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manner and extent to which, and the iden-
tity of the persons, firms, or corporations, or
other entities by whom such utilization is
being made, and further, to study and inves-
tigate the manner in which and the extent to
which persons engaged in organized criminal
activity have infiltrated lawful business en-
terprise, and to study the adequacy of Fed-
eral laws to prevent the operations of orga-
nized crime in interstate or international
commerce, and to determine whether any
changes are required in the laws of the
United States in order to protect the public
against such practices or activities;

(4) all other aspects of crime and lawless-
ness within the United States which have an
impact upon or affect the national health,
welfare, and safety, including but not lim-
ited to investment fraud schemes, com-
modity and security fraud, computer fraud,
and the use of offshore banking and cor-
porate facilities to carry out criminal objec-
tives;

(5) the efficiency and economy of oper-
ations of all branches and functions of the
Government with particular reference to—

(A) the effectiveness of present national se-
curity methods, staffing, and processes as
tested against the requirements imposed by
the rapidly mounting complexity of national
security problems;

(B) the capacity of present national secu-
rity staffing, methods, and processes to
make full use of the Nation’s resources of
knowledge and talents;

(C) the adequacy of present intergovern-
mental relations between the United States
and international organizations principally
concerned with national security of which
the United States is a member; and

(D) legislative and other proposals to im-
prove these methods, processes, and relation-
ships;

(6) the efficiency, economy, and effective-
ness of all agencies and departments of the
Government involved in the control and
management of energy shortages including,
but not limited to, their performance with
respect to—

(A) the collection and dissemination of ac-
curate statistics on fuel demand and supply;

(B) the implementation of effective energy
conservation measures;

(C) the pricing of energy in all forms;

(D) coordination of energy programs with
State and local government;

(E) control of exports of scarce fuels;

(F) the management of tax, import, pric-
ing, and other policies affecting energy sup-
plies;

(G) maintenance of the independent sector
of the petroleum industry as a strong com-
petitive force;

(H) the allocation of fuels in short supply
by public and private entities;

(I) the management of energy supplies
owned or controlled by the Government;

(J) relations with other oil producing and
consuming countries;

(K) the monitoring of compliance by gov-
ernments, corporations, or individuals with
the laws and regulations governing the allo-
cation, conservation, or pricing of energy
supplies; and

(L) research into the discovery and devel-
opment of alternative energy supplies; and

(7) the efficiency and economy of all
branches and functions of Government with
particular references to the operations and
management of Federal regulatory policies
and programs.

(b) EXTENT OF INQUIRIES.—In carrying out
the duties provided in subsection (a), the in-
quiries of this committee or any sub-
committee of the committee shall not be
construed to be limited to the records, func-
tions, and operations of any particular
branch of the Government and may extend
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to the records and activities of any persons,
corporation, or other entity.

(c) SPECIAL COMMITTEE AUTHORITY.—For
the purposes of this section, the committee,
or any duly authorized subcommittee of the
committee, or its chairman, or any other
member of the committee or subcommittee
designated by the chairman is authorized, in
its, his, her, or their discretion—

(1) to require by subpoena or otherwise the
attendance of witnesses and production of
correspondence, books, papers, and docu-
ments;

(2) to hold hearings;

(3) to sit and act at any time or place dur-
ing the sessions, recess, and adjournment pe-
riods of the Senate;

(4) to administer oaths; and

(5) to take testimony, either orally or by
sworn statement, or, in the case of staff
members of the Committee and the Perma-
nent Subcommittee on Investigations, by
deposition in accordance with the Com-
mittee Rules of Procedure.

(d) AUTHORITY OF OTHER COMMITTEES.—
Nothing contained in this section shall affect
or impair the exercise of any other standing
committee of the Senate of any power, or the
discharge by such committee of any duty,
conferred or imposed upon it by the Standing
Rules of the Senate or by the Legislative Re-
organization Act of 1946.

(e) SUBPOENA AUTHORITY.—AIll subpoenas
and related legal processes of the committee
and any duly authorized subcommittee of
the committee authorized under S. Res. 73,
agreed to February 12, 2015 (114th Congress),

are authorized to continue.
————
SENATE RESOLUTION 35—EX-

PRESSING PROFOUND CONCERN
ABOUT THE ONGOING POLITICAL,
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND HUMANI-
TARIAN CRISIS IN VENEZUELA,
URGING THE RELEASE OF PO-
LITICAL PRISONERS, AND CALL-
ING FOR RESPECT OF CONSTITU-
TIONAL AND DEMOCRATIC PROC-
ESSES, INCLUDING FREE AND
FAIR ELECTIONS

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. NELSON, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mr. KAINE, and Mr. PERDUE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 35

Whereas the deterioration of basic govern-
ance and the economic crisis in Venezuela
have led to an unprecedented humanitarian
situation in which people are suffering from
severe shortages of essential medicines and
basic food products;

Whereas Venezuela lacks more than 80 per-
cent of the basic medical supplies and equip-
ment needed to treat its population, includ-
ing medicine to treat chronic illnesses and
cancer as well as basic antibiotics, and 85
percent of pharmacies are at risk of bank-
ruptcy, according to the Venezuelan Phar-
maceutical Federation;

Whereas, despite the massive shortages of
basic foodstuffs and essential medicines,
President of Venezuela Nicolas Maduro has
rejected repeated requests from civil society
organizations to bring humanitarian aid into
the country;

Whereas the International Monetary Fund
assesses that, in Venezuela, gross domestic
product will contract 10 percent and infla-
tion will exceed 700 percent in 2016, accel-
erating to over 1,600 percent in 2017, the
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worst anticipated growth and inflation per-
formance in the world;

Whereas Venezuela’s political, economic,
and humanitarian crisis is fueling social ten-
sions that are resulting in growing incidents
of public unrest, looting, violence among
citizens, and an exodus of Venezuelans
abroad;

Whereas Caracas continues to have the
highest per capita homicide rate in the world
at 120 per 100,000 citizens, according to the
United Nations Office on Drug and Crime;

Whereas the deterioration of governance in
Venezuela has been exacerbated by wide-
spread public corruption and the involve-
ment of public officials in illicit narcotics
trafficking and related money laundering;

Whereas, on August 1, 2016, General Nestor
Reverol, Venezuela’s current Minister of In-
terior and former National Guard com-
mander, was indicted in the United States
for participating in an international cocaine
trafficking conspiracy;

Whereas, on November 18, 2016, Franqui
Francisco Flores de Freitas and Efrain Anto-
nio Campo Flores, nephews of President
Maduro and Venezuelan First Lady Cilia Flo-
res, were convicted by a United States Fed-
eral jury on charges of conspiring to import
cocaine into the United States;

Whereas international and domestic
human rights groups, such as Venezuelan or-
ganization Foro Penal, recognize more than
100 political prisoners in Venezuela, includ-
ing opposition leader and former Chacao
mayor Leopoldo Lopez, Judge Maria Lourdes

Afiuni, Caracas Mayor Antonio Ledezma,
and former San Cristobal mayor Daniel
Ceballos;

Whereas the 1999 Constitution of the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela serves as
the foundation for political processes in Ven-
ezuela;

Whereas, in December 2015, the people of
Venezuela elected the opposition coalition
(Mesa de Unidad Democratica) to a two-
thirds majority in the unicameral National
Assembly, with 112 out of the 167 seats;

Whereas, in late December 2015, the out-
going National Assembly confirmed to the
Supreme Court of Venezuela magistrates po-
litically aligned with the Maduro Adminis-
tration and, thereafter, the Supreme Court
blocked four legislators, including 3 opposi-
tion legislators, from taking office;

Whereas, during the first year of the new
legislature, the Supreme Court has repeat-
edly overturned legislation passed by the
democratically elected National Assembly;

Whereas, in 2016, President Maduro has uti-
lized emergency and legislative decree pow-
ers to bypass the National Assembly, which,
alongside the actions of the Supreme Court,
have severely undermined the principles of
separation of powers in Venezuela;

Whereas, in May 2016, Organization of
American States Secretary General Luis
Almagro presented a 132-page report out-
lining grave alterations of the democratic
order in Venezuela and invoked Article 20 of
the Inter-American Democratic Charter,
which calls on the OAS Permanent Council
“to undertake a collective assessment of the
situation’’;

Whereas, in late October 2016, Venezuela’s
state courts and National Electoral Council,
which are comprised of political allies of
President Maduro, halted efforts to hold a
referendum pursuant to provisions of the
Venezuelan constitution to recall President
Maduro, thereby denying the Venezuelan
people the ability to pursue a democratic so-
lution to Venezuela’s crisis; and

Whereas, in November 2016, sectors of the
opposition and the Government of Venezuela
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initiated a dialogue, facilitated by the Vati-
can, in an effort to pursue a negotiated solu-
tion to the country’s political, economic, so-
cial, and humanitarian crisis: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses its profound concern about
widespread shortages of essential medicines
and basic food products faced by the people
of Venezuela, and urges President Maduro to
permit the delivery of humanitarian assist-
ance;

(2) calls on the Government of Venezuela
to immediately release all political prisoners
and to respect internationally recognized
human rights;

(3) supports meaningful efforts towards a
dialogue that leads to respect for Ven-
ezuela’s constitutional mechanisms and re-
solves the country’s political, economic, so-
cial, and humanitarian crisis;

(4) affirms its support for OAS Secretary
General Almagro’s invocation of Article 20 of
the Inter-American Democratic Charter and
urges the OAS Permanent Council, which
represents all of the organization’s member
states, to undertake a collective assessment
of the constitutional and democratic order in
Venezuela;

(5) calls on the Government of Venezuela
to ensure the neutrality and professionalism
of all security forces and to respect the Ven-
ezuelan people’s rights to freedom of expres-
sion and assembly;

(6) calls on the Government of Venezuela
to halt its efforts to undermine the principle
of separation of powers, its circumvention of
the democratically elected legislature, and
its subjugation of judicial independence;

(7) stresses the urgency of strengthening
the rule of law and increasing efforts to com-
bat impunity and public corruption in Ven-
ezuela, which has bankrupted a resource-rich
country, fuels rising social tensions, and
contributes to elevated levels of crime and
violence; and

(8) urges the President of the United States
to provide full support for OAS efforts in
favor of constitutional and democratic solu-
tions to the political impasse, and to in-
struct appropriate Federal agencies to hold
officials of the Government of Venezuela ac-
countable for violations of United States law
and abuses of internationally recognized
human rights.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 36—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
SENATE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. HOEVEN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on Indian Affairs; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. RES. 36

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties and functions imposed by section 105
of S. Res. 4, agreed to February 4, 1977 (95th
Congress), and in exercising the authority
conferred on it by that section, the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs is authorized from
March 1, 2017, through September 30, 2017;
October 1, 2017, through September 30, 2018;
and October 1, 2018, through February 28,
2019, in its discretion (1) to make expendi-
tures from the contingent fund of the Sen-
ate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with the
prior consent of the Government department
or agency concerned and the Committee on
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable, or non-reimbursable, basis the
services of personnel of any such department
or agency.

SEC. 2. (a) The expenses of the committee
for the period March 1, 2017, through Sep-
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tember 30, 2017, under this resolution shall
not exceed $1,184,317.00, of which amount (1)
not to exceed $20,000 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended), and
(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended for
the training of professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

(b) For the period October 1, 2017, through
September 30, 2018, expenses of the com-
mittee under this resolution shall not exceed
$2,030,258.00, of which amount (1) not to ex-
ceed $20,000 may be expended for the procure-
ment of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as authorized
by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not
to exceed $20,000 may be expended for the
training of professional staff of such com-
mittee (under procedures specified by section
202(j) of the Legislative Reorganization Act
of 1946).

(c) For the period October 1, 2018, through
February 28, 2019, expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall not exceed
$845,941.00, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$20,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $20,000 may be expended for the training
of professional staff of such committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946).

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but
not later than February 28, 2019.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the Chairman of the committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of the salaries of em-
ployees paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the
payment of telecommunications provided by
the Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from March 1, 2017, through
September 30, 2017; October 1, 2017, through
September 30, 2018; and October 1, 2018,
through February 28, 2019, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 37—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELA-
TIONS

Mr. CORKER submitted the following
resolution; from the Committee on
Foreign Relations; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:
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S. RES. 37

Resolved,

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Foreign Relations (in
this resolution referred to as the ‘‘com-
mittee’’) is authorized from March 1, 2017
through February 28, 2019, in its discretion,
to—

(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;

(2) employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.

SEC. 2. EXPENSES.

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2017.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2017 under this resolution
shall not exceed $3,889,028, of which
amount—

(1) not to exceed $150,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(1))); and

(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2017 through September 30,
2018 under this resolution shall not exceed
$6,666,904, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $150,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2019.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2018 through February
28, 2019 under this resolution shall not exceed
$2,777,877, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $150,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 3. REPORTING LEGISLATION.

The committee shall report its findings,
together with such recommendations for leg-
islation as it deems advisable, to the Senate
at the earliest practicable date, but not later
than February 28, 2019.

SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—
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