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The fourth thing the bill does is it in-
cludes tax incentives for Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands and extends tax
benefits that are available on the
mainland but not in the territories like
the full child tax credit.

Why should we treat our American
citizens in a territory any differently
taxwise on a child tax credit than we
treat our citizens on the mainland, the
main 50 States? It shouldn’t be. It
doesn’t make sense.

What is happening in Puerto Rico
should concern every American. Gov-
ernor Rossello has warned of a humani-
tarian crisis if we do not quickly move
to alleviate this situation.

The Coast Guard is working with
FEMA and others to bring in drinking
water and other critical supplies as
well. Additional work is being done to
restore power. Generators are being
shipped in to help manage the load at
the airport, and there are 30 flights per
day now, which is projected to grow to
60 flights in the coming days. Mean-
while, as the evacuations continue, we
don’t want to leave Puerto Rico in tat-
ters. We have to rebuild. That is going
to be an expensive cost to pay.

As we are going into a supplemental
package for all of these storm-affected
areas, and since the utilities in Puerto
Rico were so out-of-date and so arcane,
let’s think creatively. In remote vil-
lages, let’s supply photovoltaic cells to
generate electricity as a backup be-
cause another storm is going to come
and the power lines are going to go
down. Let’s think creatively as we help
these areas rebuild.

We are working on this supplemental
package to get additional aid to those
suffering, and I am hopeful that what I
have suggested here as a tax incentive
will be a part of that conversation. Our
country is hurting. We should be doing
everything we can to help it heal.

Now, not only are we healing from
coming out of some ferocious storms,
but now we have another grim re-
minder that, in America, we are not
treating each other as we would want
to be treated. Something is wrong in
the psyche of some, so that whatever
the motivation is, there would be mass
execution. I hope we will soon have a
very serious conversation about the di-
rection of this country.

By Mr. REED:

S. 1912. A bill to ensure that irrespon-
sible corporate executives, rather than
shareholders, pay fines and penalties;
to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today, I
am introducing the Corporate Manage-
ment Accountability Act, which re-
quest each publicly traded company to
disclose its policies on whether senior
executives or shareholders bear the
costs of paying the company’s fines and
penalties.

In 2014, the President of the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York, William
Dudley, gave a speech on Enhancing
Financial Stability by Improving Cul-
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ture in the Financial Services Indus-
try. In this speech, President Dudley
said, ‘‘in recent years, there have been
ongoing occurrences of serious profes-
sional misbehavior, ethical lapses and
compliance failures at financial insti-
tutions. This has resulted in a long list
of large fines and penalties, and, to a
lesser degree than I would have desired
employee dismissals and punish-
ment. . . . The pattern of bad behavior
did not end with the financial crisis,
but continued despite the considerable
public sector intervention that was
necessary to stabilize the financial sys-
tem. As a consequence, the financial
industry has largely lost the public
trust.”

Since 2008, ‘‘banks globally have paid
$321 billion in fines . . . for an abun-
dance of regulatory failings from
money laundering to market manipula-
tion and terrorist financing, according
to data from Boston Consulting
Group.” Unfortunately, despite these
fines, we continue to see disappointing
behavior at our financial institutions,
whether it is Wells Fargo betraying the
trust of its customers by opening unau-
thorized accounts or it is Equifax en-
dangering millions of consumers by
compromising critical personal infor-
mation. Indeed, in my home State of
Rhode Island, nearly half the State
may have been affected by the cyberse-
curity breach at Equifax. Given these
and other breaches and lapses, it is
clear that many financial institutions
have a long way to go in rebuilding the
trust of Rhode Islanders and the Amer-
ican people.

At the same time, it is also clear
that more must be done than simply
fining and penalizing financial institu-
tions at the corporate level. Senior ex-
ecutives, many of whom are all too
eager to take credit for a company’s
good news, must also take more re-
sponsibility for the bad news, espe-
cially if it is true that the buck stops
with them. For example, the Financial
Crisis Inquiry Commission concluded
“the financial crisis reached cata-
clysmic proportions with the collapse
of Lehman Brothers,”” and yet, accord-
ing to the Congressional Research
Service, not a single senior executive
officer at Lehman Brothers at the Fed-
eral level was charged, went to jail, or
personally paid a Federal fine or pen-
alty for the damage caused at Lehman
Brothers that rippled through our
economy in 2008.

According to Professor Peter J.
Henning, who also writes for the New
York Times in its White Collar Watch
column, ‘‘a problem in holding individ-
uals accountable for misconduct in an
organization is the disconnect between
the actual decisions and those charged
with overseeing the company, so that
executives and corporate boards usu-
ally plead ignorance about an issue
until it is too late.”

The Corporate Management Account-
ability Act I am introducing today is
one attempt at helping to solve this
problem. The bill asks publicly traded

October 3, 2017

companies to disclose whether they ex-
pect senior executives or shareholders
to pay the cost of corporate fines or
penalties. This approach is supported
by University of Minnesota Law School
Professors Claire Hill and Richard
Painter, who also served as President
George W. Bush’s chief ethics lawyer,
as well as U.S. PIRG, Public Citizen,
and Americans for Financial Reform.
Companies must do a better job of
aligning executive incentives so that
they are motivated to put their share-
holders, and not themselves, first. I
urge all my colleagues to join this leg-
islative effort to hold senior executives
accountable for their actions.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 2719—RE-
AFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES TO PRO-
MOTE DEMOCRACY, HUMAN
RIGHTS, AND THE RULE OF LAW
IN CAMBODIA

Mr. McCCAIN (for himself and Mr.
DURBIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 279

Whereas Prime Minister Hun Sen has been
in power in Cambodia since 1985 and is the
longest-serving leader in Southeast Asia;

Whereas the Paris Peace Accords in 1991
provided a vital framework, supported by the
international community, intended to help
Cambodia undertake a transition to democ-
racy, including through elections and
multiparty government;

Whereas the United States Government,
for more than 25 years, has provided hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in development
aid and other types of assistance to the peo-
ple of Cambodia and funded work in areas in-
cluding civil society, capacity building for
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs),
global health, and the Khmer Rouge Tri-
bunal;

Whereas, despite decades of international
attention and assistance to promote a plu-
ralistic, multi-party democratic system in
Cambodia, the Government of Cambodia con-
tinues to be undemocratically dominated by
the ruling Cambodia People’s Party (CPP),
which controls every agency and security ap-
paratus of the state;

Whereas the leadership of Cambodia’s secu-
rity forces, including all of its top military
and police commanders, sit on the Central
Committee of the politburo of the CPP;

Whereas the CPP controls Cambodia’s par-
liament and can pass legislation without any
opposition, and has often passed laws that
benefit its rule and weaken the capacity of
the opposition to challenge it;

Whereas each of the five elections that
have taken place in Cambodia since 1991 were
not conducted in circumstances that were
free and fair, and each were marked by fraud,
intimidation, violence, and the government’s
misuse of legal mechanisms to weaken oppo-
sition candidates and parties;

Whereas, in 2015, the CPP-controlled par-
liament passed the ‘“‘Law on Associations
and Non-Governmental Organizations”,
known as LANGO, which gave the govern-
ment sweeping powers to revoke the reg-
istration of NGOs found to be operating with
a political bias in a blatant attempt to re-
strict the legitimate work of civil society;
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Whereas, since the passage of LANGO, the
Interior Ministry has announced that it was
surveilling several civil society organiza-
tions and their employees for allegedly aid-
ing Cambodia’s opposition party, the Cam-
bodia National Rescue Party (CNRP);

Whereas both the National Democratic In-
stitute (NDI) and the International Repub-
lican Institute (IRI) have a long history in
Cambodia, engaging local partners and build-
ing capacity for civil society, democracy,
and good governance;

Whereas, on August 23, 2017, Cambodia’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs ordered the clo-
sure of NDI and the expulsion of its foreign
staff on allegations that it had violated
LANGO and was conspiring against Prime
Minister Hun Sen;

Whereas, on September 15, 2017, Prime
Minister Hun Sen called for the withdrawal
of all volunteers from the United States
Peace Corps, which has operated in Cam-
bodia since 2006 with 500 United States vol-
unteers providing English language and
healthcare training;

Whereas the Government of Cambodia in
2016 arrested four senior staff members of the
Cambodian Human Rights and Development
Association (ADHOC), as well as a former
ADHOC staff member and official on the Na-
tional Election Committee (NEC), and held
them in pre-trial detention for 427 days until
released on bail on June 29, 2017, in the wake
of sustained international pressure;

Whereas the Government of Cambodia ar-
rested activist and women’s rights defender
Tep Vanny in August 2016 and has kept her
in prison for over a year;

Whereas the prominent Cambodian polit-
ical commentator Kem Ley was assassinated
on July 10, 2016, five days after a senior Cam-
bodian general publicly called on the Cam-
bodian Armed Forces to ‘‘eliminate and dis-
pose of”’ anyone ‘‘fomenting social turmoil”’
in Cambodia;

Whereas Kem Ley had been a frequent crit-
ic of Prime Minister Hun Sen, fueling con-
cerns that his killing was politically moti-
vated and ordered by higher authorities;

Whereas the Government of Cambodia has
taken several measures to restrict its media
environment, including imposing a tax bill
amounting to millions of dollars levied
against independent media outlets that re-
sulted in the closure of independent news-
paper The Cambodian Daily in early Sep-
tember 2017;

Whereas the Government of Cambodia has
ordered several radio stations to stop the
broadcasting of Radio Free Asia and Voice of
America;

Whereas the next general election in Cam-
bodia is scheduled for July 29, 2018, and the
CPP continues to use intimidation and mis-
use of legal mechanisms to weaken political
opposition and media organizations in order
to retain its power;

Whereas the Cambodian parliament in 2017
passed two repressive amendments to Cam-
bodia’s Law on Political Parties that allow
authorities to dissolve political parties and
ban party leaders from political activity, and
which contain numerous restrictions tai-
lored to create obstacles for opposition par-
ties in an attempt to maintain the CPP’s
hold on power;

Whereas Kem Sokha, the President of
CNRP, was arrested on September 3, 2017,
and charged with treason and conspiring
with the United States Government to over-
throw the Government of Cambodia, and if
convicted faces up to 30 years in prison,
which sets the stage for the CNRP to be dis-
solved;

Whereas the United States Embassy in
Cambodia has publicly called for the imme-
diate release of Mr. Sokha and the removal
of restrictions on civil society;
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Whereas the CNRP’s previous leader, Sam
Rainsy, remains in exile due to an out-
standing warrant for his arrest in a politi-
cally motivated criminal case;

Whereas Human Rights Watch reported
that local elections held in Cambodia on
June 4, 2017, took place in a ‘‘threatening en-
vironment hostile to free speech and genuine
political participation, leading to elections
that were neither free nor fair’’;

Whereas international election monitoring
groups reported fundamental flaws in the
electoral process and violations of Cam-
bodia’s election campaign rules during
June’s local election;

Whereas the Interior Ministry of Cambodia
demanded that two election-monitoring or-
ganizations cease their activities just
months after the local elections for allegedly
violating the LANGO law, which will allow
the CPP to continue to increase restrictions
on election monitoring as the 2018 national
elections approach;

Whereas, despite irregularities in the elec-
toral process, the CNRP made significant
gains in local elections compared to previous
cycles, making clear that national elections
in 2018, if they are conducted freely and fair-
ly, will be tightly contested;

Whereas national elections in 2018 will be
closely watched to ensure openness and fair-
ness, and to monitor whether all political
parties and civil society groups are allowed
to freely participate;

Whereas, on September 7, 2017, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate re-
ported out the fiscal year 2018 appropriations
bill for the Department of State and foreign
operations (S. 1780), which restricted any
funds to the central Government of Cam-
bodia unless it has ‘‘ceased efforts to intimi-
date civil society and the political opposi-
tion in Cambodia, is credibly investigating
the murder of social and political activists”
and ‘‘is supporting the conduct of free and
fair elections in Cambodia through a non-
partisan election commission; fair election
processes; open and inclusive participation,
to include the return of exiled former opposi-
tion leaders and the release of jailed opposi-
tion leaders and civil society activists; re-
spect for freedoms of assembly, speech, and
the press, and credible post-election dispute
resolution mechanism’’; and

Whereas S. 1780 also includes language ad-
dressing the ‘‘inadmissibility of Cambodia
officials who undermine democracy in Cam-
bodia’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to promote democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law in Cambodia;

(2) condemns all forms of political violence
in Cambodia, and urges the cessation of on-
going human rights violations;

(3) urges Prime Minister Hun Sen and the
Cambodian People’s Party to end all harass-
ment and intimidation of Cambodia’s opposi-
tion and foster an environment where de-
mocracy can thrive and flourish;

(4) urges the Department of State, in asso-
ciation with the Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) of the Department of the
Treasury, to consider placing all senior Cam-
bodian government officials implicated in
the abuses noted above on the Specially Des-
ignated Nationals (SDN) list;

(5) urges the Government of Cambodia to
free Mr. Kem Sokha immediately and uncon-
ditionally;

(6) calls on the Government of Cambodia to
respect freedom of the press and the rights of
its citizens to freely assemble, protest, and
speak out against the government;

(7) supports electoral reform efforts in
Cambodia and free and fair elections in 2018
monitored by international observers; and
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(8) urges the President to communicate to
the Government of Cambodia that if it ig-
nores the recommendations of the inter-
national community and maintains the cur-
rent restrictive and intimidating political
environment, the United States Government
will have no choice but to determine that
the 2018 elections were not conducted freely
or fairly because the results could not be an
expression of the democratic will of the
Cambodian people.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 280—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER
2 THROUGH OCTOBER 6, 2017, AS
“NATIONAL HEALTH INFORMA-

TION TECHNOLOGY WEEK” TO
RECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF
HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-

NOLOGY IN TRANSFORMING AND
IMPROVING THE HEALTHCARE
SYSTEM FOR ALL PEOPLE IN
THE UNITED STATES

Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Mr.
THUNE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 280

Whereas Congress has emphasized that the
use of health information technology is es-
sential to providing coordinated care, ex-
panding access to care, and improving the
quality of mental and physical health for all
people in the United States;

Whereas health information technology is
essential for improving patient care, ensur-
ing patient safety, stopping duplicative tests
and paperwork, and reducing healthcare
costs;

Whereas Congress has recognized that the
convergence of medical advances, health in-
formation technology, and high-speed
broadband networks are transforming the de-
livery of care by bringing healthcare pro-
viders and patients together virtually, espe-
cially those patients who are in disadvan-
taged populations and areas;

Whereas the further development of preci-
sion medicine, which tailors medicines and
treatments to the unique genetic blueprint,
lifestyle, and environmental data of each pa-
tient, requires advances in health informa-
tion technology to compare that data with
the information of other individuals in order
to predict illness and determine the best
treatments;

Whereas Congress has recognized the need,
and taken action, to modernize regulations
in order to grow the health information
technology market, improve the health of all
people in the United States, create high-de-
mand jobs, and stimulate market innova-
tion; and

Whereas it is necessary to continue activi-
ties that are foundational to the trans-
formation of healthcare delivery in the
United States, including—

(1) promoting innovation in health infor-
mation technology;

(2) opening interoperability between sys-
tems and devices; and

(3) exchanging health information con-
fidently and securely among different pro-
viders, systems, and insurers: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of October 2
through October 6, 2017, as ‘‘National Health
Information Technology Week™’;

(2) recognizes the value of information
technology and management systems in
transforming healthcare for the people of the
United States; and

(3) encourages all interested parties to pro-
mote the use of information technology and
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