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(Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1014, a bill to direct
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
make grants to eligible organizations
to provide service dogs to veterans
with severe post-traumatic stress dis-
order, and for other purposes.
S. 1024
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1024, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reform the rights and
processes relating to appeals of deci-
sions regarding claims for benefits
under the laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.
S. 1182
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. MCCASKILL), the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. CoOONs), the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH), the
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. REED),
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS) and the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1182, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint com-
memorative coins in recognition of the
100th anniversary of The American Le-
gion.
S. 1311
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1311, a bill to provide assist-
ance in abolishing human trafficking
in the United States.
S. 1343
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1343, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code to extend and modify
certain charitable tax provisions.
S. 1353
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1353, a bill to require
States to automatically register eligi-
ble voters to vote in elections for Fed-
eral offices, and for other purposes.
S. 1453
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1453, a bill to allow the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to designate certain substance use
disorder treatment facilities as eligible
for National Health Service Corps serv-
ice.
S. 1520
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1520, a bill to expand recreational
fishing opportunities through enhanced
marine fishery conservation and man-
agement, and for other purposes.
S. 1562
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
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CRrUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1562, a bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to the Government of the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea and
any enablers of the activities of that
Government, and for other purposes.
S. 1564
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1564, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permit legally
married same-sex couples to amend
their filing status for returns outside
the 3-year limitation.
S. 1595
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) and the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzMAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1595, a bill to amend the
Hizballah International Financing Pre-
vention Act of 2015 to impose addi-

tional sanctions with respect to
Hizballah, and for other purposes.
S. 1598

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. KENNEDY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1598, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to make certain
improvements in the laws administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.

S. 1615

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1615, a bill to authorize the can-
cellation of removal and adjustment of
status of certain individuals who are
long-term United States residents and
who entered the United States as chil-
dren and for other purposes.

8.J. RES. 17

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 17, a joint resolution
approving the discontinuation of the
process for consideration and auto-
matic implementation of the annual
proposal of the Independent Medicare
Advisory Board under section 1899A of
the Social Security Act.

S.J. RES. 47

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 47, a joint reso-
lution providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection relating to ‘‘Arbitra-
tion Agreements’’.

S. CON. RES. 6

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 6, a concurrent resolu-
tion supporting the Local Radio Free-
dom Act.

S.RES. 75

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the

names of the Senator from Arkansas
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(Mr. Bo0OzMAN) and the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 75, a resolution
recognizing the 100th anniversary of
the Academy of Nutrition and Dietet-
ics, the largest organization of food
and nutrition professionals in the
world.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. JOHNSON, Mrs.
MCCASKILL, Mr. TIiLLIS, Ms.
HEITKAMP, and Mr. CRUZ):

S. 1617. A bill to designate the check-
point of the United States Border Pa-
trol located on United States Highway
77 North in Sarita, Texas, as the
“Javier Vega, Jr. Border Patrol Check-
point’’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1617

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Javier Vega,
Jr. Memorial Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) A native of La Feria, Texas, Border Pa-
trol Agent Javier Vega, Jr. served his coun-
try first a member of the United States Ma-
rines Corps and then proudly as a border pa-
trol agent in the canine division with his
dog, Goldie.

(2) Agent Vega was assigned to the
Kingsville, Texas Border Patrol Station as a
canine handler and worked primarily at the
Sarita Border Patrol Checkpoint.

(3) On August 3, 2014, Agent Vega was on a
fishing trip with his family near
Raymondville, Texas, when 2 criminal aliens
attempted to rob and attack them.

(4) Agent Vega was shot and killed while
attempting to subdue the assailants and pro-
tecting his family.

(5) Agent Vega is survived by his wife, par-
ents, 3 sons, brother, sister-in-law, niece, and
dog, Goldie.

SEC. 3. DESIGNATION.

The checkpoint of the United States Bor-
der Patrol located on United States Highway
77 North in Sarita, Texas, shall be known
and designated as the ‘‘Javier Vega, Jr. Bor-
der Patrol Checkpoint’.

SEC. 4. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the checkpoint described in
section 3 shall be deemed to be a reference to
the ‘“‘Javier Vega, Jr. Border Patrol Check-
point’’.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and
Ms. DUCKWORTH):

S. 1619. A Dbill to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to ex-
tend the interest rate limitation on
debt entered into during military serv-
ice to debt incurred during military
service to consolidate or refinance stu-
dent loans incurred before military
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service; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1619

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. INTEREST RATE LIMITATION ON
DEBT ENTERED INTO DURING MILI-
TARY SERVICE TO CONSOLIDATE OR
REFINANCE STUDENT LOANS IN-
CURRED BEFORE MILITARY SERV-
ICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section
207 of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act
(60 U.S.C. App. 527) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘ON DEBT
INCURRED BEFORE SERVICE’ after ‘‘LIMITATION
TO 6 PERCENT’’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively;

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

¢(2) LIMITATION TO 6 PERCENT ON DEBT IN-
CURRED DURING SERVICE TO CONSOLIDATE OR
REFINANCE STUDENT LOANS INCURRED BEFORE
SERVICE.—An obligation or liability bearing
interest at a rate in excess of 6 percent per
year that is incurred by a servicemember, or
the servicemember and the servicemember’s
spouse jointly, during military service to
consolidate or refinance one or more student
loans incurred by the servicemember before
such military service shall not bear an inter-
est at a rate in excess of 6 percent during the
period of military service.”’;

(4) in paragraph (3), as redesignated by
paragraph (2) of this subsection, by inserting
“or (2)” after ‘“‘paragraph (1)’; and

(5) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘paragraph (2)” and inserting
‘“‘paragraph (3)”.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION OF LIMITATION.—Sub-
section (b) of such section is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘the inter-
est rate limitation in subsection (a)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘an interest rate limitation in para-
graph (1) or (2) of subsection (a)”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking
“EFFECTIVE AS OF DATE OF ORDER TO ACTIVE
DUTY” and inserting ‘‘EFFECTIVE DATE’’; and

(B) by inserting before the period at the
end the following: ‘‘in the case of an obliga-
tion or liability covered by subsection (a)(1),
or as of the date the servicemember (or serv-
icemember and spouse jointly) incurs the ob-
ligation or liability concerned under sub-
section (a)(2)”.

(¢) STUDENT LOAN DEFINED.—Subsection (d)
of such section is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

‘(3) STUDENT LOAN.—The term
loan’ means the following:

““(A) A Federal student loan made, insured,
or guaranteed under title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.).

‘“(B) A private student loan as that term is
defined section 140(a) of the Truth in Lend-
ing Act (15 U.S.C. 1650(a)).”.

‘student
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 229—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
THE MONTAGNARD INDIGENOUS
TRIBESPEOPLE OF THE CEN-
TRAL HIGHLANDS OF VIETNAM
TO THE UNITED STATES ARMED
FORCES DURING THE VIETNAM
WAR, AND CONDEMNING THE ON-
GOING VIOLATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS BY THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF
VIETNAM

Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
TILLIS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

S. REs. 229

Whereas the Montagnards are an indige-
nous tribespeople living in Vietnam’s Cen-
tral Highlands region;

Whereas the Montagnards were driven into
the mountains by invading Vietnamese and
Cambodians in the 9th century;

Whereas French Roman Catholic mission-
aries converted many of the Montagnards in
the 19th century and American Protestant
missionaries subsequently converted many
to various Protestant sects;

Whereas, during the 1960s, the TUnited
States Mission in Saigon, the Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CIA), and United States
Army Special Forces, also known as the
Green Berets, trained the Montagnards in
unconventional warfare;

Whereas an estimated 61,000 Montagnards,
out of an estimated population of 1,000,000,
fought alongside the United States and the
Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN)
forces against the North Vietnamese Army
and the Viet Cong;

Whereas the CIA, United States Special
Forces, and the Montagnards cooperated on
the Village Defense Program, a forerunner to
the War’s Strategic Hamlet Program, and an
estimated 43,000 Montagnards were organized
into Civilian Irregular Defense Groups
(CIDGs) to provide protection for the areas
around the CIDGs’ operational bases;

Whereas, at its peak, the CIDGs had ap-
proximately 50 operational bases, with each
base containing a contingent of two United
States Army officers and ten enlisted men,
and an ARVN unit of the same size, and each
base trained 200 to 700 Montagnards or
“‘strikers’’;

Whereas another 18,000 Montagnards were
reportedly enlisted into mobile strike forces
and various historical accounts describe a
strong bond between the United States Spe-
cial Forces and the Montagnards, in contrast
to Vietnamese Special Forces and ARVN
troops;

Whereas the lives of thousands of members
of the United States Armed Forces were
saved as a result of the heroic actions of the
Montagnards, who fought loyally and brave-
ly alongside United States Special Forces in
the Vietnam War;

Whereas, after the fall of the Republic of
Vietnam in 1975, thousands of Montagnards
fled across the border into Cambodia to es-
cape persecution;

Whereas the Government of the reunified
Vietnamese nation, renamed the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, deeply distrusted the
Montagnards who had sided with the United
States and ARVN forces, and subjected them
to imprisonment and various forms of dis-
crimination and oppression after the Viet-
nam War ended;

Whereas, after the Vietnam War, the
United States Government resettled large
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numbers of Montagnards in several States
and an estimated several thousand
Montagnards currently reside in North Caro-
lina, which is the largest population of
Montagnards residing outside of Vietnam;

Whereas the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
currently remains a one-party state, ruled
and controlled by the Communist Party of
Vietnam (CPV), which continues to restrict
freedom of religion, movement, land and
property rights, and political expression;

Whereas some Montagnard-Americans
have shared their personal stories about Vi-
etnamese authorities either preventing them
from visiting Vietnam or subjecting them to
interrogation upon re-entering the country
on visits;

Whereas the Department of State’s 2016
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
documents the Government of Vietnam’s
claim that Montagnards fleeing to Cambodia
and Thailand are illegal migrants in pursuit
of economic opportunities, and human rights
groups assess that the Government has pres-
sured Cambodian and Thai authorities to
refuse Montagnards refugee or temporary
asylum-seeker status and repatriate them to
Vietnam;

Whereas the Department of State’s 2016
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
states that, although Vietnamese law pro-
hibits discrimination against ethnic minori-
ties and despite Vietnam’s significant eco-
nomic growth, the economic gap between
many ethnic minority communities and eth-
nic Vietnamese (Kinh) communities per-
sisted as a result of longstanding and per-
sistent discrimination;

Whereas the Department of State’s 2016
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
further states that ethnic minority popu-
lations in Vietnam also experienced signifi-
cant health challenges as maternal and child
mortality rates were significantly higher in
ethnic minority areas, in comparison with
urban and coastal areas;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
in its 2016 Annual Report states that
‘“Montagnards, many of whom are Protes-
tant, face numerous restrictions’ such as
being prevented from holding religious cere-
monies, harassed or punished, and ‘“‘many are
summoned to meet with local authorities
and pressured to cease practicing their ‘poi-
sonous’ faith”’;

Whereas Montagnards have stated that
this kind of ongoing social and religious per-
secution drove them to flee to Cambodia;

Whereas USCIRF reports that, since Octo-
ber 2014, ‘“‘up to 300 Montagnards have fled
Vietnam to Cambodia, many because of reli-
gious persecution’ but ‘‘onlyl3 have been
granted refugee status with the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) as countless others are waiting for
Cambodia to process their asylum claims,
and dozens have been returned to Vietnam,
often at great risk of reprisals’’; and

Whereas USCIRF recommends that Viet-
nam be designated a Country of Particular
Concern (CPC) as a means to facilitating re-
forms: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the contributions of the
Montagnards who fought loyally and bravely
with United States Armed Forces during the
Vietnam War and who continue to suffer per-
secution in Vietnam as a result of this rela-
tionship;

(2) condemns ongoing actions by the Gov-
ernment of Vietnam to suppress basic human
rights and civil liberties of its citizens;

(3) calls on the Government of Vietnam to
allow human rights groups access to all re-
gions of the country and to end restrictions
of basic human rights, including the right
for Montagnards to practice their Christian
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