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Mitch McConnell, Bob Corker, Johnny
Isakson, Patrick J. Toomey, Richard
Burr, Orrin G. Hatch, Roger F. Wicker,
Tom Cotton, James Lankford, Pat Rob-
erts, Ron Johnson, Richard C. Shelby,
Cory Gardner, John Thune, James E.
Risch, Deb Fischer, David Perdue.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Callista L. Gingrich, of Virginia, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Holy See, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the
Senator from Nevada (Mr. HELLER),
and the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
MCcCAIN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO) and the Senator from Florida
(Mr. NELSON) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE).
Are there any other Senators in the
Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 75,
nays 20, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 216 Ex.]

YEAS—T75
Alexander Fischer Murkowski
Baldwin Flake Murphy
Barrasso Franken Murray
Bennet Gardner Paul
Blunt Graham Perdue
Boozman Grassley Portman
Burr Hatch Reed
Cantwell Heinrich Risch
Capito Heitkamp Roberts
Cardin Hoeven Rounds
Carper Inhofe Rubio
Casey Isakson Sasse
Cassidy Johnson Schumer
Collins Kaine Scott
Coons Kennedy Shaheen
Corker King Shelby
Cornyn Klobuchar Strange
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Leahy Thune
Cruz Lee Tillis
Daines Manchin Toomey
Donnelly McCaskill Warner
Enzi McConnell Whitehouse
Ernst Menendez Wicker
Feinstein Moran Young
NAYS—20
Blumenthal Hassan Stabenow
Booker Hirono Tester
Brown Markey Udall
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Peters Warren
Gillibrand Sanders Wyden
Harris Schatz
NOT VOTING—5
Cochran Heller Nelson
Cortez Masto McCain
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.

FISCHER). On this vote, the yeas are 75,
the nays are 20.

The motion is agreed to.

The Senator from North Dakota.

TAX REFORM

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I
rise today to talk about what is really
a ‘‘once in a generation’ opportunity,
and that is the opportunity we have
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right now to reform our outmoded and
complex Tax Code and also, most im-
portantly, to provide tax relief for our
Nation’s families, farmers, and small
businesses.

Our Tax Code has not been updated
since 1986. When you think about all
that has changed over the last 30 years,
you know that modern advances in
technology have drastically revolu-
tionized the way business is conducted.
Today, the creation of the internet,
substantially increased automation,
and instant communications have cre-
ated dramatic changes and in many
ways have brought us closer in terms
of communication and have inter-
connected our global economy in ways
we never could have foreseen back in
the 1980s, when we last reformed our
Tax Code.

So it is past time—not time but past
time—to modernize our outdated Tax
Code to the 21st century. We must do
so0 in order to ensure that American
businesses can compete on the global
stage, while providing tax relief to
hard-working middle-class families
who have been struggling to get and
stay ahead over the last decade.

The recently released tax blueprint
proposes sweeping tax reforms that
will benefit working families and small
businesses throughout the country
while promoting job creation, eco-
nomic growth, and global competitive-
ness. This country was built on hard
work by individuals and families who
strive each and every day to make ends
meet to provide for their loved ones
and to plan for retirement. The current
Tax Code is complex and has many
loopholes that do nothing to help our
hard-working families keep more of
their own hard-earned money. Our tax
framework will help individuals and
families in my home State and across
this country to get ahead by gener-
ating new jobs through sustained eco-
nomic growth while lowering the over-
all tax burden and putting more money
back in the taxpayers’ pockets.

We do this in a number of ways: by
doubling the standard deduction, by
eliminating taxes on the first $12,000
earned by an individual and $24,000
earned by a married couple, effectively
establishing a zero-percent tax rate as
the bottom bracket—the bottom tax
rate. That means that nearly 81 per-
cent of North Dakotans who claim the
standard deduction could see a signifi-
cant increase in their take-home pay.
That is true of other States across the
country as well. Further, we are con-
solidating and lowering the tax rates
across the board while simplifying the
Tax Code to make it fairer for every-

body.
At nearly 70,000 pages long, it is no
wonder that Americans currently

spend 6 billion hours a year complying
with the Tax Code. In fact, 94 percent
of taxpayers choose either to pay some-
one else or to use software to prepare
their taxes because of the complexity
of our Tax Code. Our goal for tax re-
form is to allow the vast majority of
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Americans to file their tax returns on
a single page—a simple calculation,
something they can do themselves. We
want to reduce the cost and stress that
many Americans feel during tax sea-
son.

Further, our tax framework aims to
create greater opportunities for small
business owners, farmers, and others to
help grow our economy and be more
competitive than ever before. While we
focus on a business friendly State in
North Dakota—we have a very business
friendly climate—the Federal tax con-
tinues to place an undue burden on the
nearly 71,000 small businesses that op-
erate in our State, which is more than
95 percent of all of the employers in the
State. Again, this is something that
applies across the Nation. The driver of
our economy, the backbone of our
economy is small business. They are
the job generators. They are the job
creators. We have to do more to help
them do what they do, which is to cre-
ate jobs and to grow our economy.

The same applies to our family farm-
ers. My State alone has more than
30,000 family farms and ranches. Their
marginal tax rate can reach as high as
almost 45 percent, nearly twice the av-
erage rate of the rest of the industri-
alized world. That creates real chal-
lenges. This tax framework follows the
example we have set in our State by re-
storing economic opportunity, by low-
ering the tax burden, and by enacting a
pro-growth tax code.

Economists in general agree that
high corporate taxes reduce wages to
workers, raise costs to consumers, and
reduce returns on retirement savings.
That affects all of us. Maintaining high
tax rates does nothing to improve the
fairness of our system. It only punishes
everyday citizens and reduces eco-
nomic opportunities for all Americans.

For far too long, our Tax Code has
incentivized American companies to
send jobs and investment overseas, in-
stead of keeping them here at home—
keeping that investment, Kkeeping
those jobs here at home. Consequently,
large multinational corporations now
hold approximately $2.6 trillion over-
seas. That is money that could be repa-
triated back to the United States for
investment in American jobs here at
home. Our framework would end the
loopholes and the incentives that keep
foreign profits offshore by moving to a
territorial tax system and encouraging
repatriation of these offshore funds,
bringing that investment back to
America. This is about getting the
American economy going again and
creating jobs and opportunity here at
home rather than overseas.

It is vital that we advance a com-
prehensive tax reform that simplifies
the IRS code and simplifies rates. Put-
ting more money in the pockets of
working individuals and families and
empowering private investment will
drive domestic job creation and in-
crease wages through higher demand
for labor and lower business costs. All
the while we can ensure stable govern-
ment revenues through a broader tax
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base, a growing economy, and a more
efficient tax system. That means that
we will continue to be able to fund our
priorities as we work to get our debt
and deficit under control.

Ensuring U.S. competitiveness in the
global marketplace and providing tax
relief to middle-class families will ben-
efit both current and future genera-
tions. I urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to work together to
get tax reform done for the people of
my State of North Dakota, for their re-
spective States, and for Americans
across this entire country.

With that, Madam President, I yield
the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. PETERS. Madam President, in
many ways, the Children’s Health In-
surance Program has been an out-
standing example of what a bipartisan,
democratic process can accomplish.
Twenty years ago, President Bill Clin-
ton worked with a Republican majority
in both the Senate and the House of
Representatives to successfully pass
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram into law. That legislation passed
with 85 votes in the Senate—an over-
whelmingly bipartisan vote—to recog-
nize the simple fact that all children
born in this great country of ours
should have healthcare coverage.

The Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, along with our Nation’s commu-
nity health centers, has more often
than not seen great bipartisan support.
As Members of Congress, we have al-
ways come together and understood
the importance of these programs, and
we have done everything we can to en-
sure that quality, cost-effective care is
available to millions of Americans. Un-
fortunately, as I stand here today,
funding for both the Children’s Health
Insurance Program and community
health centers has expired.

The Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, or CHIP, provides healthcare
coverage to over 100,000 children in my
home State of Michigan and more than
9 million children nationally. In addi-
tion, community health centers serve
as the primary medical home to over
600,000 Michiganders and more than 20
million individuals across our country.
For people living in rural and under-
served areas, their community health
center is their doctor’s office and often
their only choice when it comes to care
close to home.

We have already passed the deadline
to extend the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program and the Community
Health Center Fund. We have passed
the time to act. We should not wait
any longer to provide certainty to the
millions of children and their families
who depend on CHIP and to the Ameri-
cans who will lose access to care if
their community health center is
closed.

We are already seeing the impact of
our inaction in the CHIP program. Sev-
eral States have begun to warn that
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they may be forced to end enrollment
of new children, cut back services, or
end their programs altogether if we do
not act soon. Independent experts esti-
mate that at least 10 States could com-
pletely run out of funding for their
Children’s Health Insurance Program
before the end of the year, while fund-
ing for the remaining States’ programs
would not be very far behind.

This is not a responsible way to gov-
ern. I have heard from physicians in
my State, especially in rural commu-
nities, who fear that this lack of action
will mean great harm to the patients
they serve. I have heard from pediatri-
cians who know firsthand what the end
of CHIP would mean for Michigan’s
children. As our country grapples with
what we can do to expand mental
health treatment and address the ex-
panding opioid epidemic, letting these
programs lapse would be a huge step in
the wrong direction. This unnecessary
uncertainty has already forced some
community health centers to con-
template staff hiring freezes and lay-
offs. It is certainly harming their day-
to-day operations. It has made it dif-
ficult for them to recruit new doctors,
and it has made it harder for their of-
fices to obtain loans to grow their
practices and to serve more patients.

Luckily, this is a problem we know
how to solve. I am proud to have co-
sponsored bipartisan legislation with
Senators HATCH and WYDEN that would
ensure funding for the Children’s
Health Insurance Program. I also sup-
port similarly bipartisan legislation by
Senators BLUNT and STABENOW to ex-
tend funding for our Nation’s commu-
nity health centers.

I welcome the fact that the Senate
Finance Committee held a markup yes-
terday and was able to advance the bi-
partisan bill to fund the Children’s
Health Insurance Program. Now the
rest of us in Congress need to do our
job. Let’s bring both of these bills up
for a vote because, quite frankly, we
cannot afford to wait any longer. Our
Nation’s children and millions of
Americans who use community health
centers as their primary medical home
cannot afford to wait any longer. His-
torically, these programs have not
been controversial to reauthorize, and
they should not be now.

I am urging my colleagues to
prioritize the children of our rural and
underserved communities who will be
hurt if we do not act soon. Let’s do
what is right for our country’s children
and families and pass this vital legisla-
tion as soon as possible.

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-
SIDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

S6341

(The remarks of Ms. HEITKAMP and
Ms. MURKOWSKI pertaining to the intro-
duction of S. 1942 are printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.””)

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DR. ALONZO B.
PATTERSON, JR., AND MRS. SHIRLEY PATTERSON

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize an extraordinary in-
dividual in my State, along with his
wife. I would like to take a few min-
utes today to recognize Reverend Dr.
Alonzo B. Patterson, Jr., and Mrs.
Shirley Patterson.

During the first week of November,
Anchorage is going to host 4 days of
events to commemorate the service of
two of our most beloved community
leaders, the Reverend Dr. Alonzo B.
Patterson and his wife, Shirley Patter-
son. Next month, Reverend Patterson
leaves the pulpit of Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church. This is a pulpit he has
held for some 47 years. Mrs. Patterson,
his wife of six decades, is to be recog-
nized for her service as well.

Anchorage is one of America’s great
communities, and it is not uncommon
to celebrate the retirement of a figure
of Patterson’s stature, but 4 separate
days of events—that is huge, and it is a
testament to the respect our commu-
nity has for the Patterson family.

Think about this: Alaska has been a
State for just 58 years. Reverend Pat-
terson has had his pulpit for 47 years.
And Shiloh is not Reverend Patterson’s
first pulpit in Alaska; it is his second.
He came to Anchorage after founding
the Corinthian Baptist Church in Fair-
banks. Reverend Patterson grew up
with Alaska, and Alaska grew up with
Reverend Patterson.

Corinthian and Shiloh could appro-
priately be characterized as African-
American churches. But for the Afri-
can-American community in Alaska,
they are far more than churches; they
are centers of Black history in Alaska.

Zakiya McCummings interviewed
Reverend Patterson earlier this year
for an article published in the Anchor-
age Press, and in that interview, Rev-
erend Patterson explained:

The church was, and always has been, the
sanctuary in the Black community. It is the
meeting place, the community center, the
focus for support and help, the place you
come to be important, the psychologist for
your particular problem, the time to shout
out your frustrations and the only place to
be significant. You could be a Deacon or
something in the church where in the rest of
the community, you were just another Black
person. The church was for us a panacea for
many of the social ills that existed then and
still have relevance.

Given the central role Reverend Pat-
terson has played in Alaska’s African-
American community for most of our
State’s existence, it is no surprise that
he is regarded as a historian of Black
culture in Alaska. Ms. McCummings
observed that it is a responsibility that
he doesn’t take lightly. Reverend Pat-
terson told her:

I feel like I have to be the keeper of our
historical plight and to speak to each gen-
eration in my time. It is a powerful responsi-
bility because if I go to sleep on my watch,
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