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have asked each of these persons to inform 
me of the pertinent contributions made by 
them. To the best of my knowledge, the in-
formation contained in this report is com-
plete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, and donee: 
1. Self: None. 
2. Spouse: None. 
3. Children and spouses: Gavin McFarland: 

06/21/2016, $500, Chaz Beasley—NC House; 10/ 
18/2014, $500, for Tim Bishop for Congress; 10/ 
18/2014, $500 for Act Blue—PAC. 

4. Parents: deceased. 
5. Grandparents deceased. 
6. Brothers and spouses: no contributions. 
7. Sisters and spouses: no contributions. 

*Steven T. Mnuchin, of California, to be 
United States Governor of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
United States Governor of the African Devel-
opment Fund, and United States Governor of 
the Asian Development Bank. 

*Steven T. Mnuchin, of California, to be 
United States Governor of the International 
Monetary Fund, United States Governor of 
the African Development Bank, United 
States Governor of the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank, and United States Gov-
ernor of the International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development for a term of five 
years. 

*Barbara Lee, of California, to be Rep-
resentative of the United States of America 
to the Seventy-second Session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations. 

*Christopher Smith, of New Jersey, to be 
Representative of the United States of Amer-
ica to the Seventy-second Session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. GARDNER, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. 1829. A bill to amend title V of the So-
cial Security Act to extend the Maternal, In-
fant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
S. 1830. A bill to strengthen employee cost 

savings suggestions programs within the 
Federal Government; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 1831. A bill to expand eligibility for cer-
tain housing programs for qualified volun-
teer first responders; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, and Mr. UDALL): 

S. 1832. A bill to prohibit Federal agencies 
from using Government funds to pay for the 
lodging of agency employees at establish-
ments that are owned by or employ certain 
public officials or their relatives; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mr. BENNET, Mr. WYDEN, and 
Mr. MARKEY): 

S. 1833. A bill to modify requirements ap-
plicable to locatable minerals on public do-
main land, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. CASEY, and Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 1834. A bill to amend title XXVIII of the 
Public Health Service Act to establish a Na-
tional Advisory Committee on Seniors and 
Disasters; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
NELSON): 

S. 1835. A bill to provide support to States 
to establish invisible high risk pool or rein-
surance programs; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
SCHATZ): 

S. 1836. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for annual cost-of- 
living adjustments to be made automatically 
by law each year in the rates of disability 
compensation for veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities and the rates of depend-
ency and indemnity compensation for sur-
vivors of certain service-connected disabled 
veterans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. REED, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. FRANKEN): 

S. 1837. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax rate parity 
among all tobacco products, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MARKEY, and 
Ms. HASSAN): 

S. 1838. A bill to repeal the authority under 
the National Labor Relations Act for States 
to enact laws prohibiting agreements requir-
ing membership in a labor organization as a 
condition of employment, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. KING (for himself, Mrs. ERNST, 
Mr. DONNELLY, and Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 1839. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Trade Act of 1978 to extend and expand the 
market access program and the foreign mar-
ket development cooperator program; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Ms. HASSAN: 
S. 1840. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide a working Amer-
ica tax credit; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. WICKER: 
S. 1841. A bill to amend the National Ap-

prenticeship Act to provide that applications 
relating to apprenticeship programs shall be 
processed in a fair and timely manner, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. RISCH, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. GARDNER, and Mr. 
BENNET): 

S. 1842. A bill to provide for wildfire sup-
pression operations, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on the Budget. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 1843. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to deny a deduction for ex-
cessive compensation of any employee of an 
employer, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr. 
KING): 

S. 1844. A bill to provide for coordination 
by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion of the process for reviewing certain nat-
ural gas projects under the jurisdiction of 

the Commission, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. YOUNG, 
Mr. DONNELLY, and Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 1845. A bill to amend the Lead-Based 
Paint Poisoning Prevention Act to provide 
for additional procedures for families with 
children under the age of 6, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, and Mr. BENNET): 

S. 1846. A bill to repeal the debt ceiling; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Ms. 
HASSAN): 

S. 1847. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to ensure that the needs of 
children are considered in homeland secu-
rity, trafficking, and disaster recovery plan-
ning, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. CORKER: 
S. 1848. An original bill to amend the Traf-

ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 to 
modify the criteria for determining whether 
countries are meeting the minimum stand-
ards for the elimination of human traf-
ficking, and for other purposes; from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; placed on 
the calendar. 

By Mr. BROWN: 
S. 1849. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to modify the earned in-
come tax credit to account for the amount 
by which economic growth has outpaced in-
come growth, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. LEAHY: 
S. Res. 263. A resolution expressing the 

sense of the Senate that President Juan 
Manuel Santos has restructured and signifi-
cantly strengthened the environmental sec-
tor and management capacity of the Colom-
bian Government and has led the country to 
become a global environmental leader; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. CASEY, Mr. KAINE, and 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR): 

S. Res. 264. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2017 as ‘‘National Kinship Care 
Month’’; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. Res. 265. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 22, 2017, as ‘‘National Falls Preven-
tion Awareness Day’’ to raise awareness and 
encourage the prevention of falls among 
older adults; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 109 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 109, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for coverage under the Medi-
care program of pharmacist services. 

S. 188 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
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(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 188, a bill to prohibit the use 
of Federal funds for the costs of paint-
ing portraits of officers and employees 
of the Federal Government. 

S. 198 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 198, a bill to require continued 
and enhanced annual reporting to Con-
gress in the Annual Report on Inter-
national Religious Freedom on anti-Se-
mitic incidents in Europe, the safety 
and security of European Jewish com-
munities, and the efforts of the United 
States to partner with European gov-
ernments, the European Union, and 
civil society groups, to combat anti- 
Semitism, and for other purposes. 

S. 206 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 206, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to allow the Sec-
retary of Education to award job train-
ing Federal Pell Grants. 

S. 322 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 322, a bill to protect victims of do-
mestic violence, sexual assault, stalk-
ing, and dating violence from emo-
tional and psychological trauma 
caused by acts of violence or threats of 
violence against their pets. 

S. 360 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 360, a bill to amend the 
Help America Vote Act of 2002 to re-
quire States to provide for same day 
registration. 

S. 372 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 372, a bill to amend the 
Tariff Act of 1930 to ensure that mer-
chandise arriving through the mail 
shall be subject to review by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection and to re-
quire the provision of advance elec-
tronic information on shipments of 
mail to U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection and for other purposes. 

S. 431 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 431, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
pand the use of telehealth for individ-
uals with stroke. 

S. 459 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 459, a bill to designate the 
area between the intersections of Wis-
consin Avenue, Northwest and Davis 
Street, Northwest and Wisconsin Ave-
nue, Northwest and Edmunds Street, 

Northwest in Washington, District of 
Columbia, as ‘‘Boris Nemtsov Plaza’’, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 479 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. DONNELLY), the Senator from 
Maine (Mr. KING) and the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 479, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to waive coinsurance under 
Medicare for colorectal cancer screen-
ing tests, regardless of whether thera-
peutic intervention is required during 
the screening. 

S. 497 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 497, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide for Medicare cov-
erage of certain lymphedema compres-
sion treatment items as items of dura-
ble medical equipment. 

S. 619 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
619, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for the partici-
pation of physical therapists in the Na-
tional Health Service Corps Loan Re-
payment Program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 642 

At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 
of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 642, a bill to restore the integrity of 
the Fifth Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 660 

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 660, a bill to amend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 in order 
to fulfill the Federal mandate to pro-
vide higher educational opportunities 
for Native American Indians. 

S. 678 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 678, a bill to delcare English as 
the official language of the United 
States, to establish a uniform English 
language rule for naturalization, and 
to avoid misconstructions of the 
English language texts of the laws of 
the United States, pursuant to Con-
gress’ powers to provide for the general 
welfare of the United States and to es-
tablish a uniform rule of naturalization 
under article I, section 8, of the Con-
stitution. 

S. 693 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) and the Senator from 
Idaho (Mr. CRAPO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 693, a bill to amend the 

Public Health Service Act to increase 
the number of permanent faculty in 
palliative care at accredited allopathic 
and osteopathic medical schools, nurs-
ing schools, social work schools, and 
other programs, including physician 
assistant education programs, to pro-
mote education and research in pallia-
tive care and hospice, and to support 
the development of faculty careers in 
academic palliative medicine. 

S. 777 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 777, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow de-
ductions and credits relating to ex-
penditures in connection with mari-
juana sales conducted in compliance 
with State law. 

S. 819 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
819, a bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more 
effective remedies to victims of dis-
crimination in the payment of wages 
on the basis of sex, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 830 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 830, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
for the coordination of programs to 
prevent and treat obesity, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 948 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 948, a bill to designate as wilder-
ness certain Federal portions of the red 
rock canyons of the Colorado Plateau 
and the Great Basin Deserts in the 
State of Utah for the benefit of present 
and future generations of people in the 
United States. 

S. 1004 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1004, a bill to amend the Carl 
D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006 to support innova-
tive approaches to career and technical 
education and redesign the high school 
experience for students by providing 
students with equitable access to rig-
orous, engaging, and relevant real 
world education through partnerships 
with business and industry and higher 
education that prepare students to 
graduate from high school and enroll 
into postsecondary education without 
the need for remediation and with the 
ability to use knowledge to solve com-
plex problems, think critically, com-
municate effectively, collaborate with 
others, and develop academic mindsets. 

S. 1050 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:43 Sep 20, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19SE6.019 S19SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

V
9H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5862 September 19, 2017 
cosponsor of S. 1050, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the Chinese-American Veterans of 
World War II, in recognition of their 
dedicated service during World War II. 

S. 1132 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1132, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
make permanent the removal of the 
rental cap for durable medical equip-
ment under the Medicare program with 
respect to speech generating devices. 

S. 1256 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1256, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the 23d Headquarters, 
Special Troops and the 3133d Signal 
Service Company in recognition of 
their unique and distinguished service 
as a ‘‘Ghost Army’’ that conducted de-
ception operations in Europe during 
World War II. 

S. 1310 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1310, a bill to amend the Home Mort-
gage Disclosure Act of 1975 to specify 
which depository institutions are sub-
ject to the maintenance of records and 
disclosure requirements of such Act, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1361 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1361, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to allow physician 
assistants, nurse practitioners, and 
clinical nurse specialists to supervise 
cardiac, intensive cardiac, and pul-
monary rehabilitation programs. 

S. 1590 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1590, a bill to provide for 
youth jobs, and for other purposes. 

S. 1595 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY) and the Sen-
ator from Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1595, a bill to 
amend the Hizballah International Fi-
nancing Prevention Act of 2015 to im-
pose additional sanctions with respect 
to Hizballah, and for other purposes. 

S. 1686 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1686, a bill to amend the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act to provide for 
management of red snapper in the Gulf 
of Mexico, and for other purposes. 

S. 1693 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 

DUCKWORTH) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mrs. FISCHER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1693, a bill to amend 
the Communications Act of 1934 to 
clarify that section 230 of that Act does 
not prohibit the enforcement against 
providers and users of interactive com-
puter services of Federal and State 
criminal and civil law relating to sex 
trafficking. 

S. 1764 

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1764, a bill to extend the principle 
of federalism to State drug policy, pro-
vide access to medical marijuana, and 
enable research into the medicinal 
properties of marijuana. 

S. 1766 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) and the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. PORTMAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1766, a bill to reauthorize the 
SAFER Act of 2013, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1783 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the name of the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1783, a bill to amend the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act of 1993 to 
require each State to implement a 
process under which individuals who 
are 16 years of age may apply to reg-
ister to vote in elections for Federal of-
fice in the State, to direct the Election 
Assistance Commission to make grants 
to States to increase the involvement 
of minors in public election activities, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1791 

At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1791, a bill to amend the Act 
of August 25, 1958, commonly known as 
the ‘‘Former Presidents Act of 1958’’, 
with respect to the monetary allow-
ance payable to a former President, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1808 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1808, a bill to 
extend temporarily the Federal Per-
kins Loan program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1827 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1827, a bill to extend funding for 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 1828 

At the request of Mr. REED, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1828, a bill to 
change the date for regularly scheduled 
general elections for Federal office to 

the first Saturday and Sunday after 
the first Friday in November in every 
even-numbered year. 

S. RES. 139 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from 
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) and the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 139, a resolution 
condemning the Government of Iran’s 
state-sponsored persecution of its 
Baha’i minority and its continued vio-
lation of the International Covenants 
on Human Rights. 

S. RES. 250 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN) and the Senator 
from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 250, a resolu-
tion condemning horrific acts of vio-
lence against Burma’s Rohingya popu-
lation and calling on Aung San Suu 
Kyi to play an active role in ending 
this humanitarian tragedy. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Mr. NELSON): 

S. 1835. A bill to provide support to 
States to establish invisible high risk 
pool or reinsurance programs; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, the 
cost of health insurance has been a 
major problem with the Affordable 
Care Act and with many of the bills 
which have been advanced to repeal 
and replace this law. 

I rise to introduce the Lower Pre-
miums Through Reinsurance Act of 
2017. This bill would provide States 
with the flexibility and support they 
need to create State-based reinsurance 
programs for their individual health in-
surance markets in order to lower pre-
miums while ensuring continued cov-
erage for people with preexisting condi-
tions. 

I am very pleased to be joined by my 
colleague and friend Senator BILL NEL-
SON in introducing this bill. Senator 
NELSON is a former insurance commis-
sioner who comes to this issue with a 
wealth of knowledge dating to his expe-
rience with Florida’s innovative home-
owners’ reinsurance program, devel-
oped in the 1990s in the wake of Hurri-
cane Andrew. For my own part, I spent 
5 years in State government overseeing 
a department which included the Bu-
reau of Insurance. 

Over the past 2 weeks, the Senate 
HELP Committee, on which I am privi-
leged to serve, completed a round of 
hearings under the able leadership of 
Chairman LAMAR ALEXANDER and 
Ranking Member PATTY MURRAY. They 
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