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apart, telling people who worked so 
hard for years to become Americans 
that they now have to leave the coun-
try. These are folks who were brought 
here as children through no fault of 
their own. They may have known no 
other country but ours and have volun-
tarily registered themselves with the 
government in order to live, work, and 
give back to our great country. Make 
no mistake—they contribute greatly to 
our country. These hard-working peo-
ple and their contributions are vital to 
our economy, vital to our commu-
nities, schools, and institutions, such 
as the military. 

They are also vital to tens of thou-
sands of businesses, small and large, 
that will be hurt if the administra-
tion’s order stands. Ninety-one percent 
of DACA recipients are employed, pay-
ing taxes and paying into Social Secu-
rity. A study by the Center for Amer-
ican Progress earlier this year found 
that ending DACA would drain $433 bil-
lion from our national GDP over 10 
years. Even the Libertarian Cato Insti-
tute estimated that ending DACA 
would cost employers nearly $2 billion 
over 2 years. The human and economic 
toll of rescinding DACA will be far- 
reaching. 

It is telling that Attorney General 
Sessions—not President Trump—made 
the announcement today that the ad-
ministration would be ending DACA, 
and he did it without taking a single 
question. It shows that President 
Trump is not proud of what the admin-
istration has done today; otherwise he 
would have come forward himself. It 
shows that he is probably ashamed of 
this decision. 

It was with unbelievable hypocrisy 
that both Attorney General Sessions 
and the White House Press Secretary 
said today that the decision was about 
upholding the rule of law. If this White 
House had such reverence for the rule 
of law, the President would not have 
fired Jim Comey or attacked the Fed-
eral judiciary for ruling against the 
travel ban or pardoned Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio for no reason other than he was 
a political ally. 

Congress now has an ability and an 
obligation to act. Democrats will do 
everything we can to prevent President 
Trump’s terribly wrong order from be-
coming reality. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 5 
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

f 

H.J. RES. 76 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. For the 

information of the Senate, pursuant to 

the order of August 3, 2017, the Senate 
received H.J. Res. 76 from the House of 
Representatives on August 4, 2017, and 
the joint resolution was passed, and 
the motion to reconsider was consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The Senator from Texas. 
f 

HURRICANE HARVEY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I just 
returned from Texas, where, as the 
world knows, Hurricane Harvey has 
devastated the gulf coast and now 
ranks among the costliest natural dis-
asters in American history. Today I 
want to share with you what my State 
has experienced in the wake of this 
storm that has battered so many 
homes and broken so many hearts. The 
storm calamitously resulted in the loss 
of at least 60 lives, with probably more 
to come as the water recedes and as 
people’s bodies are discovered. Of 
course, we mourn with those families 
who have lost loved ones. 

You have seen the pictures, but let 
me describe what my fellow Texans 
have experienced firsthand. It started 
when Harvey ran into a patch of warm 
water in the Gulf of Mexico the week 
before last. As Harvey rumbled toward 
Texas, the ocean churned and the 
storm grew in size and strength. By the 
time it made landfall in the Coastal 
Bend region south of Houston, the hur-
ricane was a Goliath—Category 4. The 
rain fell, the wind howled, and the 
water rose in towns like Rockport, 
Port Lavaca, and Aransas Pass. Streets 
became swamps, and homes filled up 
like bathtubs. 

First were those smaller coastal com-
munities that I just mentioned, but 
then one of the largest cities in the Na-
tion, Houston, and nearby areas were 
hit. Third, let’s not forget places like 
Port Arthur, Beaumont—where I was 
yesterday with Majority Leader 
MCCARTHY from the House of Rep-
resentatives and my other colleagues— 
as well as other parts of Jefferson and 
surrounding counties that were hit 
when the storm barreled east and then 
finally abated. 

Five days and 50 inches of rainfall— 
every known record was shattered. The 
National Hurricane Center was awed by 
the storm that it called ‘‘relentless.’’ 
The Washington Post appropriately 
called it ‘‘merciless’’ because it was. 
Sunday, August 27, was the wettest day 
ever in Houston, where nearly a third 
of the yearly rainfall came in 24 hours. 
A third of our annual expected rainfall 
in Houston came in 24 hours. Not only 
that, we now know Harvey was the 
most extreme rain event in the history 
of the continental United States, a ca-
tastrophe so unheard of that it comes 
perhaps only once in 1,000 years. Let 
that sink in for a moment—a 1,000-year 
rain event. 

The storm’s intensity easily could 
have overwhelmed first responders. 
Medical, law enforcement, and rescue 
personnel easily could have said: You 
know, I am exhausted. I haven’t slept 

for days. I haven’t been able to change 
my clothes. I can’t do this anymore. 

They could have easily said all of 
those things, but instead they kept 
wading into the water—the Harris 
County sheriff’s water rescue team, the 
Texas National Guard, the U.S. Coast 
Guard, people like Sergeant Steve 
Perez, a 34-year veteran of the Houston 
Police Department who drowned in his 
patrol car during the storm. His wife 
told him not to go to work on that day, 
but Sergeant Perez’s response was 
‘‘We’ve got work to do.’’ He drove for 
over 2 hours trying to find a safe route 
to allow him to report for duty and to 
protect the community he loved. I hope 
Sergeant Perez’s sacrifice will serve as 
an example to the rest of us to strive 
to serve others indiscriminately, no 
matter the potential cost. 

Texas’s neighbors could have easily 
stayed home too—after all, our friends 
in Louisiana learned tough lessons of 
their own from Hurricane Katrina—but 
they did not. They quickly mobilized. 
Calling themselves the Cajun Navy and 
the Cajun Coast Search and Rescue, 
they hitched their fishing boats to 
their pickup trucks and said: ‘‘GTT,’’ 
‘‘gone to Texas’’—gone to Texas to join 
the other rescuers, both uniformed and 
volunteers. 

What did they all do? 
They saved people who were floating 

on air mattresses, the few belongings 
they could carry that were stuffed into 
garbage bags, and people who were 
stranded on rooftops. They navigated 
around submerged trees and stop signs 
and cars, working with little to no 
sleep, dripping wet with sweat pouring 
from their faces, and smelling like the 
murky water that surrounded them. It 
seems that I heard about these stories 
over and over and over again during 
my trips to Corpus Christi, Rockport, 
Austin, and all around the State. These 
are the stories I heard in Houston, 
Beaumont, and other cities—all of 
them devastated, but in none of them 
was their spirit destroyed. 

My State and our Nation have re-
sponded to this terrible natural dis-
aster. As I did a small part in loading 
bags of ice and water and serving spa-
ghetti to evacuees in Austin, I was 
struck by how many people—public of-
ficials, volunteers, businesses, and non-
profits, great and small—had offered 
and given their support, and I want to 
say that we are grateful to all of them. 

In particular, Governor Greg Ab-
bott’s leadership has been critical. He 
and his team of emergency manage-
ment personnel, led by Chief Nim Kidd, 
were well prepared in advance, and 
they moved swiftly following the state 
of emergency being declared in more 
than 50 of the 254 Texas counties. Yet it 
was not just State and local officials 
who acted with such dispatch. The Fed-
eral Government stepped up, too, start-
ing with the President of the United 
States, who personally, along with the 
First Lady, made two trips to the af-
fected region. He brought members of 
his Cabinet, who had previously called 
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me and my other colleagues from the 
Texas delegation over and over and 
over again, asking: What more can we 
do? 

I thank the President and the Vice 
President, who also came personally, 
clearing brush in Rockport, TX, in a 
demonstration of how to be a good 
neighbor and in his concern and com-
mitment to the affected region. 

I want to say that FEMA, the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, 
also deserves recognition as part of 
this effort. Throughout the storm and 
in the days following, Administrator 
Brock Long has been a steady hand at 
the helm in his support of State and 
local teams with strategy, equipment, 
and personnel. Yet it was not just 
FEMA. It was the Small Business Ad-
ministration, HUD, and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. All of the 
heads of those agencies were there in 
person in Texas, asking over and over 
again: What more can we do? 

It is not just government and govern-
ment officials. It is organizations like 
the Red Cross, which ran shelters 
around the State, faith-based organiza-
tions, and people who just wanted to be 
good neighbors, doing anything and ev-
erything they could to volunteer—to 
serve food, provide dry clothes, and a 
safe place to sleep. 

Now we know that FEMA’s flood in-
surance programs, while they are being 
implemented, are about to run out of 
money by the end of this week. In the 
wake of Hurricane Harvey, the inspec-
tions have begun, and recovery housing 
teams are on the ground. Countless 
others—local, State, and Federal ac-
tors—are working around the clock to 
aid rescue and recovery efforts. Yet, as 
I said in Texas last week, the road 
ahead is going to be long and winding. 
In many ways, once the TV cameras 
leave and the waters recede, as people 
are just now coming home, the depth of 
their losses will just be sinking in with 
their places of business gone, all of 
their possessions destroyed, their cars 
inoperable. People are hurting. Hous-
ing and food, water and electricity, and 
transportation are a few of the things 
people have lost that most of us take 
for granted but not those who suffered 
at the hands of Hurricane Harvey. 

This is why I am working with Sen-
ator CRUZ and the entire Texas con-
gressional delegation on an appropria-
tions request for disaster recovery. The 
many communities that have been im-
pacted by this massive storm will need 
our help and need it quickly. As I said, 
FEMA, literally, will run out of funds 
at the end of this week. Unless we act 
with dispatch to appropriate an emer-
gency supplemental this week, as the 
House will do tomorrow, and unless we 
raise the debt ceiling, there will not be 
any way that Congress will be able to 
actually appropriate that emergency 
funding and get it to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency in order to 
help those who are in so much need. 
But working together, we are going to 
deliver that help. 

As President Trump said last week, 
‘‘Texas can handle anything.’’ I think 
the President is pretty much right. We 
have seen our share of catastrophes, 
and we have always bounced back. Tex-
ans are tough and resilient, and we al-
ways, always band together. 

A few years ago, after another trag-
edy in West Texas that took the lives 
of a number of first responders in a ter-
rible explosion, I remember running 
into a county commissioner who said: 
Texas doesn’t just describe where you 
are from; it describes who your family 
is. 

I know we all love our States, and we 
love our country, but I am particularly 
proud of how my State and Texans 
have stepped forward to help each 
other in this time of need. I know that 
all of my colleagues in this Chamber 
have spent time with their families and 
their friends this past weekend in 
honor of Labor Day. As the summer 
now draws to a close, let’s remember 
that many in Texas were not cele-
brating that holiday. They are strug-
gling in shelters, not knowing what is 
left of their homes that they have been 
forced to flee. 

With August now behind us, our 
work, like theirs, is just beginning. To-
morrow, as I said, the House will vote 
on a, roughly, $8 billion aid package— 
the first of several steps toward deliv-
ering relief to Texans. I appreciate 
House Majority Leader KEVIN MCCAR-
THY, who traveled with me yesterday 
to Houston and Beaumont to survey 
the damage in Texas. He had pre-
viously been with me and the Governor 
in Austin and talked about coordi-
nating the Federal and State response. 
I look forward to working with Leader 
MCCARTHY and all of my colleagues in 
both Chambers of the Congress on ad-
dressing the needs caused by this ter-
rible storm. 

By the way, I appreciate all of the 
texts, the phone calls, and the emails 
that I have received from colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle throughout this 
terrible storm, expressing their con-
cerns and offering their prayers and 
their help. I appreciate it. 

My colleagues, I will just say this. 
Let’s remember Sergeant Steve Perez, 
the police officer who died in Houston, 
whom I described earlier, the officer 
who could have stayed home. As his 
wife said: It is just too dangerous to go 
out there amidst the flood. Like him, 
let’s do our duty and look for a way to 
work together. 

Friends, let’s get to work and do our 
job, not only in providing relief for the 
victims of Hurricane Harvey, but there 
is so much more that we need to do, 
working together. 

I will close because I see the distin-
guished Democratic whip here, who I 
know has made the condition of the 
Dreamers—the children who came with 
their parents when they came to the 
United States in violation of our immi-
gration laws. Of course, children are 
not responsible for what their parents 
have done. I actually believe that the 

President has given us an opportunity 
by what he did today. After all, what 
President Obama did, no matter how 
much we understand it, was essentially 
declared illegal by a Federal court. The 
President has no authority to do this 
unilaterally. That is what the Federal 
courts told President Obama, so Presi-
dent Trump has appropriately now 
said: Congress, you do your job. And we 
will. 

I look forward to the debate. I look 
forward to working on this important 
issue, but I dare say that just address-
ing DACA and the Dreamers by them-
selves is not acceptable. We are going 
to do as much as we can to address our 
broken immigration system, to restore 
public confidence in our border secu-
rity and the enforcement of our laws, 
and, once again, become a nation that 
is, yes, a nation of immigrants but also 
a nation of laws. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, at the 

outset, let me say that I share the feel-
ings of so many across the Nation who 
really try to understand and appreciate 
the immensity of the tragedy that 
struck Texas, Louisiana, and nearby 
places with Hurricane Harvey. 

We followed the news. I have family 
in Texas who, through emails, kept us 
informed as to what was occurring and 
the horrible stories of people who lost 
their homes, their businesses, their 
lives. There is the story that Senator 
CORNYN has told about Officer Perez, 
who lost his life in service to the peo-
ple whom he represented as a law en-
forcement officer. It touched us. It 
touched us dearly. We know that there 
have been extraordinary cases of her-
oism and bravery by individuals across 
the board. Many of them will never be 
reported and will be known only to a 
handful of people, but it really was an 
endorsement of the American spirit— 
the Texas spirit—when it comes to 
fighting this disaster. 

So I say to the Senator from Texas 
that I am not one of those Senators 
who picks and chooses natural disas-
ters only in my State to support. I 
have supported Federal assistance for 
natural disasters all across the United 
States because I know what happened 
when they hit Illinois and when I need-
ed others to stand by me. I am pre-
pared to stand by Texas, stand by Lou-
isiana, stand by all of those who are 
victims of Hurricane Harvey. I believe 
that, as an American family, we have a 
responsibility to stand together, and I 
thank the Senator from Texas for his 
statement. 

f 

DACA 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want 
to tell a story about one of the great 
volunteers in Texas. His name is Jesus 
Contreras. He is a young man who has 
a great story, who was one of the he-
roes of Hurricane Harvey in his own 
small way. 
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