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sympathies and support to those indi-
viduals who were injured by the vio-
lence, expressing support for the Char-
lottesville community, rejecting White 
nationalists, White supremacists, the 
Ku Klux Klan, neo-Nazis, and other 
hate groups, and urging the President 
and the President’s Cabinet to use all 
available resources to address the 
threats posed by those groups. 

AMENDMENT NO. 328 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 328 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 329 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 329 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 479 
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 479 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 533 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 533 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 559 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 559 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 593 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Massa-

chusetts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a 
cosponsor of amendment No. 593 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 622 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 622 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 623 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 623 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 663 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 663 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 671 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a 
cosponsor of amendment No. 671 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 763 

At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) and the Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 763 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 799 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 799 intended 
to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 806 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 806 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. HAR-
RIS, and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 1772. A bill to remove all statues of 
individuals who voluntarily served the 
Confederate States of America from 
display in the Capitol of the United 
States; to the Committee on Rules and 
Administration. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr.President, today I 
rise to speak about the introduction of 
the Confederate Monument Removal 
Act. This legislation would properly re-
move certain statues on display in the 
Capitol as part of the National Stat-
uary Hall Collection so they can be ex-
hibited elsewhere in the proper histor-
ical context. I am proud to introduce 
this legislation today and I want to 
thank Representative BARBARA LEE for 
her leadership in the House on this bill. 

On July 2, 1864, a law was enacted 
that created the National Statuary 
Hall Collection, which allows states to 
select two statues of deceased individ-
uals to be displayed in the Capitol. 
States are supposed to choose people 
‘‘who have been citizens thereof, and il-
lustrious for their historic renown or 
for distinguished civil or military serv-
ices.’’ Figures like George Washington, 
Samuel Adams, and Dwight D. Eisen-
hower grace the collection and are 
prominently on display in the Capitol. 
The collection is meant to honor patri-
ots who served, sacrificed, or made tre-
mendous contributions to our Nation. 

People who served the Confederate 
States of America do not deserve that 
honor. These are individuals who took 
up arms against the Union and in-
flicted catastrophic death and suffering 
among United States citizens. Simply 
put, they fall well short of that high 
bar. 

Moreover, the presence of these stat-
ues in the National Statuary Hall Col-
lection ignores the context in which 
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these monuments were first erected. 
Statues of Robert E. Lee and Jefferson 
Davis were erected across the United 
States in the post-Reconstruction era 
and during the civil rights movement 
as symbols of white suppression and de-
fiance of Federal authority. They do 
not represent Southern heritage and 
those who advocate thus are engaging 
in revisionist history and are white-
washing our past. 

That is why I am introducing the 
Confederate Monument Removal Act, a 
bill that would mandate the removal of 
all eleven statues of people who volun-
tarily served the Confederate States of 
America from the National Statuary 
Hall Collection in the Capitol within 
120 days. The list of statues that would 
be removed includes Joseph Wheeler of 
Alabama, Uriah Milton Rose of Arkan-
sas, Edmund Kirby Smith of Florida, 
Zebulon Vance of North Carolina, Alex-
ander Hamilton Stephens of Georgia, 
Edward Douglas White of Louisiana, 
Jefferson Davis of Mississippi, James 
Zachariah George of Mississippi, Wade 
Hampton of South Carolina, Robert E. 
Lee of Virginia, and John Kenna of 
West Virginia. 

The legislation would allow a State 
who selected the statue to be displayed 
in the collection to reclaim the statue 
if they pay for its transportation back 
to the State. If a State declines to re-
claim it back, it would turn possession 
of the statue over to the Smithsonian, 
an institution that is more than capa-
ble of displaying the statues in the 
proper historical context and where a 
constructive dialogue can take place 
about our Nation’s history. 

I am grateful that this legislation is 
endorsed by organizations such as the 
Leadership Conference on Civil and 
Human Rights, the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored 
People, and the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund. 

Some have argued that this will lead 
to the removal of other statues and 
monuments of prominent figures who 
played an important role in our Na-
tion’s history. That is plainly false. 
This bill only touches on those who 
were traitors against their Country 
and whose statues were erected as a 
symbol of white supremacy. 

It is true that the Confederate Monu-
ment Removal Act does not remove 
certain statues in the Capitol that 
some people find offensive and who ar-
guably should not be honored in such a 
way. For instance, the bill would not 
remove the statue of John C. Calhoun, 
a white supremacist and a vigorous de-
fender of slavery. This is a conversa-
tion we as a Nation must have regard-
ing how to best tell the truth of our 
past. 

But surely we can all agree that peo-
ple who took up arms against their 
Country should not be venerated in the 
Capitol, a place all Americans should 
feel welcomed, encouraged, and in-
spired. These statues must be moved 
not just because of who they were in 
the past, but because of who we are 

now as a Nation and who we must be to 
ensure an even better and brighter fu-
ture for generations to come. 

I am proud to introduce the Confed-
erate Monument Removal Act and I 
urge its speedy passage. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. HATCH, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
WARNER, and Mr. GRASSLEY): 

S. 1781. A bill to reauthorize grant 
programs to improve the prevention, 
investigation, and prosecution of eco-
nomic, high technology, Internet, and 
other white collar crimes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1781 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
White Collar Crime Control Act of 2017’’ 
SEC. 2. PREVENTION, INVESTIGATION, AND PROS-

ECUTION OF ECONOMIC, HIGH 
TECHNOLOGY, INTERNET, AND 
OTHER WHITE COLLAR CRIME. 

Section 401 of the Prioritizing Resources 
and Organization for Intellectual Property 
Act of 2008 (42 U.S.C. 3713a) is amended by 
striking subsection (b) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION.—The Director of the 

Bureau of Justice Assistance is authorized to 
enter into a cooperative agreement with or 
make a grant to an eligible entity for the 
purpose of improving the identification, in-
vestigation, and prosecution of white collar 
crime (including each category of such 
crimes set forth in subparagraphs (A) 
through (C) of paragraph (2)) by providing 
comprehensive, direct, and practical training 
and technical assistance to law enforcement 
officers, investigators, auditors and prosecu-
tors in States and units of local government. 

‘‘(2) WHITE COLLAR CRIME DEFINED.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘white 
collar crime’ includes— 

‘‘(A) high-tech crime, including cyber and 
electronic crime and related threats; 

‘‘(B) economic crime, including financial 
fraud and mortgage fraud; and 

‘‘(C) Internet-based crime against children 
and child pornography. 

‘‘(3) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this sub-
section include the following: 

‘‘(A) To ensure that training is available 
for State, local, tribal and territorial law en-
forcement agencies and officers nationwide 
to support local efforts to identify, prevent, 
investigate, and prosecute cyber and finan-
cial crimes, including those crimes facili-
tated via computer networks and other elec-
tronic means, and crimes involving financial 
and economic impacts such as intellectual 
property crimes. 

‘‘(B) To deliver training to State, local, 
tribal, and territorial law enforcement offi-
cers, and other criminal justice professionals 
concerning the use of proven methodologies 
to— 

‘‘(i) prevent, detect, and respond to white 
collar crimes; 

‘‘(ii) recognize emerging issues; 
‘‘(iii) manage electronic and financial 

crime evidence; and 

‘‘(iv) improve local criminal justice agency 
responses to such threats. 

‘‘(C) To provide operational and technical 
assistance and training concerning tools, 
products, resources, guidelines, and proce-
dures to— 

‘‘(i) aid and enhance criminal intelligence 
analysis; and 

‘‘(ii) conduct white collar crime investiga-
tions and related justice information sharing 
at the local and State levels. 

‘‘(D) To provide appropriate training on 
protections for privacy, civil rights, and civil 
liberties in the conduct of criminal intel-
ligence analysis and cyber and electronic 
crime and financial crime investigations, in-
cluding in the development of policies, 
guidelines, and procedures by State, local, 
tribal, and territorial law enforcement agen-
cies to protect and enhance privacy, civil 
rights, and civil liberties protections and 
identify weaknesses and gaps in the protec-
tion of privacy, civil rights, and civil lib-
erties. 

‘‘(4) AUTHORIZED PROGRAMS.—A grant or co-
operative agreement awarded under this sub-
section may be made only for the following 
programs, with respect to the prevention, in-
vestigation, and prosecution of certain 
criminal activities: 

‘‘(A) Programs to provide a nationwide 
support system for State and local criminal 
justice agencies. 

‘‘(B) Programs to assist State and local 
criminal justice agencies to develop, estab-
lish, and maintain intelligence-focused polic-
ing strategies and related information shar-
ing. 

‘‘(C) Programs to provide training and in-
vestigative support services to State and 
local criminal justice agencies to provide 
such agencies with skills and resources need-
ed to investigate and prosecute white collar 
criminal activities and related criminal ac-
tivities. 

‘‘(D) Programs to provide research support, 
to establish partnerships, and to provide 
other resources to aid State and local crimi-
nal justice agencies to prevent, investigate, 
and prosecute white collar criminal activi-
ties and related problems. 

‘‘(E) Programs to provide information and 
research to the general public to facilitate 
the prevention of white collar criminal ac-
tivities. 

‘‘(F) Programs to establish or support na-
tional training and research centers region-
ally to provide training and research services 
for State and local criminal justice agencies. 

‘‘(G) Programs to provide training and 
oversight to State and local criminal justice 
agencies to develop and comply with applica-
ble privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties 
related policies, procedures, rules, laws, and 
guidelines. 

‘‘(H) Any other programs specified by the 
Attorney General as furthering the purposes 
of this subsection. 

‘‘(5) APPLICATION.—To be eligible for an 
award of a grant or cooperative agreement 
under this subsection, an entity shall submit 
to the Director of the Bureau of Justice As-
sistance an application in such form and 
manner, and containing such information, as 
required by the Director of the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance. 

‘‘(6) ELIGIBILITY.—States, units of local 
government, not-for-profit entities, and in-
stitutions of higher-education with dem-
onstrated capacity and experience in deliv-
ering training, technical assistance and 
other resources including direct, practical 
laboratory training to law enforcement offi-
cers, investigators, auditors and prosecutors 
in States and units of local government and 
over the Internet shall be eligible to receive 
an award under this subsection. 
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‘‘(7) RULES AND REGULATIONS.—The Direc-

tor of the Bureau of Justice Assistance shall 
promulgate such rules and regulations as are 
necessary to carry out this subsection, in-
cluding rules and regulations for submitting 
and reviewing applications under paragraph 
(5). 

‘‘(8) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated 
$13,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2018 
through 2022 to carry out this subsection. 

‘‘(c) ACCOUNTABILITY.—All grants awarded 
by the Director of the Bureau of Justice As-
sistance under this section shall be subject 
to the following accountability provisions: 

‘‘(1) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the 

term ‘unresolved audit finding’ means a find-
ing in the final audit report of the Inspector 
General of the Department of Justice that 
the audited grantee has utilized grant funds 
for an unauthorized expenditure or otherwise 
unallowable cost that is not closed or re-
solved within 12 months from the date when 
the final audit report is issued. 

‘‘(B) AUDITS.—Beginning in the first fiscal 
year beginning after the date of enactment 
of this subsection, and in each fiscal year 
thereafter, the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Justice shall conduct audits of 
recipients of grants under this section to 
prevent waste, fraud, and abuse of funds by 
grantees. The Inspector General shall deter-
mine the appropriate number of grantees to 
be audited each year. 

‘‘(C) MANDATORY EXCLUSION.—A recipient 
of grant funds under this section that is 
found to have an unresolved audit finding 
shall not be eligible to receive grant funds 
under this section during the first 2 fiscal 
years beginning after the end of the 12- 
month period described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(D) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under 
this section, the Director of the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance shall give priority to eli-
gible applicants that did not have an unre-
solved audit finding during the 3 fiscal years 
before submitting an application for a grant 
under this section. 

‘‘(E) REIMBURSEMENT.—If an entity is 
awarded grant funds under this section dur-
ing the 2-fiscal-year period during which the 
entity is barred from receiving grants under 
subparagraph (C), the Director of the Bureau 
of Justice Assistance shall— 

‘‘(i) deposit an amount equal to the 
amount of the grant funds that were improp-
erly awarded to the grantee into the General 
Fund of the Treasury; and 

‘‘(ii) seek to recoup the costs of the repay-
ment to the fund from the grant recipient 
that was erroneously awarded grant funds. 

‘‘(2) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(A) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this 
paragraph and the grant programs under this 
part, the term ‘nonprofit organization’ 
means an organization that is described in 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 and is exempt from taxation under 
section 501(a) of such Code. 

‘‘(B) PROHIBITION.—The Director of the Bu-
reau of Justice Assistance may not award a 
grant under this section to a nonprofit orga-
nization that holds money in offshore ac-
counts for the purpose of avoiding paying the 
tax described in section 511(a) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(C) DISCLOSURE.—Each nonprofit organi-
zation that is awarded a grant under this 
section and uses the procedures prescribed in 
regulations to create a rebuttable presump-
tion of reasonableness for the compensation 
of its officers, directors, trustees, and key 
employees, shall disclose to the Director of 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance, in the ap-
plication for the grant, the process for deter-
mining such compensation, including the 

independent persons involved in reviewing 
and approving such compensation, the com-
parability data used, and contemporaneous 
substantiation of the deliberation and deci-
sion. Upon request, the Director of the Bu-
reau of Justice Assistance shall make the in-
formation disclosed under this subparagraph 
available for public inspection. 

‘‘(3) CONFERENCE EXPENDITURES.— 
‘‘(A) LIMITATION.—No amounts made avail-

able to the Department of Justice under this 
section may be used by the Attorney Gen-
eral, or by any individual or entity awarded 
discretionary funds through a cooperative 
agreement under this section, to host or sup-
port any expenditure for conferences that 
uses more than $20,000 in funds made avail-
able by the Department of Justice, unless 
the head of the relevant agency or depart-
ment provides prior written authorization 
that the funds may be expended to host the 
conference. 

‘‘(B) WRITTEN APPROVAL.—Written ap-
proval under subparagraph (A) shall include 
a written estimate of all costs associated 
with the conference, including the cost of all 
food, beverages, audio-visual equipment, 
honoraria for speakers, and entertainment. 

‘‘(C) REPORT.—The Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral shall submit an annual report to the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives on all conference 
expenditures approved under this paragraph. 

‘‘(4) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION.—Beginning in 
the first fiscal year beginning after the date 
of enactment of this subsection, the Attor-
ney General shall submit, to the Committee 
on the Judiciary and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary and the Committee 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives, an annual certification— 

‘‘(A) indicating whether— 
‘‘(i) all audits issued by the Office of the 

Inspector General under paragraph (1) have 
been completed and reviewed by the appro-
priate Assistant Attorney General or Direc-
tor; 

‘‘(ii) all mandatory exclusions required 
under paragraph (1)(C) have been issued; and 

‘‘(iii) all reimbursements required under 
paragraph (1)(E) have been made; and 

‘‘(B) that includes a list of any grant re-
cipients excluded under paragraph (1) from 
the previous year. 

‘‘(d) PREVENTING DUPLICATIVE GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Before the Director of 

the Bureau of Justice Assistance awards a 
grant to an applicant under this section, the 
Director of the Bureau of Justice Assistance 
shall compare potential grant awards with 
other grants awarded under this section to 
determine if duplicate grant awards are 
awarded for the same purpose. 

‘‘(2) REPORT.—If the Director of the Bureau 
of Justice Assistance awards duplicate 
grants to the same applicant for the same 
purpose the Director of the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance shall submit to the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that includes— 

‘‘(A) a list of all duplicate grants awarded, 
including the total dollar amount of any du-
plicate grants awarded; and 

‘‘(B) the reason the Director of the Bureau 
of Justice Assistance awarded the duplicate 
grants.’’. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 250—CON-
DEMNING HORRIFIC ACTS OF VI-
OLENCE AGAINST BURMA’S 
ROHINGYA POPULATION AND 
CALLING ON AUNG SAN SUU KYI 
TO PLAY AN ACTIVE ROLE IN 
ENDING THIS HUMANITARIAN 
TRAGEDY 
Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 

MCCAIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. LEAHY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 250 
Whereas the Rohingya are one of Burma’s 

many ethnic minorities that have lived 
under military dictatorship for most of the 
last few decades; 

Whereas approximately 1,000,000 Rohingya 
live predominantly in Burma’s Rakhine 
State, where they have faced ongoing repres-
sion under the Burmese military, including 
the revocation of their citizenship, killings, 
and mass rape; 

Whereas there is historical animosity be-
tween the majority Buddhist population and 
the minority Rohingya, with many in the 
Buddhist majority seeing the Rohingya as il-
legal immigrants from across the border in 
Bangladesh despite generational roots; 

Whereas since 1999, the Department of 
State has regularly expressed concern over 
legal, economic, and social discrimination 
against Burma’s Rohingya population; 

Whereas an outbreak of communal vio-
lence in the Rakhine State in 2012 saw more 
than 100,000 displaced, and tens of thousands 
of Rohingya forced into squalid camps where 
travel was, and continues to be, restricted; 

Whereas the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur for Human Rights in Burma re-
ported ‘‘a long history of discrimination and 
persecution against the Rohingya’’; 

Whereas Aung San Suu Kyi spent 15 years 
under house arrest for her peaceful advocacy 
of democracy in Burma, and during those 
years she was awarded the Sakharov human 
rights prize from the European Parliament, 
the Nobel Peace Prize, the United States 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, and the Con-
gressional Gold Medal for her tireless strug-
gle for democracy and human rights; 

Whereas in her 2012 Nobel lecture Aung 
San Suu Kyi made an impassioned appeal to 
the world— 

(1) not to forget those who are suffering 
‘‘hunger, disease, displacement, joblessness, 
poverty, injustice, discrimination, prejudice, 
bigotry’’ and war; and 

(2) that ‘‘wherever suffering is ignored, 
there will be the seeds of conflict, for suf-
fering degrades and embitters and enrages’’; 

Whereas in a landmark election held in No-
vember 2015, Aung San Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy won a landslide vic-
tory in the first national vote since Burma’s 
nominal transition to civilian authority, 
after which Aung San Suu Kyi was named 
State Counsellor, a role created for her that 
made her the country’s de facto leader; 

Whereas in August 2016, Aung San Suu Kyi 
helped to establish the high-level Advisory 
Commission on Rakhine State, which is 
headed by former United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan, in order to address the 
mistreatment of the Rohingya; 

Whereas in October 2016, attacks on border 
police outposts led to reports of horrific 
human rights abuses against the Rohingya 
in a brutal military crackdown; 

Whereas in December 2016, a letter to the 
United Nations Security Council, which was 
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