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ensure that the total amount of the fees col-
lected under paragraph (1) during any fiscal 
year is sufficient to offset the direct and in-
direct costs associated with carrying out 
this section during such fiscal year, includ-
ing the costs associated with operating and 
maintaining the ABT Card issuance and re-
newal processes. 

‘‘(3) ACCOUNT FOR COLLECTIONS.—There is 
established in the Treasury of the United 
States an ‘Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Business Travel Card Account’ into 
which the fees collected under paragraph (1) 
shall be deposited as offsetting receipts. 

‘‘(4) USE OF FUNDS.—Amounts deposited 
into the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
Business Travel Card Account established 
under paragraph (3) shall— 

‘‘(A) be credited to the appropriate account 
of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
for expenses incurred in carrying out this 
section; and 

‘‘(B) remain available until expended. 
‘‘(f) NOTIFICATION.—The Commissioner of 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
notify the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate not later 
than 60 days after the expenditures of funds 
to operate and provide ABT Card services be-
yond the amounts collected under subsection 
(e)(1). 

‘‘(g) TRUSTED TRAVELER PROGRAM DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘trusted 
traveler program’ means a voluntary pro-
gram of the Department that allows U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection to expedite 
clearance of pre-approved, low-risk travelers 
arriving in the United States.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 417 the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘Sec. 418. Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-

tion Business Travel Cards.’’. 
SEC. 3. ACCOUNT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the re-
peal of the Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Business Travel Cards Act of 2011 (Pub-
lic Law 112–54; 8 U.S.C. 1185 note) pursuant to 
section 4(b)(1), amounts deposited into the 
APEC Business Travel Card Account estab-
lished pursuant to such Act as of the date of 
the enactment of this Act are hereby trans-
ferred to the Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Business Travel Card Account estab-
lished pursuant to section 418(e) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as added by 
section 2(a) of this Act), and shall be avail-
able without regard to whether such 
amounts are expended in connection with ex-
penses incurred with respect to an ABT Card 
issued at any time before or after such date 
of enactment. 

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts deposited in 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Busi-
ness Travel Card Account established pursu-
ant to section 418(e) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002, in addition to the purposes 
for which such amounts are available pursu-
ant to such subsection, shall also be avail-
able for expenditure in connection with ex-
penses incurred with respect to ABT Cards 
issued at any time before the date of the en-
actment of such section. 

(c) TERMINATION.—After the completion of 
the transfer described in subsection (a), the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Business 
Travel Card Account established pursuant to 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Busi-
ness Travel Cards Act of 2011 shall be closed. 
SEC. 4. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS AND RE-

PEAL. 
(a) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 

411(c) of section 411 of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211(c)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (17), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (18) as para-
graph (19); and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (17) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(18) carry out section 418, relating to the 
issuance of Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Business Travel Cards; and’’. 

(b) REPEAL.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Asia-Pacific Eco-

nomic Cooperation Business Travel Cards 
Act of 2011 (Public Law 112–54; 8 U.S.C. 1185 
note) is repealed. 

(2) SAVING CLAUSE.—Notwithstanding the 
repeal under paragraph (1), an ABT Card 
issued pursuant to the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Business Travel Cards 
Act of 2011 before the date of the enactment 
of this Act that, as of such date, is still 
valid, shall remain valid on and after such 
date until such time as such Card would oth-
erwise expire. 

SA 1105. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. LEE) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 
1057, to amend the Harmful Algal 
Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Act of 1998 to address harmful 
algal blooms, and for other purposes; as 
follows: 

Beginning on page 10, strike line 4 and all 
that follows through page 12, line 15 and in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 7. HYPOXIA OR HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM OF 

NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
(a) RELIEF.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon a determination 

under subsection (b) that there is an event of 
national significance, the appropriate Fed-
eral official is authorized to make sums 
available to the affected State or local gov-
ernment for the purposes of assessing and 
mitigating the detrimental environmental, 
economic, subsistence use, and public health 
effects of the event of national significance. 

(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the cost of any activity carried out under 
this subsection for the purposes described in 
paragraph (1) may not exceed 50 percent of 
the cost of that activity. 

(3) DONATIONS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, an appropriate Federal offi-
cial may accept donations of funds, services, 
facilities, materials, or equipment that the 
appropriate Federal official considers nec-
essary for the purposes described in para-
graph (1). Any funds donated to an appro-
priate Federal official under this paragraph 
may be expended without further appropria-
tion and without fiscal year limitation. 

(b) DETERMINATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of an ap-

propriate Federal official, or at the request 
of the Governor of an affected State, an ap-
propriate Federal official shall determine 
whether a hypoxia or harmful algal bloom 
event is an event of national significance. 

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making a deter-
mination under paragraph (1), the appro-
priate Federal official shall consider the tox-
icity of the harmful algal bloom, the sever-
ity of the hypoxia, its potential to spread, 
the economic impact, the relative size in re-
lation to the past 5 occurrences of harmful 
algal blooms or hypoxia events that occur on 
a recurrent or annual basis, and the geo-
graphic scope, including the potential to af-
fect several municipalities, to affect more 
than 1 State, or to cross an international 
boundary. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE FEDERAL OFFICIAL.—The 

term ‘‘appropriate Federal official’’ means— 
(A) in the case of a marine or coastal hy-

poxia or harmful algal bloom event, the 

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and 
Atmosphere; and 

(B) in the case of a freshwater hypoxia or 
harmful algal bloom event, the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(2) EVENT OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.—The 
term ‘‘event of national significance’’ means 
a hypoxia or harmful algal bloom event that 
has had or will likely have a significant det-
rimental environmental, economic, subsist-
ence use, or public health impact on an af-
fected State. 

(3) HYPOXIA OR HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM 
EVENT.—The term ‘‘hypoxia or harmful algal 
bloom event’’ means the occurrence of hy-
poxia or a harmful algal bloom as a result of 
a natural, anthropogenic, or undetermined 
cause. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I have 8 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, September 
26, 2017, at 10 a.m., in open session to 
consider the nomination of: 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, September 26, 2017, at 10 
a.m. to conduct a hearing entitled, 
‘‘Oversight of the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
in order to hold a hearing on Tuesday, 
September 26, 2017, at 10 a.m. in Room 
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in Washington, DC. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26, 2017 at 10:30 a.m., to hold a 
business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26, 2017 at 10:45 a.m., to hold a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘Managing Security 
Assistance to Support Foreign Policy.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate, on September 26, 2017 at 
10 a.m., in room SD–226 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘Special Counsels and 
the Separation of Powers.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Senate Select Committee on In-

telligence is authorized to meet during 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:25 Sep 27, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00045 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A26SE6.028 S26SEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6142 September 26, 2017 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, September 26, 
2017 from 2 p.m., in room SH–219 of the 
Senate Hart Office Building to hold a 
Closed Member Roundtable. 
COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION, PROD-

UCT SAFETY, INSURANCE, AND DATA SECURITY 
The Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 
of the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The Committee will hold Sub-
committee Hearing on ‘‘FTC Stake-
holder Perspectives: Reform Proposals 
to Improve Fairness, Innovation and 
Consumer Welfare.’’ 

f 

HURRICANES HARVEY, IRMA, AND 
MARIA EDUCATION RELIEF ACT 
OF 2017 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I would 
like to address a bill that was actually 
recommended to me by the chairman 
of the Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions Committee, Senator ALEX-
ANDER. I appreciate his bringing this 
matter to my attention. I will explain 
what it does in a moment. 

Basically, it deals with the edu-
cational impact of hurricanes on our 
population, whether they be in Texas, 
whether they be in Florida, or whether 
they be in Puerto Rico. I think it is im-
portant, as the Presiding Officer knows 
in his having been to Puerto Rico re-
cently, that we deal with all of these 
hurricanes and their aftermaths in a 
similar and combined and joint fash-
ion. 

This legislation is called the Hurri-
canes Harvey, Irma, and Maria Edu-
cation Relief Act of 2017, and it has 
three vital hurricane relief-related pur-
poses. 

First, it provides the Secretary of 
Education with the authority to waive 
Federal matching requirements for two 
campus-based aid programs under the 
Higher Education Act. First is the Fed-
eral Supplemental Educational Oppor-
tunity Grant Program. Second is the 
Federal Work-Study Program. Notably, 
in my State, 18 campuses of higher edu-
cation will be eligible for the waiver of 
Federal matching requirements. If not 
passed before September 30, which is on 
Saturday, if I am not mistaken, these 
matching funds will no longer be avail-
able. So this is a rare window of oppor-
tunity for us. As I said, this waiver of 
authority and relief was also done fol-
lowing Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and 
Sandy, I believe. 

No. 2, the bill requires the Secretary 
to reallocate any remaining supple-
mental educational opportunity grant 
or Federal work study funds from the 
2016 and 2017 award years to colleges 
and universities located in hurricane- 
impacted areas. Currently, this second 
amount totals $17.5 million, and if it is 
not used by the end of September, like 
these matching funds, it will no longer 
be available. These funds provide finan-
cial aid to students who have been 

harmed by the hurricanes at those 
schools. 

Finally, the third thing this bill will 
do is restore the equitable distribution 
to all schools in the Project School 
Emergency Response to Violence Pro-
gram. 

These grants go to schools to assist 
recovery following a crisis. They can be 
used for a wide variety of activities, in-
cluding mental health assessments, 
emergency transportation needs, and 
increased costs for teacher overtime. 
My State alone can be expected to sub-
mit applications for this funding next 
week, and over 14,000 campuses would 
be eligible. Obviously, given the lim-
ited funds, not all of them will receive 
the maximum they could, but the point 
is, this is a widely needed and impor-
tant source of funds for those 14,000 
campuses in Texas alone. Previously, 
Louisiana, New Jersey, New York, and 
Connecticut all received these funds 
after Katrina and Sandy. 

Colleagues, Congress needs to act or 
we will forgo our opportunity to use all 
three categories of these funds since, as 
I said, the time expires next Saturday. 

When so many people in my home 
State of Texas and States such as Lou-
isiana and Florida and places such as 
Puerto Rico are dealing with the after-
math of devastating hurricanes, we 
cannot allow this opportunity to go to 
waste. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. 1866, intro-
duced earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 1866) to provide the Secretary of 
Education with waiver authority for the re-
allocation rules and authority to extend the 
deadline by which funds have to be reallo-
cated in the campus-based aid programs 
under the Higher Education Act of 1965 due 
to Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane Irma, and 
Hurricane Maria, to provide equitable serv-
ices to children and teachers in private 
schools, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 1866) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 1866 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma, and Maria Education Relief 
Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. ALLOCATION AND USE OF CAMPUS-BASED 

HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AFFECTED AREA.—The term ‘‘affected 

area’’ means an area for which the President 

declared a major disaster or an emergency 
under section 401 or 501, respectively, of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170 and 5191) 
as a result of Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane 
Irma, Hurricane Maria, Tropical Storm Har-
vey, Tropical Storm Irma, or Tropical Storm 
Maria. 

(2) AFFECTED STUDENT.—The term ‘‘af-
fected student’’ means an individual who has 
applied for or received student financial as-
sistance under title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.), and 
who— 

(A) was enrolled or accepted for enrollment 
on August 25, 2017, at an institution of higher 
education that is located in an affected area; 

(B) is a dependent student who was en-
rolled or accepted for enrollment on August 
25, 2017, at an institution of higher education 
that is not located in an affected area, but 
whose parent or parents resided or was em-
ployed on August 25, 2017, in an affected area; 
or 

(C) suffered direct economic hardship as a 
direct result of Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane 
Irma, Hurricane Maria, Tropical Storm Har-
vey, Tropical Storm Irma, or Tropical Storm 
Maria, as determined by the Secretary. 

(3) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 102 of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1002). 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Education. 

(b) WAIVERS.— 
(1) WAIVER OF NON-FEDERAL SHARE REQUIRE-

MENT.—Notwithstanding sections 413C(a)(2) 
and 443(b)(5) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b–2(a)(2) and 1087–53(b)(5)), 
with respect to funds made available for 
award years 2016–2017 and 2017–2018— 

(A) in the case of an institution of higher 
education that is located in an affected area, 
the Secretary shall waive the requirement 
that a participating institution of higher 
education provide a non-Federal share to 
match Federal funds provided to the institu-
tion for the programs authorized pursuant to 
subpart 3 of part A and part C of title IV of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1070b et seq. and 1087–51 et seq.); and 

(B) in the case of an institution of higher 
education that is not located in an affected 
area but has enrolled or accepted for enroll-
ment any affected students, the Secretary 
may waive the non-Federal share require-
ment described in subparagraph (A) after 
considering the institution’s student popu-
lation and existing resources. 

(2) WAIVER OF REALLOCATION RULES.— 
(A) AUTHORITY TO REALLOCATE.—Notwith-

standing sections 413D(d) and 442(d) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b– 
3(d) and 1087–52(d)), the Secretary shall— 

(i) reallocate any funds returned under 
such section 413D or 442 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 that were allocated to in-
stitutions of higher education for award year 
2016–2017 to an institution of higher edu-
cation that is eligible under subparagraph 
(B); and 

(ii) waive the allocation reduction for 
award year 2018–2019 for an institution of 
higher education that is eligible under sub-
paragraph (B) returning more than 10 per-
cent of its allocation under such section 413D 
or 442 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 for 
award year 2017–2018. 

(B) INSTITUTIONS ELIGIBLE FOR REALLOCA-
TION.—An institution of higher education is 
eligible under this subparagraph if the insti-
tution— 

(i) participates in the program for which 
excess allocations are being reallocated; and 

(ii)(I) is located in an affected area; or 
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