S4620

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. BROWN,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. HASSAN, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms.
HIRONO, and Mr. CARDIN):

S. 1674. A bill to provide grants for the re-
pair, renovation, and construction of public
elementary schools and secondary schools,
to establish a school infrastructure bond pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. LANKFORD, and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN):

S. 1675. A bill to promote quality student
loan servicing by improving the borrower ex-
perience for borrowers of Federal Direct
Loans; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 1676. A bill to amend the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936 to provide grants for
access to broadband telecommunications
services in rural areas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Mr. DONNELLY (for himself and
Mr. STRANGE):

S. 1677. A bill to amend the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
to improve access to grants and loans for
evidence-based substance use disorder treat-
ment services in rural areas, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. DONNELLY (for himself and
Mr. ROBERTS):

S. 1678. A Dbill to amend the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act to im-
prove access to grants and loans for evi-
dence-based substance use disorder treat-
ment services in rural areas, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 1679. A bill to amend the Foreign Agents
Registration Act of 1938 to increase enforce-
ment of certain violations and strengthen
certain transparency requirements; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. ScHATZ, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
MERKLEY, and Mr. BOOKER):

S. 1680. A bill to decrease the incidence of
food waste, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Mr. SANDERS:

S. 1681. A bill to require persons who un-
dertake Federally funded research and devel-
opment of drugs to enter into reasonable
pricing agreements with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 479

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 479, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to waive coin-
surance under Medicare for colorectal
cancer screening tests, regardless of
whether therapeutic intervention is re-
quired during the screening.

S. 497

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 497, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to provide
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for Medicare coverage of certain
lymphedema compression treatment
items as items of durable medical
equipment.
S. 754
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
754, a bill to support meeting our Na-
tion’s growing cybersecurity workforce
needs by expanding the cybersecurity
education pipeline.
S. 910
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 910, a bill to prohibit dis-
crimination against individuals with
disabilities who need long-term serv-
ices and supports, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1002
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1002, a bill to enhance the ability of
community financial institutions to
foster economic growth and serve their
communities, boost small businesses,
increase individual savings, and for
other purposes.
S. 1050
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1050, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively,
to the Chinese-American Veterans of
World War II, in recognition of their
dedicated service during World War II.
S. 1169
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1169, a bill to amend
title XIX of the Social Security Act to
provide States with an option to pro-
vide medical assistance to individuals
between the ages of 22 and 64 for inpa-
tient services to treat substance use
disorders at certain facilities, and for
other purposes.
S. 1182
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) and the Senator from
Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1182, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint com-
memorative coins in recognition of the
100th anniversary of The American Le-
gion.
S. 1218
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1218, a bill to promote
Federal employment for veterans, and
for other purposes.
S. 1301
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1301, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
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provide for the distribution of addi-
tional residency positions, and for
other purposes.
S. 1514
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 15614, a bill to amend certain
Acts to reauthorize those Acts and to
increase protections for wildlife, and
for other purposes.
S. 1520
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1520, a bill to expand rec-
reational fishing opportunities through
enhanced marine fishery conservation
and management, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1529
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1529, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
pand eligibility for the refundable cred-
it for coverage under a qualified health
plan.
S. 1544
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1544, a bill to prevent Federal
funds from being used to establish a cy-
bersecurity unit in cooperation with
the Russian Federation.
S. 1595
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1595, a bill to amend the Hizballah
International Financing Prevention
Act of 2015 to impose additional sanc-
tions with respect to Hizballah, and for
other purposes.
S. 1598
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator
from Alabama (Mr. STRANGE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1598, a bill to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
make certain improvements in the
laws administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1619
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1619, a bill to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to ex-
tend the interest rate limitation on
debt entered into during military serv-
ice to debt incurred during military
service to consolidate or refinance stu-
dent loans incurred before military
service.
S. 1638
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1638, a bill to provide pri-
ority under certain federally assisted
housing programs to assist youths who
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are aging out of foster care, and for
other purposes.
S. 1640
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1640, a bill to reform the
financing of Senate elections, and for
other purposes.
S. 1657
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Montana (Mr.
DAINES) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1657, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to update the privacy pro-
tections for electronic communications
information that is stored by third-
party service providers and for
geolocation information in order to
protect consumer privacy interests
while meeting law enforcement needs,
and for other purposes.
S. 1663
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER), the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) and the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1663, a
bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to enhance the require-
ments for secure geological storage of
carbon dioxide for purposes of the car-
bon dioxide sequestration credit.
S. RES. 233
At the request of Mr. REED, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) and the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. Res. 233, a resolution desig-
nating August 16, 2017, as ‘‘National
Airborne Day”’.
AMENDMENT NO. 527
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 527 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 528
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 528 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 529
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as
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cosponsors of amendment No. 529 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2810, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 534
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 534 intended to be
proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2018 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 536
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BoOzZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 536 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 2810, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 592
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Sen-
ator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) and
the Senator from Minnesota (Mr.
FRANKEN) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 592 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2810, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
HASSAN, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. HIRONO, and
Mr. CARDIN):

S. 1674. A bill to provide grants for
the repair, renovation, and construc-
tion of public elementary schools and
secondary schools, to establish a school
infrastructure bond program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, our public
schools are critical National infra-
structure. They play a central role in
our Democracy—educating the next
generation, serving as polling places
for our elections, hosting community
meetings and events, and so much
more. As we consider the components
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of a new major Federal investment in
infrastructure, we cannot afford to
leave our public schools behind. That is
why I am proud to be introducing the
School Building Improvement Act with
my colleagues Senators BROWN, CORTEZ
MASTO, HASSAN, WARREN, WHITEHOUSE,
HIRONO, and CARDIN.

Safe, healthy, modern, well-equipped
schools are essential for advancing stu-
dent achievement and ensuring that
the next generation is prepared to meet
the economic, social, environmental,
and global challenges our Nation faces.
Yet, too many of the over 50 million
students and six million staff who
learn and work in our public schools,
spend their days in facilities that fail
to make the grade. A 2014 Department
of Education study estimated that it
would cost $197 billion to bring all pub-
lic schools into ‘‘good” condition. Na-
tionally, there is also a $38 billion
funding gap in annual capital construc-
tion and new facility funding, as re-
ported in the 2016 State of Our Schools
report. Despite the benefits and need,
however, Federal funding accounts for
0.2% of the total current capital invest-
ment in our schools.

Addressing this need is the right
thing to do for our students and our
communities. Moreover, it will give a
needed boost to our economy, putting
people to work in family sustaining
jobs. According to an analysis by the
Economic Policy Institute, every $1
billion spent on construction generates
17,785 jobs.

There are plenty of examples in
Rhode Island of the urgent need for ad-
ditional investment in school facilities.
My hometown of Cranston recently re-
ported $190 million in school facility
deficiencies—a startling figure. In the
weeks ahead, the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Education will publish a report
detailing the infrastructure shortfalls
in school districts across the state. Our
students and community members do
not have to be convinced about the
need for investing in school facilities.
This spring, students, educators, and
community leaders gathered in Provi-
dence to talk about our schools. One
participant said, ‘“The condition of the
buildings is a value statement about
how we feel about our students. We
must have buildings that are warm,
safe, and dry.” The Federal govern-
ment needs to be a partner in helping
Rhode Island and other States in clos-
ing school infrastructure funding gaps.

The School Building Improvement
Act of 2017 will create a Federal-State
partnership for school infrastructure.
It will provide, over ten years, a total
of $100 billion in direct grants and
school construction bonds to help fill
the annual gap in school facility cap-
ital needs, while creating nearly two
million jobs.

Specifically, the School Building Im-
provement Act will provide $7 billion
per year in formula funds to States for
local competitive grants for school re-
pair, renovation, and construction.
States will focus assistance on commu-
nities with the greatest financial need,
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