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thoroughly investigated. Those who
knowingly advertise minors for com-
mercial sex must be held accountable.

It is appalling that even as serious
questions about Backpage.com’s culpa-
bility are raised, law enforcement offi-
cers do not have all of the tools they
need to prevent young children from
being exploited on the site.

The language we have included in the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act
will prevent the continued victimiza-
tion of children by providing law en-
forcement with a tool to prevent traf-
fickers from using online tools to fur-
ther their exploitation.

Specifically, the provision adds civil
injunction authority to the criminal
statute that prohibits the advertise-
ment of commercial sex acts with a
minor. This allows the Department of
Justice to file civil enforcement cases
to prevent traffickers from using the
internet and other tech platforms to
sell children for sex.

Civil injunction authority is not new.
It exists for the Attorney General to
obtain orders against criminal defend-
ants to stop them from committing
certain kinds of crimes. For example,
such authority has been used by the
Department to shut down websites
from distributing software for spying
on people.

Adding this authority to existing
criminal trafficking provisions gives
law enforcement a more readily acces-
sible means to deny human traffickers
access to platforms like Backpage.com
and thereby restrict their ability to
traffic children online.

I am similarly proud to have cospon-
sored the Abolish Human Trafficking
Act, which was led by Senators CORNYN
and KLOBUCHAR. The bill includes crit-
ical provisions to aid victims in restor-
ing their lives. It extends the Domestic
Trafficking Victims’ Fund, which helps
fund victim services and increase law
enforcement efforts. It also expands
mandatory restitution provisions for
sex tourism and other trafficking-re-
lated crimes.

The bill further strengthens law en-
forcement’s ability to prevent and
prosecute trafficking offenses For ex-
ample, the Abolish Human Trafficking
Act expands the authority of Federal,
State, and local law enforcement agen-
cies to use wiretaps in sexual exploi-
tation cases. It also enhances statutory
maximum penalties for several human
trafficking offenses and establishes a
human trafficking coordinator at every
U.S. Attorney’s Office.

As the sex trafficking industry con-
tinues to evolve, so must our laws. We
must ensure that we are doing all we
can to curtail this criminal enterprise
and do right by those who have been
victimized. The bills we have passed
last night aim to do just that. Again, I
congratulate my colleagues on the pas-
sage of this important, comprehensive
legislation. I hope that ending the
scourge of human trafficking will con-
tinue to be a top priority for this body.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BUF-
FALO BILL CENTER OF THE
WEST

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of the founding of the Buffalo
Bill Center of the West in Cody, WY.
On January 10, 1917, William F. ‘“Buf-
falo Bill”’ Cody passed away, resulting
in the creation of the Buffalo Bill Me-
morial Association on March 1, 1917.
This association became known as the
Buffalo Bill Center of the West on Feb-
ruary 8, 2013, and has since performed
the task of preserving the great legacy
and historical significance of Buffalo
Bill Cody. He came to symbolize the
American West and lived the tale like
no other as an explorer, frontiersman,
soldier, scout, actor, entrepreneur, and
civic leader.

In 1867, Cody received his nickname
of ‘“Buffalo Bill”’ as he hunted buffalo
for the Kansas Pacific Railroad, where
he became known as an expert shot. He
soon became a civilian scout for the
U.S. Army, and in that capacity, he
was awarded the U.S Congressional
Medal of Honor. In 1883, Cody created
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West show, in which
he gained fame and notoriety for the
show’s dramatic recreations of life on
the frontier. The performances high-
lighted Cody’s knowledge of the Amer-
ican West. Cody was an important
source of information regarding the
West for American Presidents from
Ulysses S. Grant to Woodrow Wilson.

After his death, the Buffalo Bill mu-
seum opened on July 4, 1927, to tell the
story of Col. William F. ‘“Buffalo Bill”’
Cody. Since this opening, the Buffalo
Bill Center has expanded and become
known as one of America’s finest West-
ern museums. The center actually fea-
tures four museums: the Whitney Gal-
lery of Western Art, the Buffalo Bill
Museum, the Plains Indian museum,
and the Cody Firearms Museum.

Thanks to the overwhelming support
and dedicated staff and board of trust-
ees, there is always something new to
see and explore from the days of the
Wild West. It represents a story of a
time when people who were larger than
life dominated the national stage, and
thanks to the historical center, they
will never be forgotten. I encourage
folks to come to Wyoming and explore
the Buffalo Bill Center of the West. It
will be an experience they will never
forget. It is an opportunity to see first-
hand what inspired Buffalo Bill to take
the story of the West and tell it all
over the world. I am pleased to be a
part of this tradition and express my
continuing support for the Buffalo Bill
Center of the West and its inspiring
education of the American West. Con-
gratulations on 100 years and my best
wishes for the next 100.

Thank you.

——
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF BRIDGTON
HOSPITAL

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 100th anniversary
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of Bridgton Hospital. Over the past 100
years, Bridgton Hospital in Bridgton,
ME, has consistently provided high
quality, personal patient care for local
communities in western Maine. Nation-
ally recognized for its excellent per-
formance, I am pleased to honor this
hospital for its century of service and
commitment to our State.

Bridgton Hospital was originally
founded in 1917 after Bridgton resident
Clara Fogg left a bequest for the cre-
ation of the facility. Since then,
Bridgton Hospital has grown tremen-
dously due to the diligent efforts and
commitment by community leaders. In
1999, Bridgton Hospital became a sub-
sidiary of Central Maine Medical Cen-
ter, making it a crucial part of the in-
tegrated regional healthcare system.
During this past decade, Bridgton Hos-
pital has taken a number of steps to
expand its services, facilities, and oper-
ations, giving patients access to high
quality care close to home that they
once had to travel miles to receive.

The exceptional team of physicians,
professional clinicians, nurses, staff,
and volunteers who work together to
make Bridgton Hospital truly unique
have garnered a number of awards for
its care. In 2016 alone, it was one of 21
hospitals to be awarded ‘“‘Top Rural
Hospital” in the country. Bridgton
Hospital was also selected as one of the
top 20 hospitals in the categories of
overall performance and quality out-
comes out of 1,400 small and rural hos-
pitals in the U.S. The hospital was the
only hospital in Maine to achieve top
performance in all categories, includ-
ing overall, quality outcomes, services
scores, and financial results, as award-
ed by Maine Health Access Foundation.
In past years, Bridgton Hospital has
also been named one of the Best Places
to Work in Maine. Additionally in 2016,
Bridgton Hospital CEO David Frum
was recognized as a ‘“Top 50 Critical
Access CEOs to Know” by Becker’s
Hospital Review magazine. Frum was
recognized for his leadership and com-
mitment to excellence.

In January 2017, I had the privilege to
personally visit Bridgton Hospital and
speak with their healthcare experts
and providers. This hospital stands as a
shining example of how strong leader-
ship and compassion for the commu-
nity results in a successful organiza-
tion. Bridgton Hospital has played an
instrumental role in ensuring safe and
quality healthcare in Maine. I wish to
join the entire Bridgton community in
congratulating Bridgton Hospital on
their centennial achievement and
thank them for their immeasurable
service to the State of Maine.

———

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL KELLEY
KASH

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and thank Col.
Kelley Kash for his exceptional service
to our Nation while serving in the U.S.
Air Force, as well as his leadership as
the CEO of Maine Veterans’ Homes,
MVH, a post he has held since 2007.
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Colonel Kash grew up in a military
family. His father was a career Army
officer and flew helicopters in Viet-
nam. While not a native of Maine,
Colonel Kash first moved to the State
of Maine to attend Colby College in
Waterville, where he graduated in 1981
with a bachelor of arts in classics. He
then went on to earn his master of
science in hospital and health services
administration from Ohio State Uni-
versity, before earning a commission in
the U.S. Air Force in 1984. As deputy
commander of an air transportable hos-
pital, he provided medical support to
deployed U.S. forces in support of Oper-
ation Provide Comfort, as well as med-
ical care to over 5,000 indigent Haitian
patients. In his final assignment, he
served as commander of the 18th Med-
ical Group, the largest U.S. Air Force
medical unit in the Pacific.

Upon his retirement from Active
Duty in 2007, the veterans community
of Maine was fortunate to gain a pro-
found leader when Colonel Kash was
hired as the CEO of Maine Veterans’
Home. During his tenure as CEO, he di-
rected a successful national effort that
inspired Federal legislation to correct
serious underfunding problems with
the new VA program for severely dis-
abled veterans receiving care in State
veterans homes.

While his efforts and achievements
both in the Air Force and with MVH
are notable, a few highlights that illus-
trate his leadership are MVH Scar-
borough became the first nursing home
in Maine to achieve the rare Gold Ex-
cellence in Quality Award by the
American Health Care Association and
one of only 31 awarded nationally since
1997. Not only have all six facilities in
Maine been recognized for providing
quality customer services, but they
have also achieved the elite Silver
Achievement in Quality Award. Four
MVH facilities are currently at the
highest five-star overall rating by the
Center of Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices for survey results, staffing, and
quality indicators.

Colonel Kash has prepared Maine
Veterans’ Home for long-term success
by completing a strategic master plan
for all MVH campuses with the goal of
better delivering resident-directed care
in ‘““home’” environments using small-
house model design principles. His plan
includes over $200 million worth of
funding spanning over the next 15
years. His plan is already underway
with modernizations projects occurring
at various MVH locations in Maine, in-
cluding a state-of-the-art therapy and
rehab addition at Bangor, a multipur-
pose room addition at Machias, and de-
centralized dining projects at Scar-
borough, Bangor, and South Paris.
Colonel Kash’s leadership has led
Maine Veterans’ Homes to remarkable
transformations and major success in
providing better care for Maine’s vet-
erans. On behalf of veterans commu-
nities across the State of Maine, I want
to thank Colonel Kash for his commit-
ment to providing excellent care and
access to services for our veterans.
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TRIBUTE TO MASTER GUNNERY
SERGEANT WILLIAM T. MAHONEY

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute and honor the dis-
tinguished service of one of my former
Defense fellows, Marine Corps MGySgt
William T. Mahoney. Will and his fam-
ily have faithfully served our Nation
for 30 years, and for that, we are for-
ever grateful. Will’s service has always
been exemplary, and he will be sorely
missed as he moves on to enjoy his
well-deserved retirement.

Will enlisted in the Marine Corps on
January 7, 1987, and attended basic
training in Parris Island, SC. His occu-
pational specialty training as a
ground-to-air missile systems operator
took place at Fort Bliss in El Paso, TX.
Tours in Yuma, AZ, and OKkinawa,
Japan, followed, with deployments to
San Clemente Island, CA, and South
Korea.

Will was selected for Marine security
guard duty while in Japan and, after
graduating, went to school in
Quantico, VA, and served at the U.S.
Embassy security detachments in Vi-
enna, Austria, and Lusaka, Zambia.
Upon his return to the United States,
he was assigned to Marine Corps Air
Station in Cherry Point, NC. Following
this tour, Will was assigned to 8th Ma-
rine Corps District Recruiting Head-
quarters in New Orleans, LA.

Selected for Marine security guard
duty for a second time while serving in
New Orleans, Will returned to Quantico
for training as a security detachment
commander. After completing his
training as the class honor graduate,
Will assumed command of the Marine
detachment at the American Embassy
in Ljubljana, Slovenia. He later served
as command of the security detach-
ment in Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia,
where he was meritoriously promoted
to the rank of gunnery sergeant and se-
lected for instructor duty in Quantico.

Will served as an instructor-adviser
and the operations chief for Marine
Corps Embassy Security Guard School,
where he was responsible for training
the men and women who guard Amer-
ica’s embassies and consulates around
the world. Upon completion of that
tour, Will was assigned to Marine
Corps Air Station, New River, NC. He
deployed to Anbar Province, Iraq, in
late 2008.

While serving in Iraq, Will was se-
lected for the prestigious congressional
fellowship program, one of only four
enlisted servicemembers to have been
selected for this program at that time.
After returning stateside in August
2009 and completing several months of
familiarization training and education
in Washington, DC, he was assigned to
serve as a member of my legislative
staff. Will provided invaluable insight
on matters ranging from the New
START Nuclear Disarmament Treaty
to veterans’ affairs issues to weapons
procurement programs for the Depart-
ment of Defense.

Following his fellowship in my office,
Will was assigned as the senior enlisted
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adviser to the Undersecretary of De-
fense for Personnel and Readiness. In
this position, he advised senior Depart-
ment of Defense officials on all matters
pertaining to the enlisted members of
the Armed Forces, their families, and
retirees. Additionally, Will assumed
the additional duty of senior enlisted
adviser to the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Health Affairs for more
than 2 years, providing senior military
medical leadership with a line perspec-
tive on many initiatives and policies.

After completing his time in the Pen-
tagon, Will was selected to serve as the
senior enlisted adviser to the director
of the White House Military Office,
WHMO. In this position, he advised the
director and other senior White House
officials on all matters pertaining to
the members of the Armed Forces as-
signed to support the office of the Pres-
idency.

Will’s humble character rarely does
justice to his accomplishments and ac-
colades. However, he does speak very
proudly of his wife, Claire, and their
three daughters, Katrina, Shannon, and
Sophie. Military families are true tes-
taments of both strength and pride.
They are constantly challenged by de-
ployments, changes in duty stations,
and uncertainties. These hurdles create
resiliency, which the Mahoney family
patriotically embodies. Will’s family is
his pride and joy and will be equally
missed by all they have served with.

While we will miss seeing Will in uni-
form, his future endeavors will con-
tinue to make us proud. I want to
again thank Will and his family for
their service to our great Nation and
congratulate him on his retirement.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CONNOR WESTLAKE

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, Connor
Westlake of Bozeman, MT, is a driven,
determined and diligent 19-year-old
who has proven to be a leader among
his peers and in his community. As an
athlete, Connor has had a distinguished
career and was awarded the Christian
Character Award by the Montana
Christian Athletic Association These
experiences have led him to apply his
leadership in the service of our Na-
tion’s defense, continuing the legacy of
military service of his grandfathers,
U.S. Marines, U.S. Navy; and uncles,
U.S. Navy.

Connor has spent the past year pre-
paring to enter the U.S. Army, where
he plans to serve his country in Special
Forces with the Green Berets. He will
war the uniform for the first time later
this month upon arrival at Fort
Benning, GA, where he will be among a
group of highly qualified recruits who
will proceed directly from initial entry
training to Special Forces training.
Upon completion of the rigorous and
challenging 2-year training, Connor
will become a member of one of the
best and most highly skilled combat
forces in the world.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T06:24:11-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




