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What we have seen is that we can
bridge the divide between a good eco-
system and a good timber stand by
thinning the forest, by making them
more like a natural forest, which is
much more fire resilient. In the process
of thinning, which has to be done peri-
odically over time, we are also pro-
viding a steady foundation for sawlogs
for our mills.

There is a mill in John Day, OR. I
met with the folks there who were very
worried. The workers there were very
worried about that mill getting shut
down. I was determined to do every-
thing I could to save that mill. What
ended up happening is that we found we
couldn’t save that mill with a timber
sale because a timber sale can’t com-
mit to a load of logs over a 10-year pe-
riod. The owner of the mill couldn’t
commit to the cost of new machinery if
he didn’t know he would get logs for an
extended period of time. So we discov-
ered that we could, though, through a
forest health contract—through a stew-
ardship contract—enable a steady sup-
ply of thinned logs to make it to that
mill and make sure that mill stayed
open. Not only did it keep it open, but
it added workers to that mill. That is
the type of win-win solution that we
need.

There is another way of looking at
the cost of fighting fires. Here we see,
in 1995, 16 percent of the budget going
to fight fires; in 2017, 56 percent. Let’s
look into the future. An original esti-
mate was that we would reach 67 per-
cent by 2025; now the new estimate,
based on the changing dynamics in the
forest, is that we will get to over two-
thirds of the budget fighting fires by
the year 2021—four fire seasons from
today. That is how big the issue is.
That is why we need funds from the
front end to be able to thin these for-
ests. This is simply common sense.

If you are the private owner of a pri-
vate forest, you wouldn’t dare let this
forest retain this high propensity for
fires and disease. You would thin the
forest. You would make it a better tim-
ber stand; you would make it a better
ecosystem. And that is what we need to
do.

We have also seen that another way
of looking at the changes is how the
staffing levels have changed over the
last two decades. If we 1look at just two
decades ago, we can see that in 1998
there were about 18,000 individuals
dedicated to managing the forest lands
and just 5,700 dedicated to going out
and fighting blazes. Now we have come
into the future, and we see now that
the number of people fighting fires is
larger than the number working on all
of the other forest programs. We have
to commit to doing far more on the
prevention end. If we let this summer’s
crisis go without securing funding to
thin those forests that have already
gone through the environmental proc-
ess, we are making a huge mistake, and
it is going to cost us more because
there are going to be even more fires in
the future. So not only do we spend
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more out of the National Treasury to
fight them, but we will have less
healthy timber stands to fuel our econ-
omy.

Let’s end the fire burn. Let’s provide
the funding to restore the fire service
assets that were burned, the scourged
assets. Let’s provide assistance
through community development block
grants and small business loans to as-
sist the communities that were
scourged by these fires. Let’s pass Sen-
ator WYDEN and Senator CRAPO’s bill,
which proceeds to create a FEMA-like
structure to back up the worst fire sea-
sons, and certainly, certainly, abso-
lutely, let’s invest in prevention on the
front end by thinning these forests and
getting the flammable buildup of forest
branches off the floor of the forests.
Those are positive things we can do.

At this moment in Houston, in
Miami, in Puerto Rico, people are
thinking, what can we do to better pre-
pare for the next storm surge? What
can we do to be better prepared for the
next hurricane? Well, we know for sure
that we are going to have fires across
the Northwest in Montana, in Idaho, in
Oregon, in Washington every summer,
and they are simply getting worse. We
must ask ourselves the same question:
How do we change this rhythm? How do
we operate this differently and better?
That is our responsibility in this
Chamber, and that is the set of things
we can do to have a far better outcome
in the future.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
these five efforts as we support funding
for Texas and Florida and Puerto Rico.

Thank you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BLUNT). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE
CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that following
leader remarks on Tuesday, October 17,
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of Calendar No. 191, the nomina-
tion of David Trachtenberg to be Prin-
cipal Deputy Under Secretary of De-
fense. I further ask that there be 10
minutes of debate on the nomination
equally divided in the usual form; that
following the use or yielding back of
time, the Senate vote on confirmation
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table, and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 327, 332, 333, and
3317.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.
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The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of Stephen B. King, of Wis-
consin, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Czech
Republic; BARBARA LEE, of California,
to be Representative of the United
States of America to the Seventy-sec-
ond Session of the General Assembly of
the TUnited Nations; CHRISTOPHER
SMITH, of New Jersey, to be Represent-
ative of the United States of America
to the Seventy-second Session of the
General Assembly of the United Na-
tions; and J. Steven Dowd, of Florida,
to be United States Director of the Af-
rican Development Bank for a term of
five years.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Is there any further debate on the
nominations en bloc?

If not, the question is, will the Sen-
ate advise and consent to the King,
Lee, Smith, and Dowd nominations en
block?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 365, 366, and 367.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of Timothy Gallaudet, of Cali-
fornia, to be Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere;
Howard R. Elliott, of Indiana, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Pipeline and Haz-
ardous Materials Safety Administra-
tion. Department of Transportation
and Walter G. Copan, of Colorado, to be
Under Secretary of Commerce for
Standards and Technology.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Gallaudet, El-
liott, and Copan nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

—————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the
following nomination: Executive Cal-
endar No. 360.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Bruce J. Walker, of New
York, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (Electricity Delivery and En-
ergy Reliability).

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nomination with no in-
tervening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action;
that no further motions be in order;
and that any statements relating to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Walker nomi-
nation?

The nomination was confirmed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PUERTO RICO AND U.S. VIRGIN
ISLANDS RECOVERY EFFORT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, over 2
weeks ago, Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands were devastated by Hur-
ricane Maria. This was less than a
month after the islands felt the im-
pacts of another powerful storm, Hurri-
cane Irma. Hurricane Maria has left a
wake of destruction across the islands.
In Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, too many Americans remain
without power, clean drinking water,
or a method of communicating with
their relatives and first responders.

Last week, I met with leaders in the
Puerto Rican community in Chicago to
discuss local efforts to provide aid.
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This week, I met with a delegation
from Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands to discuss relief efforts and what
we can do at the Federal level to help
them rebuild. The stories they shared
about friends and family in Puerto
Rico were heartbreaking. These people,
our fellow American citizens, are fac-
ing a life and death situation. Sadly,
the lives of at least 16 people have been
claimed.

The situation in Puerto Rico is dire,
and aid cannot wait. The 3.5 million
people who live on the island of Puerto
Rico are our fellow U.S. citizens, and it
is our duty to provide aid to them in
their time of need.

Yesterday, Congress received a sup-
plemental aid request from the admin-
istration to provide much needed dis-
aster relief to our fellow Americans.
Now, Congress must come together to
help these Americans rebuild homes
and businesses, restore critical infra-
structure, and access life-sustaining
supplies.

Providing emergency disaster assist-
ance to people in need is not a local
issue. It is an American issue.

Just as I expect my colleagues to
come to the aid of the State of Illinois
when we are faced with a natural dis-
aster and just as Congress came to the
aid of Hurricane Harvey victims a few
short weeks ago, the people of Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands expect us
to rally behind them as they work to
respond to Hurricane Maria.

I urge my colleagues to quickly pass
a clean aid package that will help all
Americans whose lives have been im-
pacted by these natural disasters. Any
supplemental appropriations bill that
includes aid for States impacted by
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma must also
include aid for Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands, and western States that have
been devastated by wildfires.

I was heartened to hear that the Illi-
nois National Guard has deployed
teams to provide telecommunication
assistance, food, water, tents, and cots
to Puerto Rico. I was also glad to see
that individual assistance is now avail-
able for all 78 of the municipalities on
the island, ensuring all individuals in
Puerto Rico can receive assistance
from the Federal Government.

The Federal response to this disaster
has taken far too long, and we must do
more to help our fellow American citi-
zens during this humanitarian crisis.

In Congress, our top priority should
be making sure the people of Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands have the
funding they need to rebuild and re-
cover. We cannot delay providing this
much needed funding any longer.

It has been tragic to see thousands of
shipping containers held at ports,
which have been full of critical, life-
sustaining supplies that are not reach-
ing those most in need. There continue
to be reports of families in Puerto Rico
who are stranded and isolated. We
must prioritize quickly distributing
supplies to reach every individual in
the days, weeks, and months to come.
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The U.S. citizens who live in Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands are at risk
of running out of food, water, and fuel.
It would be unconscionable for us to
abandon them in their time of need.

Our thoughts are with the many peo-
ple who have lost their loved ones,
their homes, and other property. I
want to recognize the hard work of the
volunteers, local officials, and Federal
employees that have come forward in
this time of need and pitched in at
every level.

We can and should do more to help
the people of Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands rebuild and recover. I
have no doubt that the people of Puer-
to Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands will
be able to clean up and rebuild, and
they will be stronger for it. The entire
Nation must come together as an
American family to give them the aid
and support they need at every step
along the way.

——
FOR-PROFIT COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, there

are a lot of issues roiling our Nation
these days. I want to talk about an
issue that may not get all the head-
lines, but that has seen dramatic and
troubling changes this year: our Na-
tion’s higher education policy.

Over the last several weeks, Sec-
retary of Education Betsy DeVos has
continued her assault on students and
their families.

Previously we had seen her rescind
reforms that would improve customer
service for students and hold student
loan servicers accountable for their
treatment of borrowers; rescind a pol-
icy prohibiting debt collectors from
charging borrowers 16 percent fees to
bring their loans out of default; halt
the processing of borrower defense loan
discharge applications from students
defrauded by for-profit colleges and
throwing out rules intended to help
students get the discharges to which
they are entitled to under law; rewrite
the gainful employment rule, which is
meant to protect students from pro-
grams for-profit colleges that saddle
students with too much debt compared
to their income; propose eliminating
public service loan forgiveness, which
helps students afford to serve their
communities, States, and country
while repaying their student loans;
propose dumping $38 billion in addi-
tional student loan interest on needy
students by eliminating subsidized un-
dergraduate loans; and propose freezing
the maximum Pell grant award so that
their award covers even less of what it
costs a student to attend college.

That is just the beginning.

Several weeks ago, I joined Senators
BROWN, MURRAY, and WARREN in call-
ing on Secretary DeVos to appoint a
credible, well-qualified, independent
chief enforcement officer to lead the
Department of Education’s enforce-
ment unit.
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