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it publically and sometimes loud. That
is who we are as Americans. We try to
work things out, sometimes at a high
volume. But just like two kids who are
fighting on the playground in the fifth
grade—remember those two kids that
started a fight and their friends were
watching them? Then, eventually,
someone on the other side of the play-
ground started yelling ‘‘fight,” and the
crowd started forming. The Russians
aren’t starting the fight. They aren’t
even in the fight. They are the kids on
the far side of the playground, trying
to get more people to run to the fight.
They are not starting the Twitter wars
and the battles, but they look at where
America is divided, issues like race.
Their troll farms will try to find areas
where we disagree, such as areas of
race, and reach in and try to amplify
the volume on that by repeating accu-
sations and by trying to be even more
hostile online. They are trying to stoke
disunity in our Nation.

It is important that we know that
every time you see something with a
high number of hashtag counts that
goes up, it is not always Americans
who are pushing that up. Occasionally,
it is an outside body trying to raise the
volume and make a conflict look even
bigger than it already is in America be-
cause they are into sowing discord.
That is what they love to do. That is
what the rest of the nations have seen
them do. We should be very clear that
the Russians are trying to continue to
sow chaos into us.

They have reached into our election
systems. In the previous couple of
weeks, the FBI notified 21 different
States that during the last election
season, the Russians tried to interfere
in their election process as a State.
Now, that doesn’t mean they did inter-
fere. That means they reached in and
tested systems. That means they tried
to go into voter databases to see if
they could access a voter database to
see who was registered to vote. They
tried to get into a secretary of State’s
office in a local State to see if they
could figure out how they do their elec-
tions. That means they reached into
systems in States to see what voting
machines they used and if they tried to
connect them in. They were trying to
find out how they do elections, learn as
much as they could about their proc-
ess, and see how far they could get.

Through all of our work, we have yet
to find a single vote that was changed.
The Russians didn’t get into voting
machines. They didn’t alter the elec-
tion in any way, but they were con-
stantly probing through multiple
States to see what they could get ac-
cess to.

Now, it is my belief that they are
preparing for something else. They are
trying to see what they could get ac-
cess to in the last election to see if
they could get back into it and do even
more in the next election. We should be
aware of that. We should be aware not
only of their propaganda, but we
should be aware that they are going
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after our elections to see if they can
find a way, at the end of the election,
to make us doubt the outcomes.

What can we do about that? I will
give you several ideas. One of them, I
would say, is that we need to protect
the primacy of States running the elec-
tions. There is absolutely no need for
the Federal Government to go to
States and take over their election
process. It is a constitutional protec-
tion that those States have to be able
to run their elections, but every State
is also responsible to do it. Of the 21
States that I noted here that the Rus-
sians tried to engage in, they couldn’t
get to a single voting machine. The
States are already doing a good job,
but they need help.

There is no reason the State of Okla-
homa should have to work alone to be
able to protect itself from the Russians
trying to invade it in the cyber attack.
They are going to need some allies to
come along with them, but the States
should still be able to run the system.
There should be more sharing between
the State and the Federal Government.
There should be an opportunity for the
Federal Government to be able to say
to a State, earlier than 10 months after
the election: Hey, you are being
hacked. For the FBI to notify States a
couple of weeks ago that they were
hacked in the 2016 elections is a little
late. When it is occurring, we need to
have that engagement between State
IT folks and Federal IT folks. We need
to be able to have that conversation as
it is ongoing so the State can take pro-
tective measures as it is occurring. We
need to have that cooperation between
States and the Federal Government.
We need to be able to help States come
up with ways they can audit their sys-
tem after the election is over.

When every election occurs, you
should be able to audit it and make
sure the machines that were running
the election actually were not hacked.
You can verify that. In Oklahoma, we
have optical scanners. You fill out a
paper ballot. You run it through an op-
tical scanner at the end of the election
time, and they can count everything
from the optical scanner. If there is
any question, they can go back to the
paper and actually do a hand count. We
can literally audit our elections and
their process. It is a safe system that
we have set up in our State. Every
State does it differently, but I would
encourage every State to set up a sys-
tem where they can audit their system.

We know this year that the Russians
were trying to engage in our election.
It could be someone else who could do
it. Any number of groups could try to
interfere in our process. It is basic
common sense to say we should have a
system of elections we can actually
audit. Perhaps Russia, in the days
ahead, hopes that our Nation will be
more like theirs. We will not be.

We are the longest constitutional Re-
public in the world. We still need the
world. We still put out our values
about free speech, free press, freedom
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of religion, and opportunities for indi-
viduals to actually engage and to have
conflict with their own government
and to be able to disagree publically on
things. We still can disagree with each
other. We need to be aware that they
want to turn us into them. I would
hope for the sake of the Russian peo-
ple, in the days ahead, that they could
be more like us.

Ronald Reagan told a story about a
friend of his who had a conversation
with a Cuban refugee fleeing from com-
munism and oppression in Cuba in 1964.
He said that his friend, this Cuban ref-
ugee, said:

If we lose freedom here, there is no place to
escape to. This is the last stand on Earth.

We are still a role model for the rest
of the world. As much conflict as we
have with each other, we are still a
role model. I have no issue disagreeing
at times with people on this floor. We
can have our disagreements, but I don’t
want the Russians to interfere in our
disagreements. They can keep their
business over there. In the days ahead,
we will continue to expose the things
they are doing. So they can back off
and go bug someone else because we
are akin to what they are doing.

With that, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Ohio.

EQUIFAX BREACH

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I say
to the Presiding Officer—and the Sen-
ator who is about to become the Pre-
siding Officer—I appreciated the work
of you two together, in tandem, today
for two nominees in front of the Agri-
culture Committee. I thank you.

(Mr. SASSE assumed the Chair.)

Mr. President, I rise to talk for a mo-
ment about a hearing yesterday, which
the Presiding Officer sat through, too,
with the outgoing CEO of Equifax. We
know what happened with Equifax, yet
we really don’t know entirely what
happened. We know there was a breach
of Equifax’s information, and 145 mil-
lion Americans—more than half of the
adult population in our country—had
their data breached. Criminals will now
have access to the data of far too many
Americans.

I am hopeful because I and Senator
CRAPO, the chairman of the committee,
and others on the committee were pret-
ty unhappy—not to speak for others,
certainly, but we were pretty unhappy
with Equifax’s performance yesterday
because we didn’t get a lot of answers
to a number of our questions.

When you think about what we do
with medical language, with our per-
sonal medical information, we have
laws to say that our personal medical
information belongs to us. We, of



October 5, 2017

course, can share it with a hospital or
a doctor or whomever we want, but our
doctor can’t share it with other doctors
without our permission. Our hospital
can’t share it with other hospitals
without our permission. But our per-
sonal financial data doesn’t fall into
those categories.

We know how this happens. Equifax
is a company that many have rarely
thought about. A lot of people have
never thought much about it, and
many have never really explored who
they are. Equifax is a company in At-
lanta. There are three data agencies
like this. They get your data without
your permission. They get it from a
utility company or from a bank or
from somebody else. They have two
jobs: to collect your data and then to
protect your data, your personal finan-
cial data.

This company—this CEO has been
paid $69 million over the last 3 years.
The CEO we met with, who has retired,
has been compensated very generously.
Who knows if he will end up getting bo-
nuses and golden parachutes and all?
The American public has come to un-
fortunately expect that these CEOs
will abuse the public trust.

Look at what happened at Wells
Fargo, creating all kinds of accounts
for people who didn’t even want those
accounts, who didn’t even know they
were having those accounts opened.
And look at Equifax.

In far too many cases, these compa-
nies don’t protect our information the
way they have promised they would. It
makes all of us, the 145 million, subject
to some kind of criminal activity in all
kinds of ways—to violate our privacy
and to take advantage of us financially
and all the identity theft and all the
things that come with that.

If you were a student at Bowling
Green State University who graduated
and you miss a student loan payment
after you have graduated, you get your
credit dinged by Equifax. If you are a
homeowner in Mansfield, OH, or in Ra-
venna, OH, and you miss a monthly
payment or a couple of monthly pay-
ments, you get your credit dinged. You
are held accountable by Equifax, but
Equifax hasn’t really been held ac-
countable much by anyone.

The cynicism people in this country
have toward our financial system, to-
ward Wall Street—then we see Wells
Fargo do what they have done; then we
see Equifax do what they have done. It
is time for Congress to push away these
special interest groups that have far
too much influence in this body.

The White House has not been help-
ful. The White House looks like a re-
treat for Goldman Sachs executives,
with all the people around the Presi-
dent who do the bidding of Wall Street
and protect far too many of these Wall
Street firms and Wells Fargo and the
Equifaxes of the world.

I am hopeful that we will sit down in
a bipartisan way and begin to figure
out what to do here. Maybe we do con-
sider the protections we have for peo-
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ple’s medical records—we ought to
have the same protection for their fi-
nancial records. It simply makes sense,
and I am hopeful we can come to a so-
lution.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PUERTO RICO RECOVERY EFFORT

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
rise today, as I have on so many occa-
sions, to give voice to the 3.5 million
Americans who call Puerto Rico home.
Their lives have been turned upside
down by Hurricane Maria, and now
more than ever, they desperately need
to be heard. I invite my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to join me in am-
plifying the voices of millions of Puer-
to Ricans calling out for help and the
millions here on the mainland who
have yet to hear from their families.

Here on the floor with me today are
aerial photos of the destruction caused
by Hurricane Maria, the astounding
damage I saw firsthand when I toured
Puerto Rico by helicopter on Friday,
pictures largely taken by me.

Take this collapsed bridge in the mu-
nicipality of Utuado, situated in the
central mountains of Puerto Rico.
Every day, the 30,000 Americans who
live in Utuado depend on these bridges
to cross the beautiful rivers that run
through it, but today those 30,000
Americans are secluded, waiting in the
dark, and wondering when help will ar-
rive.

Images like these have stayed with
me from the moment I left Puerto
Rico, and I share them today because
the people of Puerto Rico need our col-
lective voices and support to stop this
humanitarian crisis from devolving
into a full-blown American tragedy.

This is another example of some of
the devastation of a large number of
homes in a community.

If we hope to overcome the monu-
mental challenges before us, we need a
full grasp of the reality on the ground.
I thought that is why President Trump
went to Puerto Rico this week—to get
a dose of reality. Instead, the President
continued to feed on his own warped
version of reality. The President told
the people of Puerto Rico that they
should be ‘“‘very proud’ that the death
count was only ‘16 versus literally
thousands of people’” who died in ‘‘a
real catastrophe like Katrina’’—a real
catastrophe 1like Katrina. And cer-
tainly that was a catastrophe, but this
is no less real for the people of Puerto
Rico. Yet, moments later, the AP re-
ported that fatalities in Puerto Rico
have tragically risen to 44. And while I
pray it is not the case, I fear that it
may be even worse, because we have se-
cluded communities that still have not
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gotten access, so we don’t know what is
happening there.

In short, the situation is perilous,
and we don’t have a moment to waste.

Like many, I had hoped that during
his visit to Puerto Rico, the President
would take the high road and set a new
tone after his administration’s woe-
fully delayed and inadequate response
to Hurricane Maria. Instead, the Presi-
dent took victim-blaming to a whole
new level. He told emergency respond-
ers and local elected officials: ‘I hate
to tell you, Puerto Rico, but you have
thrown our budget a little out of
whack.”

Well, Mr. President, perhaps we have
to dial back the budget-bursting, tril-
lion-dollar tax cuts you want to give to
billionaire families like yours, because
it is going to take more than paper
towels to help the people of Puerto
Rico.

In this country, we don’t turn our
backs on Americans in need. We don’t
complain about how much it costs to
restore power to hospitals or rebuild
roads in ruin that connect people to
their government and essential serv-
ices or get clean drinking water and
food and medicine to the hungry and
the frail. We are the United States of
America, and we are there for each
other, whether it is Texas after Harvey
or Florida after Irma or New Jersey
after Sandy or Puerto Rico after
Maria.

If you heard the President speak ear-
lier this week, you would heard that
everything is going great and that he
in particular is doing the greatest job
any President has ever done in the his-
tory of the world. The administration
will tell us that the majority of hos-
pitals are open but leave out the fact
that many are running on emergency
generators at significantly reduced ca-
pacity. They will leave out how the
shortages of ambulances and fuel and
functional roads have made getting to
the hospitals nearly impossible. Even if
you do find a way there, the hospitals
might not have the medicine, supplies,
or doctors you need.

The administration will boast that it
has set up 11 distribution points for
food, water, and other necessities, but
what good is a distribution center that
takes hours to reach and is out of sup-
plies before you get there?

They will brag about how half of the
people have access to running water
but neglect to say that in some rural
areas in the north, barely over 13 per-
cent of people have access to running
water.

They will boast about all of the
buildings being inspected—something
that even the Governor of Puerto Rico
questioned—but look at this image I
took 5 days before the President land-
ed. This is just 256 minutes outside of
San Juan. Hurricane Maria destroyed
many of the wooden homes that popu-
late the island and weakened many of
its immense structures, as the picture
showed that we had up before. Here is
an example of it. So you see that all of
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