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the session of the 1156th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, September 26,
2017 from 2 p.m., in room SH-219 of the
Senate Hart Office Building to hold a
Closed Member Roundtable.
COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION, PROD-
UCT SAFETY, INSURANCE, AND DATA SECURITY
The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253
of the Russell Senate Office Building.
The Committee will hold Sub-
committee Hearing on “FTC Stake-
holder Perspectives: Reform Proposals
to Improve Fairness, Innovation and
Consumer Welfare.”

————————

HURRICANES HARVEY, IRMA, AND
MARIA EDUCATION RELIEF ACT
OF 2017

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I would
like to address a bill that was actually
recommended to me by the chairman
of the Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions Committee, Senator ALEX-
ANDER. I appreciate his bringing this
matter to my attention. I will explain
what it does in a moment.

Basically, it deals with the edu-
cational impact of hurricanes on our
population, whether they be in Texas,
whether they be in Florida, or whether
they be in Puerto Rico. I think it is im-
portant, as the Presiding Officer knows
in his having been to Puerto Rico re-
cently, that we deal with all of these
hurricanes and their aftermaths in a
similar and combined and joint fash-
ion.

This legislation is called the Hurri-
canes Harvey, Irma, and Maria Edu-
cation Relief Act of 2017, and it has
three vital hurricane relief-related pur-
poses.

First, it provides the Secretary of
Education with the authority to waive
Federal matching requirements for two
campus-based aid programs under the
Higher Education Act. First is the Fed-
eral Supplemental Educational Oppor-
tunity Grant Program. Second is the
Federal Work-Study Program. Notably,
in my State, 18 campuses of higher edu-
cation will be eligible for the waiver of
Federal matching requirements. If not
passed before September 30, which is on
Saturday, if I am not mistaken, these
matching funds will no longer be avail-
able. So this is a rare window of oppor-
tunity for us. As I said, this waiver of
authority and relief was also done fol-
lowing Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and
Sandy, I believe.

No. 2, the bill requires the Secretary
to reallocate any remaining supple-
mental educational opportunity grant
or Federal work study funds from the
2016 and 2017 award years to colleges
and universities located in hurricane-
impacted areas. Currently, this second
amount totals $17.5 million, and if it is
not used by the end of September, like
these matching funds, it will no longer
be available. These funds provide finan-
cial aid to students who have been
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harmed by the hurricanes at those
schools.

Finally, the third thing this bill will
do is restore the equitable distribution
to all schools in the Project School
Emergency Response to Violence Pro-
gram.

These grants go to schools to assist
recovery following a crisis. They can be
used for a wide variety of activities, in-
cluding mental health assessments,
emergency transportation needs, and
increased costs for teacher overtime.
My State alone can be expected to sub-
mit applications for this funding next
week, and over 14,000 campuses would
be eligible. Obviously, given the lim-
ited funds, not all of them will receive
the maximum they could, but the point
is, this is a widely needed and impor-
tant source of funds for those 14,000
campuses in Texas alone. Previously,
Louisiana, New Jersey, New York, and
Connecticut all received these funds
after Katrina and Sandy.

Colleagues, Congress needs to act or
we will forgo our opportunity to use all
three categories of these funds since, as
I said, the time expires next Saturday.

When so many people in my home
State of Texas and States such as Lou-
isiana and Florida and places such as
Puerto Rico are dealing with the after-
math of devastating hurricanes, we
cannot allow this opportunity to go to
waste.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. 1866, intro-
duced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1866) to provide the Secretary of
Education with waiver authority for the re-
allocation rules and authority to extend the
deadline by which funds have to be reallo-
cated in the campus-based aid programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965 due
to Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane Irma, and
Hurricane Maria, to provide equitable serv-
ices to children and teachers in private
schools, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1866) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1866

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma, and Maria Education Relief
Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. ALLOCATION AND USE OF CAMPUS-BASED
HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AFFECTED AREA.—The term ‘‘affected
area’ means an area for which the President
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declared a major disaster or an emergency
under section 401 or 501, respectively, of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170 and 5191)
as a result of Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane
Irma, Hurricane Maria, Tropical Storm Har-
vey, Tropical Storm Irma, or Tropical Storm
Maria.

(2) AFFECTED STUDENT.—The term ‘‘af-
fected student’” means an individual who has
applied for or received student financial as-
sistance under title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.), and
who—

(A) was enrolled or accepted for enrollment
on August 25, 2017, at an institution of higher
education that is located in an affected area;

(B) is a dependent student who was en-
rolled or accepted for enrollment on August
25, 2017, at an institution of higher education
that is not located in an affected area, but
whose parent or parents resided or was em-
ployed on August 25, 2017, in an affected area;
or

(C) suffered direct economic hardship as a
direct result of Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane
Irma, Hurricane Maria, Tropical Storm Har-
vey, Tropical Storm Irma, or Tropical Storm
Maria, as determined by the Secretary.

(3) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given the term in section 102 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1002).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Education.

(b) WAIVERS.—

(1) WAIVER OF NON-FEDERAL SHARE REQUIRE-
MENT.—Notwithstanding sections 413C(a)(2)
and 443(b)(5) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b-2(a)(2) and 1087-53(b)(5)),
with respect to funds made available for
award years 2016-2017 and 2017-2018—

(A) in the case of an institution of higher
education that is located in an affected area,
the Secretary shall waive the requirement
that a participating institution of higher
education provide a non-Federal share to
match Federal funds provided to the institu-
tion for the programs authorized pursuant to
subpart 3 of part A and part C of title IV of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1070b et seq. and 1087-51 et seq.); and

(B) in the case of an institution of higher
education that is not located in an affected
area but has enrolled or accepted for enroll-
ment any affected students, the Secretary
may waive the non-Federal share require-
ment described in subparagraph (A) after
considering the institution’s student popu-
lation and existing resources.

(2) WAIVER OF REALLOCATION RULES.—

(A) AUTHORITY TO REALLOCATE.—Notwith-
standing sections 413D(d) and 442(d) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b—
3(d) and 1087-52(d)), the Secretary shall—

(i) reallocate any funds returned under
such section 413D or 442 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 that were allocated to in-
stitutions of higher education for award year
2016-2017 to an institution of higher edu-
cation that is eligible under subparagraph
(B); and

(ii) waive the allocation reduction for
award year 2018-2019 for an institution of
higher education that is eligible under sub-
paragraph (B) returning more than 10 per-
cent of its allocation under such section 413D
or 442 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 for
award year 2017-2018.

(B) INSTITUTIONS ELIGIBLE FOR REALLOCA-
TION.—An institution of higher education is
eligible under this subparagraph if the insti-
tution—

(i) participates in the program for which
excess allocations are being reallocated; and

(ii)(I) is located in an affected area; or



September 26, 2017

(IT) has enrolled or accepted for enrollment
any affected students in award year 2017-
2018.

(C) BASIS OF REALLOCATION.—The Secretary
shall—

(i) determine the manner in which excess
allocations will be reallocated pursuant to
this paragraph; and

(ii) give preference in making reallocations
to the needs of institutions of higher edu-
cation located in an affected area.

(D) ADDITIONAL WAIVER AUTHORITY.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, in
order to carry out this paragraph, the Sec-
retary may waive or modify any statutory or
regulatory provision relating to the realloca-
tion of excess allocations under subpart 3 of
part A or part C of title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b et seq.
and 1087-51 et seq.) in order to ensure that
assistance is received by institutions of high-
er education that are eligible under subpara-
graph (B).

(3) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS DATE EXTEN-
SION.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law—

(A) any funds available to the Secretary
under sections 413A and 441 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b and
1087-51) for which the period of availability
would otherwise expire on September 30,
2017, shall be available for obligation by the
Secretary until September 30, 2018, for the
purposes of the programs authorized pursu-
ant to subpart 3 of part A and part C of title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1070b et seq. and 1087-51 et seq.); and

(B) the Secretary may recall any funds al-
located to an institution of higher education
for award year 2016-2017 under section 413D
or 442 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1070b-3 and 1087-52), that, if not re-
turned to the Secretary as excess allocations
pursuant to either of those sections, would
otherwise lapse on September 30, 2017, and
reallocate those funds in accordance with
paragraph (2)(A).

(c) EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—This sec-
tion is designated as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 4(g) of the Statu-
tory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (title I of
Public Law 111-139; 2 U.S.C. 933(2)).

(d) REPORT.—Not later than October 1, 2018,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Health, Education, Liabor, and Pensions of
the Senate and the Committee on Education
and the Workforce of the House of Rep-
resentatives information on—

(1) the total volume of assistance received
by each eligible institution of higher edu-
cation under subsection (b)(2); and

(2) the total volume of the non-Federal
share waived for each institution of higher
education under subsection (b)(1).

(e) SUNSET.—The provisions of subsection
(b) shall cease to be effective on September
30, 2018.

SEC. 3. PROJECT SERV AND EQUITABLE SERV-
ICES FOR CHILDREN AND TEACHERS
IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

Section 8501(b)(1) of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7881(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(F) section 4631, with regard to Project
SERV.”.

————
RAISE FAMILY CAREGIVERS ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 78, S. 1028.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.
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The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 1028) to provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a National Family
Caregiving Strategy, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Collins substitute amend-
ment, which is at the desk, be agreed
to; that the bill, as amended, be consid-
ered read a third time and passed; that
the Collins title amendment, which is
at the desk, be agreed to; and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The amendment (No. 1101) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.”’)

The bill (S. 1028), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

The amendment (No. 1102) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the title)

Amend the title so as to read: ‘““A bill to
provide for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a Family Caregiving Strategy, and
for other purposes.”.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON HUMANITARIAN CRI-
SES IN NIGERIA, SOMALIA,
SOUTH SUDAN, AND YEMEN

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 115, S. Res. 114.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 114) expressing the
sense of the Senate on humanitarian crises
in Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan, and
Yemen.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the resolving
clause and insert the part printed in
italic, and with an amendment to
strike the preamble and insert the part
printed in italic, as follows:

Whereas Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan, and
Yemen are all in famine, pre-famine, or at risk
of famine in 2017;

Whereas, according to the United Nations Of-
fice for the Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (OCHA), 20,000,000 people are at risk of
starvation this year in Nigeria, Somalia, South
Sudan, and Yemen;

Whereas, on March 22, 2017, Mr. Yves
Daccord, the Director-General of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, testified
before Congress that the crisis represents ‘‘one
of the most critical humanitarian issues to face
mankind since the end of the Second World
War” and warned that “we are at the brink of
a humanitarian mega-crisis unprecedented in
recent history’’;

Whereas, according to the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID),
“ImJore than 5.1 million people face severe food
insecurity in northeastern Nigeria’’;

Whereas, according to USAID, ‘“‘An estimated
6.2 million people—more than half of Somalia’s

S6143

total population—currently require urgent hu-
manitarian assistance.’’;

Whereas, according to USAID, ‘‘An estimated
5.5 million people—nearly half of South Sudan’s
population—will face life threatening hunger by
July.”’;

Whereas, according to USAID, in Yemen,
“More than seventeen million people—an as-
tounding 60% of the country’s population—are
food insecure, including seven million people
who are unable to survive without food assist-
ance.’”’;

Whereas, according to the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), ‘‘[sJome 22 million
children have been left hungry, sick, displaced
and out of school in the four countries’” and
“Nearly 1.4 million are at imminent risk of
death this year from severe malnutrition.’’;

Whereas the humanitarian crises in each of
these regions are, to varying degrees, man-made
and preventable—ezxacerbated by armed conflict
and deliberate restrictions on humanitarian ac-
cess;

Whereas parties to the conflicts, including
even some government forces, have harassed, at-
tacked, and killed humanitarian workers,
blocked and hindered humanitarian access, and
continue to deprive the world’s most hungry
people of the food they need;

Whereas humanitarian actors, coordinated by
OCHA, have appealed for $5,600,000,000 in 2017
to address famines in Yemen, South Sudan, Ni-
geria, and Somalia; and

Whereas Mr. Daccord testified before Congress
on March 22, 2017, ‘‘Our main message is clear:
immediate, decisive action is needed to prevent
vast numbers of people starving to death.”’:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,
That it is the sense of the Senate that—

(1) the United States should lead an urgent
and comprehensive international diplomatic ef-
fort to address obstacles in Nigeria, Somalia,
South Sudan, and Yemen that are preventing
humanitarian aid from being delivered to mil-
lions of people who desperately need it;

(2) the United States should encourage other
governments to join the United States in pro-
viding the resources necessary to address the
humanitarian crises in Nigeria, Somalia, South
Sudan, and Yemen;

(3) parties to the conflicts in Nigeria, Somalia,
South Sudan, and Yemen should allow and fa-
cilitate rapid and unimpeded passage of human-
itarian relief for civilians in need and respect
and protect humanitarian and medical relief
personnel and objects; and

(4) the United States, working with inter-
national partners, should support efforts to hold
accountable those responsible for deliberate re-
strictions on humanitarian access in Nigeria,
Somalia, South Sudan, and Yemen.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee amendment to
the resolution be withdrawn; the Lee
amendment at the desk be agreed to;
the resolution, as amended, be agreed
to; the amendment to the preamble be
agreed to; the preamble, as amended,
be agreed to; and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute to the res-
olution was withdrawn.

The amendment (No. 1103) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:
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