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Federal agency for which the candidate
meets Office of Personnel Management qual-
ification standards.

(b) DEAN JOHN A. KNAUSS MARINE POLICY
FELLOWSHIP.—Subsection (a) applies with re-
spect to a former recipient of a Dean John A.
Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship under sec-
tion 208(b) of the National Sea Grant College
Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1127(b)) who—

(1) earned a graduate or post-graduate de-
gree in a field related to ocean, coastal, and
Great Lakes resources or policy from an ac-
credited institution of higher education; and

(2) successfully fulfilled the requirements
of the fellowship within the executive or leg-
islative branch of the United States Govern-
ment.

(¢) LIMITATION.—The direct hire authority
under this section shall be exercised with re-
spect to a specific qualified candidate not
later than 2 years after the date that the
candidate completed the fellowship described
in subsection (b).

SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR NATIONAL SEA GRANT COL-
LEGE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 212(a) (33 U.S.C.
1131(a)) is amended—

(1) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to
be appropriated to the Secretary to carry
out this title—

““(A) $75,600,000 for fiscal year 2017;

“(B) $79,380,000 for fiscal year 2018;

“(C) $83,350,000 for fiscal year 2019;

‘(D) $87,520,000 for fiscal year 2020;

“(B) $91,900,000 for fiscal year 2021; and

“(F) $96,500,000 for fiscal year 2022.”’; and

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

‘“(2) PRIORITY ACTIVITIES FOR FISCAL YEARS
2017 THROUGH 2022.—In addition to the
amounts authorized to be appropriated under
paragraph (1), there are authorized to be ap-
propriated $6,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2017 through 2022 for competitive grants for
the following:

‘“(A) University research on the biology,
prevention, and control of aquatic nonnative
species.

‘(B) University research on oyster dis-
eases, oyster restoration, and oyster-related
human health risks.

‘(C) University research on the biology,
prevention, and forecasting of harmful algal
blooms.

‘(D) University research, education, train-
ing, and extension services and activities fo-
cused on coastal resilience and United States
working waterfronts and other regional or
national priority issues identified in the
strategic plan under section 204(c)(1).

‘“(E) University research and extension on
sustainable aquaculture techniques and tech-
nologies.

‘(F') Fishery research and extension activi-
ties conducted by sea grant colleges or sea
grant institutes to enhance, and not sup-
plant, existing core program funding.”’.

(b) MODIFICATION OF LIMITATIONS ON
AMOUNTS FOR ADMINISTRATION.—Paragraph
(1) of section 212(b) (33 U.S.C. 1131(b)) is
amended to read as follows:

(1) ADMINISTRATION.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—There may not be used
for administration of programs under this
title in a fiscal year more than 5.5 percent of
the lesser of—

‘(i) the amount authorized to be appro-
priated under this title for the fiscal year; or

‘(ii) the amount appropriated under this
title for the fiscal year.

¢(B) CRITICAL STAFFING REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall use
the authority under subchapter VI of chapter
33 of title 5, United States Code, and under
section 210 of this title, to meet any critical
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staffing requirement while carrying out the
activities authorized under this title.

‘(i) EXCEPTION FROM CAP.—For purposes of
subparagraph (A), any costs incurred as a re-
sult of an exercise of authority as described
in clause (i) shall not be considered an
amount used for administration of programs
under this title in a fiscal year.”.

(¢) ALLOCATION OF FUNDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 204(d)(3) (33 U.S.C.
1123(d)(3)) is amended—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘“With respect to sea grant
colleges and sea grant institutes’ and insert-
ing ‘“With respect to sea grant colleges, sea
grant institutes, sea grant programs, and sea
grant projects’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘funding
among sea grant colleges and sea grant insti-
tutes” and inserting ‘‘funding among sea
grant colleges, sea grant institutes, sea
grant programs, and sea grant projects’’.

(2) REPEAL OF REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING
DISTRIBUTION OF EXCESS AMOUNTS.—Section
212 (33 U.S.C. 1131) is amended—

(A) by striking subsection (c); and

(B) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e)
as subsections (¢) and (d), respectively.

SEC. 10. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.

The National Sea Grant College Program
Act (33 U.S.C. 1121 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 204(d)(3)(B) (33 U.S.C.
1123(d)(3)(B)), by moving clause (vi) 2 ems to
the right; and

(2) in section 209(b)(2) (33 U.S.C. 1128(b)(2)),
as amended by section 6, in the third sen-
tence, by striking ‘“The Secretary shall”’ and
inserting the following:

“(3) AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES OF DE-

PARTMENT OF COMMERCE.—The Secretary
shall”.
——
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have 7 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, September 14, 2017 at 9:30
a.m., in 216 Hart Senate Office Build-
ing, in order to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘“‘Nutrition Programs: Perspectives
for the 2018 Farm Bill.”

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, September 14, 2017 at 10
a.m. to conduct a hearing entitled,
“Examining the Committee on Foreign
Investment in the United States.”

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, September 14,
2017, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate
Office Building, to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘Individual Tax Reform.”’

September 14, 2017

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, HEdu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet, during the session of the
Senate, in order to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘Stabilizing Premiums and
Helping Individuals in the Individual
Insurance Market for 2018: Health Care
Stakeholders” on Thursday, September
14, 2017, at 10 a.m., in room 430 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate, on September 14, 2017, at
10 a.m., in SD-226 of the Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building, to conduct an exec-
utive business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, September 14,
2017, at 10 a.m. in order to conduct a
hearing titled “FCC’s Lifeline Pro-
gram: A Case Study of Government
Waste and Mismanagement.”’

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Thursday, September
14, 2017 from 9:30 a.m., in an offsite se-
cure location to hold a closed Member
briefing.

NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE
PROGRAM AMENDMENTS ACT OF
2017

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 26, S. 129.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (8. 129) to reauthorize and amend the
National Sea Grant College Program Act,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
Wicker substitute amendment at the
desk be considered and agreed to, and
the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1091) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall it pass?
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The bill (S. 129),
passed.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

as amended, was

JOBS FOR OUR HEROES ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 202, S. 1393.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (8. 1393) to streamline the process by
which active duty military, reservists, and
veterans receive commercial driver’s li-
censes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1393) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1393

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Jobs for Our
Heroes Act”.

SEC. 2. MEDICAL CERTIFICATE FOR VETERANS

OPERATING COMMERCIAL MOTOR
VEHICLES.
(a) QUALIFIED EXAMINERS.—Section

5403(d)(2) of the FAST Act (49 U.S.C. 31149
note; 129 Stat. 1548) is amended to read as
follows:

‘(2) QUALIFIED
‘qualified examiner’
who—

‘““(A) is employed by the Department of
Veterans Affairs as an advanced practice
nurse, doctor of chiropractic, doctor of medi-
cine, doctor of osteopathy, physician assist-
ant, or other medical professional;

‘“(B) is licensed, certified, or registered in
a State to perform physical examinations;

“(C) is familiar with the standards for, and
physical requirements of, an operator re-
quired to be medically certified under sec-
tion 31149 of title 49, United States Code; and

‘(D) has never, with respect to such sec-
tion, been found to have acted fraudulently,
including by fraudulently awarding a med-
ical certificate.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
5403 of the FAST Act (49 U.S.C. 31149 note;
129 Stat. 1548) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘physi-
cian-approved veteran operator, the qualified
physician” and inserting ‘‘veteran operator
approved by a qualified examiner, the quali-
fied examiner’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘the physician’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the examiner’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘qualified physician’ and
inserting ‘‘qualified examiner’’;

(3) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) by striking ‘‘qualified physicians’ and
inserting ‘‘qualified examiners”; and

EXAMINER.—The term
means an individual

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(B) by striking ‘‘such physicians’ and in-
serting ‘‘such examiners’’; and

(4) in subsection (d)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2),
and (3) as paragraphs (3), (1), and (2), respec-
tively, and by moving the text of paragraph
(3), as redesignated, to appear after para-
graph (2), as redesignated; and

(B) in paragraph (3), as redesignated—

(i) in the paragraph heading, by striking
““PHYSICIAN-APPROVED VETERAN OPERATOR”’
and inserting ‘‘VETERAN OPERATOR APPROVED
BY A QUALIFIED EXAMINER’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘physician-approved vet-
eran operator’” and inserting ‘‘veteran oper-
ator approved by a qualified examiner’’.

(¢c) RULEMAKING.—The amendments made
by this section shall be incorporated into
any rulemaking proceeding related to sec-
tion 5403 of the FAST Act (49 U.S.C. 31149
note; 129 Stat. 1548) that is being conducted
as of the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 3. COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE STAND-

ARDS FOR CURRENT AND FORMER
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

Section 313056(d) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking
“VETERAN OPERATORS” and inserting ‘‘OPER-
ATORS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES, RESERVISTS, OR VETERANS"’;

(2) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (A) during, at least,” and insert-
ing ‘‘subparagraph (A)—

‘‘(i) while serving in the armed forces or re-
serve components; and

¢“(ii) during’’; and

(3) in paragraph (2)(B)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘current or’ before
“former”’ each place the term appears; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘one of’’ before ‘‘the re-
serve components’’.

———————

NO HUMAN TRAFFICKING ON OUR
ROADS ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 203, S. 1532.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1532) to disqualify from operating
a commercial motor vehicle for life an indi-
vidual who uses a commercial motor vehicle
in committing a felony involving human
trafficking.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1532) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1532

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“No Human
Trafficking on Our Roads Act’’.

SEC. 2. LIFETIME DISQUALIFICATION WITHOUT
REINSTATEMENT.

Section 31310(d) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘CoON-
TROLLED SUBSTANCE VIOLATIONS’ and insert-

The
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ing “LIFETIME DISQUALIFICATION WITHOUT
REINSTATEMENT’;

(2) by striking ‘“The Secretary’ and insert-
ing ‘(1) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE VIOLA-
TIONS.—The Secretary’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) HUMAN TRAFFICKING VIOLATIONS.—The
Secretary shall disqualify from operating a
commercial motor vehicle for life an indi-
vidual who uses a commercial motor vehicle
in committing a felony involving an act or
practice described in paragraph (9) of section
103 of the Trafficking Victims Protection
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102(9)).”.

——————

COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING
IN COMMERCIAL VEHICLES ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 204, S. 1536.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 1536) to designate a human traf-
ficking prevention coordinator and to expand
the scope of activities authorized under the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion’s outreach and education program to in-
clude human trafficking prevention activi-
ties, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike
all after the enacting clause and insert
in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Human Trafficking
Act”.

SEC. 2. HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION COOR-
DINATOR.

The Secretary of Transportation shall des-
ignate an official within the Department of
Transportation who shall—

(1) coordinate human trafficking prevention
efforts across modal administrations in the De-
partment of Transportation and with other de-
partments and agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment,; and

(2) in coordinating such efforts, take into ac-
count the unique challenges of combating
human trafficking within different transpor-
tation modes.

SEC. 3. EXPANSION OF OUTREACH AND EDU-
CATION PROGRAM.

Section 31110(c)(1) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: ‘“‘The program authoriced under this
subsection may support, in addition to funds
otherwise available for such purposes, the rec-
ognition, prevention, and reporting of human
trafficking, while deferring to existing resources,
as practicable.”’.

SEC. 4. EXPANSION OF COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LI-
CENSE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM.

Section 31313(a)(3) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking “‘or
the end;

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as sub-
paragraph (F); and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following:

‘“(E) support, in addition to funds otherwise
available for such purposes, the recognition,
prevention, and reporting of human trafficking;
or’.

“Combating
in Commercial Vehicles
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