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(C) OTHER CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Sec-

tion 2715(b)(3)(G)(i) of the Public Health 
Service Act is amended by striking ‘‘section 
5000A(f)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 36B(g)’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 2013. 

(b) REPEAL OF REPORTING OF HEALTH IN-
SURANCE COVERAGE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Part III of subchapter A of 
chapter 61 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended by striking subpart D. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 6056(d) of the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986 is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(d) COORDINATION WITH OTHER REQUIRE-

MENTS.—To the maximum extent feasible, 
the Secretary may provide that any return 
or statement required to be provided under 
this section may be provided as part of any 
return or statement required under section 
6051.’’. 

(B) Section 6724(d)(1)(B) of such Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or’’ at the end of 
clause (xxiii), by striking clause (xxiv), and 
by redesignating clause (xxv) as clause 
(xxiv). 

(C) Section 6724(d)(2) of such Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or’’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (FF), by striking subparagraph 
(GG), and by redesignating subparagraph 
(HH) as subparagraph (GG). 

(D) Subsection (c) of section 1502 of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act is 
repealed. 

(E) The table of subparts for part III of 
subchapter A of chapter 61 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by striking 
the item relating to subpart D. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to cal-
endar years beginning after December 31, 
2013. 

(c) TAXPAYER REFUND PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury shall implement a program under 
which taxpayers who have paid a penalty 
under section 5000A of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 for any taxable year receive 1 
payment in refund of all such penalties paid, 
without regard to whether or not an amend-
ed return is filed. Such payment shall be 
made not later than April 15, 2018. 

(2) WAIVER OF STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.— 
Solely for purposes of claiming the refund 
under paragraph (1), the period prescribed by 
section 6511(a) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 with respect to any payment of a pen-
alty under section 5000A shall be extended 
until the date prescribed by law (including 
extensions) for filing the return of tax for 
the taxable year that includes December 31, 
2017. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 270—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2017 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL OVARIAN CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ 
Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr. 

BROWN, Mr. KING, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Ms. 
HIRONO) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 270 

Whereas ovarian cancer is the deadliest of 
all gynecologic cancers; 

Whereas ovarian cancer is the fifth leading 
cause of cancer deaths among women in the 
United States; 

Whereas, in 2017 in the United States, ap-
proximately 22,440 new cases of ovarian can-

cer will be diagnosed and 14,080 women will 
die of ovarian cancer; 

Whereas the mortality rate for ovarian 
cancer has not significantly decreased since 
the ‘‘War on Cancer’’ was declared more than 
40 years ago; 

Whereas 1⁄4 of women will die within 1 year 
of being diagnosed with ovarian cancer and 
more than 1⁄2 will die within 5 years of that 
diagnosis; 

Whereas, while the mammogram can de-
tect breast cancer and the Pap smear can de-
tect cervical cancer, there is no reliable 
early detection test for ovarian cancer; 

Whereas the lack of an early detection test 
means that approximately 80 percent of 
cases of ovarian cancer are detected at an 
advanced stage; 

Whereas all women are at risk for ovarian 
cancer, but approximately 20 percent of 
women who are diagnosed with ovarian can-
cer have a hereditary predisposition to ovar-
ian cancer, which places them at even higher 
risk; 

Whereas scientists and physicians have un-
covered changes in the BRCA genes that 
some women inherit from their parents, 
which may make those women 30 times more 
likely to develop ovarian cancer; 

Whereas the family history of a woman has 
been found to play an important role in ac-
curately assessing the risk of that woman of 
developing ovarian cancer and medical ex-
perts believe that family history should be 
taken into consideration during the annual 
well-woman visit of any woman; 

Whereas many experts in health preven-
tion now recommend genetic testing for 
young women with a family history of breast 
and ovarian cancer; 

Whereas women who know that they are at 
high risk of breast and ovarian cancer may 
undertake prophylactic measures to help re-
duce the risk of developing those diseases; 

Whereas, as of 2017, the Society of 
Gynecologic Oncology recommends that all 
women who are diagnosed with ovarian can-
cer receive counseling and genetic testing; 

Whereas many people are unaware that the 
symptoms of ovarian cancer often include 
bloating, pelvic or abdominal pain, difficulty 
eating or feeling full quickly, urinary symp-
toms, and several other symptoms that are 
easily confused with other diseases; 

Whereas awareness of the symptoms of 
ovarian cancer by women and health care 
providers can lead to a quicker diagnosis; 

Whereas, in June 2007, the first national 
consensus statement on ovarian cancer 
symptoms was developed to provide consist-
ency in describing symptoms to make it 
easier for women to learn and remember 
those symptoms; and 

Whereas, each year during the month of 
September, the Ovarian Cancer Research 
Fund Alliance and community partners hold 
a number of events to increase public aware-
ness of ovarian cancer: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2017 as ‘‘National 

Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month’’; and 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 271—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL COMMU-
NITY GARDENING AWARENESS 
WEEK 

Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry: 

S. RES. 271 

Whereas countless families in the United 
States live with hunger every day and do not 
have access to fresh produce in their neigh-
borhoods; 

Whereas community gardens conserve lim-
ited resources and promote sustainability; 

Whereas community gardens provide an 
important and nutritious source of fresh 
produce donations for local food pantries and 
social service agencies; 

Whereas community gardens enable indi-
viduals to gain control over the quality, va-
riety, and cost of their food supply; 

Whereas community gardening encourages 
individuals of diverse cultural and economic 
backgrounds to work together, foster a bet-
ter sense of community, and improve the 
quality of their lives; 

Whereas community-based youth and 
school gardening programs encourage per-
sonal self-esteem and healthy attitudes to-
ward learning; 

Whereas community gardening and green-
ing projects provide a catalyst for neighbor-
hood and community development; 

Whereas community gardens reduce city 
heat and preserve open spaces for present 
and future generations; 

Whereas community gardens and other 
green spaces— 

(1) provide a more livable environment in 
municipalities throughout the United 
States; and 

(2) present a positive local image to the 
residents of, and visitors to, a community; 

Whereas community gardens help provide 
local food banks with fresh produce for indi-
viduals in need; and 

Whereas the last week of September 2017 is 
an appropriate week to designate as ‘‘Na-
tional Community Gardening Awareness 
Week’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports the 
goals and ideals of National Community Gar-
dening Awareness Week, including— 

(1) raising awareness of the importance of 
community gardens and urban agriculture; 

(2) improving access to public land for the 
development of sustainable food projects; 

(3) encouraging further growth of commu-
nity gardens and other opportunities that in-
crease food self-reliance, improve fitness, 
contribute to a cleaner environment, and en-
hance community development; and 

(4) supporting cooperative efforts among 
Federal, State, and local governments and 
nonprofit organizations— 

(A) to promote the development and expan-
sion of community gardens; and 

(B) to increase the accessibility of commu-
nity gardens to disadvantaged population 
groups. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 272—COM-
MEMORATING THE 230TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 272 

Whereas, on September 17, 1787, the Con-
stitution of the United States was signed by 
39 delegates from 12 States; 

Whereas the Constitution of the United 
States was subsequently ratified by each of 
the original 13 States; 

Whereas James Madison and the other del-
egates drafted the Constitution of the United 
States ‘‘in Order to form a more perfect 
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:05 Sep 29, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A28SE6.025 S28SEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6230 September 28, 2017 
Tranquility, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general Welfare, and 
secure the Blessings of Liberty’’ for the peo-
ple of the United States; 

Whereas the Constitution of the United 
States has provided the means and structure 
for the United States and the people of the 
United States to achieve a level of pros-
perity, liberty, security, and justice that is 
unparalleled among nations; 

Whereas the contributions of the Constitu-
tion of the United States to the welfare of 
individuals reach far beyond the borders of 
the United States; 

Whereas the Constitution of the United 
States— 

(1) was the first permanent constitution in 
the world adopted by elected representatives; 

(2) includes seminal ideas about individual 
rights, the separation of powers, and the rule 
of law; and 

Whereas the Constitution of the United 
States has been amended 27 times since its 
adoption and includes amendments that re-
flect the will of the people of the United 
States ‘‘to form a more perfect Union’’, such 
as amendments to recognize and protect in-
dividual rights, eliminate slavery, and ex-
pand the franchise; 

Whereas the Senate continues to strive to 
preserve and strengthen the values and 
rights bestowed on the United States and the 
people of the United States by the Constitu-
tion of the United States; and 

Whereas the preservation in the hearts and 
minds of the people of the United States of 
the values and rights expressed in the Con-
stitution of the United States would be ad-
vanced by an official recognition on Sep-
tember 17, 2017, of the 230th anniversary of 
the signing of the Constitution of the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) on September 17, 2017, commemorates 

the 230th anniversary of the signing of the 
Constitution of the United States; and 

(2) calls on the people of the United States 
to observe the day with appropriate cere-
monies and respect, including by reading the 
Constitution of the United States and re-
flecting on the enduring structure of govern-
ment built by the Founders and successive 
generations of people of the United States. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 273—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF SEPTEMBER 
2017 AS ‘‘SICKLE CELL DISEASE 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ IN ORDER 
TO EDUCATE COMMUNITIES 
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES 
ABOUT SICKLE CELL DISEASE 
AND THE NEED FOR RESEARCH, 
EARLY DETECTION METHODS, 
EFFECTIVE TREATMENTS, AND 
PREVENTATIVE CARE PRO-
GRAMS WITH RESPECT TO SICK-
LE CELL DISEASE, COMPLICA-
TIONS FROM SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE, AND CONDITIONS RE-
LATED TO SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE 
Mr. SCOTT (for himself, Mr. BOOKER, 

Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. BROWN, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. COONS, and Ms. WARREN) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 273 

Whereas sickle cell disease (referred to in 
this preamble as ‘‘SCD’’) is an inherited 
blood disorder that is a major health prob-
lem in the United States and worldwide; 

Whereas SCD causes the rapid destruction 
of sickle cells, which results in multiple 

medical complications, including anemia, 
jaundice, gallstones, strokes, restricted 
blood flow, damaged tissue in the liver, 
spleen, and kidneys, and death; 

Whereas SCD causes episodes of consider-
able pain in the arms, legs, chest, and abdo-
men of an individual; 

Whereas SCD affects an estimated 100,000 
individuals in the United States; 

Whereas approximately 1,000 babies are 
born with SCD each year in the United 
States, with the disease occurring in ap-
proximately 1 in 365 newborn African-Amer-
ican infants and 1 in 16,300 newborn His-
panic-American infants, and is found in indi-
viduals of Mediterranean, Middle Eastern, 
Asian, and Indian origin; 

Whereas more than 3,000,000 individuals in 
the United States have the sickle cell trait 
and 1 in 13 African-Americans carries the 
trait; 

Whereas there is a 1 in 4 chance that a 
child born to parents who both have the 
sickle cell trait will have the disease; 

Whereas the life expectancy of an indi-
vidual with SCD is often severely limited; 

Whereas, while hematopoietic stem cell 
transplantation (commonly known as 
‘‘HSCT’’) is currently the only cure for SCD 
and advances in treating the associated com-
plications of SCD have occurred, more re-
search is needed to find widely available 
treatments and cures to help patients with 
SCD; and 

Whereas September 2017 has been des-
ignated as Sickle Cell Disease Awareness 
Month in order to educate communities 
across the United States about SCD, includ-
ing early detection methods, effective treat-
ments, and preventative care programs with 
respect to SCD, complications from SCD, and 
conditions related to SCD: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Sickle 

Cell Disease Awareness Month; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to hold appropriate programs, events, 
and activities during Sickle Cell Disease 
Awareness Month to raise public awareness 
of preventative care programs, treatments, 
and other patient services for those suffering 
from sickle cell disease, complications from 
sickle cell disease, and conditions related to 
sickle cell disease. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 274—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL RETIRE-
MENT SECURITY WEEK, INCLUD-
ING RAISING PUBLIC AWARE-
NESS OF THE VARIOUS TAX-PRE-
FERRED RETIREMENT VEHICLES, 
INCREASING PERSONAL FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY, AND ENGAGING 
THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED 
STATES ON THE KEYS TO SUC-
CESS IN ACHIEVING AND MAIN-
TAINING RETIREMENT SECURITY 
THROUGHOUT THEIR LIFETIMES 

Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. WYDEN, Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. 
ALEXANDER) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 274 

Whereas people in the United States are 
living longer and the cost of retirement is in-
creasing significantly; 

Whereas Social Security remains the bed-
rock of retirement income for the great ma-
jority of the people of the United States but 
was never intended by Congress to be the 

sole source of retirement income for fami-
lies; 

Whereas recent data from the Employee 
Benefit Research Institute indicates that, in 
the United States— 

(1) only approximately 3⁄5 of workers or the 
spouses of those workers are saving for re-
tirement; and 

(2) the amount that workers have saved for 
retirement is much less than the amount 
those workers need to adequately fund their 
retirement years; 

Whereas the financial literacy of workers 
in the United States is important so that 
those workers understand the need to save 
for retirement; 

Whereas saving for retirement is a key 
component of overall financial health and se-
curity during retirement years and the im-
portance of financial literacy in planning for 
retirement must be advocated; 

Whereas many workers may not— 
(1) be aware of the various options in sav-

ing for retirement; or 
(2) have focused on the importance of, and 

need for, saving for retirement and success-
fully achieving retirement security; 

Whereas, although many employees have 
access through their employers to defined 
benefit and defined contribution plans to as-
sist the employees in preparing for retire-
ment, many of those employees may not be 
taking advantage of those plans at all or to 
the full extent allowed by Federal law; 

Whereas saving for retirement is necessary 
even during economic downturns or market 
declines, which makes continued contribu-
tions all the more important; 

Whereas all workers, including public and 
private sector employees, employees of tax- 
exempt organizations, and self-employed in-
dividuals, can benefit from developing per-
sonal budgets and financial plans that in-
clude retirement savings strategies that 
take advantage of tax-preferred retirement 
savings vehicles; 

Whereas effectively and sustainably with-
drawing retirement resources throughout 
the retirement years of an individual is as 
important and crucial as saving and accumu-
lating funds for retirement; and 

Whereas the week of October 15 through 
October 21, 2017, has been designated as ‘‘Na-
tional Retirement Security Week’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Retirement Security Week, including 
raising public awareness of the importance 
of saving adequately for retirement; 

(2) acknowledges the need to raise public 
awareness of a variety of tax-preferred re-
tirement vehicles that are used by many peo-
ple in the United States but could be used by 
more; and 

(3) calls on States, localities, schools, uni-
versities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses, other entities, and the people of the 
United States to observe National Retire-
ment Security Week with appropriate pro-
grams and activities, with the goal of in-
creasing the retirement savings and personal 
financial literacy of all people in the United 
States, thereby enhancing the retirement se-
curity of the people of the United States. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 275—CON-
GRATULATING NORTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY ON THE 
SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE UNI-
VERSITY 

Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and 
Mr. DURBIN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:05 Sep 29, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A28SE6.028 S28SEPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T05:45:12-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




