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I will continue to fight to extend this
support for America’s students, and I
hope the chairman of the committee
will once again work with me and the
bipartisan supporters of this program
to find a path forward for the Perkins
Loan Program.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
will conclude my remarks because I see
the Senator from Mississippi is here.

Of course I will be glad to work with
the Senator from Wisconsin. The fact
is, 2 years ago we agreed to end the
program. The graduate loans ended last
year, and the undergraduate loans end
this year. Everybody was told about it.

Every student who wants a loan can
get a direct student loan from the gov-
ernment at a lower rate, with better
repayment programs and better pay-
ment provisions than the Perkins loan.
So no one is losing a loan, and every-
one can get a better loan if they apply
for a direct loan.

We do need a simpler program, and
we need to simplify the application
process for applying for the loans and
grants and for paying them off.

I thank the Presiding Officer.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

NOMINATION OF AJIT PAI

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, later on
today, the Senate will move to a vote
to advance the nomination of Ajit Pai
to become Chairman of the Federal
Communications Commission. I rise
today in strong, enthusiastic support
for confirming Chairman Pai as the
permanent Chairman of the FCC.

In the 9 short months since Donald
Trump chose Mr. Pai to serve as the
FCC’s Acting Chairman, he has re-
stored confidence in the agency’s abil-
ity to do its work on behalf of the
American people and within the rule of
law.

He is working to establish the light-
touch regulatory framework that al-
lowed the internet to become the mar-
vel of the modern age, keeping it free
and open for consumers, innovators,
and providers. Internet technology will
continue to thrive if we keep the heavy
hand of government away from the
controls.

Chairman Pai recognizes the need to
close the digital divide between our
Nation’s rural and urban communities.
I am working closely with him and
with other members of the Commission
to remove Dbarriers to internet
connectivity that exist in my home
State of Mississippi and across the
country. Without broadband access,
these rural communities could lose out
on critical jobs, economic develop-
ment, and many other opportunities
borne out of the thriving internet econ-
omy.

Mr. Pai has already proven he is ca-
pable of being an exemplary FCC
Chairman who will fight for the
unserved and underserved Americans.
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As Acting Chairman, Mr. Pai has
overseen the adoption of Mobility Fund
Phase II rules supporting universal
service. He has sought the advice of ex-
perts for the most effective broadband
deployment, and he has encouraged the
development of better networks, lower
costs, and relief from regulatory bur-
dens.

Americans are being well-served by a
leader like Chairman Ajit Pai, who un-
derstands the strong connection be-
tween technology and innovation. Mr.
Pai understands how high-speed inter-
net can revolutionize small businesses
and benefit local economies. He under-
stands the importance of consumer
protections and has already instituted
proposals and rules that would benefit
public safety.

I hope Mr. Pai will also continue to
hold the FCC to the highest standards
of transparency. His decision to make
proposals and orders accessible to the
public prior to the Commission’s vote
on them was a positive action.

The FCC will continue to be in good
hands with Mr. Pai as Chairman and
when the Senate votes later on today
to move this nomination along. I urge
my colleagues to vote yes and eventu-
ally to vote yes for his confirmation.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that notwithstanding the provi-
sions of rule XXII, at 12:15 p.m., all
postcloture time be considered expired
on the Erickson nomination and that,
if confirmed, the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action; further,
that the Senate then resume consider-
ation of the Pai nomination and the
time until 1:45 p.m. be equally divided
prior to a cloture vote on the nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF AJIT PAI

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, today
we begin debate on a position in our
government that impacts the daily
lives of every single American. If you
use a telephone, connect to the inter-
net, watch television, and pay a big
cable company to do all of those
things, then you need to know who Ajit
Pai is.

President Trump nominated Ajit Pai
to be the Chairman of the Federal
Communications Commission. While
Ajit Pai has devoted many years to
public service, I cannot support his
nomination. Under Mr. Pai’s short ten-
ure, he has made the FCC stand for
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“forgetting consumers and competi-
tion.”

Let’s take a look at who is getting a
piece of the FCC pie under Chairman
Pai. It is American consumers on the
one hand versus big corporations on
the other hand. Let’s take a piece of
this pie and determine who is getting
that first slice of what is going on at
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion.

Let’s look at net neutrality. Net neu-
trality is the basic principle that says
that all internet traffic is treated
equal. Net neutrality ensures that
internet service providers like AT&T,
Charter, Verizon, and Comcast do not
block, slow down, censor, or prioritize
internet traffic.

If Ajit Pai gets his way, a handful of
big broadband companies will serve as
gatekeepers to the internet. Fewer
voices, less choice, no competition, but
more profits for the big broadband
companies—that is Pai’s formula. Yet
it is today’s net neutrality rules that
ensure that those with the best ideas,
not merely the best funded ideas, can
thrive in the 2lst-century economy. It
is net neutrality that has been the
internet’s chief governing principle
since its inception.

Consider that today essentially every
company is an internet company. In
2016, almost half of the venture capital
funds invested in this country went to-
ward internet-specific and software
companies. That is $25 billion of invest-
ment. Half of all venture capital in
America went toward internet-specific
and software companies—half of all
venture capital.

To meet America’s insatiable de-
mand for broadband internet, the U.S.
broadband and telecommunications in-
dustry invested more than $87 billion
in capital expenditures in 2015. That is
the highest rate of annual investment
in the last 10 years.

So we have hit a sweet spot. Invest-
ment in broadband and wireless tech-
nologies is very high. Job creation is
very high. Venture capital investment
in online startups is very high. That is
why more than 22 million Americans
wrote to the Federal Communications
Commission to make their voices heard
about net neutrality. They do not want
it repealed. Yet Chairman Pai’s pro-
posal would decimate the FCC’s open
internet order.

Chairman Pai has said: “We need to
fire up the weed whacker’” to net neu-
trality rules. Do we really want a lead-
er at the Federal Communications
Commission who, ultimately, is going
to implement the agenda of the big
broadband companies, which want to
crush competition, reduce choice, and
then make consumers pay more?

So the first slice of this pie of killing
net neutrality goes to the big corpora-
tions, and the losers are the con-
sumers.

Let’s go to the next slice of the FCC
pie. Let’s see where that goes as these
decisions are being made. The next
issue is, in fact, broadband privacy.
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Chairman Pai has actively supported
efforts to allow broadband providers to
use, share, and sell your sensitive in-
formation without consumer consent.
In 2016, Chairman Pai voted against
commonsense broadband privacy pro-
tections that gave consumers meaning-
ful control over their sensitive infor-
mation. When he assumed the FCC
chairmanship, Ajit Pai stopped the im-
plementation of data security protec-
tions, which would have ensured that
broadband providers better protect the
information they collect about their
users. Can you imagine that? Chairman
Pai stopped protections that would im-
prove data security.

I have 143 million reasons as to why
that was a bad idea. Just this month,
Equifax was subjected to a cyber at-
tack that compromised the personally
identifiable information of 143 million
consumers. The American public wants
more protection, not less. Yet what
does Chairman Pai do? He effectively
eliminates the very data security pro-
tections that consumers need to pro-
tect their sensitive information. That
is just plain wrong.

Just a few weeks later, Mr. Pai sup-
ported congressional Republicans’ ef-
forts to rescind the Federal Commu-
nications Commission’s broadband pri-
vacy protections. Now your broadband
provider can relentlessly collect and
sell your sensitive web browsing his-
tory without your consent.

You may wonder why Chairman Pai
would actively support efforts to un-
dermine the privacy of American con-
sumers. The answer is simple. He wants
that slice of the pie to go to the biggest
corporations. How do they use it? They
take that data—your personal data,
the information you put online—and
just sell it without your permission in
order to make money for the big cor-
porations. Once again, rather than con-
sumers, the big corporations get the
benefit of that decision at the Federal
Communications Commission.

Let’s take a look at the next issue.
The next issue goes to the question of
mergers, the mergers of big tele-
communications companies.

The Sinclair deal has led to a pro-
posal to merge with Tribune Media,
granting one company an unprece-
dented market power of over 200 broad-
cast stations around the country. In
order to help Sinclair, Ajit Pai rein-
stated what most consider to be an an-
tiquated rule, the UHF discount, to
pave the way for the merger. The UHF
discount makes the FCC count only
half of the stations on certain fre-
quencies toward companies’ ownership
percentages. This merger would allow
Sinclair to reach into 72 percent of
American households, but with the dis-
count, the FCC counts it as only 45 per-
cent. Putting this discount back on the
books is Chairman Pai’s first step to
helping Sinclair stay within the na-
tional ownership cap of 39 percent.

What will be the impact of this mas-
sive telecommunications mega-merger?
Less local news, sports, and weather
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that millions of Americans count on
today. It will lead to the continued
squeezing out of independent program-
mers, and it will mean higher prices for
consumers. What signal does approving
this merger reveal? It reveals that the
FCC and Ajit Pai have put out the wel-
come mat for the consolidation of
other communications companies.

So this third slice, once again, goes
to corporations and not to consumers.
They are left out in the cold.

Let’s look at the fourth slice and see
what happens with that at the Federal
Communications Commission under
the approval of Ajit Pai’s nomination
on the floor of the Senate. The next
slice is one that deals with the edu-
cation rate, or the E-rate.

The E-rate has proven to be excep-
tional in linking up schools and librar-
ies to the internet. We went from a
country in 1996 in which only 14 per-
cent of K-12 classrooms had internet
access to a near ubiquitous deployment
today. The E-rate has ensured that stu-
dents from working-class neighbor-
hoods can connect just like students
from more affluent communities. The
E-rate democratizes access to the op-
portunities and technologies that lead
to bright futures. Over $44 billion to
date has been committed nationwide.

Again, Ajit Pai does not take that
perspective. At his confirmation hear-
ing in July, I explicitly asked him
whether he would commit to pre-
serving the success of this bipartisan
program and protecting the funding
level or whether he would make pro-
grammatic changes that could under-
mine or weaken the E-rate. He would
not make this commitment to main-
tain current funding for E-rate.

Students and library users around
the country will not be able to afford
this slice of the pie. Once again, con-
sumers will lose and corporations will
win.

Now we go to the final slice of that
communications pie at the FCC.

Telecommunication is the great
equalizer, but a household with no ac-
cess to basic telecommunications serv-
ices could lose educational and employ-
ment opportunities as well as emer-
gency services. That is why the FCC’s
Lifeline Program is truly a lifeline for
millions of Americans who are able to
connect to the world. In Massachusetts
alone, more than 180,000 low-income
Bay Staters rely on the Lifeline Pro-
gram to access voice and internet serv-
ice.

The value of this universal service
has always been a bedrock of our tele-
communications policy. Yet one of Ajit
Pai’s first actions as FCC Chairman
was to undermine Lifeline and make it
more difficult for low-income people to
access affordable broadband. I was dis-
mayed by his decision to abruptly re-
voke the recognition of nine additional
companies as Lifeline broadband pro-
viders just weeks after they were ap-
proved. Mr. Pai’s action did nothing
but unfairly punish low-income con-
sumers by limiting choice.
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So the final slice, again, goes to the
Federal Communications Commission’s
supporting corporations and not sup-
porting consumers.

That is the pie—the FCC pie—as it is
put together on net neutrality, on pri-
vacy, on mergers, on E-rate, and on
Lifeline. It is all the same. The FCC
winds up standing for forgetting con-
sumers and competition. That is the
era that we are now in, and it will only
intensify as each day, week, and month
goes by. That is why I am recom-
mending a ‘‘no’’ vote on Ajit Pai as the
Chairman of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.

Which side are we going to be on—
that of the consumers or corporations?
Are we going to side with innovators?
Are we going to side with those who
are trying to continue to take these
platforms of dynamic change in our so-
ciety for consumers, for entrepreneurs
or are we going to allow for a closing of
this revolution?

This is the era in which we live in the
21st century. This is the choice that
people must make. In which direction
are we going?

I urge a ‘‘no” vote by my colleagues
on Ajit Pai’s nomination. Of all of the
things that we are going to do this
year, this is very near the top of the
list. In many ways, this telecommuni-
cations revolution is the organizing
principle of our lives here in the United
States and around the planet, and we
have to make sure that we are heading
in the right direction—more openness,
more competition, more consumer pro-
tection, more privacy protection, and
more access in libraries and schools to
these technologies, not fewer and fewer
and fewer and fewer. It is just the
wrong direction to head in. I urge a
“no” vote.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FIiscHER). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

PUERTO RICO AND U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
RECOVERY EFFORT AND FAA REAUTHORIZATION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
the people of Puerto Rico and the Vir-
gin Islands have been hit especially
hard by powerful hurricanes. As I said
earlier this week, the Senate will con-
tinue to work with FEMA, the Depart-
ment of Defense, and the rest of the ad-
ministration to help in the recovery,
just as we have in Texas, Florida, and
across the Southeast. We are eager to
hear more soon about what additional
resources will be necessary.

The American people are stepping up,
too, just as they always do, and so are
the brave men and women of our mili-
tary.
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