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the Comprehensive Addiction and Re-
covery Act of last year, which hap-
pened to be signed into law by Presi-
dent Obama. This bill will help count-
less numbers of folks struggling with
drug addiction.

Tim’s vast legal experiences and his
thoughtful approach to his work will
help him be an excellent Federal judge.
I believe he has the temperament to
hear any case that will come before
him with a fair mind, seeking to do jus-
tice for all.

Of course, others have recognized
Tim’s merits as well. The American
Bar Association gave him a unanimous
“well qualified” rating, which is the
highest rating the ABA gives, and he
has received awards for his work from
the Department of Justice, the Depart-
ment of Energy, and the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation.

Tim will make an excellent judge,
and I am honored to support his nomi-
nation today. I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote in favor of his nomina-
tion.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that all time be
yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

All time is yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Kelly nomina-
tion?

Mr. RUBIO. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) and the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) and the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) are necessarily
absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RUBIO). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 94,
nays 2, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 188 Ex.]

YEAS—9%4
Alexander Boozman Casey
Baldwin Brown Cassidy
Barrasso Burr Collins
Bennet Cantwell Coons
Blumenthal Capito Corker
Blunt Cardin Cornyn
Booker Carper Cortez Masto
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Cotton Isakson Roberts
Crapo Johnson Rounds
Cruz Kaine Rubio
Daines Kennedy Sanders
Donnelly King Sasse
Duckworth Klobuchar Schatz
Durbin Lankford Schumer
Enzi Leahy Scott
Ernst Lee Shelb

: . . vy
Feinstein Manchin
Fischer Markey Stabenow
Flake McCain Strange
Franken McCaskill Sullivan
Gardner McConnell Tester
Graham Merkley Thune
Grassley Murkowski Tillis
Harris Murphy Toomey
Hassan Murray Udall
Hatch Nelson Van Hollen
Heinrich Paul Warner
Heitkamp Perdue Whitehouse
Heller Peters Wicker
Hirono Portman Wyden
Hoeven Reed Young
Inhofe Risch

NAYS—2
Gillibrand Warren
NOT VOTING—4

Cochran Moran
Menendez Shaheen

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The majority leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that with re-
spect to the nomination of Timothy
Kelly, the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BoB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
17-32, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Thailand for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $24.9 million.
After this letter is delivered to your office,
we plan to issue a news release to notify the
public of this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
GREG M. KAUSNER
(For Charles W. Hooper,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director).
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-32

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: The Government
of Thailand

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $23.2 million.

Other $ 1.7 million.

Total $24.9 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Five (5) RGM-84L Harpoon Block II Sur-
face Launched Missiles.

One (1) RTM-84L Harpoon Block II Exer-
cise Missile.

Non-MDE includes: Also included are con-
tainers, spare and repair parts, support and
test equipment, publications and technical
documentation, personnel training and
training equipment, U.S. Government and
contractor representatives technical assist-
ance, engineering and logistics support serv-
ices, and other related elements of logistics
and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (XX-P-
AKR).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: TH-P-AKP.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
August 9, 2017.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Government of Thailand—RGM-84L Harpoon
Surface Launched Block II Missiles

The Government of Thailand has requested
the possible sale of up to five (56) RGM-84L
Harpoon Block IT Surface Launched Missiles
and one (1) RTM-84L: Harpoon Block II Exer-
cise Missile. Also included are containers,
spare and repair parts, support and test
equipment, publications and technical docu-
mentation, personnel training and training
equipment, U.S. Government and contractor
representatives technical assistance, engi-
neering and logistics support services, and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. The estimated cost is $24.9
million.

This proposed sale will contribute to the
foreign policy and national security of the
United States by helping to strengthen the
U.S.-Thai strategic relationship and to im-
prove the security of an important partner.

The proposed sale will provide enhanced
capabilities in effective defense of critical
sea lines. Thailand intends to use the mis-
siles on its DW3000 Class Frigate. The pro-
posed sale of the Harpoon Block II missiles
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and support will increase the Royal Thai
Navy’s maritime partnership potential.
Thailand has purchased Harpoon missiles
previously and will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing these missiles into its armed forces.

The proposed sale will not alter the basic
military balance in the region.

The principal contractor will be the Boeing
Company, St. Louis, MO. There are no
known offset agreements proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require annual trips to Thailand involving
U.S. Government personnel and contractor
representatives for technical reviews, sup-
port, and oversight for approximately five
years.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-32
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(I) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The RGM-84L. Harpoon Surface
Launched Block H missile system, to include
publications, documentation, operations,
supply, maintenance, and training to be con-
veyed with this proposed sale have the high-
est classification level of CONFIDENTIAL.
The Harpoon Block II missile is a non-nu-
clear tactical weapon system currently in
service in the U.S. Navy and in 29 other for-
eign nations. It provides a day, night, and
adverse weather, standoff surface-to-surface
capability and is an effective Anti-Surface
Warfare missile. The RGM-84L incorporates
components, software, and technical design
information that are considered sensitive.

2. The following components being con-
veyed by the proposed sale are considered
sensitive and are classified CONFIDENTIAL:

a. The Radar Seeker

b. The GPSANS System

c. Operational Flight Program Software

d. Missile operational characteristics and
performance data

These elements are essential for the Har-
poon Block II missile to selectively engage
hostile targets under a wide range of oper-
ational, tactical and environmental condi-
tions. With respect to GPS, Thailand has
been approved for Precision Positioning
Service (PPS).

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures or equivalent systems which might
reduce weapon system effectiveness or be
used in the development of a system with
similar or advanced capabilities.

4. A determination has been made that the
Government of Thailand can provide sub-
stantially the same degree of protection for
the sensitive technology being released as
the U.S. Government. This proposed sale is
necessary to the furtherance of the U.S. for-
eign policy and national security objectives
outlined in the Policy Justification. More-
over, the benefits to be derived from this
sale, as outlined in the Policy Justification,
outweigh the potential damage that could
result if the sensitive technology were re-
vealed to unauthorized persons.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to the Government of Thailand.

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BoB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
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the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
17-36, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Romania for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $1.25 billion. After
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan
to issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale.
Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director.
Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-36

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Romania.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $.900 billion.

Other $.350 billion.

Total $1.250 billion.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Fifty-four (54) High Mobility Artillery
Rocket Systems (HIMARS) Launchers.

Eighty-one (81) Guided Multiple Launch
Rocket Systems (GMLRS) M31A1 Unitary.

Eighty-one (81) Guided Multiple Launch
Rocket Systems (GMLRS) M30A1 Alter-
native Warhead.

Fifty-four (64) Army Tactical Missile Sys-
tems (ATACMS) M57 Unitary.

Twenty-four (24) Advanced Field Artillery
Tactical Data Systems (AFATDS).

Fifteen (15) M11561A1 HMMWVs, Utility, Ar-
mored.

Fifteen (15) M11561A1 HMMWVs,
Ready 2-Man.

Non-MDE includes:

Fifty-four (54) M1084A1P2 HIMARS Resup-
ply Vehicles (RSVs) (6 ton, Medium Tactical
Cargo Vehicle with Material Handling Equip-
ment).

Fifty-four 54) M1095 MTV Cargo Trailers w/
RSV kit.

Ten (10) M1089A1P2 FMTV Wreckers (5 Ton
Medium Tactical Vehicle Wrecker with
Winch).

Also included are thirty (30) Low Cost Re-
duced Range (LCRR) practice rockets, sup-
port equipment, communications equipment,
sensors, spare and repair parts, test sets, bat-
teries, laptop computers, publications and
technical data, facility design, training and
training equipment, systems integration
support, Quality Assurance Teams and a
Technical Assistance Fielding Team, U.S.
Government and contractor technical, engi-
neering, and logistics support services, and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support.

(iv) Military Department: Army.

(v) Prior Related Cases. if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission. Fee. etc. Paid. Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
August 17, 2017.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Romania—High Mobility Artillery Rocket

Systems (HIMARS) and Related Support

and Equipment

The Government of Romania has requested
the possible sale of fifty-four (564) High Mobil-
ity Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS)
Launchers, eighty-one (81) Guided Multiple
Launch Rocket Systems (GMLRS) M31A1
Unitary, eighty-one (81) Guided Multiple
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Launch Rocket Systems (GMLRS) M30A1 Al-
ternative Warhead, fifty-four (564) Army Tac-
tical Missile Systems (ATACMS) M57 Uni-
tary, twenty-four (24) Advanced Field Artil-
lery Tactical Data Systems (AFATDS), fif-
teen (15) M1151A1 HMIVIWVs, Utility, Ar-
mored, and fifteen (15) M1151A1 HIMMWYVs,
Armor Ready 2-Man. Also included with this
request are: fifty-four (54) MI1084A1P2
HIMARS Resupply Vehicles (RSVs) (b ton,
Medium Tactical Cargo Vehicle with Mate-
rial Handling Equipment), fifty-four (54)
M1095 MTV Cargo Trailer with RSV kit, and
ten (10) M1089A1P2 FMTV Wreckers (b Ton
Medium Tactical Vehicle Wrecker with
Winch), thirty (30) Low Cost Reduced Range
(LCRR) practice rockets, support equipment,
communications equipment, sensors, spare
and repair parts, test sets, batteries, laptop
computers, publications and technical data,
facility design, training and training equip-
ment, systems integration support, Quality
Assurance Teams and a Technical Assistance
Fielding Team, U.S. Government and con-
tractor technical, engineering, and logistics
support services, and other related elements
of logistics and program support. The total
estimated program cost is $1.25 billion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by helping to improve the
security of a NATO ally that has been, and
continues to be an important force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress within
Europe. The proposed sale of the HIMARS
system will support Romania’s needs for its
own self-defense and support NATO defense
goals.

The Government of Romania intends to
use these defense articles and services to
modernize its armed forces and strengthen
its homeland defense and deter regional
threats. This will contribute to Romania’s
military goal of updating its capabilities
while further enhancing interoperability
with the United States and other NATO al-
lies. Romania will have no difficulty absorb-
ing this system into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The prime contractors will be Lockheed-
Martin in Grand Prairie, Texas and Camden,
Arkansas. There are no known offset agree-
ments proposed in connection with this po-
tential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require approximately the assignment of up
to 10 U.S. Government or contractor rep-
resentatives to travel to Romania for a pe-
riod of up to one year for equipment de-proc-
essing/fielding, system checkout, training,
and technical and logistics support.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-36

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The High Mobility Artillery Rocket Sys-
tems (HIMARS) is a highly mobile, all-
weather indirect area fire artillery system.
The HIMARS mission is to supplement can-
non artillery to deliver a large volume of
firepower within a short time against crit-
ical time-sensitive targets. At shorter
ranges, HIMARS complements tube artillery
with heavy barrages against assaulting
forces as well as in the counter-fire, or de-
fense suppression roles. The highest level of
classified information that could be dis-
closed by a proposed sale, production, or by
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testing of the end item is SECRET; the high-
est level that must be disclosed for produc-
tion, maintenance, or training is CON-
FIDENTIAL. Reverse engineering could re-
veal SECRET information. Launcher plat-
form software, weapon operational software,
command and control special application
software, and command and control loadable
munitions module software are considered
UNCLASSIFIED. The system specifications
and limitations are classified SECRET. Vul-
nerability data is classified up to SECRET.
Countermeasures, counter-countermeasures,
vulnerability/susceptibility analyses, and
threat definitions are classified SECRET.

2. The highest classification level for re-
lease of the ATACMS Unitary M57 FMS Var-
iant is SECRET, based upon the software.
The highest level of classified information
that could be disclosed by a sale or by test-
ing of the end item is SECRET; the highest
level that must be disclosed for production,
maintenance, or training is CONFIDEN-
TIAL. Reverse engineering could reveal
CONFIDENTIAL information. Fire Direction
System, Data Processing Unit, and special
Application software is classified SECRET.
Communications Distribution Unit software
is classified CONFIDENTIAL. The system
specifications and limitations are classified
CONFIDENTIAL. Vulnerability Data, coun-
termeasures, vulnerability/susceptibility
analyses, and threat definitions are classi-
fied SECRET or CONFIDENTIAL.

3. Guided Multiple Launch Rocket System
Alternative Warhead (GMLRS-AW) M30AL.
The GMLRS-AW, M30A1l, is the next design
increment of the GMLRS rocket. The
GMLRS-AW M30A1 hardware is over 90%
common with the M31A1 GMLRS Unitary
hardware. Operational range is between 15-70
kilometers. Accuracy of less than 15 meters
Circular Error Probability at all ranges,
when using inertial guidance with Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS) augmentation. Uses
a proximity sensor fuze mode with a 10 meter
height of burst. The Alternative Warhead
carries a 200 pound fragmentation assembly
filled with high explosives which, upon deto-
nation, accelerates two layers of pre-formed
tungsten fragments optimized for effective-
ness against large area and imprecisely lo-
cated targets. The GMLRS-AW provides an
area target attack capability that is treaty
compliant (no un-exploded ordnance). It pro-
vides a 24 hour, all weather, long range at-
tack capability against personnel, soft and
lightly armored targets, and air defense tar-
gets. The GMLRS-AW uses the same motor,
guidance and control systems fuze mecha-
nisms, and proximity sensors as the M31Al
GMLRS Unitary. The highest classification
level for release of the GMLRS-AW is SE-
CRET, based upon the software, sale or test-
ing of the end item. The highest level of clas-
sification that must be disclosed for produc-

tion, maintenance, or training is CON-
FIDENTIAL.
4. The GPS PPS component of the

HIMARS munitions (GMLRS Unitary, Alter-
native Warhead, and ATACMS Unitary) is
also contained in the Fire Direction System,
is classified SECRET, and is considered SEN-
SITIVE. To that end, no GPS PPS design in-
formation, including GPS software algo-
rithms, will be disclosed in the course of this
sale to country. Susceptibility of GMLRS to
diversion or exploitation is considered low
risk. GMLRS employs an inertial naviga-
tional system that is aided by a Selective
Availability Anti-Spoofing Module (SAASM)
equipped GPS receiver. To that end, this sys-
tem requires encryption keys controlled by,
and issued by, the National Security Agency.

5. AFATDS is a multi-service (U.S. Army
and U.S. Marine Corps) automated, expert
decision support system used for Command,
Control, Communications and integration
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and synchronization of fires on ground tar-
gets during all phases of military conflict.
AFATDS provides the automated tools that
significantly augment the capability of fire
support coordinators, fire support assets
commanders, and their respective staffs at
every echelon during the planning and execu-
tion of fire support on the dynamic battle-
fields in support of the Maneuver Com-
mander and his plans.

6. The classification of the request for as-
sistance and customized AFATDS with sani-
tized and customized JMEM and LMM, and/
or with functionally compatible but UN-
CLASSIFIED modular substitutes for
COMSEC, JMEM, and LMM capabilities, is
available for Foreign Military Sales (FMS)
with the following restrictions and caveats.
The software source code and design speci-
fications are UNCLASSIFIED but considered
highly sensitive and are not available for
EMS. The following items, while they are
unclassified they are not individually freely
and openly releasable, however, they can be
offered for FMS as individually and specifi-
cally included items of complete system pro-
curements: executable code, training manu-
als, user manuals, and system documenta-
tion such as external system architecture
diagrams, high level internal software archi-
tecture diagrams, the Version Description
Document, and the System Administrator
Manual as customized for each individual
FMS customer. The highest level of informa-
tion that is necessarily disclosed during
maintenance of these sanitized systems and
applications is UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO. The
highest level of sensitive information that is
necessarily disclosed by the sale of these
sanitized systems and applications is UN-
CLASSIFIED/FOUO. The highest level of in-
formation that is necessarily disclosed to
allow system administration of these sani-
tized systems and applications UNCLASSI-
FIED/FOUO. The highest level of informa-
tion that is necessarily disclosed in training
of these sanitized systems and applications
is UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO. The highest level
of information that could be revealed by re-
verse engineering or testing of these systems
is UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO. Through scanning
or testing these sanitized systems and appli-
cations, specific vulnerabilities could be dis-
closed, and will be treated at UNCLASSI-
FIED/FOUO. The identification of these
vulnerabilities with U.S.-only systems is
CLASSIFIED, per Section 6.3. Participants
of the FMS process shall not make ref-
erences to U.S.-only system maintenance,
administration, or technical details because
they could be considered SECRET.

7. Susceptibility of ATACMS Unitary M57
FMS Variant, GMLRS M30A1l and M31A1 to
diversion or exploitation is considered low
risk. Components of the system are also con-
sidered highly resistant to reverse engineer-
ing. Detailed knowledge of the technical ca-
pabilities of the system could enable an
enemy to tailor defenses and adjust tactics
and procedures to minimize the effectiveness
of the system.

8. Susceptibility of AFATDS to diversion
or exploitation is considered low risk. Soft-
ware of the system are also considered high-
ly resistant to reverse engineering. Detailed
knowledge of the technical capabilities of
the system could enable an enemy to tailor
defenses and adjust tactics and procedures to
minimize the effectiveness of the system.
Training and user manuals are unclassified
but considered sensitive and not for general
release to foreign nationals, except that they
will be provided with the system when the
system is procured through foreign military
sales. Installation instructions are unclassi-
fied but considered sensitive and not for gen-
eral release to foreign nationals, except that
they will be provided with the system when
the system is procured through FMS.
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9. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software, the information
could be used to develop countermeasures,
which might reduce weapon system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

10. This sale is necessary in furtherance of
the U.S. foreign policy and national security
objectives outlined in the enclosed Military
Policy Justification. Moreover, the benefits
to be derived from this sale outweigh the po-
tential damage that could result if the sen-
sitive technology were revealed to unauthor-
ized persons. A determination has been made
that Romania can provide the same degree of
protection for the sensitive technology being
released as the U.S. Government.

11. All defense articles and services listed
in this transmittal have been authorized for
release and export to Romania.

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BOB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
17-45, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Australia for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $360 million. After
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan
to issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director.
Enclosures:

TRANSMITTAL NO. 1745

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Australia

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $0 million.

Other $360 million.

Total $360 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None.

Non-MDE includes: Ten-year upgrade pro-
gram for twenty-four (24) MH-60R Multi-Mis-
sion Helicopters and associated training de-
vices, spare and repair parts, support and
test equipment, engineering and technical
services, U.S. Government and contractor
engineering, technical and logistics support
services, Engineering Change Proposals
(ECPs), ECPs for training devices, classified
software (JMPS/MDLs), Engineering Tech-
nical Assistance (ETA), Logistics Technical
Assistance (LTA), Other Technical Assist-
ance (OTA), supply support, support equip-
ment, and other related elements of logistics
and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (AT-P-
GRS).

(v) Prior Related Cases. if any: AT-P-GXO,
AT-P-SCF, AT-P-GTC.

(vi) Sales Commission. Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
August 30, 2017

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.
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POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Australia—Upgrade Program for (24) MH-60R
Multi-Mission Helicopters

The Government of Australia has re-
quested a follow-on case for a possible ten-
year upgrade program for twenty-four (24)
MH-60R Multi-Mission Helicopters and asso-
ciated training devices, spare and repair
parts, support and test equipment, engineer-
ing and technical services, U.S. Government
and contractor engineering, technical and lo-
gistics support services, Engineering Change
Proposals (ECPs), ECPs for training devices,
classified software (JMPS/MDLs), Engineer-
ing Technical Assistance (ETA), Logistics
Technical Assistance (LLTA), Other Technical
Assistance (OTA), supply support, support
equipment, and other related elements of lo-
gistics and program support. The total esti-
mated program cost is $360 million.

This sale will support the foreign policy
and national security of the United States
by helping to improve the security of a
major non-NATO ally that continues to be
an important force for political stability and
economic progress in the Western Pacific. It
is vital to the U.S. national interest to assist
our ally in developing and maintaining a
strong and ready self-defense capability.

The proposed upgrades to the MH-60R heli-
copters will improve Australia’s antisub-
marine and surface warfare capability, pro-
vide an improved search and rescue capa-
bility, enhance its anti-ship surveillance ca-
pability, and will help it carry out inter-
national commitments for transport, surveil-
lance, and search and rescue operations with
the United States and other allies. The pro-
posed upgrades will also provide Australia
the resources necessary to properly maintain
its multi-mission helicopters. Australia will
have no difficulty absorbing this equipment
into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Sikorsky,
a Lockheed Martin Company, Stratford, CT
and Lockheed Martin, Owego, NY. There are
no offsets proposed in connection with this
potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Australia.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.
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Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Commonwealth of Australia require-
ment for spiral upgrades to the twenty-four
(24) Multi-Mission MH-60R Helicopters could
include:

a. Mission Capability Areas: Surface War-
fare/Surveillance/Flight Management, Navi-
gation & Communication/Data Management
& Fusion

b. Mission Capability Areas: Anti-Sub-
marine Warfare/Flight Management, Naviga-
tion & Communication

c. Mission Capability Areas: Flight Man-
agement, Navigation & Communication/Data
Management & Fusion

d. Mission Capability Areas: Flight Man-
agement, Navigation & Communication/Data
Management & Fusion/Air Vehicle Service
Life

e. Mission Capability Areas for Develop-
ment: Kinematic Performance/Airborne Sur-
vivability

f. Mission Capability Areas for Develop-
ment: Obsolescence Management
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g. Mission Capability Areas: Surveillance/
Data Management & Data/Air Vehicle Serv-
ice Life

h. Software Lab

i. USN Test Maintenance Cost

2. The spiral development case may con-
tain sensitive technology; however, defined
requirements are not known at this time and
will be assessed on a case by case basis.

3. A determination has been made that
Australia can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification.

4. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to Australia.

——
NATIONAL SENIOR CENTER MONTH
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, Sep-

tember marks National Senior Center
Month. More than 11,000 senior centers
across the country serve more than 1
million older adults every day. For
many older Americans, senior centers
are the heart of their communities, of-
fering a place for everything from
meals to recreational activities to
health and wellness programs. Senior
centers also create a sense of comity
and community, giving older Ameri-
cans a place to connect while reducing
the social isolation that often burdens
our older citizens.

This summer, as ranking member of
the U.S. Senate Special Committee on
Aging, I visited numerous senior cen-
ters across the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, in rural, urban, and sub-
urban areas, to discuss the issues on
the minds of older Pennsylvanians. At
each stop, older Pennsylvanians told
me about the important role that sen-
ior centers play in their daily lives, as
a gathering place and a resource, pro-
viding not only necessary nutrition
programs, but also benefits counseling,
employment assistance, volunteer op-
portunities, transportation assistance,
and so much more.

Senior centers and senior center staff
deserve our support. Communities
piece together numerous sources to
fund their senior center operations, in-
cluding Federal, State, and local gov-
ernment resources, private-sector do-
nations and grants, and the man-hours
of countless volunteers. Many of the
county commissioners who joined me
during these visits expressed their sup-
port for the Community Development
Block Grant, which regrettably is slat-
ed for elimination by the administra-
tion. Counties throughout Pennsyl-
vania depend on the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant program to fund
important infrastructure in our com-
munities. Now is not the time to scale
back our investment in these needs. 1
stand with our community leaders in
support of the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant program, and I will
fight to protect these vital resources
from elimination.

I am delighted to join with leaders
from across the aging network in Penn-
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sylvanian and throughout the country
in honoring the work of senior centers
and recognizing September as National
Senior Center Month.

————

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CAR-
IBOU COMMUNITY-BASED OUT-
PATIENT CLINIC

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, 30
years ago, Caribou, ME, served as the
proving ground upon which America
has built a nationwide system of com-
munity-based outpatient clinics that
delivers much improved access to med-
ical services for America’s rural vet-
erans. The anniversary celebration on
September 7 recognizes the determined
commitment of Cary Medical Center,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
local veterans, and an entire commu-
nity that transformed healthcare for
the men and women who defend our
Nation and our freedom.

Our Nation’s first CBOC held its for-
mal opening in Caribou, my hometown,
on June 13, 1987. The impact was imme-
diate—no longer would the veterans of
Aroostook County have to endure an
up-to 10-hour round trip to the nearest
VA hospital for medical exams or to
meet with a VA physician. Today the
Caribou CBOC treats a veteran popu-
lation of 3,500 men and women who
served our country, with more than
9,000 care visits annually. The pio-
neering work done in Caribou led to
benefits for America’s 3.5 million rural
veterans who now receive care closer to
home at more than 950 CBOCs through-
out the country.

The story of the great advancement
in healthcare began 8 years before that
formal opening, when seven Aroostook
County veterans devoted themselves to
the mission of improving access to crit-
ical healthcare services in this region.
The original members of Aroostook
County Veterans Medical Facility Re-
search and Development, Inc.—Percy
Thibeault, Meo Bosse, John Rowe, Ray
Guerrette, Wesley Adams, Walter
Corey, and Leonard Woods, Jr.—faced
many obstacles along the way and
overcame them all. These patriots ex-
emplified a special quality of the
American veteran: they continued to
contribute long after their service in
uniform was done.

That great mission would not have
been accomplished without the dedica-
tion and expertise of Cary Medical Cen-
ter and the involvement of Bill Flagg.
As the American Hospital Association
noted in its Award of Honor presen-
tation in 2011, Cary Medical Center has
made exemplary contributions in the
critical area of veterans’ healthcare
and has established a national model.
In addition to playing a vital role in es-
tablishing the VA’s first CBOC in Car-
ibou, Cary Medical Center was one of
five pilot sites for the highly successful
Access Received Closer to Home, or
ARCH, program. Maine’s program, led
by Kris Doody and a tremendous team
of professionals, has been called a
standard bearer for how to provide
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