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is already putting American credibility
at risk; if we manufacture a specious
excuse for abandoning the Iran agree-
ment, our word will mean little. That
will make it nearly impossible to nego-
tiate a diplomatic solution to the nu-
clear crisis in North Korea, already an
extremely challenging prospect. Put
simply, our allies, partners, and adver-
saries would have no reason to trust
the United States.

That is why Secretary of Defense
Mattis, when asked whether it was in
the national security interest of the
United States to stay in the Iran deal,
said, ‘“Yes, Senator, I do.”

I want to end by outlining the choice
we face right now. The choice we face
right now is between a deal or no deal.
It is between cutting off Iran’s path-
ways to a bomb or allowing Iran to
push forward with its nuclear weapons
program. It is between maintaining
U.S. leadership in the world or empow-
ering our adversaries. It is a choice be-
tween diplomacy or heading down a
path toward war.

For these reasons, I urge President
Trump to certify Iran’s compliance
with the nuclear agreement by October
15. If he fails to do so, I urge my col-
leagues in the Senate to preserve the
deal.

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to
join my colleagues and all Americans
in celebrating Hispanic Heritage
Month and the innumerable contribu-
tions of the Hispanic American com-
munity. There is much to celebrate.
Although Hispanic Americans comprise
18 percent of the U.S. population,
Latino-owned businesses, by some esti-
mates, are responsible for approxi-
mately 86 percent of this country’s
small business growth. What is more,
their economic influence is unrivaled
by any other demographic since the
baby boomers, representing a $1.5 tril-
lion segment of the consumer market,
according to a recent Stanford Univer-
sity state of Latino entrepreneurship,
and perhaps, most notably, Hispanic
Americans play an increasingly impor-
tant role in our democracy, with a
record 27 million Latinos eligible to
vote in last year’s election.

It has never been clearer that His-
panic Americans represent an impres-
sive cultural and economic force. Ulti-
mately, however, their value to this
country is not in their statistics. It is
in their character. A love for family, a
commitment to community, and an un-
paralleled penchant for hard work are
the tenets of Hispanic heritage. They
are also the building blocks of Amer-
ica. This is no coincidence: Hispanic
Americans helped build and sustain our
Nation. They are an irreplaceable
thread in the fabric of American soci-
ety. With their knack for innovation,
with their fearless pursuit of better
lives, and sometimes with their bare
hands, they have shaped this country
from the ground up, and we are all the
better for it.
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While we use this month to reflect on
their dignity and importance to this
country, this year, in particular, the
Hispanic American community is best
served through actions not just words.
Congress must pass the Dream Act.
President Trump’s order to rescind the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals,
DACA, Program has shaken the His-
panic American community and most
American to their core. Dreamers were
brought to this country as children,
with no decision in the matter. More
importantly, they are quintessentially
American in every way, except for
their immigration status. They have
lived, played, worshipped, and gone to
school alongside our children most of
their lives. They are our children’s
classmates and neighborhood friends
and teammates. They are the college
students studying at the library. They
are the young serviceworkers at our fa-
vorite restaurants, studiously saving
up for next semester’s tuition. They
are young men and women in uniform,
serving in harm’s way, defending our
freedoms.

Dreamers were raised here, and most
know no other home except the United
States of America. If Congress does not
act to protect them, the President’s ac-
tions will force many of them out of
work, into hiding and into poverty.
This will not make America stronger.
What makes America stronger are the
Dreamers themselves. Their spirit,
character, and will to overcome rep-
resent what is best about our country.
We should be proud to call them our
own. We shouldn’t be sending them un-
derground or into exile.

There is another urgent matter de-
manding our full attention: hurricane
relief for Puerto Rico. The pictures
coming from Puerto Rico are heart-
breaking. The devastation that has hit
the island as a result of Hurricane
Maria deserves the same commitment
and support that would go to any other
location in the United States. Puerto
Rico’s 3.4 million residents are Amer-
ican citizens, and they should be treat-
ed just the same as residents of Flor-
ida, Texas, and Louisiana. The Senate
should quickly take up the emergency
supplemental appropriations request as
soon as possible after the Columbus
Day recess.

Voting rights, access to quality, af-
fordable healthcare, higher education,
tax reform, these are also issues criti-
cally important to Hispanic Americans
because they are the issues important
to the country. There is no breathing
room between the two. Our national in-
terests are their personal interests, so
their interests must also be ours.

Americans are a diverse group; we do
not all look the same or worship in the
same way. We are, each and every one
of us, united by far more profound
things: a love for the freedoms this
country affords us; respect for the
power and peace we derive from our di-
verse communities; and an unshakable
belief in every person’s right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
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What makes us Americans is our moral
fiber and our shared love for the United
States. Any other litmus test is a dis-
criminatory one; yet every day, and
sometimes at the hands of our own
government, Hispanic Americans are
tested and questioned, profiled, and
met with suspicion, out of sheer igno-
rance and baseless prejudice. Still,
they march on. They meet the chal-
lenges of systemic discrimination with
grace, grit, and courage. Indeed, the
Hispanic American community often
reflects the best of America, even when
America offers less than its best in re-
turn.

Now more than ever, Hispanic Herit-
age Month must be about standing up
and declaring support for Hispanic
Americans. Now more than ever, Con-
gress must use its collective voice to
magnify their voices, to affirm His-
panic Americans’ rightful place in this
Nation and to proclaim a commitment
to representing their interests right
here in this Chamber.

We must begin fulfilling that com-
mitment by immediately passing the
Dream Act. But our commitment must
extend further. We must support more
equal representation of Hispanic Amer-
icans in our society, including in Con-
gress. We must address the healthcare
disparities that disproportionally af-
fect the Hispanic community, an issue
that begs Congress to work together
toward more universal, affordable cov-
erage. We must acknowledge the dif-
ficulties Hispanic American students
face in affording college. Finally, we
must stand firm against the tidal wave
of bigoted rhetoric that has flooded the
national dialogue in recent months.
Whenever and wherever Hispanic
Americans are degraded, belittled, or
oppressed, basic morality demands that
we speak up and speak out. Tolerance
and respect, like a muscle, require ef-
fort and exercise. We must not allow
these values to atrophy on our watch.
Diversity and inclusion are American
virtues and proud features of Hispanic
heritage alike; we must now, and al-
ways, be their steward.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARY GAUTREAUX

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I
wish to indulge in a bit of bragging. I
know every one of us in this Chamber
has that one or two staffers who are
the Jacks or Janes of all trades of their
operations.

My longtime loyal friend and staffer,
who has served the great State of Or-
egon for over 20 years in my office as a
fellow, a field representative, and now
deputy State director, Mary Gautreaux
celebrates her 70th birthday on October
17. I want to recognize her enormous
and long-lasting contributions over the
past two decades in my office to mak-
ing Oregon a better place to live and
enjoy.

Mary brings a lifetime of expertise to
the natural resources issues that play
such an essential part in Oregon’s
economy and quality of life. Not only
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does she know these issues but she has
lived these issues and passed on her
love of them to her children, Ryder,
Myria, Callie, and Lucas, as well as her
five grandchildren.

Before joining my office in the 1990s,
Mary served in the U.S. Forest Service.
In those days, Mary planted trees and
fought fires to support her young fam-
ily. While the work was seasonal, to
start, she quickly made an impression
on the U.S. Forest Service and became
a full-time employee.

Then I was lucky enough to get her
as a fellow in 1994 in my DC office when
I was still a member of the House of
Representatives for the proud 3rd Dis-
trict of Oregon and still had rugged
good looks and a full head of hair.

She worked in my DC office for a
year and had just moved back to Or-
egon when I realized my office was bet-
ter for her presence, so I hired Mary to
work as field rep in Oregon. I may not
know much about a lot of things, but I
can recognize an excellent teammate,
and Mary was a natural fit on ‘“Team
Wyden.”

When I was elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate for the first time in 1996, I made a
promise to do a townhall meeting in
every county in Oregon every year I
was privileged enough to represent the
good people of Oregon in Washington,
DC. In the last 21 years, she has been
with me at almost every one of the 800-
plus townhalls I have held each year in
each of Oregon’s 36 counties.

At almost every one of those town-
halls, I have at some junction pointed
to Mary and said, ‘‘Folks, give Mary a
call about this issue. She works nights
and weekends—never hesitate to call.”
It does not matter the issue; Mary al-
ways answers the phone. She has been
going the extra mile with and for Or-
egonians in every nook and cranny of
our State, both literally and figu-
ratively.

Literally, Mary has traveled with me
and solo to countless meetings in
grange halls, diners, and farmhouses
all across Oregon, and there has never
been an issue too big or too small for
her to take on.

One way to explain the praise Mary
has earned is to say that Oregonians
know Mary as a public servant always
willing to listen and find solutions that
benefit all of Oregon and Oregonians,
not just the ones that vote for me. She
lives by my promise to be the ‘‘Senator
for all of Oregon,” and Oregonians
know it and appreciate her for it.

My appreciation and Oregon’s appre-
ciation for Mary goes deeper than that
accurate and well-deserved summation.

The deeper truth is that anybody who
knows Mary knows she is an original
and unforgettable force of nature—
fierce on behalf of Oregonians, bold in
her problem-solving, always willing to
help, and just as ready with a smile to
lighten any situation.

She has a gigantic heart matched
only by her passion for public service
and protecting the natural treasures
we Oregonians all hold dear.
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The bottom line is I have been very
fortunate to work with her, to call her
friend, to have her as an integral mem-
ber of Team Wyden, and I look forward
to many more years of her public serv-
ice to the people of Oregon and her
friendship to me and my family.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DONALD AND RITA
GALLES

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,
today I wish to celebrate the St. An-
thony Tri-Parish Catholic School
Foundation’s 2017 honorees, Donald
Galles and Rita (Murphy) Galles.

The foundation supports the wonder-
ful work of the St. Anthony Tri-Parish
Catholic School. The school is dedi-
cated to achieving academic excellence
in a faith-filled community and living
a life committed to Christian service.
Since 1927, the school and staff have
provided a high standard of academic
achievement and Christian values. The
school provides strong religious and
educational leadership to the Casper
community.

On October 12, 2017, the foundation
will be hosting the sixth annual Joy
Breakfast and celebrating the school’s
90th anniversary, nearly a century of
educating students. Every year at this
event, the foundation honors individ-
uals who have made outstanding con-
tributions to the school and exemplify
the values of the Catholic community.
Don Galles and Rita (Murphy) Galles
are perfect for this honor. Both the
Galles family and the Murphy family
have a long history of supporting
Catholic education and serving as role
models to our community. John and
Mari Ann Martin, Susie and the late
Mick McMurry, and Joe Scott will also
be recognized at the breakfast for their
invaluable contribution and dedication
to the St. Anthony’s Tri-Parish Catho-
lic School Foundation.

Rita is a caring nurse and dedicated
mother. As a native to Casper, WY, she
attended St. Anthony’s Parochial
School and graduated from Natrona
County High School in 1947. Rita then
attended the St. Joseph’s School of
Nursing in Denver, CO, and started her
nursing career. As a nurse, she touched
so many lives by caring for the sick
and injured. While in Denver, she mar-
ried Dr. Joseph Murphy at the Blessed
Sacrament Church on November 24,
1953. They were married for 51 years
and had 12 children: Patrick, Mary
Ann, Donald, Kevin, Mark, Sheila,
Michelle, Rita, Kathleen, Maureen,
Robert, and Anne. Rita enrolled all 12
of her children in St. Anthony’s in
order to ensure they received an excel-
lent academic and religious founda-
tion. With this strong background, her
children have collectively spent more
than 75 years in post-high school edu-
cation.

Donald is a decorated veteran, ac-
complished businessman, and loving
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family man. Like Rita, he is a native of
Casper, WY, and attended both St. An-
thony’s Parochial School and Natrona
County High School. After high school,
Don joined the U.S. Army’s 100th Infan-
try Division in France. He proudly
fought for our country on the front
lines during World War II. Don was se-
riously wounded while fighting in
France. For his brave service to our
Nation, Don was awarded the Silver
Star, the Nation’s third-highest award
for valor. He also received a Bronze
Star, Purple Heart, and Combat Infan-
try Badge. After the war, Don attended
and graduated from Creighton Univer-
sity in Nebraska. It is there that he
met Ann Christensen, who later be-
came his wife for 55 years. They re-
turned to Casper and raised six chil-
dren: Tom, David, Dona, Laura, Karla,
and Jeff. Many of their children at-
tended St. Anthony’s. In Casper, Don
had a successful career as a partner
with a local oil and gas firm. He is also
active in the community as a member
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the
Disabled American Veterans, the
Knights of Columbus, and a lifelong
member of St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church.

The Galles and Murphy families were
joined together in 2005. In the presence
of their children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren, Don and Rita
were married at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church on December 29, 2005. As the
place where they first met as children,
the church holds great memories and a
deep personal connection for them
both.

Over the years, Don and Rita have
generously contributed their time and
resources to both the church and
school. They have also given back to
our community in numerous other
ways. For example, Don and Rita made
an essential donation to purchase land
and a building to expand the Casper
Seton House, which assists homeless
mothers and children. Their kindness,
devotion, and generosity are true re-
flections of their character and the val-
ues they have passed along to their
family.

It is with great honor that I recog-
nize these outstanding members of our
Wyoming community. My wife, Bobbi,
joins me in extending our congratula-
tions to Donald and Rita Galles for re-
ceiving this special award.e

————

TRIBUTE TO JOHN GABRIEL
“GABE” SMITH

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to
pay tribute to a Marylander, John Ga-
briel Smith, whose courage not only
broke barriers for himself but also ad-
vanced the cause of the betterment of
humanity. We celebrate and honor Mr.
Smith, known as Gabe, because he was
the very first African American to
graduate from Gonzaga College Pre-
paratory High School, located just a
few blocks from the Capitol Building,
with the class of 1954.

Gabe was born in the turbulent times
of the early 1940s in St. Mary’s County,
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