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To begin this process, Pyongyang 

will first have to verifiably halt their 
nuclear and ballistic missile testing, 
and the United States and our allies 
must indicate a willingness to take 
steps to deescalate the current ten-
sions on the Korean Peninsula. 

China’s assistance will be necessary 
not only in getting talks started but 
also in helping them reach a successful 
conclusion. Only China can provide 
North Korea with certain kinds of se-
curity guarantees which likely will be 
necessary to enhance Pyongyang’s con-
fidence that any agreement will be en-
during. 

Second, it is worth emphasizing that 
an ‘‘America Alone’’ approach is not a 
formula for success in dealing with 
North Korea—or anything else for that 
matter. A complex threat like North 
Korea can’t be successfully confronted 
without assistance from our allies and 
partners in the region—and any suc-
cessful approach must start by 
strengthening our alliances and part-
nerships with Japan and Korea. 

The scope and range of partnership 
with our allies—starting with Japan 
and Korea—is both dynamic and com-
prehensive and has been critical for 
maintaining peace, stability, and eco-
nomic prosperity throughout the Asia- 
Pacific region. 

This stability and prosperity has also 
made the United States more secure 
and more prosperous. It is why the 
United States, after the devastation of 
the Second World War and the Korean 
war, built partnerships with Japan, 
South Korea, and other Asian nations. 
These actions turned the region into 
one of the greatest foreign policy suc-
cess stories of the past 70 years. Any 
successful policy toward North Korea 
must be built on this foundation and 
recognize that our strategic alliances 
combine not just military but also dip-
lomatic and economic elements. 

The election of Moon Jae-in as Presi-
dent of South Korea and our partner-
ship with Prime Minister Abe in Japan 
have created new opportunities to re-
consider and recalibrate our approach 
and encourage us to align and coordi-
nate our approach with that of our re-
gional allies. Nations such as Aus-
tralia, Singapore, and our other 
ASEAN partners also have important 
roles to play. 

The United States has worked dili-
gently for the past several years, start-
ing under the Obama administration, 
to strengthen our alliances and part-
nerships in the region by enhancing 
our defense and deterrence capabilities 
in light of emerging North Korean 
threats. This has included missile de-
fense, extended deterrence, counter-
provocation planning, and a suite of 
other capabilities relevant to the new 
security environment. 

We must continue and deepen these 
defense efforts to assure that we can 
stay ahead of North Korean threats, to 
provide leverage for diplomacy, and to 
maintain an insurance policy for the 
sort of ‘‘containment’’ that will be nec-
essary should diplomacy fail. 

Third, the United States has an im-
portant opportunity to set the broader 
regional context for peace and stability 
on the Korean Peninsula by engaging 
in forward-leaning, principled, multi-
lateral diplomatic engagement. 

Over the years, there have been nu-
merous proposals for multilateral ar-
chitecture in Northeast Asia proposed 
by the nations of the region, as well as 
by the United States. 

While there is ample room for discus-
sion and debate over which model 
might be best, it is clear we need a 
forum to draw the nations of Northeast 
Asia together to engage in confidence- 
building measures and to address out-
standing diplomatic, security, and po-
litical issues so that the right context 
exists for a stable Korean Peninsula. 
When President Trump travels to Asia 
this November, he has an important 
opportunity to move the multilateral 
architecture debate forward as a nec-
essary supporting element of a broader 
North Korea strategy. 

Fourth and finally, the administra-
tion must seek to fully exercise our 
economic leverage, not incrementally 
but robustly and to the maximum ex-
tent feasible, and should immediately 
impose additional economic sanctions 
on Pyongyang. 

Secondary sanctions imposed upon 
firms that trade with North Korea, 
along with other targeted sectoral and 
financial measures through the UN Se-
curity Council, are essential to make it 
more difficult for the Kim Jong Un re-
gime to support its prohibited nuclear 
and missile programs, including the fi-
nancing that fuels its illegal activities. 

The administration must also rigor-
ously implement and enforce the North 
Korea Sanctions and Policy Enforce-
ment Act of 2016, the relevant sections 
of the recently passed Countering 
America’s Adversaries Through Sanc-
tions Act and UNSC resolutions 2270 
and 2321 on North Korea. 

I know several of our colleagues, in-
cluding Senators GARDNER, MARKEY, 
TOOMEY and VAN HOLLEN, also have 
legislation to impose new and addi-
tional sanctions. 

Critically, while many past efforts 
have been targeted at imposing costs 
on North Korea by curtailing trade 
leaving North Korea, to be truly effec-
tive a sanctions regime must have as 
its primary purpose halting the flow of 
goods, finances, and material into 
North Korea. We know that when oil 
shipments have been curtailed in the 
past or when we threaten the ability of 
North Korea to use the international 
financial system to bring its ill-gotten 
funds home, we have gotten 
Pyongyang’s attention. 

We will get their attention again if 
we cut off North Korean elites’ ability 
to continue to enjoy luxury goods. By 
cutting off access to these goods, 
through existing sanctions that are 
often not seriously enforced, we will 
provide an opportunity to focus minds 
in Pyongyang. 

China plays a key role in bringing 
this sort of pressure to bear on North 

Korea, but so do others. Russia, for ex-
ample, houses some 30,000 North Ko-
rean slave laborers, a key source of re-
gime income, and has also supplied 
North Korea with oil and aviation fuel 
in the past, sometimes illicitly. Other 
partners, including Singapore, have 
been key hubs for North Korean activ-
ity. Robust implementation of current 
sanctions to address these activities is 
crucial across all members of the inter-
national community. 

What I have laid out today are lofty 
goals to be sure, but we should stand 
up and try to reach them. Let’s try to 
stop North Korea through diplomacy 
while watching to make sure North 
Korea will not cheat during negotia-
tions or on any final agreement, as 
they have in the past. 

While imperfect in the short term, a 
freeze on North Korea’s nuclear and 
missile program serves our national se-
curity interests. If nothing is done to 
slow North Korea down, its nuclear 
program and delivery systems will con-
tinue to grow, imperiling our allies and 
the American people. Diplomatic en-
gagement that allows us to constrain 
and eventually reverse North Korea’s 
nuclear ambitions may not be ‘‘per-
fect’’ security, but it is enhanced secu-
rity and by far the better option avail-
able. 

Time is no longer on our side, but the 
clock hasn’t run out yet. The United 
States and the international commu-
nity have an opportunity to test the 
proposition of what a robust diplo-
matic surge to North Korea’s aggres-
sion might look like. It is critical that 
we take the opportunity now. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT ‘‘AL’’ LEE 
∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week, I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Albert ‘‘Al’’ Lee of Forsyth. 
Al has made a lifetime of contributions 
to our State and our Nation. Al’s expe-
riences as a veteran, rancher, long- 
serving volunteer, and renowned shoot-
ing sports enthusiast have made him a 
highly respected member of his com-
munity in Rosebud County. 

After finishing his military service 
with the U.S. Air Force during the Ko-
rean war, Al returned to Montana 
State University and married Sharon, 
a fellow Bobcat. Al and Sharon soon 
settled near the Yellowstone River and 
began operating the family ranch. Over 
the years, the Lee family has opened 
large sections of their ranch to the Boy 
Scouts, hunters, and to the partici-
pants of the Matthew Quigley Buffalo 
Rifle Match. The Matthew Quigley Buf-
falo Rifle Match recently completed its 
26th annual competition in June. This 
prestigious shooting match has grown 
from a few dozen shooters the first 
year, to well over 600 shooters this 
year, including international competi-
tors from six nations. 

Al’s love for shooting sports and his 
passion for sharing our Montana cul-
tural traditions has been highly valued 
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at both the State and national levels. 
The Montana Department of Fish, 
Wildlife, and Parks has honored Al for 
over five decades of volunteering to 
teach firearms safety to rising genera-
tions of future hunters. In 2001, The Na-
tional Rifle Association recognized Al 
with their highly esteemed public serv-
ice award. 

Montana cowboys like Al Lee give a 
unique character to the Treasure 
State. Thank you, Al, for the many 
years of service and for strengthening 
our Montana traditions.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING PJM 
INTERCONNECTION 

∑ Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the 90th anniversary of PJM 
Interconnection, which is the Nation’s 
largest competitive wholesale elec-
tricity market. 

Headquartered in Valley Forge, PA, 
PJM performs the critical function of 
supplying electricity to more than 65 
million customers in 13 Midwestern, 
Mid-Atlantic, and Southern States and 
the District of Columbia. 

PJM began in 1927 when three elec-
tric utilities joined together to connect 
their systems and form Pennsylvania- 
New Jersey Interconnection, the 
world’s first continuing power pool. 
Additional utilities joined the coali-
tion over the following decades, and in 
1956, it became known as Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Maryland—PJM—Inter-
connection, the name used today. 
Around the same time, PJM expanded 
its use of new technology by installing 
its first online computer to control 
electric generation and later to mon-
itor grid operations in real time, which 
led to improved reliability and better 
customer service. 

PJM is also celebrating its 20th anni-
versary as an independent system oper-
ator, ISO. In 1997, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, FERC, ap-
proved PJM as the Nation’s first fully 
functioning ISO, which operates but 
does not own electric transmission sys-
tems. Five years later, PJM became 
the first regional transmission organi-
zation in the country when FERC en-
couraged the formation of these enti-
ties to increase access to competitive 
wholesale energy markets. Over the 
past two decades, PJM has continued 
its focus on innovation and customer 
service by expanding utility member-
ship, developing generating capacity, 
and diversifying its energy portfolio to 
include coal, natural gas, and nuclear. 

In addition, PJM is recognized by its 
peers as a leader in the competitive 
wholesale electricity sector. The firm 
continues to focus on improving energy 
storage, grid technology, and demand 
response. PJM first provided wholesale 
electricity in 1927, and I am confident 
that PJM will continue its commit-
ment to affordability, reliability, and 
customer service for the foreseeable fu-
ture.∑ 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED 

At 12:38 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled joint resolution: 

S.J. Res. 49. Joint resolution condemning 
the violence and domestic terrorist attack 
that took place during events between Au-
gust 11 and August 12, 2017, in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, recognizing the first respond-
ers who lost their lives while monitoring the 
events, offering deepest condolences to the 
families and friends of those individuals who 
were killed and deepest sympathies and sup-
port to those individuals who were injured 
by the violence, expressing support for the 
Charlottesville community, rejecting White 
nationalists, White supremacists, the Ku 
Klux Klan, neo-Nazis, and other hate groups, 
and urging the President and the President’s 
Cabinet to use all available resources to ad-
dress the threats posed by those groups. 

The enrolled joint resolution was 
subsequently signed by the President 
pro tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION 
PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, September 14, 2017, she 
had presented to the President of the 
United States the following joint reso-
lution: 

S.J. Res. 49. Joint resolution condemning 
the violence and domestic terrorist attack 
that took place during events between Au-
gust 11 and August 12, 2017, in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, recognizing the first respond-
ers who lost their lives while monitoring the 
events, offering deepest condolences to the 
families and friends of those individuals who 
were killed and deepest sympathies and sup-
port to those individuals who were injured 
by the violence, expressing support for the 
Charlottesville community, rejecting White 
nationalists, White supremacists, the Ku 
Klux Klan, neo-Nazis, and other hate groups, 
and urging the President and the President’s 
Cabinet to use all available resources to ad-
dress the threats posed by those groups. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments: 

S. 1088. A bill to require the collection of 
voluntary feedback on services provided by 
agencies, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
115–156). 

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment: 

S. 1103. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to issue Department- 
wide guidance and to develop training pro-
grams as part of the Department of Home-
land Security Blue Campaign, and for other 
purposes (Rept. No. 115–157). 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. JOHNSON for the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

*Robert P. Storch, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Inspector General of the Na-
tional Security Agency. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Ralph R. Erickson, of North Dakota, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Eighth 
Circuit. 

Donald C. Coggins, Jr., of South Carolina, 
to be United States District Judge for the 
District of South Carolina. 

Dabney Langhorne Friedrich, of California, 
to be United States District Judge for the 
District of Columbia. 

Stephen S. Schwartz, of Virginia, to be a 
Judge of the United States Court of Federal 
Claims for a term of fifteen years. 

Robert J. Higdon, Jr., of North Carolina, to 
be United States Attorney for the Eastern 
District of North Carolina for the term of 
four years. 

J. Cody Hiland, of Arkansas, to be United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Arkansas for the term of four years. 

Joshua J. Minkler, of Indiana, to be United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of 
Indiana for the term of four years. 

Byung J. Pak, of Georgia, to be United 
States Attorney for the Northern District of 
Georgia for the term of four years. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
BOOZMAN): 

S. 1805. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to establish a program to recog-
nize farms that have been in continuous op-
eration for 100 years; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
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