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afford to waste any more time, not 
when lives are on the line, not when el-
derly residents in nursing homes grow 
frailer by the moment, not when hun-
gry American children have nothing to 
eat, not when communities are without 
clean drinking water for days on end. 
We need to keep the pressure on the ad-
ministration. 

That is why I wrote the President, 
urging that he activate the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 so the military 
could more quickly deliver vast private 
sector resources to those in need. That 
is why my colleagues and I wrote to 
the White House and urged FEMA to 
waive disaster relief cost sharing be-
cause, as the Governor told me: I have 
no revenue coming in. I have no rev-
enue coming in, and the likelihood of 
revenue coming in, certainly in the 
short term, is not there. How do you 
acquire the 70 or 75 percent Federal as-
sistance if you don’t have the 25 per-
cent to put up? That is why we have 
written the USDA asking that they use 
all available resources to get food to 
the people of Puerto Rico. 

This is an all-hands-on-deck situa-
tion for the Federal Government, but 
Congress also has a responsibility to 
act. That is why I sent a letter to Lead-
er MCCONNELL and Speaker RYAN urg-
ing that they bring forward an emer-
gency supplemental aid package and 
fund community development block 
grants for disaster recovery. It is up to 
us in Congress to immediately author-
ize, not just the emergency funding 
needed to save lives in Puerto Rico but 
also the assistance needed for a full- 
powered recovery. 

We must give Puerto Ricans the tools 
to rebuild. That means making sure 
Puerto Rico’s financial control board 
gives the Governor the flexibility to 
spearhead this recovery. Board mem-
bers of that control board should be on 
the island, assessing the damage, 
speaking to the survivors, allowing 
Governor Rossello to create a new 
budget that reflects Puerto Rico’s post- 
Maria reality. The damage, by some es-
timates, could be as high as $90 billion, 
so adjusting expectations and enabling 
flexibility is absolutely critical going 
forward. 

I have said it before and I will say it 
again. The people of Puerto Rico must 
come before Wall Street creditors. As 
it turns out, this is one area where the 
President and I can find common 
ground. Just last night, he called for 
Puerto Rico’s debt to be wiped out. I 
hope all of us—the administration, my 
colleagues in Congress, and the fiscal 
control board—can work together to 
jump-start Puerto Rico’s recovery. 
That must include enabling flexibility, 
addressing the island’s crippling debt, 
and ensuring that pensions are pro-
tected and paid. Imagine not getting 
your pension—no longer working, hav-
ing no income, and then your pension 
is not protected. How do you make it? 
All of us in the Senate have a responsi-
bility to stand with Puerto Rico. How 
we respond to this crisis will have pro-

found consequences, not just for the 
Americans who live in Puerto Rico 
today but for generations to come. 

We need to pass a disaster package 
that matches the astounding damage 
suffered by the island. The photos I 
have brought to the floor today give a 
glimpse—not anywhere near the whole 
picture—of the devastation on the 
ground. It is not enough to reconnect a 
faulty, ailing power grid. It is time to 
be proactive and rebuild Puerto Rico so 
it is prepared for the next storm and 
for the 21st century. It is time to fix 
the underlying disparities which have 
hindered Puerto Rico’s success. Other-
wise, we will simply be rebuilding a 
broken foundation. 

Let me close by saying, I remind my 
colleagues that Puerto Ricans are not 
just citizens of the United States— 
which, in and of itself, should speak to 
the compelling arguments we should be 
engaged in helping Puerto Rico as our 
fellow Americans. They have fought to 
defend our Nation from World War I to 
the War on Terror. Take a walk down 
to the Vietnam Memorial, and you will 
see Puerto Rican names engraved in 
that stone far in excess of the number 
of people proportionately to the Amer-
ican population. Throughout our his-
tory, Puerto Ricans have given their 
lives so they may remain part of the 
‘‘land of the free.’’ To this day, more 
than 10,000 Puerto Ricans serve in 
every branch of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Let’s also remember that beyond the 
3.5 million citizens living on the island, 
there are 5 million Puerto Ricans liv-
ing in our States, in our congressional 
districts, and in our communities. In 
the aftermath of this unprecedented 
disaster, these Americans deserve the 
same rights, the same respect, and the 
same response from their Federal Gov-
ernment. That is what I told leaders 
from New Jersey’s Puerto Rican com-
munity earlier this week—assembly-
men and women, mayors, community 
leaders, and concerned citizens. 

We all remember how hard it was to 
secure the funding we needed to rebuild 
New Jersey in the aftermath of 
Superstorm Sandy. We had to fight 
tooth and nail every step of the way, 
and, guess what, we had two U.S. Sen-
ators from New Jersey and 13 Members 
of Congress, joined by our colleagues 
from New York—two U.S. Senators 
from New York and a whole host of 
congressional Members as well as from 
Connecticut, which was also affected. 
It was an incredible time here to try to 
get relief. 

Americans in Puerto Rico have no 
vote in the Senate, they have no votes 
in Congress, and the fight to rebuild 
Puerto Rico will be that much harder, 
but, as I have in the past, I intend to be 
their voice and their vote in the U.S. 
Senate. 

Now is not the time to pretend like 
recovery will be a piece of cake. No 
one—not the Governor, not the Presi-
dent, not any one of us—should sugar-
coat the human catastrophe playing 
out in Puerto Rico. It is time for hon-

esty about the conditions on the 
ground, the challenges we face, and the 
actions we must take. 

Yes, Puerto Rico is an island in the 
middle of a very big ocean, but we are 
the most powerful nation on the face of 
the Earth. We have the most advanced 
military capabilities ever known and 
the most skilled Armed Forces in the 
world. We have to be there for 3.5 mil-
lion Americans who are in need. We are 
the United States of America. We do 
the impossible. Give our men and 
women in uniform any mission, and 
they rise to the occasion. 

If we conducted the Berlin Airlift, set 
up tactical operations in the moun-
tains of Afghanistan, built green zones 
in Baghdad in the height of the Iraq 
war, then surely we can save the lives 
of Americans in danger, and surely we 
can save those lives and help rebuild 
Puerto Rico. We must not rest until 
every American is safe and the work of 
rebuilding is done. 

I yield the floor. 
(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
∑ Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I had expected to be able to vote today 
on the motion to invoke cloture on the 
nomination of Callista L. Gingrich to 
be Ambassador to the Holy See. In-
stead, I am in Las Vegas meeting with 
victims of and first responders to the 
deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. 
history. 

I support the motion to invoke clo-
ture on the nomination of Callista L. 
Gingrich to be Ambassador to the Holy 
See. The U.S. relationship with the 
Holy See is an important one and is 
best supported with a confirmed am-
bassador leading it. Ms. Gingrich’s 
faith and engagement with the Catho-
lic community will support U.S. ties to 
the Vatican.∑ 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that all time be 
yielded back on both sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays 
before the Senate the pending cloture 
motion, which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Callista L. Gingrich, of Virginia, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Holy See. 
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Mitch McConnell, Bob Corker, Johnny 

Isakson, Patrick J. Toomey, Richard 
Burr, Orrin G. Hatch, Roger F. Wicker, 
Tom Cotton, James Lankford, Pat Rob-
erts, Ron Johnson, Richard C. Shelby, 
Cory Gardner, John Thune, James E. 
Risch, Deb Fischer, David Perdue. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Callista L. Gingrich, of Virginia, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Holy See, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the 
Senator from Nevada (Mr. HELLER), 
and the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
MCCAIN). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO) and the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. NELSON) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE). 
Are there any other Senators in the 
Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 75, 
nays 20, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 216 Ex.] 
YEAS—75 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 

Fischer 
Flake 
Franken 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Moran 

Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Strange 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—20 

Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Harris 

Hassan 
Hirono 
Markey 
Merkley 
Peters 
Sanders 
Schatz 

Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Cochran 
Cortez Masto 

Heller 
McCain 

Nelson 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FISCHER). On this vote, the yeas are 75, 
the nays are 20. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The Senator from North Dakota. 

TAX REFORM 
Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 

rise today to talk about what is really 
a ‘‘once in a generation’’ opportunity, 
and that is the opportunity we have 

right now to reform our outmoded and 
complex Tax Code and also, most im-
portantly, to provide tax relief for our 
Nation’s families, farmers, and small 
businesses. 

Our Tax Code has not been updated 
since 1986. When you think about all 
that has changed over the last 30 years, 
you know that modern advances in 
technology have drastically revolu-
tionized the way business is conducted. 
Today, the creation of the internet, 
substantially increased automation, 
and instant communications have cre-
ated dramatic changes and in many 
ways have brought us closer in terms 
of communication and have inter-
connected our global economy in ways 
we never could have foreseen back in 
the 1980s, when we last reformed our 
Tax Code. 

So it is past time—not time but past 
time—to modernize our outdated Tax 
Code to the 21st century. We must do 
so in order to ensure that American 
businesses can compete on the global 
stage, while providing tax relief to 
hard-working middle-class families 
who have been struggling to get and 
stay ahead over the last decade. 

The recently released tax blueprint 
proposes sweeping tax reforms that 
will benefit working families and small 
businesses throughout the country 
while promoting job creation, eco-
nomic growth, and global competitive-
ness. This country was built on hard 
work by individuals and families who 
strive each and every day to make ends 
meet to provide for their loved ones 
and to plan for retirement. The current 
Tax Code is complex and has many 
loopholes that do nothing to help our 
hard-working families keep more of 
their own hard-earned money. Our tax 
framework will help individuals and 
families in my home State and across 
this country to get ahead by gener-
ating new jobs through sustained eco-
nomic growth while lowering the over-
all tax burden and putting more money 
back in the taxpayers’ pockets. 

We do this in a number of ways: by 
doubling the standard deduction, by 
eliminating taxes on the first $12,000 
earned by an individual and $24,000 
earned by a married couple, effectively 
establishing a zero-percent tax rate as 
the bottom bracket—the bottom tax 
rate. That means that nearly 81 per-
cent of North Dakotans who claim the 
standard deduction could see a signifi-
cant increase in their take-home pay. 
That is true of other States across the 
country as well. Further, we are con-
solidating and lowering the tax rates 
across the board while simplifying the 
Tax Code to make it fairer for every-
body. 

At nearly 70,000 pages long, it is no 
wonder that Americans currently 
spend 6 billion hours a year complying 
with the Tax Code. In fact, 94 percent 
of taxpayers choose either to pay some-
one else or to use software to prepare 
their taxes because of the complexity 
of our Tax Code. Our goal for tax re-
form is to allow the vast majority of 

Americans to file their tax returns on 
a single page—a simple calculation, 
something they can do themselves. We 
want to reduce the cost and stress that 
many Americans feel during tax sea-
son. 

Further, our tax framework aims to 
create greater opportunities for small 
business owners, farmers, and others to 
help grow our economy and be more 
competitive than ever before. While we 
focus on a business friendly State in 
North Dakota—we have a very business 
friendly climate—the Federal tax con-
tinues to place an undue burden on the 
nearly 71,000 small businesses that op-
erate in our State, which is more than 
95 percent of all of the employers in the 
State. Again, this is something that 
applies across the Nation. The driver of 
our economy, the backbone of our 
economy is small business. They are 
the job generators. They are the job 
creators. We have to do more to help 
them do what they do, which is to cre-
ate jobs and to grow our economy. 

The same applies to our family farm-
ers. My State alone has more than 
30,000 family farms and ranches. Their 
marginal tax rate can reach as high as 
almost 45 percent, nearly twice the av-
erage rate of the rest of the industri-
alized world. That creates real chal-
lenges. This tax framework follows the 
example we have set in our State by re-
storing economic opportunity, by low-
ering the tax burden, and by enacting a 
pro-growth tax code. 

Economists in general agree that 
high corporate taxes reduce wages to 
workers, raise costs to consumers, and 
reduce returns on retirement savings. 
That affects all of us. Maintaining high 
tax rates does nothing to improve the 
fairness of our system. It only punishes 
everyday citizens and reduces eco-
nomic opportunities for all Americans. 

For far too long, our Tax Code has 
incentivized American companies to 
send jobs and investment overseas, in-
stead of keeping them here at home— 
keeping that investment, keeping 
those jobs here at home. Consequently, 
large multinational corporations now 
hold approximately $2.6 trillion over-
seas. That is money that could be repa-
triated back to the United States for 
investment in American jobs here at 
home. Our framework would end the 
loopholes and the incentives that keep 
foreign profits offshore by moving to a 
territorial tax system and encouraging 
repatriation of these offshore funds, 
bringing that investment back to 
America. This is about getting the 
American economy going again and 
creating jobs and opportunity here at 
home rather than overseas. 

It is vital that we advance a com-
prehensive tax reform that simplifies 
the IRS code and simplifies rates. Put-
ting more money in the pockets of 
working individuals and families and 
empowering private investment will 
drive domestic job creation and in-
crease wages through higher demand 
for labor and lower business costs. All 
the while we can ensure stable govern-
ment revenues through a broader tax 
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