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Rico’s economy, and they ought to be
extended with any disaster relief pack-
age in order to give workers and busi-
nesses certainty and predictability.
This includes tax incentives for pro-
ducing goods in Puerto Rico and re-
bates for taxes on exported rum. In my
view, if this is done properly and laid
out in a proactive way, it will give pre-
dictability for the future and make a
difference—an important difference to
a lot of people on the job.

It is also vital to get Puerto Rico’s
electric grid up and running and pro-
vide power generators in the mean-
time. This isn’t simply a matter of re-
charging phones or turning televisions
back on for news updates. Going with-
out power is life-threatening. Perish-
able food goes bad. Those with diabetes
can’t refrigerate their insulin. Hos-
pitals have a difficult time running es-
sential medical equipment, like dialy-
sis machines or heart monitors. Air
conditioners are useless, which is espe-
cially dangerous for kids and seniors
given the hot, humid temperatures and
the limited supply of safe water.

Another necessary step is to help en-
sure that Puerto Rico and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands receive assistance as quick-
ly as possible, and that would include a
short-term waiver of the Jones Act.
The Jones Act is an important policy
for ensuring a vibrant U.S. maritime
industry and for our national defense.
But in times of disaster it is more im-
portant to get supplies to the impacted
areas as quickly as possible. The gov-
ernment has granted such a waiver in
Houston and Florida, and it is, in my
view, beyond comprehension that they
haven’t done the same thing for Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands.

Finally, the administration needs to
mount a full-court press to rebuild the
islands’ roads, ports, and airports. Once
aid arrives, it is useless if you can’t get
it out to those who need it most.

As several of my colleagues and I
wrote to the President today, our mili-
tary is uniquely qualified to help Puer-
to Rico meet some of its critical recov-
ery needs. That includes construction
battalions that can repair power and
surface transportation infrastructure.

I close by saying that the people of
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands are
desperate for our help. This situation is
extreme. Congress and the administra-
tion need to act as soon as possible.
The cleanup from Maria and Irma is
just the beginning. The fact is that
these megastorms, fueled by global
warming, are going to Kkeep coming,
even after the power is restored and
the storm damage from Maria and Irma
is repaired. There is going to be a lot of
work necessary to reverse years of
struggle and build up Puerto Rico’s
economy and infrastructure.

Coming to the aid of our fellow
Americans at a time of crisis, in my
view, is at the very core of being Amer-
icans. At home, I call it ‘‘the Oregon
way.”” Our natural disaster this sum-
mer was wildfires. Recently, I was out
visiting fire camps that stretched from
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our northern border with Washington
State to our southern border with Cali-
fornia and many points in between. I
met people helping Oregon fight fire
from all over the United States. I met
Floridians who were there the weekend
Irma hit Florida. They were there to
help Oregonians deal with fire, when
they and their families were worried
about what Irma was going to do to
Florida.

Colleagues, I close simply by way of
saying that we should expect no less in
our efforts here in the Senate to help
our fellow Americans in Puerto Rico
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The Amer-
ican people now have to be part of a
mobilization to bring together the
enormous resources in the Federal
Government to help when disaster
strikes. It is a matter of basic fairness
and humanity to help protect and re-
store these American citizens and
lands.

I yield the floor.

I thank the Senator from Oklahoma
for his courtesy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
DAINES). The Senator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, first of
all, let me say to the Senator from Or-
egon that help is on its way. It is a
very difficult thing because we don’t
have any idea how long this is going to
last. When you stop to think about a
land that is in the tropics not having
electricity, it is something that is hard
to imagination and to get arms around
the devastation that takes place. I ap-
preciate the fact that he has brought
that up.

WORK OF THE ADMINISTRATION

Mr. President, when I watch the
news, I can’t help but see that the
media is showing a kind of picture of
Washington that really doesn’t exist.
The news would have the public believe
that there is a lot of dysfunction in the
administration, and nothing is getting
done. But I can share some examples of
how the government has been working
to get America back in business.

In my former life, I participated for
some 20 years or longer in a free enter-
prise business. I was making money. 1
was losing money. I was hiring people,
doing what I thought Americans were
supposed to be doing. All that time, the
major problem I had was the obstruc-
tion of the Federal Government. One of
the reasons I actually ran in the first
place was to try to save the free enter-
prise system. I never dreamed that we
would end up with an administration—
as well-meaning as the Obama adminis-
tration was—that would be putting
people out of business.

During the last administration, the
Obama administration, new rules were
created that had no purpose but to
hinder economic growth. In fact, Presi-
dent Obama is the first President since
Hoover not to hit a 3-percent GDP
growth in any year of his Presidency.

With every industry coming under
scrutiny from every regulatory agency,
President Obama added more regula-
tions to the Federal Register than any
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other President in history. Businesses
are complying with regulations, cost-
ing in the neighborhood of $2 trillion.
You have to keep in mind that when
you hear the businesses and corpora-
tions are paying this, it is not the busi-
nesses that are paying it. It is the pub-
lic—the people who are out there, and
they, through increased costs of goods
and services or through taxes, are pay-
ing it.

I heard an alarming figure the other
day that some 65 percent of the people
in America—this is a poll that is about
a week old—are opposed to any stop-
ping of regulations in corporations. Yet
they are the very ones who are paying
for this fun they are having.

This administration has tried to do
something about all the overregula-
tion, all the rules that the previous ad-
ministration had put in place. There
are two ways you can do this. One is
through Executive orders. People know
what those are; that is, the President
coming along and giving an Executive
order that will undo damage that was
done by a previous Executive order im-
posing a new rule on America. That has
been taking place.

At the same time, the other way of
doing it is through a CRA resolution.
Not many people know what a CRA
resolution is. A CRA resolution is a
Congressional Review Act resolution.
It started about 20 years ago and has
never been used until this administra-
tion. What it does is say that if you
have up to 30 Members of the Senate,
you can get a CRA resolution against a
rule that some administration has put
in place in a certain time period. It is
the way people who are elected to of-
fice, accountable to the people, can get
things done and be answerable to the
people, as opposed to an unelected bu-
reaucrat who is out there imposing
hardships and rules on the public.

Actually, this administration came
in, and they passed 14 Congressional
Review Act resolutions; that is, 14 in
the first few weeks, actually. The sav-
ings from repeal of these 14 regulations
were estimated to be $3.7 billion in
costs and 4.2 million hours of paper-
work, the most expensive of which—
this is kind of interesting because I in-
troduced a CRA resolution. It happens
to be that mine was the first one to
pass. So I had the first signing cere-
mony with our new President Trump
during the initial days of his adminis-
tration.

The rule was imposed by the Obama
administration. It was one that would
force domestic oil and gas companies
to release all of the information they
had in formulating their estimates and
their bids in competition with maybe
China or other countries, and it was
putting our domestic oil and gas com-
panies at a competitive disadvantage.
This was all part of the Obama war on
fossil fuels. Everyone knows that fossil
fuels are oil, coal, and gas, and this was
an effort to do that. We introduced a
resolution repealing that. It was a CRA
resolution, and it was successful. We
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had our signing ceremony,
was history.

That is 1 of 45—some Executive or-
ders—and 1 of 14 successful CRA resolu-
tions. In addition to the CRA resolu-
tions, President Trump has signed 45
Executive orders with the goal of re-
ducing redtape and cutting back on
harmful administrative redtape.

Thanks to our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle for changing the
Senate rules because, with their help,
President Trump and a Republican-led
Senate have been able to confirm one
of the most conservative Cabinets in
history, and they have been working to
implement the President’s pro-busi-
ness, pro-jobs, pro-economic growth
policy.

If you want to see the effect that this
administration is having, you need
only to look at the energy industry. Of
course, that is to say nothing about the
fact that we now have a great conserv-
ative judge. But when you look at the
energy industry, it has been under at-
tack for 8 years.

Within weeks after taking office, the
Army Corps of Engineers under the
Trump administration approved an
easement for the Dakota Access Pipe-
line that had been withheld by the
Obama administration because of noth-
ing more than political pressure from
the far left.

The next month, the State Depart-
ment issued a crossborder permit for
the Keystone Pipeline. Again, the per-
mit had been withheld purely for polit-
ical far-left reasons.

Later the same month, the Depart-
ment of the Interior lifted the coal
leasing ban that the Obama adminis-
tration had placed on Federal land.
Federal lands have about 40 percent of
the coal production in the TUnited
States, so that was just devastating to
that industry. It was a killer.

Another notable win for energy came
just last week out of the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission; that is,
FERC. FERC was without a forum
from February until mid-August, cre-
ating a backlog and delaying $50 mil-
lion of energy infrastructure projects
from moving forward. The new forum
has quickly gone to work to address
that backlog, improving pipelines and
power agreements.

However, a decision made last week
has clearly sent a message that Amer-
ica’s energy sector is open for business
again. For years, New York State had
been delaying consideration of water
certifications that are required for
FERC approval to allow construction
of several federally approved pipelines.

The Millennium Pipeline, in par-
ticular, would take natural gas 9 miles
from one pipeline to a natural gas-fired
electric plant, providing clean, cheap,
natural gas power in New York State.
It was delayed and denied certification
simply because, again, the radical left
doesn’t want it.

Last week, FERC took the authority
granted to them under the Clean Water
Act to override New York State’s de-

and that
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nial of certification because New York
had waived their authority under the
law.

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act
says that if a State ‘‘refuses to act on
a request for a certification within a
reasonable time period (which shall not
exceed 1 year) after the receipt of such
request, the certification requirements

. shall be waived with respect to
such Federal application.”

With environmentalists increasingly
urging States like New York, New Jer-
sey, and Virginia to block pipelines by
delaying or withholding otherwise
valid certifications, these States are
interfering with interstate commerce,
a role that is clearly within the pur-
view of the Federal Government.

I applaud the administration for the
progress they have made and the inde-
pendent agencies for taking a stand
against the gamesmanship of the rad-
ical left, environmentalist groups, and
those who do their bidding by using
loopholes and their official authority
to block wvalid, compliant energy
projects from safely transporting
cheaper and cleaner energy across
State lines.

When the government works with in-
dustry, not against it, we start to see
companies unleash investments across
the country. In fact, the economy has
picked up since Trump and his admin-
istration have come into office with
the economy growing 3 percent in just
the second quarter, which is the first
full quarter under the administration,
and the fastest pace of growth in 2
years, according to the website called
CNN Money.

Each nomination, confirmation, or
policy directive of President Trump
and the Republican-led Congress sig-
nals to the business community and
American workers that America is
open for business again.

I look forward to continuing to work
with my colleagues to address our en-
ergy industry’s needs so that private
investors can be utilized to deliver
American products to American con-
sumers around the world. Just this
week, I introduced a bill to address the
known bottleneck issues that add un-
necessary delays in the FERC permit-
ting process by identifying partici-
pating agencies early in the process
and providing contract reviews and
providing transparency. This is some-
thing that is just common sense.

I thank very much Senator KING and
his staff for working with me and my
staff on this legislation, and I hope my
colleagues will join us in getting these
reforms into law.

I bring this up only because you
would never know that this is progress
that is being made in the economy
through the Trump administration.
Somehow that report has yet to get
through.

TRIBUTE TO DAVID BOREN

Mr. President, I have another thing
in mind. A lot of people who have been
around in this Senate for a while re-
member the name of David Boren.
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David Boren is from my State of Okla-
homa. He was a Senator here for quite
some period of time. He went on to be
the president of Oklahoma University.

I am kind of excited about recog-
nizing him, especially because David
Boren and I, in 1967—Dbefore any of you
guys were born—were elected to the
State legislature in the State of Okla-
homa. This is kind of funny because, at
that time, people thought of Oklahoma
as being a red State. Let me tell you,
it wasn’t a red State then. We had a
House of Representatives of 100 people,
and only 7 of us were Republicans; the
rest were Democrats.

The way it is set up in the House of
Representatives in Oklahoma—it is
still true today, I believe—you have
two members per desk. They would
have two Democrats at one desk, two
Republicans at one desk. Well, it came
out uneven, so the only integrated desk
was ours, that of David Boren, who was
a Democrat, and I, who was a Repub-
lican.

It is kind of interesting also that the
first thing we did—keep in mind, this
was right after we took office in Janu-
ary of 1967. We came to Washington.
We thought we were really important
at that time. We were going to testify
before a committee. That committee
was called the Environment and Public
Works Committee. I don’t remember
his name, but he was a very popular
Democrat from West Virginia. He was,
I think, the chairman of that com-
mittee.

I remember standing up and testi-
fying before that as a junior Senator
from the State of Oklahoma. I really
thought I was something. I will tell my
colleagues what I was testifying about.
It was right after the Johnson adminis-
tration, and I was protesting Lady
Bird’s Highway Beautification Act of
1966—taking private property away
from people and all that.

It is interesting because David Boren
and I were testifying before that com-
mittee way back in January of 1967,
and I ended up chairing that same com-
mittee just a few years later. So that
was the beginning.

Anyway, it was Kkind of interesting
because David Boren being a Democrat
and myself being a Republican and
coming from a very strong, almost en-
tirely Democratic State, we had an in-
dividual who is the—I can’t remember
his name—he was secretary of the
treasury for the State of Oklahoma. So
we started introducing the reforms. All
the reforms in that decade were the
product of David Boren, Democrat, and
Republican JIM INHOFE. None of them
ever passed, but we introduced all of
these things.

So we put together a plan. We had a
Governor at that time—it is not nec-
essary to mention his name. He was a
corrupt Governor, and he ended up in
the penitentiary. We put together a
plan of how to get him out of office. I
would run for Governor as a Repub-
lican, I would win my nomination, and
he would run for Governor as a Demo-
crat, and of course he most likely
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