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does she know these issues but she has 
lived these issues and passed on her 
love of them to her children, Ryder, 
Myria, Callie, and Lucas, as well as her 
five grandchildren. 

Before joining my office in the 1990s, 
Mary served in the U.S. Forest Service. 
In those days, Mary planted trees and 
fought fires to support her young fam-
ily. While the work was seasonal, to 
start, she quickly made an impression 
on the U.S. Forest Service and became 
a full-time employee. 

Then I was lucky enough to get her 
as a fellow in 1994 in my DC office when 
I was still a member of the House of 
Representatives for the proud 3rd Dis-
trict of Oregon and still had rugged 
good looks and a full head of hair. 

She worked in my DC office for a 
year and had just moved back to Or-
egon when I realized my office was bet-
ter for her presence, so I hired Mary to 
work as field rep in Oregon. I may not 
know much about a lot of things, but I 
can recognize an excellent teammate, 
and Mary was a natural fit on ‘‘Team 
Wyden.’’ 

When I was elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate for the first time in 1996, I made a 
promise to do a townhall meeting in 
every county in Oregon every year I 
was privileged enough to represent the 
good people of Oregon in Washington, 
DC. In the last 21 years, she has been 
with me at almost every one of the 800- 
plus townhalls I have held each year in 
each of Oregon’s 36 counties. 

At almost every one of those town-
halls, I have at some junction pointed 
to Mary and said, ‘‘Folks, give Mary a 
call about this issue. She works nights 
and weekends—never hesitate to call.’’ 
It does not matter the issue; Mary al-
ways answers the phone. She has been 
going the extra mile with and for Or-
egonians in every nook and cranny of 
our State, both literally and figu-
ratively. 

Literally, Mary has traveled with me 
and solo to countless meetings in 
grange halls, diners, and farmhouses 
all across Oregon, and there has never 
been an issue too big or too small for 
her to take on. 

One way to explain the praise Mary 
has earned is to say that Oregonians 
know Mary as a public servant always 
willing to listen and find solutions that 
benefit all of Oregon and Oregonians, 
not just the ones that vote for me. She 
lives by my promise to be the ‘‘Senator 
for all of Oregon,’’ and Oregonians 
know it and appreciate her for it. 

My appreciation and Oregon’s appre-
ciation for Mary goes deeper than that 
accurate and well-deserved summation. 

The deeper truth is that anybody who 
knows Mary knows she is an original 
and unforgettable force of nature— 
fierce on behalf of Oregonians, bold in 
her problem-solving, always willing to 
help, and just as ready with a smile to 
lighten any situation. 

She has a gigantic heart matched 
only by her passion for public service 
and protecting the natural treasures 
we Oregonians all hold dear. 

The bottom line is I have been very 
fortunate to work with her, to call her 
friend, to have her as an integral mem-
ber of Team Wyden, and I look forward 
to many more years of her public serv-
ice to the people of Oregon and her 
friendship to me and my family. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DONALD AND RITA 
GALLES 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, 
today I wish to celebrate the St. An-
thony Tri-Parish Catholic School 
Foundation’s 2017 honorees, Donald 
Galles and Rita (Murphy) Galles. 

The foundation supports the wonder-
ful work of the St. Anthony Tri-Parish 
Catholic School. The school is dedi-
cated to achieving academic excellence 
in a faith-filled community and living 
a life committed to Christian service. 
Since 1927, the school and staff have 
provided a high standard of academic 
achievement and Christian values. The 
school provides strong religious and 
educational leadership to the Casper 
community. 

On October 12, 2017, the foundation 
will be hosting the sixth annual Joy 
Breakfast and celebrating the school’s 
90th anniversary, nearly a century of 
educating students. Every year at this 
event, the foundation honors individ-
uals who have made outstanding con-
tributions to the school and exemplify 
the values of the Catholic community. 
Don Galles and Rita (Murphy) Galles 
are perfect for this honor. Both the 
Galles family and the Murphy family 
have a long history of supporting 
Catholic education and serving as role 
models to our community. John and 
Mari Ann Martin, Susie and the late 
Mick McMurry, and Joe Scott will also 
be recognized at the breakfast for their 
invaluable contribution and dedication 
to the St. Anthony’s Tri-Parish Catho-
lic School Foundation. 

Rita is a caring nurse and dedicated 
mother. As a native to Casper, WY, she 
attended St. Anthony’s Parochial 
School and graduated from Natrona 
County High School in 1947. Rita then 
attended the St. Joseph’s School of 
Nursing in Denver, CO, and started her 
nursing career. As a nurse, she touched 
so many lives by caring for the sick 
and injured. While in Denver, she mar-
ried Dr. Joseph Murphy at the Blessed 
Sacrament Church on November 24, 
1953. They were married for 51 years 
and had 12 children: Patrick, Mary 
Ann, Donald, Kevin, Mark, Sheila, 
Michelle, Rita, Kathleen, Maureen, 
Robert, and Anne. Rita enrolled all 12 
of her children in St. Anthony’s in 
order to ensure they received an excel-
lent academic and religious founda-
tion. With this strong background, her 
children have collectively spent more 
than 75 years in post-high school edu-
cation. 

Donald is a decorated veteran, ac-
complished businessman, and loving 

family man. Like Rita, he is a native of 
Casper, WY, and attended both St. An-
thony’s Parochial School and Natrona 
County High School. After high school, 
Don joined the U.S. Army’s 100th Infan-
try Division in France. He proudly 
fought for our country on the front 
lines during World War II. Don was se-
riously wounded while fighting in 
France. For his brave service to our 
Nation, Don was awarded the Silver 
Star, the Nation’s third-highest award 
for valor. He also received a Bronze 
Star, Purple Heart, and Combat Infan-
try Badge. After the war, Don attended 
and graduated from Creighton Univer-
sity in Nebraska. It is there that he 
met Ann Christensen, who later be-
came his wife for 55 years. They re-
turned to Casper and raised six chil-
dren: Tom, David, Dona, Laura, Karla, 
and Jeff. Many of their children at-
tended St. Anthony’s. In Casper, Don 
had a successful career as a partner 
with a local oil and gas firm. He is also 
active in the community as a member 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
Disabled American Veterans, the 
Knights of Columbus, and a lifelong 
member of St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. 

The Galles and Murphy families were 
joined together in 2005. In the presence 
of their children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, Don and Rita 
were married at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church on December 29, 2005. As the 
place where they first met as children, 
the church holds great memories and a 
deep personal connection for them 
both. 

Over the years, Don and Rita have 
generously contributed their time and 
resources to both the church and 
school. They have also given back to 
our community in numerous other 
ways. For example, Don and Rita made 
an essential donation to purchase land 
and a building to expand the Casper 
Seton House, which assists homeless 
mothers and children. Their kindness, 
devotion, and generosity are true re-
flections of their character and the val-
ues they have passed along to their 
family. 

It is with great honor that I recog-
nize these outstanding members of our 
Wyoming community. My wife, Bobbi, 
joins me in extending our congratula-
tions to Donald and Rita Galles for re-
ceiving this special award.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN GABRIEL 
‘‘GABE’’ SMITH 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
pay tribute to a Marylander, John Ga-
briel Smith, whose courage not only 
broke barriers for himself but also ad-
vanced the cause of the betterment of 
humanity. We celebrate and honor Mr. 
Smith, known as Gabe, because he was 
the very first African American to 
graduate from Gonzaga College Pre-
paratory High School, located just a 
few blocks from the Capitol Building, 
with the class of 1954. 

Gabe was born in the turbulent times 
of the early 1940s in St. Mary’s County, 
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MD, where he and his two sisters were 
introduced to the ugly world of racism. 
His hard-working parents committed 
their children to a Catholic education 
and religious fellowship at St. Peter 
Claver, a predominantly African-Amer-
ican church in rural Ridge, MD. As an 
eighth grader, Gabe decided to serve as 
an altar boy; little did he know that it 
would change his life and place him in 
the annals of American history. 

The head pastor of St. Peter Claver 
was a humble man by the name of Fa-
ther Horace B. McKenna, S.J., a White 
Jesuit priest who had been serving the 
segregated and neglected African- 
American community in Southern 
Maryland for two decades. Father 
McKenna would later found So Others 
Might Eat, SOME, a ministry which 
continues to feed the hungry here in 
Washington, DC. One day, Gabe lis-
tened intently as Father McKenna de-
scribed the spiritual journey many men 
had taken on the way to priesthood. 
Gabe, who was interested in pursuing 
this vocation, asked Father McKenna 
how he could become a priest too. Fa-
ther McKenna told Gabe that he would, 
at a minimum, need to learn Latin. Un-
fortunately, there were no schools in 
St. Mary’s County or the surrounding 
areas that Gabe could attend which 
taught Latin, let alone provide the 
other instruction necessary to launch 
his vocation, so Father McKenna told 
him about a school in Washington, DC. 
where he could learn Latin and all the 
other requisites. That school was Gon-
zaga College High School. 

Racial segregation was the barrier 
that would have prevented Gabe from 
attending Gonzaga, but that was about 
to change. Gabe often speaks about the 
angels who have been in his life, in-
cluding Father McKenna, football 
coach Joe Kozik, and Archbishop Pat-
rick A. O’Boyle, a man who quietly but 
diligently worked to break the racial 
divide here in the Nation’s Capital. 
Several years before the Brown v. 
Board of Education decision in 1954 to 
end segregation, Archbishop O’Boyle 
ordered the integration of all Catholic 
schools and churches in the Arch-
diocese of Washington. Thus, in 1951, 
John Gabriel Smith was one of the first 
African Americans to enter Gonzaga, 
one of the Nation’s elite prep schools. 

Gabe moved in with his sister, who 
lived around the corner from the 
school. He had observed and experi-
enced abusive conditions under seg-
regation in St. Mary’s County; thus, he 
was on guard among his peers at 
school. Fortunately, during his time at 
Gonzaga, his classmates welcomed him 
in the classroom and stood with him in 
the face of adversity and strife when 
they walked outside the school’s walls. 

As a member of the Gonzaga Purple 
Eagle football team, he encountered 
yet another angel in his life, a football 
coach named Joe Kozik, who stood by 
Gabe, along with his teammates. When-
ever the Eagles played an opponent op-
posed to integrated teams, Coach Kozik 
and his teammates always stuck to-

gether like a family to overcome hate 
and ignorance. 

In June of 1954, the year of the Brown 
decision to end segregation in public 
schools across the Nation, Gabe com-
pleted his education at Gonzaga Col-
lege High School as the first African- 
American graduate. Poised with a thor-
ough education, including a command 
of Latin, he entered Howard Univer-
sity, where he choose to pursue a dif-
ferent vocation and graduated with a 
degree in pharmacy. He became a phar-
macist and worked for over 40 years, 
retiring just this past spring with 
Shopper’s Food Warehouse in Fort 
Washington, MD, where he spent most 
of his career. 

Gabe has been married to Mrs. Jea-
nette Graves Smith for 50 years and 
has five children; his eldest, Pamela, 
passed away several years ago. Gabe is 
a proud Marylander and a proud resi-
dent of Prince George’s County. He has 
long led his neighborhood association 
as president and served as an active 
member in good standing of the Mt. 
Ennon Baptist Church Men’s Ministry. 

Even though more than 60 years have 
passed since Gabe attended Gonzaga, 
he still comments, ‘‘I had angels who 
helped me through and they continue 
to be with me today.’’ To this day, 
Gabe sees his life as an example of the 
power of love in the pursuit of the 
greater good. Gabe’s life shows us that, 
despite dark times and dark moments, 
where there is light through our good 
deeds and good intentions, there is 
hope. 

John Gabriel Smith was the first of 
over 1,100 African-American students 
to graduate from Gonzaga College High 
School so far. He will leave an out-
standing legacy for the State of Mary-
land, the halls of Gonzaga, and for the 
United States as an example of what 
happens when we seek inclusion and 
love for humanity. He shows us that 
living by faith and love, everyone can 
succeed. I commend Gabe Smith for his 
leadership and life of service.∑ 

∑ Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
wish to pay tribute to a Marylander, 
John Gabriel ‘‘Gabe’’ Smith, whose 
courage not only broke barriers for 
himself but whose courage advanced 
the cause of the betterment of human-
ity. 

On October 14, he will be recognized 
at the Gonzaga High School home-
coming by the Gonzaga Onyx, a group 
of African-American alumni of Gon-
zaga, due to his achievement of being 
the very first African-American to 
graduate from Washington, DC’s Gon-
zaga College Preparatory High School 
with the class of 1954. 

He was born in the turbulent times of 
the early 40s in St. Mary’s County, MD, 
where he and his two sisters grew up. 
His parents relied on hard work and 
diligence to pursue excellence and com-
mitted their children to a Catholic 
education and religious fellowship at 
St. Peter Claver, a church with a pre-
dominantly African-American parish 
in rural Ridge, MD. As an eighth grad-

er, Gabe decided to serve as an altar 
boy; little did he know, it would 
change his life and place him in the an-
nals of American history. 

He listened to Father McKenna de-
scribe the ways that people had trav-
eled to find God and become a priest. 
Interested in pursuing this vocation, he 
asked Father McKenna how he, too, 
could achieve it and was surprised 
when Father McKenna told him that he 
would, at a minimum, need to know 
Latin. 

Unfortunately, there were no schools 
in St. Mary’s or the surrounding areas 
that taught Latin, let alone the tools 
necessary to launch his vocation, so 
Father McKenna told him about a 
school in Washington, DC, where he 
could learn Latin and all the other req-
uisites. That school was Gonzaga Col-
lege High. 

Several years before the Brown v. 
Board of Education decision in 1954 to 
end segregation, Archbishop O’Boyle 
ordered the integration of all Catholic 
schools and churches in the Arch-
diocese of Washington. Thus, in 1951, he 
entered the halls of Gonzaga. 

Fortunately, during his time at Gon-
zaga, his classmates stood with him in 
the face of adversity and strife when 
they walked outside the school walls. 
As a member of the Gonzaga Purple 
Eagle football team, he encountered 
additional support from Coach Joe 
Kozik who stood by him, along with his 
teammates. Whenever the Eagles would 
play an opponent that vehemently re-
jected the idea of teams with African- 
American players, Coach Kozik and his 
teammates always stuck together like 
a family to overcome hate and igno-
rance. 

In 1954, he completed his education at 
Gonzaga College High School as the 
first African-American graduate. 
Poised with his education and com-
mand of Latin, he entered Howard Uni-
versity and graduated with a degree in 
pharmacy, where he commanded his 
field for over 40 years, just retiring this 
past spring of 2017. He is now spending 
time with his wife and children. 

Gabe says that ‘‘he had angels who 
helped him through and they continue 
to be with him today.’’ He will forever 
leave an outstanding legacy for the 
State of Maryland and the halls of 
Gonzaga College High School. He was 
the first African American at Gonzaga, 
paving the way for over 1,100 esteemed 
African-American alumni to follow in 
his footsteps.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL FREDERICK HOL-
LISTER CAMPBELL AND AMY S. 
CAMPBELL 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor the lives of Lt. Col. Frederick 
Hollister Campbell and Amy S. Camp-
bell. 

Lt. Col Frederick Hollister Campbell 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps for 
more than 25 years, serving in World 
War II, Korea, and Vietnam. He earned 
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