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Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORKER, Mr. 
CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COT-
TON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, 
Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. FRANKEN, 
Mr. GARDNER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. HARRIS, 
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HATCH, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, 
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, 
Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCOTT, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. STRANGE, Mr. SULLIVAN, 
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. WYDEN, and 
Mr. YOUNG): 

S. Res. 254. A resolution relative to the 
death of Pietro ‘‘Pete’’ Vichi Domenici, 
former United States Senator for the State 
of New Mexico; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 266 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 266, a bill to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to Anwar 
Sadat in recognition of his heroic 
achievements and courageous contribu-
tions to peace in the Middle East. 

S. 324 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 324, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the provision 
of adult day health care services for 
veterans. 

S. 479 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 479, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to waive coin-
surance under Medicare for colorectal 
cancer screening tests, regardless of 
whether therapeutic intervention is re-
quired during the screening. 

S. 693 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) and the Senator from 
Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 693, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to increase 
the number of permanent faculty in 
palliative care at accredited allopathic 
and osteopathic medical schools, nurs-
ing schools, social work schools, and 
other programs, including physician 
assistant education programs, to pro-
mote education and research in pallia-
tive care and hospice, and to support 

the development of faculty careers in 
academic palliative medicine. 

S. 1002 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) and the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1002, a bill to 
enhance the ability of community fi-
nancial institutions to foster economic 
growth and serve their communities, 
boost small businesses, increase indi-
vidual savings, and for other purposes. 

S. 1018 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1018, a bill to provide humani-
tarian assistance for the Venezuelan 
people, to defend democratic govern-
ance and combat widespread public 
corruption in Venezuela, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1034 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1034, a bill to improve ag-
ricultural job opportunities, benefits, 
and security for aliens in the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

S. 1042 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1042, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code to exclude 
Segal Americorps Education Awards 
and related awards from income. 

S. 1465 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1465, a bill to terminate the prohibi-
tions on the exportation and importa-
tion of natural gas, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1500 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1500, a bill to amend the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Act to en-
sure that the reciprocal deposits of an 
insured depository institution are not 
considered to be funds obtained by or 
through a deposit broker, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1505 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1505, a bill to provide that silencers be 
treated the same as firearms acces-
sories. 

S. 1520 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1520, a bill to expand recreational 
fishing opportunities through enhanced 
marine fishery conservation and man-
agement, and for other purposes. 

S. 1589 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 

(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1589, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 and the Small 
Business Act to expand the availability 
of employee stock ownership plans in S 
corporations, and for other purposes. 

S. 1595 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1595, a bill to amend the Hizballah 
International Financing Prevention 
Act of 2015 to impose additional sanc-
tions with respect to Hizballah, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1697 
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1697, a bill to condition assistance to 
the West Bank and Gaza on steps by 
the Palestinian Authority to end vio-
lence and terrorism against Israeli citi-
zens and United States Citizens. 

S. 1706 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1706, a bill to prevent human health 
threats posed by the consumption of 
equines raised in the United States. 

S. 1754 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1754, a bill to reauthorize 
section 340H of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to continue to encourage the 
expansion, maintenance, and establish-
ment of approved graduate medical 
residency programs at qualified teach-
ing health centers, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1801 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1801, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to require insti-
tutions of higher education to have an 
independent advocate for campus sex-
ual assault prevention and response. 

AMENDMENT NO. 329 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 329 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 426 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 426 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 
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At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 426 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, supra. 

AMENDMENT NO. 490 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 490 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 519 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 519 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 533 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) and the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 533 intended to be proposed to 
H.R. 2810, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2018 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 534 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) and the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 534 intended to be proposed to 
H.R. 2810, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2018 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 563 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 563 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 592 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from Washington 

(Ms. CANTWELL), the Senator from 
North Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP), the Sen-
ator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO), 
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
MURPHY), the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from In-
diana (Mr. DONNELLY) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 592 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 607 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 607 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 636 
At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 636 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 699 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 699 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 717 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 717 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 739 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 739 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 

and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 768 
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN), the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
768 intended to be proposed to H.R. 
2810, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2018 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 770 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 770 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 841 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 841 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 846 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 846 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 855 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 855 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 859 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP), the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MORAN) and the Senator 
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from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
859 intended to be proposed to H.R. 
2810, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2018 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 867 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 867 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 879 

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 879 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 892 

At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 892 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 915 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 915 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 942 

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 942 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 984 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MARKEY), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator 
from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN), the 
Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the 
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ), the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), 
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY), the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. PETERS), the Senator from 
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL), the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Mr. 
FRANKEN), the Senator from Hawaii 
(Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from 
California (Ms. HARRIS) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 984 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 990 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 990 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 993 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 993 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 993 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, supra. 

AMENDMENT NO. 996 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) were added as cosponsors of 
amendment No. 996 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. 
COONS, and Mr. TILLIS): 

S. 1803. A bill to improve medical re-
search on marijuana; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today, I 
am introducing a proposal that could 
substantially improve America’s 
healthcare. Despite what some of my 
colleagues believe, it does not take a 
sweeping overhaul of ObamaCare to do 
this. Sometimes, even small changes 
can have a huge impact on people’s 
lives. 

That is why, throughout my four dec-
ades of public service, I have worked to 
shine a light on the need for innovative 
treatments to help those who suffer 
from debilitating illness and rare dis-
eases. In that same spirit, I am joining 
Senator SCHATZ today to introduce the 
Marijuana Effective Drug Studies Act, 
or MEDS Act, which has the potential 
to benefit millions of Americans who 
are suffering from a wide range of con-
ditions, including cancer, severe epi-
lepsy, post-traumatic stress disorder, 
residual effects after a stroke, or 
chronic pain. 

It is high time to address research 
into medical marijuana. Our country 
has experimented with a variety of 
State solutions without properly delv-
ing into the weeds on the effectiveness, 
safety, dosing, administration, and 
quality of medical marijuana. 

Now, all puns aside, it will surprise 
no one that I am strongly against the 
use of recreational marijuana. I worry, 
however, that in our zeal to enforce the 
law, we too often blind ourselves to the 
medicinal benefits of natural sub-
stances, like cannabis. While I cer-
tainly do not support the use of mari-
juana for recreational purposes, the 
evidence shows that cannabis possesses 
medicinal properties that can truly 
change people’s lives for the better, 
and I believe we would be remiss if we 
threw out the baby with the bath 
water. 

In many cases, the compounds found 
in cannabis are the only hope for 
Americans who suffer from chronic 
medical conditions, such as severe epi-
lepsy. Take the difficult case of a 
young man from Eagle Mountain, UT, 
who suffers from a number of different 
epileptic disorders and developmental 
ailments. My friend regularly takes 17 
pills on a daily basis. Yet he continues 
to have seizures regularly. The current 
treatment for his condition, with no 
guarantee of success, would be invasive 
brain surgery. 

This poor family is seeking help, 
yearning for a way for their child to 
live a safe and healthy life. Compounds 
found in marijuana could significantly 
mitigate the severity of my friend’s 
seizures and even help him lead a nor-
mal life, but current regulations pre-
vent the development of any such 
treatment from going forward. So this 
young man is left to suffer. Luckily, 
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