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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. NELSON, and Mrs. CAP-
1TO):

S. 1977. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the 7.5 percent
threshold for the medical expense deduction
for individuals age 65 or older; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, and Mr. DONNELLY):

S. 1978. A bill to delay the annual fee on
health insurance providers until 2020 and to
make such fee tax-deductible; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
HARRIS, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. WARREN,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. REED, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. CARPER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
CooNs, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. HIRONO,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. BROWN, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 1979. A bill to block the implementation
of certain presidential actions that restrict
individuals from certain countries from en-
tering the United States; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Ms.
CoLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. FRANKEN,
and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 1980. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide credits for the
production of renewable chemicals and in-
vestments in renewable chemical production
facilities, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 1981. A Dbill to amend the Natural Gas
Act to expedite approval of exports of small
volumes of natural gas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. PERDUE:

S. 1982. A bill to amend the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act to establish a national security
freeze standard, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY):

S. 1983. A bill to establish a process to re-
view foreign investment to determine the
economic effect of the investment on the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
VAN HOLLEN):

S. Res. 293. A resolution commemorating
the 150th anniversary of Morgan State Uni-
versity; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 194
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
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(Ms. DUCKWORTH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 194, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to establish
a public health insurance option, and
for other purposes.
S. 200
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
200, a bill to prohibit the conduct of a
first-use nuclear strike absent a dec-
laration of war by Congress.
S. 236
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 236, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to reform tax-
ation of alcoholic beverages.
S. 569
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 569, a bill to amend title 54,
United States Code, to provide con-
sistent and reliable authority for, and
for the funding of, the Land and Water
Conservation Fund to maximize the ef-
fectiveness of the Fund for future gen-
erations, and for other purposes.
S. 843
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 843, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the
issuance of exempt facility bonds for
qualified carbon dioxide capture facili-
ties.
S. 980
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 980, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to provide for payments for certain
rural health clinic and Federally quali-
fied health center services furnished to
hospice patients under the Medicare
program.
S. 1016
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator
from Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1016, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to expand access to telehealth services,
and for other purposes.
S. 1050
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1050, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively,
to the Chinese-American Veterans of
World War II, in recognition of their
dedicated service during World War II.
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1050, supra.
S. 1334
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
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kota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator
from Delaware (Mr. CARPER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1334, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide for advanced illness
care coordination services for Medicare
beneficiaries, and for other purposes.
S. 1361
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1361, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to allow physician assistants,
nurse practitioners, and clinical nurse
specialists to supervise cardiac, inten-
sive cardiac, and pulmonary rehabilita-
tion programs.
S. 1505
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1505, a
bill to provide that silencers be treated
the same as firearms accessories.
S. 1568
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1568, a bill to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to
mint coins in commemoration of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy.
S. 1595
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1595, a bill to amend the
Hizballah International Financing Pre-
vention Act of 2015 to impose addi-

tional sanctions with respect to
Hizballah, and for other purposes.
S. 1690

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1690, a bill to amend the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to provide
greater support to students with de-
pendents, and for other purposes.

S. 1697

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1697, a bill to condition assistance
to the West Bank and Gaza on steps by
the Palestinian Authority to end vio-
lence and terrorism against Israeli citi-
zens and United States Citizens.

S. 1829

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) and the Senator from
Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1829, a bill to amend
title V of the Social Security Act to
extend the Maternal, Infant, and Early
Childhood Home Visiting Program.

S. 1839

At the request of Mr. KING, the name
of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1839, a bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Trade Act of 1978 to extend and
expand the market access program and
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the foreign market development coop-
erator program.
S. 1842
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1842, a bill to provide for wildfire
suppression operations, and for other
purposes.
S. 1859
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1859, a bill to extend the
moratorium on the annual fee on
health insurance providers.
S. 1960
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL,
the names of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1960, a
bill to repeal the amendments made to
the Controlled Substances Act by the
Ensuring Patient Access and Effective
Drug Enforcement Act of 2016.
S. 1970
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1970, a bill to establish a
public health plan.
S. RES. 168
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 168, a resolution supporting
respect for human rights and encour-
aging inclusive governance in Ethiopia.
AMENDMENT NO. 1119
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. BENNET) and the Senator
from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
1119 proposed to H. Con. Res. 71, a con-
current resolution establishing the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2018
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2019
through 2027.
AMENDMENT NO. 1120
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 1120 proposed to
H. Con. Res. 71, a concurrent resolution
establishing the congressional budget
for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2018 and setting forth the
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal
years 2019 through 2027.
AMENDMENT NO. 1133
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 1133 intended to be
proposed to H. Con. Res. 71, a concur-
rent resolution establishing the con-
gressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2018 and
setting forth the appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2019 through 2027.
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AMENDMENT NO. 1135
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
1135 intended to be proposed to H. Con.
Res. 71, a concurrent resolution estab-
lishing the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2018 and setting forth the ap-
propriate budgetary levels for fiscal
years 2019 through 2027.
AMENDMENT NO. 1138
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNSs) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 1138 intended to be
proposed to H. Con. Res. 71, a concur-
rent resolution establishing the con-
gressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2018 and
setting forth the appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2019 through 2027.
AMENDMENT NO. 1141
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 1141 in-
tended to be proposed to H. Con. Res.
71, a concurrent resolution establishing
the congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2018
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2019
through 2027.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 293—COM-
MEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MORGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
VAN HOLLEN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 293

Whereas, on November 27, 2017, Morgan
State University (referred to in this pre-
amble as the ‘“University’’), located in Balti-
more, Maryland, will celebrate the 150th an-
niversary of the first academic year of the
University and Founders Day;

Whereas the University was envisioned by
African-American pastors in the Washington
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and officially founded by white pas-
tors in the Baltimore Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church;

Whereas the University was incorporated
on November 27, 1867, as the Centenary Bib-
lical Institute, in celebration of the centen-
nial anniversary of Methodism in the United
States;

Whereas the University was established
with a modest budget of $5,000 to train for
the ministry males who were former slaves
and freedmen;

Whereas the first classes of the University
were held in the basement lecture hall of
Sharp Street Methodist Episcopal Church in
Baltimore on April 30, 1867, with a class of 9
students and 1 teacher;

Whereas the University admitted the first
female students to the University during the
1874-75 academic year and amended the char-
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ter of the University to train students in
teaching as well as in ministry;

Whereas, in 1886, the University estab-
lished a branch named Princess Anne Acad-
emy on the eastern shore of Maryland;

Whereas, in 1890, the University was re-
named Morgan College in honor of Lyttleton
F. Morgan, a long-time board member who
was a strong financial supporter of the insti-
tution, and was authorized to offer bach-
elor’s degrees;

Whereas the first bachelor’s degree from
the University was awarded in 1895 to George
W. F. McMechen, who went on to earn a law
degree from Yale University and to distin-
guish himself as a citizen and civil rights
lawyer in Baltimore, Maryland;

Whereas, in 1893, the University estab-
lished the second branch of the University,
named Virginia Collegiate and Industrial In-
stitute, in Lynchburg, Virginia;

Whereas, becoming fully accredited in 1925,
the University established a strong record in
academics, sports, and the promotion of an
appreciation for African-American history
and culture;

Whereas the University moved to the
present location of the University in north-
east Baltimore, and, on the recommendation
of the Commission on Higher Education of
Negroes in Maryland, which was appointed
by the State Legislature, was purchased by
the State of Maryland and renamed Morgan
State College, thereby becoming the second
of only 2 public State-supported liberal arts
colleges in Maryland;

Whereas the University featured a distin-
guished faculty, expanded the facilities, and
developed an outstanding undergraduate cur-
riculum that led the Middle States Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools, an accrediting
agency, to declare the undergraduate cur-
riculum of the University a model liberal
arts program;

Whereas the graduate program of the Uni-
versity was established in 1965 and the first
master’s degree from the University was
awarded in 1967;

Whereas, in 1975, the University was grant-
ed university status by the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly and was authorized to offer a
doctoral degree;

Whereas, in 1983, the first doctoral degree
from the University was awarded;

Whereas, in 2004, the choir of the Univer-
sity was declared ‘‘“The Best College Choir in
the United States’ by Reader’s Digest;

Whereas, in 2007, after a period of phe-
nomenal growth and achievement in aca-
demic programs, research, external grants,
and public service—an era that many call
the Morgan Renaissance—the University was
reclassified by the Carnegie Commission on
Higher Education as a doctoral research uni-
versity:;

Whereas, since the 1950s, the University
has established a record of winning more
Fulbright Awards than any of the Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘“HBCUSs”) in
the United States;

Whereas, in 2016, the entire campus of the
University was designated as a National
Treasure by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, making the University the
only institution in the United States to have
earned that distinction;

Whereas, after 150 years as an institution,
the University has grown—

(1) from a student body of a modest 7 stu-
dents to nearly 8,000 students;

(2) from a faculty of 1 to nearly 400 full-
time faculty members; and

(3) from a single-track curriculum in min-
istry to an institution now offering 48 degree
programs at the bachelor’s level, 10 at the
post-baccalaureate certificate level, 34 at the
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