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fund postsecondary education, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.
By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. SULLIVAN):

S. 269. A bill to provide for the conveyance
of certain property to the Tanana Tribal
Council located in Tanana, Alaska, and to
the Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation lo-
cated in Dillingham, Alaska, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs.

By Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. PORTMAN, and Mr. ISAK-

SON):

S. 270. A bill to prohibit the use of pre-
miums paid to the Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation as an offset for other Federal
spending; to the Committee on the Budget.

By Mrs. FISCHER:

S. 271. A bill to strengthen highway fund-
ing in the near term, to offer States addi-
tional financing tools, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 272. A bill to enhance the security oper-
ations of the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration and the stability of the trans-
portation security workforce by applying a
unified personnel system under title 5,
United States Code, to employees of the
Transportation Security Administration who
are responsible for screening passengers and
property, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. HELLER, Mr. LEE, Mr.
DAINES, and Mr. ENZI):

S. 273. A bill to provide for the protection
and recovery of the greater sage-grouse by
facilitating State recovery plans, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
WYDEN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. UDALL,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MARKEY, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. HEINRICH,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. BROWN, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. KAINE,
Ms. HARRIS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. CooNs, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. KING, Mr. CASEY, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. REED, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 274. A bill to nullify the effect of the re-
cent executive order that temporarily re-
stricted individuals from certain countries
from entering the United States; read the
first time.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, and Ms. STABENOW):

S.J. Res. 16. A joint resolution approving
the discontinuation of the process for consid-
eration and automatic implementation of
the annual proposal of the Independent Medi-
care Advisory Board under section 1899A of
the Social Security Act; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. PORTMAN,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. HELLER, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. DAINES, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
JOHNSON, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr.
SCOTT):

S.J. Res. 17. A joint resolution approving
the discontinuation of the process for consid-
eration and automatic implementation of
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the annual proposal of the Independent Medi-
care Advisory Board under section 1899A of
the Social Security Act; to the Committee
on Finance.
By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI):

S.J. Res. 18. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the final
rule submitted by the Department of the In-
terior relating to Non-Subsistence Take of
Wildlife, and Public Participation and Clo-
sure Procedures, on National Wildlife Ref-
uges in Alaska; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. PERDUE (for himself, Mr. CoT-
TON, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, and Mr.
ROUNDS):

S.J. Res. 19. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection relating to prepaid accounts
under the Electronic Fund Transfer Act and
the Truth in Lending Act; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. ROBERTS:

S. Res. 30. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry; from the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration.

By Ms. COLLINS:

S. Res. 31. An original resolution author-
izing the expenditures by the Special Com-
mittee on Aging; from the Special Com-
mittee on Aging; to the Committee on Rules
and Administration.

By Mr. RISCH:

S. Res. 32. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship; from
the Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship; to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. Res. 33. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources; from the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources; to
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. JOHNSON:

S. Res. 34. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs; from the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs; to the
Committee on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. NELSON,
Mr. GARDNER, Mr. KAINE, and Mr.
PERDUE):

S. Res. 35. A resolution expressing pro-
found concern about the ongoing political,
economic, social and humanitarian crisis in
Venezuela, urging the release of political
prisoners, and calling for respect of constitu-
tional and democratic processes, including
free and fair elections; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

By Mr. HOEVEN:

S. Res. 36. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Senate Committee
on Indian Affairs; from the Committee on In-
dian Affairs; to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.
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By Mr. CORKER:

S. Res. 37. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on For-
eign Relations; from the Committee on For-
eign Relations; to the Committee on Rules
and Administration.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. BROWN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
KAINE, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. COONS, and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. Res. 38. A resolution recognizing Janu-
ary 30, 2017, as “‘Fred Korematsu Day of Civil
Liberties and the Constitution’’; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ALEXANDER:

S. Res. 39. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions;
from the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mr.
LANKFORD, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. UDALL, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. MORAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
HEINRICH, Mr. DAINES, Mr. HOEVEN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mr. PETERS, Ms. HIRONO,
and Mr. BARRASSO):

S. Res. 40. A resolution designating the
week beginning on February 5, 2017, as ‘‘Na-
tional Tribal Colleges and TUniversities
Week’’; considered and agreed to.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
PERDUE, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. CRAPO, and
Mrs. FEINSTEIN):

S. Res. 41. A resolution raising awareness
and encouraging the prevention of stalking
by designating January 2017 as ‘‘National
Stalking Awareness Month’’; considered and
agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 18
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 18, a bill to promote freedom,
fairness, and economic opportunity by
repealing the income tax and other
taxes, abolishing the Internal Revenue
Service, and enacting a national sales
tax to be administered primarily by
the States.
S. 55
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 55, a bill to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a
special resource study of Fort Ontario
in the State of New York.
S. 82
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Wisconsin (Ms.
BALDWIN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 82, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the denial
of deduction for certain excessive em-
ployee remuneration, and for other
purposes.
S. 87
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 87, a bill to ensure that State
and local law enforcement may cooper-
ate with Federal officials to protect



S596

our communities from violent crimi-
nals and suspected terrorists who are
illegally present in the United States.
S. 96
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 96,
a bill to amend the Communications
Act of 1934 to ensure the integrity of
voice communications and to prevent
unjust or unreasonable discrimination
among areas of the United States in
the delivery of such communications.
8. 175
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 175, a bill to amend the Surface
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of
1977 to transfer certain funds to the
Multiemployer Health Benefit Plan
and the 1974 United Mine Workers of
America Pension Plan, and for other
purposes.
S. 178
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
178, a bill to prevent elder abuse and
exploitation and improve the justice
system’s response to victims in elder
abuse and exploitation cases.
S. 203
At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from
Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 203, a bill to reaffirm
that the Environmental Protection
Agency may not regulate vehicles used
solely for competition, and for other
purposes.
S. 220
At the request of Mr. SASSE, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 220, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to prohibit a
health care practitioner from failing to
exercise the proper degree of care in
the case of a child who survives an
abortion or attempted abortion.
S. 224
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator from
Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) and the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 224, a bill to
amend title 18, United States Code, to
prohibit taking minors across State
lines in circumvention of laws requir-
ing the involvement of parents in abor-
tion decisions.
S. 229
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) and the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 229, a bill to provide
for the confidentiality of information
submitted in requests for the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals Program
and for other purposes.
S. 236
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
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(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 236, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to reform tax-
ation of alcoholic beverages.
S. 240
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ), the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET), the Senator from Illinois
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 240, a bill to
nullify the effect of the recent execu-
tive order that temporarily restricted
individuals from certain countries
from entering the United States.
S. 247
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) and the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 247, a bill to provide
an incentive for businesses to bring
jobs back to America.
S. 248
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER), the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) and the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) were added as cosponsors of S. 248,
a bill to block implementation of the
Executive Order that restricts individ-
uals from certain countries from enter-
ing the United States.
S.J. RES. 8
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 8, a joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States relating to contribu-
tions and expenditures intended to af-
fect elections.
S.J. RES. 9
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. FLAKE), the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Mr. BARRASSO), the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS), the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. HATCH), the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), the
Senator from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN),
the Senator from OKklahoma (Mr.
LANKFORD) and the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. TOOMEY) were added as
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 9, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8, of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Securities and Exchange
Commission relating to the disclosure
of payments by resource extraction
issuers.
S.J. RES. 10
At the request of Mr. THUNE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.J.
Res. 10, a joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of
the final rule submitted by the Sec-
retary of the Interior relating to
stream protection.
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S.J. RES. 14

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) and the
Senator from Nevada (Mr. HELLER)
were added as cosponsors of S.J. Res.
14, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the
rule submitted by the Social Security
Administration relating to Implemen-
tation of the NICS Improvement
Amendments Act of 2007.

S. CON. RES. 6

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from Wy-
oming (Mr. ENZI) were added as cospon-
sors of S. Con. Res. 6, a concurrent res-
olution supporting the Local Radio
Freedom Act.

S. RES. 18

At the request of Mr. CooONS, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 18, a resolution reaffirming the
United States-Argentina partnership
and recognizing Argentina’s economic
reforms.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. CASEY, and Mr.
HELLER):

S. 253. A bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to repeal the
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation
therapy caps; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise in
support of the Medicare Access to Re-
habilitation Services Act, which I am
introducing today with my colleagues
Senators COLLINS, CASEY, and HELLER.
This important bill repeals the mone-
tary caps that limit Medicare bene-
ficiaries’ access to medically necessary
outpatient physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy, and speech-language
pathology services.

Limits on outpatient rehabilitation
therapy services under Medicare were
first imposed in 1997 as part of the Bal-
anced Budget Act. The decision to im-
pose limits on these services was not
based on data, quality-of-care con-
cerns, or clinical judgment—its sole
purpose was to limit spending in order
to balance the Federal budget. Since
1997, Congress has acted 12 times to
prevent the implementation of the
therapy caps through moratoriums and
an exceptions process. While these
short-term actions have provided nec-
essary relief to our seniors, a long-term
solution is essential to bring perma-
nent relief and much-needed stability
for both patients and providers.

We need a full repeal of the existing
caps on physical therapy, occupational
therapy, and speech-language pathol-
ogy services. These annual financial
caps limit services often needed after a
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