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is going on and sometimes often reflect
the prejudices that contributed to this,
but it is the military that makes the
decisions.

We had testimony from the State De-
partment yesterday, and one of the of-
ficials used the term ‘‘vigilantes’ for
what the vigilantes are doing in this
oppression. That is not the right term
to use. This is not uncoordinated ac-
tion. This 1is action coordinated
through the military decision-making
process. You don’t surround camps, you
don’t have significant planning that
goes into it, and have it just be vigi-
lantes. Vigilantes may be involved, but
they are not the driving force. They
might be assisting the soldiers in some
cases, but this is a coordinated act of
the military of Burma, and it is impor-
tant that the community of nations
convey to the military how unaccept-
able this is and that there will be sig-
nificant consequences.

My colleague has referred to the fact
that in this situation no military sales
should be made to such a military.
That is important, but that takes a
conversation among nations, and the
United States needs to be deeply en-
gaged in this.

There is a lot of international fund-
raising going on. There was a donors
conference held on Monday to assist
the refugees. It raised about $200 mil-
lion or a little more in new funds. That
is about $400 per refugee. That is not
nearly enough to provide for shelter or
care in a situation with complete lack
of access to fields or farming or sup-
port. It is going to take more than
that. We should be involved in working
with the United Nations, UNICEF,
World Health, UNHCR, or the U.N.
High Commissioner for Refugees, and
the World Food Program to step up and
assist. I certainly believe it would be
very helpful to have President Trump
take this issue on and speak from the
heart of our Nation to this dark and
evil deed that is happening—that we
reject it and we will partner with the
rest of the world to end it.

I do feel that there is a history in
which we have helped lead nations in
these situations. We haven’t always
been there. I know that President Clin-
ton said that the biggest regret of his
administration is that he didn’t re-
spond quickly in Central Africa when
the Tutsis and Hutus went to battle
against each other, slaughtering each
other with machetes. This is a chance
for us to really respond—to respond ag-
gressively, to have that moral clarity,
and to exercise that leadership in the
world. I join my colleague in calling
for such action for more assistance,
with the aid to both Burma and Ban-
gladesh, for the moral clarity to take
action that pressures the Burmese
military in a significant and compel-
ling way and to provide assistance in
the right of return—the ability of these
individuals to be able to return to their
villages.

Traditionally, this group has been de-
nied citizenship. Early on, we heard
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from the civilian government in
Burma: We will let them come back if
they show they are citizens. No. 1, they
have never been granted citizenship.
No. 2, after a horrific situation like
this, if they did have papers, they
wouldn’t have papers now. They would
have been burned along with the vil-
lages. There needs to be a change in at-
titude, a change of heart among the
Burmese civilian leadership, and cer-
tainly among the military, to lead an
effort in the peaceful tradition, the
Buddhist tradition, of embracing this
diversity and returning these people to
their land.

Former U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan now serves as chairman of the
Advisory Commission on Rakhine
State. He and his team have laid out a
report with very specific actions—ac-
tions that will help end the cycle of
radicalization and the cycle of vio-
lence. We need to work to try to make
sure those things are implemented, to
show oppressive governments and the
rest of the world that the world will
not stand—that the world will respond,
and respond aggressively, in a coordi-
nated, forceful way when ethnic cleans-
ing occurs. That is the best deterrent
we could have for future atrocities.

Again, I thank my colleague for
being in this dialogue and for his sup-
port to shine this light and to take a
compelling more forceful action. Like
him, I look forward to meeting with
the Ambassador from Burma later
today.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ROUNDS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

REMEMBERING PAUL AND SHEILA WELLSTONE

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
wish to speak this afternoon to honor
the memory of Paul and Sheila
Wellstone. Today marks 15 years since
we lost Paul and Sheila, their daughter
Marcia, and staff members Tom Lapic,
Mary McEvoy, and Will McLaughlin.
Because Paul was such a memorable
and incredible person, it is hard to be-
lieve that it has been 15 years since we
lost all of them.

For me, as for so many Minnesotans,
it is impossible to forget the moment
that we first heard about their plane
going down. It is impossible to forget
the wait to get the final news that
there were no survivors. That is how
much Paul and Sheila meant to the
people of our State.

I get my own special reminders every
day. First, I get a reminder from the
employees at the Capitol who were
around when Paul graced these hall-
ways. They remember him because he
treated everyone with dignity. Whether
it was the tram operator, the elevator
operator, or the police at the front
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door, he treated them as though they
were Senators. I also have the flags in
my office from his Senate office. Every
day, they are a reminder for me of Paul
and all that he did for the people of our
State.

Paul and Sheila were always on the
move. They were full of joy. They were
persistent in their fight against injus-
tices, small and large. During his life-
time as an educator, as an activist, and
as a U.S. Senator, Paul Wellstone
touched the lives of people throughout
Minnesota and across the country.
That is because his philosophy was
simple. A lot of people, he said, would
have people paid to represent them in
Washington, but he was going to rep-
resent the other people. As he said in
one of his famous campaign ads, he
wasn’t there to represent the Rocke-
fellers; he was there to represent the
“‘little fellers.”

If you go to any local mental health
group, they remember Paul. If you go
to any Somali event in our State, they
remember Paul. If you go to any com-
munity on the Iron Range in Min-
nesota, they remember Paul—both the
man and then what he did.

Paul was my friend and mentor. He
told me that I should run for office,
and, as he did with so many others, he
taught me that politics should have a
purpose.

He also taught me how to campaign
on city buses. This is how he would do
it. At Nicollet Mall—being from a near-
by State, the Presiding Officer is aware
of Nicollet Mall in the city of Min-
neapolis. We would get on a city bus at
one end of the mall, and we would work
it as though we had just got on the bus:
Meet everyone on the bus, go to the
end, get off, and then get on another
bus going the other way and meet a
whole group of people. I have no idea
what the busdrivers thought after an
hour of this, but that is what we did.

Paul Wellstone worked it bus by bus,
block by block, precinct by precinct,
and he made a lasting impression on
people in a way that made them believe
and know that getting involved in poli-
tics could make a real difference in
their lives. He had an unending sense of
optimism—optimism that maybe peo-
ple he didn’t agree with in this Cham-
ber would eventually change their
views.

He made a lot of friends here, on both
the Democratic and Republican sides of
the aisle. That was the message Paul
took to new citizens, new voters, and
everyone looking to get involved. He
told them that working in public serv-
ice can make a difference, and he
showed them through his actions.

He had many passions. He fought for
everything from campaign finance re-
form to improving our rural economies.
He fought against veteran homeless-
ness, to protect the environment, and,
of course, he fought for the rights of
workers.

He truly believed, as he famously
said, that “we all do better when we all
do better” and that politics is simply
about improving people’s lives.
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Anyone who ever met or talked with
Paul found out that he had a special
passion for helping those struggling
with mental illness. That was shaped
by his own family. As a young child,
Paul watched his brother Steven’s
traumatic descent into mental illness.
In college, his brother suffered a severe
mental breakdown and spent the next 2
years in hospitals. Eventually, he re-
covered and graduated from college
with honors, but it took his immigrant
parents years to pay off the hospital
bills.

Paul would always talk about how,
when he grew up, his house was dark
because no one wanted to talk about
mental illness back then because it had
so much stigma. He wanted to get it
out in the sunlight. He knew that there
were far too many families going
through the same experience, too many
devastated by the physical and finan-
cial consequences of mental illness. He
knew that we could and we should do
better. For years as a Senator, he
fought for funding for better care, bet-
ter services, and better representation
for the mentally ill, and he fought for
mental health parity in health insur-
ance coverage.

Even years after his death, Paul’s
voice was heard loud and clear. Con-
gressman Ramstad from Minnesota, a
Republican Congressman at the time,
took up the cause in the House. I
helped. Ted Kennedy led the way and,
of course, Pete Domenici, who had
paired up with Paul on this important
bill.

Finally, in 2008, we passed the Paul
Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental
Health Parity and Addiction Equity
Act. The bill requires insurance compa-
nies to treat mental health on an equal
basis with physical illness. For Paul,
this fight was always a matter of civil
rights, of justice, and of basic human
decency, and that landmark legislation
is one fitting way we honor him.

Sheila, of course, also dedicated her-
self to helping others, especially sur-
vivors of violence. I had the oppor-
tunity to work closely with Sheila
when I served for 8 years as Hennepin
County Attorney. She focused on do-
mestic violence and was instrumental
in creating and getting the funding for
the Hennepin County Domestic Abuse
Center. That center is an international
model for serving victims of domestic
violence by bringing together a full
range of services and resources in one
central location. Victims of domestic
violence don’t have to go through the
redtape that would be difficult even for
a lawyer to figure out.

Of course, one of Paul’s greatest leg-
islative achievements was the work he
did, along with Vice President Biden
and others, to pass the original Vio-
lence Against Women Act. It was a
team effort, and Sheila was right there
on the frontlines with Paul.

Together, they accomplished so
much. Their commitment to others
never wavered, and neither did they.

It was just a few weeks before that
tragic crash that I last saw Sheila and
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Paul. Sheila and I had been asked to
speak to a group of new citizens, immi-
grants from Russia. It was a very small
group, and we were there to talk about
our own immigrant experiences, our
own relatives. I remember she talked
about her relatives in Appalachia, and
I talked about my relatives on the Iron
Range coming over from Slovenia. The
event was winding down. It was a
small, small event in a synagogue with
these new immigrants, and, all of a
sudden, a big surprise—in walked Paul.
He wasn’t supposed to be there. It was
just a few weeks, a month away, from
one of the biggest elections he had ever
faced in the U.S. Senate. But he had
gotten on an early flight and had come
home from Washington. There he was—
he and a group of immigrants and us—
with no press, no TVs, not even a big
crowd, all just a few weeks before his
election.

He came for two reasons. He loved
Sheila, and he wanted to be there to
support her. But he was also there be-
cause he loved the immigrant experi-
ence. He embraced it. His family, like
so many Minnesota families, was an ex-
ample of how you can come to Amer-
ica, succeed in America, and then, in
turn, help America succeed.

That is my last memory of Paul as he
stood before those immigrants, telling
about his own story, embracing them. I
will remember him in that way, but I
will also remember the joy he felt for
politics, how he would run around that
green bus of his, with people running
alongside him on the parade routes.

In the last year of his life, he told the
public he had MS, and he couldn’t run
like that anymore. So he would stand
in the back of the bus with Sheila and
wave. What was so amazing about it
was that he had energized so many peo-
ple in those green Wellstone shirts to
run around that bus that you didn’t
even notice he wasn’t running. He had
given them the energy and the hope to
carry on his work, and they were doing
it for him.

Now, 15 years after we lost Paul and
Sheila, it is our job to carry on and run
around that bus. That is organizing,
that is politics, and that is the gift of
joy in improving people’s lives that
Paul, Sheila, Marcia, and those other
beloved staff members left for us.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
STRANGE). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

PUERTO RICO AND U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
RECOVERY EFFORT

Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, I rise
to talk about the devastation in Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands and
the need to rebuild the electric grid in
a more resilient and sustainable way.
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Over the last few months, commu-
nities around the country have been
devastated by natural disasters. We
have had terrible hurricanes in Texas,
Florida, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, as well as tragic wildfires
across the West. These communities
need immediate help, and that is why
the disaster supplemental appropria-
tions bill we passed yesterday is so im-
portant. I am glad this bill provides
nearly $19 billion to replenish FEMA’s
emergency disaster accounts that help
communities start to rebuild, but it is
just a downpayment. As we know, it
will take a lot more Federal assistance.

One thing we need to focus on is the
electric grid. Hurricanes Harvey, Irma,
and Maria demonstrated the risks the
electric grid faces from extreme weath-
er. The communities hardest hit in
Texas and Florida underwent days—
sometimes much longer—without any
power, and when this happens, it is a
serious risk to the safety and health of
everyone in the area.

Now, American citizens in Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands are
facing a major humanitarian crisis,
and the Federal Government needs to
do everything it can to assist.

More than a month after Hurricane
Maria hit, only 25 percent of Puerto
Rico has access to electricity, and it
will take many months to get power
back to those communities. That is
completely unacceptable. Without elec-
tricity, pumping stations can’t supply
drinking water to households. In fact,
25 percent of the island still lacks ac-
cess to potable water. Without elec-
tricity, wastewater treatment facili-
ties can’t operate, which means raw
sewage is contaminating rivers and
streams. Without electricity, cell tow-
ers cease to function, making commu-
nication with first responders difficult.
Without a stable electric grid, hos-
pitals have to rely on backup power to
keep lifesaving equipment working.
That backup power is often diesel gen-
erators that require fuel, which is in
short supply.

Given the dire situation, it is no sur-
prise that we have already seen tens of
thousands of Puerto Ricans leave the
island, with nearly 60,000 arriving in
Florida alone.

The majority of the transmission and
distribution lines were destroyed in
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. We need to rebuild them, and I
think we can all agree they should be
rebuilt to withstand the next disaster.
So let’s rebuild the electric grid in a
more resilient and sustainable way
that reduces future threats and future
costs. I have been talking with my Re-
publican colleagues and members of
the administration, and everyone
agrees this is a good idea. That is why
I want to work with my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to include lan-
guage in the next supplemental dis-
aster aid package that does exactly
this.

I am talking about investing in a
more modern and more decentralized
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