October 25, 2017

DURBIN, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. SCHATZ, and Mr.
FRANKEN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 305

Whereas the earliest documented Filipino
presence in the continental United States
was October 18, 1587, when the first ‘‘Luzones
Indios” arrived in Morro Bay, California, on
board the Nuestra Senora de Esperanza, a
Manila-built galleon ship;

Whereas the Filipino American National
Historical Society recognizes 1763 as the year
in which the first permanent Filipino settle-
ment in the United States was established in
St. Malo, Louisiana;

Whereas the recognition of the first perma-
nent Filipino settlement in the United
States adds a new perspective to the history
of the United States by bringing attention to
the economic, cultural, social, and other no-
table contributions made by Filipino Ameri-
cans to the development of the United
States;

Whereas the Filipino American community
is the second largest Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander group in the United States,
with a population of approximately 4,000,000;

Whereas, from the Civil War to the Iraq
and Afghanistan conflicts, Filipino Ameri-
cans have a longstanding history of serving
in the Armed Forces;

Whereas more than 250,000 Filipinos fought
under the United States flag during World
War II to protect and defend the United
States in the Pacific theater;

Whereas 20,000 Filipino World War II vet-
erans were granted United States citizenship
as a result of the Immigration Act of 1990,
which was signed into law by President
George H.W. Bush on November 29, 1990;

Whereas, effective June 8, 2016, the Filipino
World War II Veterans Parole Program al-
lowed for Filipino World War II veterans and
certain family members to be reunited more
expeditiously than the immigrant visa proc-
ess allowed at that time;

Whereas on December 14, 2016, President
Barack Obama signed into law S. 1555 (114th
Congress), the Filipino Veterans of World
War II Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2015,
to award Filipino veterans who fought along-
side troops of the United States in World
War II the highest civilian honor bestowed
by Congress, a recognition for which Filipino
World War II veterans have waited more
than 70 years;

Whereas the presentation of Congressional
Medals of Honor pursuant to such Act will
take place on October 25, 2017, in Emanci-
pation Hall in the Capitol Building;

Whereas Filipino Americans continue to
demonstrate a commendable sense of patri-
otism and honor;

Whereas 9 Filipino Americans have re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor, the
highest award for valor in action against an
enemy force that may be bestowed on an in-
dividual serving in the Armed Forces;

Whereas the late Thelma Garcia
Buchholdt, born in Claveria, Cagayan, on the
island of Luzon in the Philippines—

(1) moved with her family to Alaska in
1965;

(2) was elected to the House of Representa-
tives of Alaska in 1974;

(3) was the first Filipino woman elected to
a State legislature; and

(4) authored a comprehensive history book
entitled ‘“‘Filipinos in Alaska: 1788-1958’";

Whereas Filipino American farmworkers
and labor leaders, such as Philip Vera Cruz
and Larry Itliong, played an integral role in
the multiethnic United Farm Workers move-
ment, alongside Cesar Chavez, Dolores
Huerta, and other Latino workers;
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Whereas Filipino Americans play an inte-
gral role in the healthcare system of the
United States as nurses, doctors, and other
medical professionals;

Whereas Filipino Americans have contrib-
uted greatly to music, dance, literature, edu-
cation, business, journalism, sports, fashion,
politics, government, science, technology,
the fine arts, and other fields that enrich the
landscape of the United States;

Whereas, as mandated in the mission state-
ment of the Filipino American National His-
torical Society, efforts should continue to
promote the study of Filipino American his-
tory and culture because the roles of Filipino
Americans and other people of color have
largely been overlooked in the writing,
teaching, and learning of the history of the
United States;

Whereas it is imperative for Filipino
American youth to have positive role models
to instill—

(1) the significance of education, com-
plemented by the richness of Filipino Amer-
ican ethnicity; and

(2) the value of the Filipino American leg-
acy; and

Whereas it is essential to promote the un-
derstanding, education, and appreciation of
the history and culture of Filipino Ameri-
cans in the United States: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the celebration of Filipino
American History Month in October 2017 as—

(A) a testament to the advancement of Fil-
ipino Americans;

(B) a time to reflect on and remember the
many notable contributions that Filipino
Americans have made to the United States;
and

(C) a time to renew efforts toward the re-
search and examination of history and cul-
ture so as to provide an opportunity for all
people of the United States to learn more
about Filipino Americans and to appreciate
the historic contributions of Filipino Ameri-
cans to the United States; and

(2) urges the people of the United States to
observe Filipino American History Month
with appropriate programs and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 306—RECOG-
NIZING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER

2017 AS “NATIONAL PRINCIPALS
MONTH”
Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr.

HATCcH, and Mr. WICKER) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 306

Whereas the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals, the National Asso-
ciation of Elementary School Principals, and
the American Federation of School Adminis-
trators have declared the month of October
2017 to be ‘‘National Principals Month’’;

Whereas principals are educational vision-
aries, instructional and assessment leaders,
disciplinarians, community builders, budget
analysts, facilities managers, and adminis-
trators of legal and contractual obligations;

Whereas principals work collaboratively
with teachers and parents to develop and im-
plement a clear mission, high curriculum
standards, and performance goals;

Whereas principals create school environ-
ments that facilitate great teaching and
learning and continuous school improve-
ment;

Whereas the vision, actions, and dedication
of principals provide the mobilizing force be-
hind any school reform effort; and

Whereas the celebration of National Prin-
cipals Month would honor elementary
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school, middle school, and high school prin-
cipals, and recognize the importance of prin-
cipals in ensuring that every child has access
to a high-quality education: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the month of October 2017 as
““National Principals Month’’; and

(2) honors the contribution of principals in
the elementary schools, middle schools, and
high schools of the United States by sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National
Principals Month.

————————

SENATE RESOLUTION 307—DESIG-

NATING OCTOBER 26, 2017, AS
“DAY OF THE DEPLOYED”
Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Ms.

HEITKAMP, Mr. PETERS, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. TESTER, and Ms. WARREN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 307

Whereas more than 2,000,000 individuals
serve as members of the Armed Forces of the
United States;

Whereas several hundred thousand mem-
bers of the Armed Forces rotate each year
through deployments to 150 countries in
every region of the world;

Whereas more than 2,900,000 members of
the Armed Forces have deployed to the area
of operations of the United States Central
Command since the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks;

Whereas the United States is kept strong
and free by the loyal military personnel from
the total force (the regular components, the
National Guard, and the Reserves), who pro-
tect the precious heritage of the United
States through their declarations and ac-
tions;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces
serving at home and abroad have coura-
geously answered the call to duty to defend
the ideals of the United States and to pre-
serve peace and freedom around the world;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces per-
sonify the virtues of patriotism, service,
duty, courage, and sacrifice;

Whereas the families of members of the
Armed Forces make important and signifi-
cant sacrifices for the United States; and

Whereas the Senate designated October 26
as ‘‘Day of the Deployed” in 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, and 2016: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 26, 2017, as ‘“‘Day of
the Deployed’’;

(2) honors the deployed members of the
Armed Forces of the United States and the
families of the members;

(3) calls on the people of the United States
to reflect on the service of those members of
the Armed Forces, wherever the members
serve, past, present, and future; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the Day of the Deployed
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 8
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
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COMMITTEE COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
The Committee Commerce, Science,
and Transportation is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, October 25, 2017, at 10
a.m., in room SR-253 to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘“The Commercial Satellite
Industry: What’s Up and What’s on the
Horizon.”
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, October 25, 2017, at 10 a.m.,
in room SD-406 to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Michael
Dourson, of Ohio, to be Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Toxic Substances, and
William L. Wehrum, of Delaware, Mat-
thew Z. Leopold, of Florida, and David
Ross, of Wisconsin, each to be an As-
sistant Administrator, all of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, Paul
Trombino III, of Wisconsin, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Highway
Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, and Jeffery Martin Baran, of
Virginia, to be a Member of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, October 25, 2017, at 10 a.m.,
in room SD-406 to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘“The Wildfire Prevention and
Mitigation Act of 2017.”
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 25, 2017, at 10 a.m., to hold a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Nigeria Security Up-
date.”
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, October
25, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-628 to
conduct a hearing on: S.1223, Klamath
Tribe Judgment Fund Repeal Act.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, October
25, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-628 to
conduct a hearing on: S.1870, Securing
urgent resources vital to Indian Em-
powerment Act 2017; S.1953, Reauthor-
ization of the Tribal Law and Order
Act of 2010; and S.1942, to direct the At-
torney General to review, revise, and
develop law enforcement and justice
protocols appropriate to address miss-
ing and murdered Indians.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 25, 2017, off the Senate floor to con-
duct a hearing on nominations.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

of the Senate on Wednesday, October
25, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-562 to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘“Working
and Aging with Disabilities: From
School to Retirement.”

———
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Sarah Finley, be granted privileges of
the floor for the remainder of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Radhika
Gharpure, who is currently serving as a
legislative fellow in my office, be
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of this Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that floor privi-
leges be granted to Tessa Rebholz, a
fellow on my staff, for the remainder of
the session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On Tues-
day, October 24, 2017, the Chair, on be-
half of the President pro tempore, and
upon the recommendation of the ma-
jority leader, pursuant to Public Law
96-388, as amended by Public Law 97-84,
and Public Law 106-292, reappointed
and appointed the following Senators
to the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Council: the Honorable ORRIN G.
HAaTcH of Utah, The Honorable MARCO
RUBIO of Florida, and The Honorable
TIM ScoTT of South Carolina.

———

VETERANS' COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 1329 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A bill (H.R. 1329) to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2017, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1329) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.
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NATIONAL HEALTH INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY WEEK

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of S. Res.
280 and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A resolution (S. Res. 280) designating the
week of October 2 through October 6, 2017, as
“National Health Information Technology
Week” to recognize the value of health infor-
mation technology in transforming and im-
proving the healthcare system for all people
in the United States.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of October 3,
2017, under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 305, S. Res. 306, and S.
Res. 307.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to, the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under “Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII, at
12 noon on Thursday, October 26, all
postcloture time be considered expired
on the Palk nomination, and that fol-
lowing disposition of the Palk nomina-
tion, the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action, and the Senate

280) was
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