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Disney, the insurance giant Swiss Re, 
Unilever, Shell, BP, the mining cor-
poration Rio Tinto, and General Mo-
tors have all taken steps to put a price 
on their own use of carbon. 

Courts have made it the law for agen-
cies to use the social cost of carbon. 
States are deploying the social cost of 
carbon. The business community recog-
nizes and is incorporating into its fi-
nancial planning the social cost of car-
bon. Yet here in Congress and down at 
the Trump White House, the leaders of 
the Republican Party continue to ig-
nore climate change, pretend it doesn’t 
exist, and ignore the very real costs 
that society bears from carbon pollu-
tion. 

It goes without saying that the storm 
that has just ravaged Florida was spun 
up by warmer ocean waters, carried 
more rain because of warmer air, 
dumped more rain, and pushed storm 
surge further into Florida because of 
risen seas and those other characteris-
tics. 

Are we seeing any action? No. The 
President in March issued a sweeping 
Executive order rolling back Federal 
energy and environmental standards. It 
disbanded the interagency working 
group, and it asserted that the social 
cost of carbon was ‘‘no longer rep-
resentative of governmental policy.’’ 
Nice try with that, given where the 
courts are. 

Of course, the House and the Senate 
Republicans followed suit by intro-
ducing a pair of bills by Congressman 
EVAN JENKINS on the House side and 
our colleague from Oklahoma, Senator 
LANKFORD, on our side that purport to 
prohibit the Federal Government from 
using the social cost of carbon in rule-
making and in regulatory processes. Of 
course, you can’t do that, and those 
laws aren’t going anywhere. Why? Be-
cause they violate a very basic prin-
ciple both in courts and in administra-
tive agencies. That very basic principle 
is at the heart of the rule of law, and it 
is that facts have to be factual and 
that conclusions have to be logical. 
Any decision that fails this standard— 
that is, to use the administrative law 
terms ‘‘arbitrary and capricious’’ or 
‘‘not based on substantial evidence’’— 
fails as a matter of law. Although Con-
gress, of course, is bound and gagged by 
the polluters and their front groups, it 
is going to be hard for those polluters 
to try to stop the social cost of carbon 
in courts and administrative agencies. 
Despite the efforts of ExxonMobil and 
the Koch brothers to make America 
their fossil fuel banana republic, we 
still are a rule-of-law country and 
those rule-of-law principles that facts 
must be factual and that conclusions 
must be logical are too basic for our 
courts and administrative agencies to 
ignore. 

In our courts and administrative 
agencies, lying and misleading can be 
exposed on cross-examination, for in-
stance, and lying and misleading gets 
you punished, unlike in Congress where 
lying and misleading have been fossil 

fuel tactics for decades and sickeningly 
successful ones backed up by huge po-
litical muscle. 

The failure in Congress and the rem-
edy in the courts is one reason the 
Founding Fathers designed our govern-
ment that way so that even where po-
litical branches of government were 
captured by special interests, there 
would still be a path for the truth, and 
there would still be a means for justice 
to have its way. 

If the courts and the States and so 
many major businesses are all behind 
recognizing the social cost of carbon, 
who is behind the President and our 
Republican colleagues in denying that 
it is real? In my experience, it is pow-
erful trade associations like the Amer-
ican Petroleum Institute, the Amer-
ican Chemistry Council, the National 
Association of Manufacturers, the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, and others that 
have a distaste for any honest assess-
ment of the social cost of carbon. 

Right now, since the costs of those 
industries’ pollution is offloaded onto 
the rest of us for free, why not? Why 
would they want to start paying for the 
harm they cause right now? 

Think tanks and front groups funded 
by the Koch brothers and other pol-
luters have vigorously fought against 
recognizing the fact of the social cost 
of carbon for years. These groups have 
neutral sounding names—maybe even 
friendly sounding names—like the 
Competitive Enterprise Institute, the 
American Energy Alliance, the Herit-
age Foundation, FreedomWorks—my 
personal favorite—the Heartland Insti-
tute, a group so good that it put up 
billboards comparing climate scientists 
to the Unabomber. It is really a classy 
contribution to the debate. 

One thing this crowd of bad actors 
does know is how to throw its weight 
around, especially since the Citizens 
United decision threw open the flood-
gates of special interest money into 
our politics. That is what has put Con-
gress in the thrall of the polluters. It is 
an indecent and wrong place for us to 
be, but with any luck, the adherence of 
courts and administrative agencies to 
the rule of law—the principles that 
facts must be factual and conclusions 
must be logical—will help us get out of 
the political trap that the fossil fuel 
industry has constructed. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. KEN-

NEDY). The Senator from Florida. 
HURRICANE IRMA RECOVERY 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, 2 weeks 
ago this very evening, I had just fin-
ished my time as Presiding Officer over 
the Senate, and I made the decision 
that early the next morning I would be 
returning to Florida instead of staying 
here the following day. The reason was 
that at that time and in that moment, 
the strongest storm ever recorded out 
of the Atlantic was bearing down first 
on the Caribbean and headed not just 
toward Florida but actually toward the 
city in which I live. Then the Nation 
and State watched over the next few 
days as that storm took its track. 

There has been a lot said about Hur-
ricane Irma since that time. I have 
heard some say that it could have been 
worse, and I imagine in some par-
ticular instances perhaps that is true. 
Had that storm entered through Tampa 
Bay, FL, the loss would have been in-
calculable. Had it hit directly through-
out the southeast coast, right through 
the major metropolitan areas of 
Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach 
Counties, the economic costs would 
have been very significant. So it is pos-
sible that the storm could have had an 
even greater impact, but it is difficult 
to say that to the people who were im-
pacted by it. 

It was a unique storm in a lot of dif-
ferent ways, like the sheer scope of it. 
One of the things that really perplexed 
people in Florida, including myself—we 
were thinking perhaps we should move 
our families to another part of the 
State. We have a very good building 
code in Florida, but there are no struc-
tures under our building code that can 
withstand the hurricane winds of a cat-
egory 4 storm. It is very difficult to do 
that, given the height and level of con-
struction. 

One of the difficult things about fig-
uring out where to go is that the whole 
State was covered by it. It was a huge 
storm in its size and an enormous 
storm in its impact. I know for a fact 
that dozens of people left South Flor-
ida, as an example, and drove to an-
other part of the State, only to find 
themselves actually worse off than 
they would have been had they stayed 
home. There was no way to know that 
at the time. 

I can tell you, maybe it is because of 
our history with hurricanes. Obviously, 
in 1992, as a student at the University 
of Florida, I was home, the semester 
was about to begin, and Hurricane An-
drew came barreling through there. It 
fundamentally altered what South 
Dade looked like. 

Whether it was the impact of the 
storms in 2004 or 2005 or perhaps it was 
the images from Harvey from just a 
few weeks ago and the impact it has 
had on Houston and the State of Texas, 
people took the threat incredibly seri-
ously, and there was a massive evacu-
ation, perhaps the single largest evacu-
ation in the history of the United 
States. 

In any event, the storm did come. We 
measure the impact of the storm first 
and foremost by the loss of life, and 
there were 59 people who lost their 
lives—directly related to the storm in 
one way or another. Eleven of those 
people died after the storm from car-
bon monoxide poisoning. When power is 
lost, people run generators, sometimes 
even running them inside their homes. 
Carbon monoxide gets on them, and be-
fore you know it, they are dead. At 
least a dozen more didn’t die, but they 
had been poisoned. It is an incredible 
threat after storms that we see every 
single time. 

Nine people died in Monroe County, 
some from natural causes, although it 
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is hard to imagine that having a heart 
attack in the middle of the storm or in 
the aftermath wasn’t somehow related 
to the stress such a storm brings. 

Of course, we all heard the horrifying 
news last week that eight senior citi-
zens had lost their lives because a nurs-
ing home’s air-conditioning unit failed 
them in the middle of the night. The 
heat became unbearable, and they 
passed. 

You can only think, despite these 
horrible tragedies of losing 59 people, 
how many more would have died had 
they not heeded the warnings to evac-
uate. 

So I begin talking about the storm 
today by thanking the men and women 
who responded before and after the 
storm—and even during it—who kept 
so many people safe, and they did so 
even though their own families were 
being impacted by the storm. If you see 
a police officer or a firefighter from a 
community in Florida, they have 
homes, they have children, they have 
families, and they, too, are concerned 
about the impact it could have on 
them. Even as they are out there get-
ting the rest of us ready, they have to 
think about themselves and about 
their own families. We thank them for 
the extraordinary work they do every 
day but in particular—at this mo-
ment—because of the storm. 

We think about the National Guard. 
These were people who, on Monday or 
Tuesday of that week, were at the ac-
counting firm or doing whatever their 
job might be. They were called up, and 
within a matter of hours found them-
selves on the road and headed toward 
an uncertain number of days that lay 
ahead. 

We think of all the people through-
out the emergency operations centers— 
from the State center in the capital to 
all of the counties—who put in over a 
dozen hours a day, if not more, pre-
paring to handle the storm. 

We thank the Coast Guard for the ex-
traordinary work they do and the De-
partment of Defense, particularly the 
Navy, which were prepared to re-
spond—and did so—to the storm, even 
as many of them were coming off simi-
lar duty just a few weeks earlier re-
sponding to Harvey. 

Of course, we thank the first respond-
ers, who came in from all over the 
country. I was in the Florida Keys on 
Friday, and I ran into firefighters and 
police officers from as far away as Col-
orado, and we thank them for coming 
all the way to Florida to help us. We 
could not have done it without them. 

I would also be remiss if I didn’t 
thank the National Hurricane Center. 
The improvements that have continued 
to happen year after year have helped 
improve not just the forecast track of 
the storm but its intensity, even 
though I can tell you, all hurricanes 
are bad. Obviously, the stronger they 
get, the more damaging they become. I 
would just say that the work they do— 
we had 5, 6 days to get ready for this, 
and it all began because of the Na-

tional Hurricane Center. They don’t al-
ways have that much time, but they 
were able to give us and everyone prop-
er notice. You can’t carry out these 
evacuations unless you have accurate 
meteorological information, and they 
did an extraordinary job and continue 
to do so now, monitoring the new 
storm that tomorrow is going to make 
landfall over the island of Puerto Rico, 
potentially as a category 5 but cer-
tainly a category 4; I will talk about 
that more in a moment. We thank 
them and so many others. There are so 
many to mention that we would run 
out of time, but we thank them. 

Let’s first talk about some of the 
challenges. The first challenge, as I 
said earlier, is the scope of the storm. 
If you know anything about Florida, it 
is a peninsula, the third largest State 
in the country in terms of population. 
But it is a peninsula that sticks out 
into the Gulf of Mexico and into the 
Caribbean Basin in the Florida Straits. 
It is a huge State. 

From Jacksonville, FL, in the north-
east all the way down to Key West is a 
long distance, and we are talking about 
a storm that had damage in Key West, 
damage in Jacksonville and the south-
west in Naples and the central part of 
the State and the southeast. Literally, 
the entire State of Florida was im-
pacted by the storm because of its size 
and because of the route that it took, 
and that poses all kinds of challenges. 

Our emergency operations system is 
built on the idea that if two counties 
are hit, all the other counties help re-
spond. Well, every county was being 
hit. Every county was getting ready. 
So that right away put a real strain on 
our emergency operations system. We 
were counting on other counties being 
able to help us, but they couldn’t be-
cause they themselves were getting 
ready to deal with the impact of the 
storm. 

There were prepositioned assets in 
Alabama and Georgia getting ready to 
come down and help us, but they them-
selves were also in the track of the 
tropical storm and winds headed in 
their direction, not to mention the im-
pact it had on their ability to get 
there. So it impacted the entire State. 

You know, we have gotten trained, in 
watching these storms, to see images 
of destroyed buildings. Obviously, that 
is a terrible thing. We lived through 
that with Andrew, and we have our 
share of that. If you see the images of 
the Florida Keys, you can tell quickly 
that a storm went through there. But 
underneath the surface, underneath the 
structures that might still be standing 
and the roofs that might still be intact 
are deep scars and damage that will be 
around and will impact us for months 
if not years to come. 

Think, for example, of the Florida 
Keys. If you haven’t been there, it is an 
incredibly unique place. There is only 
one way in and one way out. It is a 
chain of small islands built on a coral 
rock formation, and it is truly unique. 
The further south you get in the Keys 

and the further southwest you get as it 
turns, the more unique it gets. It is a 
place where I have spent many days, 
especially with our family. Some of our 
best memories with the family were 
made in the Florida Keys. We spent a 
number of days there not long ago be-
fore the storm. 

If you know anything about the Flor-
ida Keys, this is not a place with John-
ny Rockets or TGI Fridays. It has a lot 
of small businesses, not just in the res-
taurant industry but in the hotels, the 
bait shops, the charter captains, and 
everything in between. There are a lot 
of small businesses, and many of them 
are generational businesses. The fami-
lies have been there and have been 
doing it for 60 years. Those businesses 
are literally going to have no cus-
tomers now or for the foreseeable fu-
ture. They still don’t have power in 
many places. They don’t have internet. 
They don’t have fuel. They certainly 
don’t have tourists. 

Imagine for a moment that you are 
the owner of a small restaurant and 
you have to go 30 to 60 days without 
any revenue. I can tell you that most 
businesses don’t have that kind of re-
serve, not to mention your employees 
who may not get paid. 

When you think about the Florida 
Keys, it is an expensive place to live 
because it is a valuable piece of land 
right on the water, which is an enor-
mous challenge for the workforce. The 
people who work in the Keys don’t 
want to drive 31⁄2 hours a day from 
South Dade to get down to the Lower 
Keys, or anywhere, for that matter, de-
pending on the day. That housing stock 
in many places is trailer parks, mobile 
homes, or small apartments. The trail-
ers are gone. The apartments have suf-
fered water damage, and they certainly 
are not livable now, in many cases be-
cause of water and wind damage. 

Think about agriculture. I know 
Florida is not thought of as an agricul-
tural State. I promise you, there is an 
extraordinary presence of agriculture 
in our State and a great variety of 
crops. 

Florida is one of the largest cattle 
producers in the country. You don’t as-
sociate Florida with cattle, but it is an 
enormous part of our agriculture. Our 
signature crop is citrus, the sugar cane 
growers, fresh vegetables, and the nurs-
eries. The nurseries produce tropical 
plants that you see in big develop-
ments or all of the indoor plants. Much 
of that is grown in Florida. 

There are also dairies. Florida is a 
dairy provider to much of the South-
east. Every single one of them has suf-
fered significant damage and, in the 
case of a couple of them, catastrophic 
damage. 

The citrus industry was already 
being hurt by citrus greening, a disease 
that kills trees. Senator NELSON and I 
went to a grove two days after the 
storm, and more than half the fruit 
was already gone and more was drop-
ping. That fruit is gone. Those farmers 
live off of that fruit. The whole fruit 
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goes to the whole fruit market, and the 
bulk of it goes to the juicing market. 
Much of it was green. So it wasn’t even 
ready to pick. But once it hits flood-
water, it cannot be used or sold. The 
FDA says it can no longer be consumed 
safely. They lost all of it, on top of the 
fact that their yields were already 
lower because of greening. They lost 
the fruit they had. 

It gets worse. They lost trees. It is 
not simple. You don’t just go to Home 
Depot and buy an orange tree and next 
year it produces oranges. These new 
trees take at least 4 years before they 
begin to produce the fruit to sell, if it 
survives greening. They lost trees, and 
they are still losing fruit, and they will 
still lose more trees because all of 
those groves are under water. All that 
water is sitting on the roots, and those 
trees will not survive. This is a catas-
trophe. 

I don’t mean to leave anything out. I 
can tell you the truth that there will 
be no Florida fresh vegetables. There 
will be no Florida vegetables in No-
vember. Those green beans that many 
of you eat on Thanksgiving Day will 
not come from Florida. We will have to 
make up the gap from foreign pro-
ducers because that crop is gone en-
tirely. I don’t mean to leave anything 
out. I am just stating that the hit to 
agriculture was extraordinary. Unfor-
tunately, for agriculture, this has hap-
pened, but there has not been a lot of 
media coverage about it because not a 
lot of agriculture is near metropolitan 
centers. There is not a lot of media 
coverage. 

Look, I am not here to beat up on the 
media. I thank the media, and I have 
done so because a lot of the work they 
did on the national and local news was 
what got people motivated to get up 
and go and get out of harm’s way. But 
there are not a lot of camera crews sta-
tioned live in a citrus grove. So the 
power gets put back on and the schools 
reopen, and most people forget that 
these farmers—most of them—are not 
wealthy landowners. Some of these are 
fourth generation growers who have 
been on that land and are producing 
and are already stretched because of 
some of the challenges they have, 
whether it is with trade or citrus 
greening or whatever the challenges 
might be. It has just gotten worse for 
them. 

Do you know who else got hurt? The 
entire industry that serves them. Ev-
eryone in the towns built around them. 
This is big trouble. It is truly a cata-
strophic agricultural event in every 
part of the State. Virtually none of 
Florida’s agriculture went without 
being impacted by this. 

I think about the migrant workers 
who work there. Some were afraid to 
come forward because of their immi-
gration status. They thought that, if 
they showed up at a shelter, they 
would be deported, but more impor-
tantly, in terms of life, some of them 
have nowhere to live. Their housing, to 
begin with, is precarious. A lot of the 

mobile homes are damaged by water. 
There is no electricity. They are not 
near a metropolitan center, and they 
are afraid to come out. Thank God for 
so many groups that have come for-
ward to try to help them. 

We scoff about power outages. I don’t 
know how people lived in Florida be-
fore the invention of air conditioning 
with the heat and humidity. It is an in-
convenience for a lot of people, but it is 
life threatening in the case of senior 
citizens or people who require refrig-
erated pharmaceuticals for their sur-
vival. It has had an extraordinary im-
pact on them. 

All of these circumstances have a 
true impact and are among many of 
the challenges that we now face. There 
is a special focus, for example, on Mon-
roe County, in the Florida Keys. This 
storm threatens to fundamentally alter 
the character of Monroe County if we 
do not help the Florida Keys, because 
these trailer parks are on valuable 
land, and the owners of that land are 
going to be tempted to build on them, 
not mobile homes, again, but to build 
structures designed for visitors that 
have more money. That means that we 
will lose our housing stock, but ulti-
mately it means that we will lose the 
character of the place—all of the small 
businesses that service the fishing 
boats and the diving. 

We have some of the greatest collec-
tions of coral reefs in the world right 
off Marathon, by Sombrero Key in the 
Florida Keys. All of that will be out of 
business for a long time. Can they sur-
vive? I don’t know. 

There are small business owners that 
might own an apartment building. 
They use it in the summer for their 
family and rent it in the winter. It is 
damaged. So they can’t rent it this 
year. So guess what. They may not be 
able to pay the mortgage, which will 
lead to foreclosures. 

I mentioned agriculture. I don’t 
know how Florida agriculture—par-
ticularly citrus—can recover from the 
storm without significant help. 

This storm exposed a real vulnerabil-
ity to a State with so many senior citi-
zens. It is not just the nursing homes 
and the ALFs. We have apartment 
buildings, section 8 HUD housing and 
the like—entire apartment buildings 
with 13, 14 stories. There are towers of 
apartment buildings populated by sen-
ior citizens. What happens when the 
power goes out? The first thing is that 
all of the food in their refrigerators 
rots. So within 48 hours, I don’t care 
how much they stored for the hurri-
cane, they can no longer eat a lot of 
the food they need for their nutrition. 

You might say: Why don’t they get 
up and go see to a relative’s or go 
somewhere where they are handing out 
food? 

They are on the 13th or 12th floor of 
a building where the elevator doesn’t 
work. They can’t walk down 13 flights 
of stairs. This exposed a real vulnera-
bility that we will have to examine. 

Then there is debris removal. Some 
of these counties are small counties. 

Some of these counties still owe money 
from storms last year. FEMA dispersed 
the funds to the State. The State 
hasn’t dispersed it to them yet. Now 
they have to go out and hire, and they 
need hundreds of millions of dollars to 
clean up these roads, and they don’t 
have that in their budget. There is a 
huge strain in that regard. 

Senator NELSON and I spent 2 days 
together traveling last week. We will 
continue to work together to help so 
many different people. On Friday we 
had an event in Immokalee, which is a 
migrant community in Southwest 
Florida, and 800 people applied for as-
sistance. 

We were in St. Augustine yesterday, 
and close to 1,000 people applied for as-
sistance. 

In Jacksonville today, there were 
1,800 people applying for assistance. We 
will be going to Naples, FL, and Fort 
Myers later this week. We will be back 
in Immokalee again on Friday, and we 
are about to start out in the Florida 
Keys helping people. 

It is funny. They say: FEMA—go on-
line and apply there. Here is the prob-
lem, when you have no internet and no 
power, how do you go online and apply? 
So we are trying to get out there to 
help as many people as we can. 

Now, I don’t want to leave on a nega-
tive note. There is nothing positive 
about a storm, but there are some up-
lifting things to point out. I will be 
brief and to the point. I am uplifted by 
these crews sent down by the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, or 
the LDS church, who are out there 
helping people who can’t afford it or 
who don’t know how to do it. Profes-
sionals are out there helping people cut 
down trees and remove debris from 
their homes and put tarps on their 
roofs. They are volunteers who came 
on their own to do it. I was uplifted on 
Saturday by visiting the North Caro-
lina Baptists’ men’s relief society, who 
were in South Florida, and 120 people 
were preparing hot meals to send down 
to the Florida Keys. They have fed 
thousands of people in a very impres-
sive operation. I am uplifted by the 
Red Cross volunteers from New York 
and New Jersey who I have run into 
who flew down, rode out the storm, and 
were there working in the shelters. I 
am uplifted by stories of school prin-
cipals who took over these shelters be-
cause people didn’t show up to run 
them who were supposed to show up. So 
these principals, custodians, and cafe-
teria managers showed up and took 
care of all these people. I am uplifted 
by stories like the one today in Jack-
sonville, where a gentleman and his 
wife who were disabled came forward. 
They lost their home and they had to 
be saved from floodwaters. They were 
living in temporary housing. A donor 
had put them up for a week. It ran out, 
and they had nowhere to go tonight. 
We were able to match them with a 
donor, who insists on remaining anony-
mous, for another week of temporary 
housing while, hopefully, we can get 
them the housing they need. 
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One of my favorite stories—and I be-

lieve Senator NELSON shared this the 
other night—is this one that I wanted 
to close with. He and I ran into this at 
Ave Maria Catholic University, which 
is literally out in the Everglades, be-
tween Naples and Miami. We went out 
there to visit, and we were told ex-
traordinary stories of some of their 
students. 

On the night before the storm, there 
were about 300 migrants from nearby 
communities—many of whom are prob-
ably undocumented, in the country il-
legally—who didn’t want to evacuate. 
They were afraid of being deported. Ul-
timately, they saw that the storm was 
bad. They showed up at Ave Maria. Ave 
Maria opened its doors and welcomed 
them into the gym. There were stu-
dents who stayed behind and played 
with the kids, entertained the kids 
throughout the storm, and took care of 
them. 

What was really uplifting was the 
story of two nursing students. Right 
before the storm hit, right before you 
could no longer go out, the sheriff’s of-
fice shows up at Ave Maria with eight 
seniors from a nearby ALF. The staff 
at the ALF quit. They literally left. 
They didn’t show up. They abandoned 
them. The sheriff’s office brings them, 
and these two nursing students bring 
the eight seniors into their dorms. 
They brought them into the women’s 
dorm and cared for them for two days, 
triaging the medicine they needed to 
take, understanding how to do this, 
that, and the other. These are amazing 
stories about these young people. If 
there is any doubt about the future of 
America, think about the extraor-
dinary work these young people put in. 
Nobody told them to do it. They could 
have left. They could have gone back 
to wherever they were from, but they 
stayed and took care of them. 

We have a long way to go, but we 
want to thank all the people for the 
great wishes we got from all of my col-
leagues and from people around the 
country. This is a storm that impacts 
Florida in ways we are going to feel for 
a long time. 

Let me close by asking all of you to 
take a moment tonight, if you can and 
you wish, to pray for the island of 
Puerto Rico, a U.S. Territory, where 
millions of our fellow Americans are 
staring down the barrel of the most 
powerful storm that ever has perhaps 
hit that island, and this after already 
getting hit by Irma just a week ago. It 
has the potential to be an extraor-
dinary catastrophe. We pray that is not 
the case. I hope we stand ready to as-
sist our fellow Americans on the island 
of Puerto Rico. Let’s pray for them to-
night because tomorrow morning is 
going to be a very difficult time for 
them as this extraordinary hurricane, 
Hurricane Maria, is about to slam right 
into them. 

With that, I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
STAFF SERGEANT AARON BUTLER 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, it is with 
great reverence that I rise today to pay 
tribute to one of Utah’s great soldiers, 
SSG Aaron Butler, who was tragically 
killed on August 16, 2017, by an impro-
vised explosive device in Nangarhar 
Province, Afghanistan. On that fateful 
day, Butler was searching for Islamic 
State loyalists in a booby-trapped 
building and was caught in an explo-
sion that took his life and injured 11 of 
his comrades. 

Staff Sergeant Butler was a member 
of the Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 
19th Special Forces Group of the Utah 
National Guard. Butler’s desire to 
serve in our Nation’s military started 
at a young age when, as a first-grader, 
he told his family he would grow up to 
be a soldier. His actual military service 
began in high school when he enlisted 
in the Utah National Guard. Staff Ser-
geant Butler continued to look for op-
portunities to make a difference, and a 
few years later, he began the very dif-
ficult Special Forces training. He grad-
uated from this program with honors 
on January 14, 2016. He deemed it a tre-
mendous honor to don the Green Beret. 

Butler has been described as a nat-
ural leader, an accomplished athlete, 
and an adventurous soul. As a young 
man, he excelled in football and wres-
tling. In fact, through talent and sheer 
determination, Butler became a four- 
time State wrestling champion, only 
the 17th wrestler in Utah history to ac-
complish such a feat. He loved the out-
doors and embraced the scouting pro-
gram, earning the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Butler loved to serve his fellow men 
and women and did it in variety of 
ways including, as a full-time mis-
sionary for the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints in the Ghana Cape 
Coast Mission in Africa. During this 
time, he spent months improving the 
infrastructure and daily lives of those 
living there. He also brought a message 
of peace and testified of the love our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, has for all his 
children. 

I have been deeply touched by the 
many tributes and words of honor of-
fered on behalf of this courageous sol-
dier since this tragedy occurred. He 
was a truly remarkable young man and 
a seasoned soldier who possessed an un-
wavering commitment to what is right 
and good. 

Butler also had a great love for our 
Nation’s military. His Special Forces 
teammates described him as a ‘‘war-
rior,’’ an ‘‘incredible man, teammate, 
and friend,’’ and someone who ‘‘fought 

with everything he had to the very 
end,’’ but perhaps the greatest tribute 
paid to this brave soldier was simply 
stated by his brother, Shane Butler, 
who said, ‘‘[Aaron] showed us how to 
live.’’ 

Butler leaves behind his loving par-
ents, Randy and Laura Butler of Mon-
ticello, UT; six brothers and one sister; 
his fiancee, Alexandra Seagrove, and 
many neighbors, fellow soldiers, and 
friends. 

The men and women of our Nation’s 
military are my heroes. I honor them 
for their courage, their service, and 
their sacrifice. I am deeply humbled by 
this young man’s life and his willing-
ness to pay the ultimate sacrifice. May 
God bless the friends and family of 
Staff Sergeant Butler with peace and 
comfort at this difficult time. I am cer-
tain Aaron’s life will have a lasting im-
pact on his family, his community, and 
the country he loved. 

f 

REMEMBERING FRAN JARRELL 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

today I wish to remember the life of 
Fran Jarrell, of Paintsville, KY, who 
passed away on August 27, 2017, at the 
age of 72. 

For many years, Fran was a driving 
force in her community. She served on 
numerous public committees and 
boards, supporting the efforts of orga-
nizations from the mentoring com-
mittee for Community of Hope to the 
Paintsville Garden Club. She also was a 
member of the Paintsville City Council 
for many years, dedicating herself to 
making the community a better place 
to live and work. Most recently, Fran 
was the executive director of the 
Paintsville/Johnson County Chamber 
of Commerce, where she was com-
mitted to bringing economic develop-
ment and opportunity to the area. In 
her numerous roles, Fran worked to 
bring out the beauty and possibilities 
of her city. 

The Paintsville community mourned 
Fran’s passing. Flowers decorated the 
entire downtown area as a tribute to 
her life, her passion, and her dedication 
to others. Elaine and I send our condo-
lences to Fran’s children, sisters, 
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. 

f 

PROTECTING CIVIL SOCIETY 
ACTIVISTS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 
speak briefly about a provision that 
was included for the first time by my-
self and Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM in 
the fiscal year 2018 Department of 
State and Foreign Operations appro-
priations bill, which was reported 
unanimously by the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee on September 7. 

Specifically, the committee-reported 
bill includes $15 million to implement a 
U.S. interagency strategy, led by the 
Assistant Secretary of State for De-
mocracy, Human Rights, and Labor, to 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:47 Sep 20, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G19SE6.052 S19SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

V
9H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T06:01:22-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




