterans Day, we
remember them, we thank them, and
we renew our commitment to serving
them.

Thank you.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT PHILIP J. IYOTTE

Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President,
today I wish to recognize the courage
and bravery of a fallen soldier, SGT
Philip J. Iyotte of the Rosebud Sioux
Tribe. After 66 long years of waiting,
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Sergeant Iyotte’s remains are finally
being laid to rest this week in his
hometown of White River, SD.

Sergeant Iyotte was born in White
River on December 22, 1929. At just 18
years of age, Iyotte enlisted in the U.S.
Army and was assigned to Company E,
2nd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment,
24th Infantry Division, during the Ko-
rean war.

Upon being deployed overseas to
Korea, Sergeant Iyotte’s battalion was
one of the first sent into battle in 1950.
During combat, Sergeant Iyotte was
wounded, but returned to the battle-
field in just 3 weeks.

Months later, Sergeant Iyotte was
detailed to Operation Thunderbolt on
February 9, 1951. During this assign-
ment, Sergeant Iyotte was captured
and ultimately held at a prisoner-of-
war camp in Changsong, where he
passed away in 1951. However, his re-
mains never made it home.

Due to his many heroic efforts, Ser-
geant Iyotte was awarded the Purple
Heart Medal, the Combat Infantry-
man’s Badge, the Prisoner of War

Medal, the United Nations Service
Medal, the National Defense Service
Medal, and the Korean War Service
Medal.

Through the combined effort of Ser-
geant Iyotte’s family, the U.S. Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency and the
Department of Veterans Affairs, Ser-
geant Iyotte’s remains were positively
identified earlier this year. This week,
they return to his family so he can fi-
nally be laid to rest near his home in
South Dakota.

With this, I welcome the opportunity
to recognize the life of a fallen hero,
SGT Philip James Iyotte, and com-
memorate his return to White River,
SD. He is finally home.

REMEMBERING RICHARD DUDMAN

Mr. KING. Madam President, today
we remember Richard Dudman, who
passed away this August in Blue Hill,
ME, at the age of 99. Throughout his
long and illustrious career as a jour-
nalist, Richard was never one to turn
away from a good story, even if chasing
it meant putting himself in danger.

After college, Richard served his
country in the Merchant Marine and
the Navy before becoming a reporter
for the Denver Post. In 1954, he moved
to Washington, DC, to work for the St.
Louis Port-Dispatch’s Washington bu-
reau. In this position, he would cover
the assassination of John F. Kennedy
and the Watergate Scandal, as well as
war and revolution all over the world.

Richard will perhaps be most remem-
bered for the time he spent in Cam-
bodia as a prisoner of the Viet Cong. He
and his colleagues were mistaken for
CIA operatives and were Kkept captive
for 40 long days. Towards the end of
their captivity, once it had become
clear that the journalists were not, in
fact, working for the CIA, their captors
began to refer to them not as prisoners
of war, but as ‘“‘travelers who lost their
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