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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 27, 2017 at 2:15 p.m., to hold a
hearing entitled ‘“Nominations.”
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, September
27, 2017, at 10 a.m., in order to conduct
a hearing titled ‘‘Threats to the Home-
land.”
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 27, 2017, in room 628 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building, at 2:30 p.m.,
to conduct an oversight hearing on
“The GAO Reports on Human Traf-
ficking of Native Americans in the
United States.”
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 at 3
p.m., in 428A Russell Senate Office
Building to conduct a hearing entitled
“An Early Review of SBA’s Response
to the 2017 Hurricanes.”
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 27, 2017, at 10 a.m., in SR-418, to
conduct a hearing titled, ‘‘#BeThere:
What More Can Be Done to Prevent
Veteran Suicide?”’

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Jessica Rosenblatt, be granted privi-
leges of the floor for the remainder of
the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Caroline
Normile, an AAAS fellow in my office,
be granted floor privileges for the re-
mainder of this Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Scott
Litzelman, a legislative fellow in my
office, be given floor privileges for the
remainder of this Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
S. RES. 114—PRINT CORRECTION

On Tuesday, September 26, 2017, the
Senate adopted S. Res. 114, as amended,
with its preamble, as amended. The
corrected text is as follows:

S. REs. 114

Whereas Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan,
and Yemen are all in famine, pre-famine, or
at risk of famine in 2017;
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Whereas according to the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), 20,000,000 people are at risk
of starvation this year in Nigeria, Somalia,
South Sudan, and Yemen;

Whereas, on March 22, 2017, Mr. Yves
Daccord, the Director-General of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, testi-
fied before Congress that the crisis rep-
resents ‘‘one of the most critical humani-
tarian issues to face mankind since the end
of the Second World War” and warned that
“‘we are at the brink of a humanitarian
mega-crisis unprecedented in recent his-
tory”’;

Whereas according to the United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID), “[m]ore than 5.1 million people
face severe food insecurity in northeastern
Nigeria’’;

Whereas according to USAID, ‘“An esti-
mated 6.2 million people—more than half of
Somalia’s total population—currently re-
quire urgent humanitarian assistance.”’;

Whereas according to USAID, ‘“An esti-
mated 5.5 million people—nearly half of
South Sudan’s population—will face life
threatening hunger by July.”’;

Whereas according to USAID, in Yemen,
‘““More than seventeen million people—an as-
tounding 60% of the country’s population—
are food insecure, including seven million
people who are unable to survive without
food assistance.”’;

Whereas according to the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), ‘“‘[s]Jome 22 mil-
lion children have been left hungry, sick, dis-
placed and out of school in the four coun-
tries” and ‘‘Nearly 1.4 million are at immi-
nent risk of death this year from severe mal-
nutrition.”’;

Whereas the humanitarian crises in each of
these regions are, to varying degrees, man-
made and preventable—exacerbated by
armed conflict and deliberate restrictions on
humanitarian access;

Whereas parties to the conflicts, including
even some government forces, have harassed,
attacked, and killed humanitarian workers,
blocked and hindered humanitarian access,
and continue to deprive the world’s most
hungry people of the food they need;

Whereas humanitarian actors, coordinated
by OCHA, have appealed for $5,600,000,000 in
2017 to address famines in Yemen, South
Sudan, Nigeria, and Somalia; and

Whereas Mr. Daccord testified before Con-
gress on March 22, 2017, ““‘Our main message
is clear: immediate, decisive action is needed
to prevent vast numbers of people starving
to death.””: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE.

It is the sense of the Senate that—

(1) an urgent and comprehensive inter-
national diplomatic effort is necessary to ad-
dress obstacles in Nigeria, Somalia, South
Sudan, and Yemen that are preventing hu-
manitarian aid from being delivered to mil-
lions of people who desperately need it;

(2) the United States should encourage
other governments to join in providing the
resources necessary to address the humani-
tarian crises in Nigeria, Somalia, South
Sudan, and Yemen;

(3) parties to the conflicts in Nigeria, So-
malia, South Sudan, and Yemen should allow
and facilitate rapid and unimpeded passage
of humanitarian relief for civilians in need
and respect and protect humanitarian and
medical relief personnel and objects;

(4) the United States, working with inter-
national partners, should support efforts to
hold accountable those responsible for delib-
erate restrictions on humanitarian access in
Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan, and Yemen;
and
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(5) the contributions of charities, non-prof-
it organizations, religious organizations, and
businesses of the United States have an im-
portant role in addressing humanitarian cri-
ses.

SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this resolution shall be con-
strued as a declaration of war or authoriza-
tion to use force.

———————

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS EXPIRING AUTHORITIES
ACT OF 2017

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3819, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3819) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend certain expiring pro-
visions of law administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3819) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

BANKRUPTCY JUDGESHIP ACT OF
2017

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 2266
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2266) to amend title 28 of the
United States Code to authorize the appoint-
ment of additional bankruptcy judges, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Grassley
substitute amendment be considered
and agreed to; that the bill, as amend-
ed, be considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1106) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 2266), as amended, was
passed.
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NATIONAL PROSTATE CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 269, submitted earlier

today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 269) designating Sep-
tember 2017 as ‘‘National Prostate Cancer
Awareness Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

269) was

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session for the
consideration of Executive Calendar
No. 349; that the nomination be con-
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firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that no further motions be in
order; that any statements related to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

IN THE MARINE CORPS

The following named officer for reappoint-
ment as the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and appointment in the United States
Marine Corps to the grade indicated while
assigned to a position of importance and re-
sponsibility under title 10, U.S.C., sections
152 and 601:

To be general

Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, Jr.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 28, 2017

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, Sep-
tember 28; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
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use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Erickson nomination, with
the time until the cloture vote equally
divided between the two leaders or
their designees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:23 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
September 28, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate September 27, 2017:
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

HEATH P. TARBERT, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MAKAN DELRAHIM, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT ATTORNEY GENERAL.

IN THE MARINE CORPS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR REAPPOINT-
MENT AS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF
STAFF AND APPOINTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS TO THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED
TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 152 AND 601:

To be general
GEN. JOSEPH F. DUNFORD, JR.
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