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had our signing ceremony, and that 
was history. 

That is 1 of 45—some Executive or-
ders—and 1 of 14 successful CRA resolu-
tions. In addition to the CRA resolu-
tions, President Trump has signed 45 
Executive orders with the goal of re-
ducing redtape and cutting back on 
harmful administrative redtape. 

Thanks to our colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle for changing the 
Senate rules because, with their help, 
President Trump and a Republican-led 
Senate have been able to confirm one 
of the most conservative Cabinets in 
history, and they have been working to 
implement the President’s pro-busi-
ness, pro-jobs, pro-economic growth 
policy. 

If you want to see the effect that this 
administration is having, you need 
only to look at the energy industry. Of 
course, that is to say nothing about the 
fact that we now have a great conserv-
ative judge. But when you look at the 
energy industry, it has been under at-
tack for 8 years. 

Within weeks after taking office, the 
Army Corps of Engineers under the 
Trump administration approved an 
easement for the Dakota Access Pipe-
line that had been withheld by the 
Obama administration because of noth-
ing more than political pressure from 
the far left. 

The next month, the State Depart-
ment issued a crossborder permit for 
the Keystone Pipeline. Again, the per-
mit had been withheld purely for polit-
ical far-left reasons. 

Later the same month, the Depart-
ment of the Interior lifted the coal 
leasing ban that the Obama adminis-
tration had placed on Federal land. 
Federal lands have about 40 percent of 
the coal production in the United 
States, so that was just devastating to 
that industry. It was a killer. 

Another notable win for energy came 
just last week out of the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission; that is, 
FERC. FERC was without a forum 
from February until mid-August, cre-
ating a backlog and delaying $50 mil-
lion of energy infrastructure projects 
from moving forward. The new forum 
has quickly gone to work to address 
that backlog, improving pipelines and 
power agreements. 

However, a decision made last week 
has clearly sent a message that Amer-
ica’s energy sector is open for business 
again. For years, New York State had 
been delaying consideration of water 
certifications that are required for 
FERC approval to allow construction 
of several federally approved pipelines. 

The Millennium Pipeline, in par-
ticular, would take natural gas 9 miles 
from one pipeline to a natural gas-fired 
electric plant, providing clean, cheap, 
natural gas power in New York State. 
It was delayed and denied certification 
simply because, again, the radical left 
doesn’t want it. 

Last week, FERC took the authority 
granted to them under the Clean Water 
Act to override New York State’s de-

nial of certification because New York 
had waived their authority under the 
law. 

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act 
says that if a State ‘‘refuses to act on 
a request for a certification within a 
reasonable time period (which shall not 
exceed 1 year) after the receipt of such 
request, the certification requirements 
. . . shall be waived with respect to 
such Federal application.’’ 

With environmentalists increasingly 
urging States like New York, New Jer-
sey, and Virginia to block pipelines by 
delaying or withholding otherwise 
valid certifications, these States are 
interfering with interstate commerce, 
a role that is clearly within the pur-
view of the Federal Government. 

I applaud the administration for the 
progress they have made and the inde-
pendent agencies for taking a stand 
against the gamesmanship of the rad-
ical left, environmentalist groups, and 
those who do their bidding by using 
loopholes and their official authority 
to block valid, compliant energy 
projects from safely transporting 
cheaper and cleaner energy across 
State lines. 

When the government works with in-
dustry, not against it, we start to see 
companies unleash investments across 
the country. In fact, the economy has 
picked up since Trump and his admin-
istration have come into office with 
the economy growing 3 percent in just 
the second quarter, which is the first 
full quarter under the administration, 
and the fastest pace of growth in 2 
years, according to the website called 
CNN Money. 

Each nomination, confirmation, or 
policy directive of President Trump 
and the Republican-led Congress sig-
nals to the business community and 
American workers that America is 
open for business again. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with my colleagues to address our en-
ergy industry’s needs so that private 
investors can be utilized to deliver 
American products to American con-
sumers around the world. Just this 
week, I introduced a bill to address the 
known bottleneck issues that add un-
necessary delays in the FERC permit-
ting process by identifying partici-
pating agencies early in the process 
and providing contract reviews and 
providing transparency. This is some-
thing that is just common sense. 

I thank very much Senator KING and 
his staff for working with me and my 
staff on this legislation, and I hope my 
colleagues will join us in getting these 
reforms into law. 

I bring this up only because you 
would never know that this is progress 
that is being made in the economy 
through the Trump administration. 
Somehow that report has yet to get 
through. 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID BOREN 
Mr. President, I have another thing 

in mind. A lot of people who have been 
around in this Senate for a while re-
member the name of David Boren. 

David Boren is from my State of Okla-
homa. He was a Senator here for quite 
some period of time. He went on to be 
the president of Oklahoma University. 

I am kind of excited about recog-
nizing him, especially because David 
Boren and I, in 1967—before any of you 
guys were born—were elected to the 
State legislature in the State of Okla-
homa. This is kind of funny because, at 
that time, people thought of Oklahoma 
as being a red State. Let me tell you, 
it wasn’t a red State then. We had a 
House of Representatives of 100 people, 
and only 7 of us were Republicans; the 
rest were Democrats. 

The way it is set up in the House of 
Representatives in Oklahoma—it is 
still true today, I believe—you have 
two members per desk. They would 
have two Democrats at one desk, two 
Republicans at one desk. Well, it came 
out uneven, so the only integrated desk 
was ours, that of David Boren, who was 
a Democrat, and I, who was a Repub-
lican. 

It is kind of interesting also that the 
first thing we did—keep in mind, this 
was right after we took office in Janu-
ary of 1967. We came to Washington. 
We thought we were really important 
at that time. We were going to testify 
before a committee. That committee 
was called the Environment and Public 
Works Committee. I don’t remember 
his name, but he was a very popular 
Democrat from West Virginia. He was, 
I think, the chairman of that com-
mittee. 

I remember standing up and testi-
fying before that as a junior Senator 
from the State of Oklahoma. I really 
thought I was something. I will tell my 
colleagues what I was testifying about. 
It was right after the Johnson adminis-
tration, and I was protesting Lady 
Bird’s Highway Beautification Act of 
1965—taking private property away 
from people and all that. 

It is interesting because David Boren 
and I were testifying before that com-
mittee way back in January of 1967, 
and I ended up chairing that same com-
mittee just a few years later. So that 
was the beginning. 

Anyway, it was kind of interesting 
because David Boren being a Democrat 
and myself being a Republican and 
coming from a very strong, almost en-
tirely Democratic State, we had an in-
dividual who is the—I can’t remember 
his name—he was secretary of the 
treasury for the State of Oklahoma. So 
we started introducing the reforms. All 
the reforms in that decade were the 
product of David Boren, Democrat, and 
Republican JIM INHOFE. None of them 
ever passed, but we introduced all of 
these things. 

So we put together a plan. We had a 
Governor at that time—it is not nec-
essary to mention his name. He was a 
corrupt Governor, and he ended up in 
the penitentiary. We put together a 
plan of how to get him out of office. I 
would run for Governor as a Repub-
lican, I would win my nomination, and 
he would run for Governor as a Demo-
crat, and of course he most likely 
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would lose—he was running against a 
very popular Democrat. Anyway, as it 
turned out, he won. Coming from a 
solid Democratic State, I can remem-
ber calling him up and saying: What do 
we do now? I think I was best advised 
to just go out of town until the cam-
paign was over. 

Anyway, we spent time together, and 
we had a great time. David did a great 
job as the University of Oklahoma’s 
president. He would actually teach 
classes. He always put students first. 
So he did a great job. 

I would say that it is fitting that he 
announced his retirement this year be-
cause this is his 50th year of public 
service, and he leaves a legacy of dedi-
cation and hard work and public serv-
ice. His influence has shaped Oklahoma 
more than I think he ever thought he 
could. His daddy was Lyle Boren, who 
was a very popular Democratic House 
Member for a long period of time, and 
we all at that time became very close 
friends. 

I don’t think there has been a man 
who loved Oklahoma more and served 
our State more faithfully than David 
Boren. 

God bless you, David Boren. Enjoy 
your retirement. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AFFORDABLE COLLEGE TEXTBOOK 
ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, text-
book costs are one of the most over-
looked barriers to college affordability 
and access, and they are continuing to 
get more expensive. 

Over the last decade, 2006 to 2016, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer 
Price Index shows that consumer prices 
for college textbooks increased almost 
90 percent. It means students have to 
spend more every year. In 2016 to 2017, 
the College Board recommended that 
students budget an average of $1,250 for 
their books. 

A survey released by the Student 
Public Interest Research Group re-
ported that 65 percent of students de-
cided not to buy a textbook because of 

the cost, and 94 percent of those stu-
dents worried it would hurt their 
grade. 

This week, I joined with Senators AL 
FRANKEN and ANGUS KING and Rep-
resentatives JARED POLIS and KYRSTEN 
SINEMA to reintroduce the Affordable 
College Textbook Act. This bill would 
establish a grant program to encourage 
the creation and use of high-quality 
open textbooks which are free to use. 
Greater access to and widespread use of 
these open textbooks can save each 
student who uses one hundreds of dol-
lars, and, long term, it puts pressure on 
the traditional college textbook mar-
ket to come up with affordable alter-
natives. 

My home State of Illinois provides an 
example of how this bill would work. 
The University of Illinois used $150,000 
in Federal money to pilot an open text-
book project at its main campus. The 
university, working With faculty, de-
veloped an open textbook, ‘‘Sustain-
ability: A Comprehensive Foundation.’’ 
This textbook was published electroni-
cally for free and open use. You can go 
online today and find it. 

Instead of a student having to shell 
out $150 or more for his or her intro-
ductory environmental sustainability 
class, he or she can use this free online 
book. That is a direct savings to a stu-
dent every time a professor assigns this 
text in place of a traditional textbook. 
Today it is saving students money in 
Illinois, but also across the country at 
other colleges and universities where it 
has been adopted by faculty into their 
curriculum. 

I would again like to thank my col-
leagues, Senators AL FRANKEN and 
ANGUS KING, for joining me in this ef-
fort I would also like to thank the wide 
variety of organizations that support 
this bill, including the U.S. PIRG, 
SPARC, National Association of Big 
Ten Students, National Association of 
College Stores, American Association 
of Community Colleges, United Negro 
College Fund, and others. 

Mr. President, I hope that my col-
leagues in Congress will join us in sup-
porting this bill to create a program at 
the Federal level to encourage the cre-
ation and adoption of these materials. 
In the meantime, I hope students 
across the country will reach out to 
their professors and have this con-
versation with them. Ask them to 
adopt these free, quality materials that 
are available today. 

f 

FUNDING FOR SAFE, PUBLIC 
LATRINES IN AFRICA AND ASIA 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, in the 
year 2017, when some people live in ex-
travagant homes with half a dozen or a 
dozen bathrooms with marble floors 
and the latest fixtures, an estimated 
2.5 billion people live in squalor with 
no access to modern sanitation. One 
billion people have no access to la-
trines and defecate in the open, like 
our ancestors did thousands of years 
ago. 

The United States spends about $400 
million a year on water supply and 
sanitation programs worldwide, pursu-
ant to the Senator Paul Simon Water 
for the Poor Act of 2005. One of our late 
colleague’s many public policy con-
tributions was his focus on pressing 
issues such as the growing scarcity of 
clean water sources—even in our own 
country—and the preventable suffering 
that comes from poor sanitation. His 
book, ‘‘Tapped Out,’’ is another con-
tribution he made to greater under-
standing of these challenges. The law 
named for him requires the Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
and other U.S. Government agencies, 
to develop and implement a strategy to 
provide affordable and equitable access 
to safe water and sanitation in devel-
oping countries. 

For the past several years, the Con-
gress has directed that $14 million of 
those funds be used specifically to de-
sign and build safe, public latrines in 
Africa and Asia. Our purpose has been 
to help reduce the risk to woman and 
girls, particularly in rural areas in 
these countries, who are often as-
saulted at night or subjected to humil-
iation and harassment, due to the lack 
of safe and accessible latrines. 

Unfortunately, USAID has not uti-
lized these funds as effectively as we 
intended, and the fiscal year 2018 De-
partment of State and Foreign Oper-
ations appropriations bill, which was 
reported unanimously by the Senate 
Appropriations Committee on Sep-
tember 7, specifies that not less than 
$15 million shall be made available ‘‘to 
support initiatives by local commu-
nities in Africa and Asia to build and 
maintain safe, public latrines.’’ 

What we intend is not rocket science. 
Today communities in Africa and Asia, 
often with the assistance of small local 
or U.S. nongovernmental organizations 
like the Advocacy Project, are building 
low-cost, easy to maintain, public la-
trines. Something as basic as a latrine 
can transform a community, particu-
larly for women and girls. Not only 
does it reduce their vulnerability to as-
sault, it reduces the obvious health 
problems caused by open defecation. It 
also increases girls’ access to edu-
cation, if there are latrines for girls at 
schools. The cost of such projects can 
be as little as a few hundred dollars, 
particularly when members of the com-
munity volunteer their labor. Just as 
important as the design and construc-
tion is a plan for community members 
to regularly maintain the latrines and 
to educate the local population—men, 
women, and children—on their use. 

Access to water and sanitation are 
fundamental to social and economic 
development. The lack of safe drinking 
water and proper sanitation, coupled 
with poor hygiene, are leading causes 
of sickness and death worldwide. Near-
ly 1,000 children under age 5 die each 
day from diarrhea caused by contami-
nated water and from poor sanitation 
and hygiene. There are few ways to 
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