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modest income and the funds they have 
to lay out for their premiums because 
we know you can make a good salary, 
but because of the cost of healthcare, if 
you don’t have an employer providing 
part of those benefits, it is very hard 
for you to be able to afford that with-
out some help. We can do all of that. 

Another thing we could do is bring 
more competition into the individual 
marketplace. We have had those who 
have suggested a Medicare for all. We 
have had those who have suggested 
Medicare for the near elderly—the 55 to 
65 age group or something similar to 
that. We have others who have sug-
gested that we have a public option 
under the exchanges. All those, to me, 
make sense because it just brings in 
more competition. There is no addi-
tional government cost here because 
they are not subsidized any differently 
than any other insurance plan, but it 
gives more options, more choice, more 
competition, and therefore more sta-
bility in the individual marketplace. 
We could do all that and all that can 
help. 

The other thing we really need to 
deal with is to deal with the overall 
cost of healthcare. Here, again, Demo-
crats and Republicans have had ideas. 
Why don’t we take on the pharma-
ceutical industry? Why do Americans 
pay twice what Canadians pay for the 
same medicines that are manufactured 
here in the United States? Why don’t 
we have rebates in the Medicare sys-
tem like the rebates we have in the 
Medicaid system? Why don’t we orga-
nize our purchasing power in a larger 
pool so we can get greater discounts for 
the government taxpayers? All those 
things will bring down the cost of pre-
scription medicines. The President has 
talked about it. Democrats and Repub-
licans have talked about it. It is time 
we act. 

We have acted in several areas to try 
to deal with more value-based reim-
bursements in our healthcare system, 
recognizing we should treat the person, 
not the particular disease. Many people 
have more than one ailment, and they 
have to go back to the doctor multiple 
times. Why don’t we have a more co-
ordinated, integrated care model? 

I talked on the floor about 2 weeks 
ago about the coordinated care model 
between Sheppard Pratt Hospital in 
Baltimore and Mosaic, which deals 
with behavioral health issues and how 
they deal with it in an integrated, co-
ordinated care model, which saves 
money. It saves money. There are 
fewer tests, more timely interventions. 

How can we use telemedicine? They 
are using telepsychiatry. How can we 
use that to bring down the cost of care? 
When I am asked in my district, asked 
in my State as to what I can do—where 
is my plan, and how can we fix the Af-
fordable Care Act—my answer is quite 
simple: I am proud of the progress we 
have made under the Affordable Care 
Act. I invite Democrats and Repub-
licans through our committees to work 
together to improve it. Yes, we can im-

prove it. We can provide more stability 
in the individual marketplace. We can 
bring down the high annual growth we 
have seen in premiums in the indi-
vidual marketplace. We can continue 
to bring down the growth rate of 
healthcare costs by working together 
on some of these commonsense ap-
proaches in order to deal with 
healthcare in America. All of this I 
think we can do, with Democrats and 
Republicans working together. But the 
first order of business—and I urge my 
colleagues—the first order of business 
is to stop this process of trying to jam 
a repeal of the Affordable Care Act and 
a replacement that would cost tens of 
millions of people in this country their 
health coverage and would move in the 
wrong direction on how we should im-
prove healthcare in America. Let’s get 
that off the table. 

Let’s reject this motion to proceed 
that the majority leader is talking 
about voting on later this week. Let’s 
do what Senator ALEXANDER, the chair-
man of the Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions Committee has sug-
gested. Let’s have hearings in our com-
mittees. Let’s work together, and let’s 
bring legislation that stabilizes the Af-
fordable Care Act and deals with the 
two major problems that the people in 
this country are talking about; that is, 
bringing down the growth rate of pre-
mium costs and bringing down the 
overall growth rate of healthcare costs 
in America. I believe we can do both by 
working together. There are sugges-
tions I have made, and I am sure other 
Members have. Let’s work on those. 
Let’s work together and get it done. 
Let’s do what is in the best interest of 
the people in this country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Montana. 
MONTANA WILDFIRES 

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, it 
has been a long, hot, dry summer in 
Montana. That is why I rise today to 
honor the brave men and women in 
Montana who are fighting wildfires 
throughout our great State, the fami-
lies who are facing devastating losses 
due to drought and fire, and to call on 
Congress to do their job and help these 
folks. 

Due to the drought and high tem-
peratures, Montana has turned into a 
tinderbox. Unfortunately, fires have 
sparked all across our State, some 24 of 
them—which changes by the hour, I 
might add. Across Montana, over one- 
quarter million acres have already 
burned, and many of these fires con-
tinue to rage. Montana is burning, and 
our heroic firefighters are protecting 
lives, our lands, our homes, our way of 
life. 

HONORING TRENTON JOHNSON 
Madam President, I would be remiss 

if I didn’t mention one firefighter in 
particular, Missoula’s Trenton John-
son. Trenton lost his life last week 
while he was on the fire line. Trenton’s 
bravery and sacrifice will not be for-
gotten. 

LODGEPOLE COMPLEX FIRE 
Madam President, communities 

across the State are coming together 
to protect their homes and livelihoods, 
and families are concerned about their 
homes, property, and health. The larg-
est fire is the Lodgepole Complex fire 
in Garfield County. This afternoon, 30- 
mile-per-hour winds ballooned the 
Lodgepole Complex to more than 
230,000 acres. Over the weekend, the 
fire jumped the highway, and as of 
today it is nowhere near containment. 

The Lodgepole Complex fire is made 
up of three different fires that have 
turned Eastern Montana’s farm and 
grazing land into an ashtray, leaving 
an unknown number of farms and 
ranches with an uncertain future, forc-
ing families to evacuate and commu-
nities to join local fire departments, 
with anyone willing and able to join in 
the firefight. 

Sadly, Montana is used to this. Fire 
season has been as common as the au-
tumn and the spring. As I stand here, 
nearly two dozen uncontained, large 
fires are raging in Montana. It has 
taken more and more resources to fight 
fires, and these resources are becoming 
more and more difficult to come by. 

Places like Garfield County are being 
forced to ask for donations to get vol-
unteer firefighters the fuel they need 
to save lives and protect property, and 
this is unacceptable. Protecting our 
communities from disaster and coming 
to help our fellow Americans in their 
time of need is a fundamental pillar of 
government. 

I was pleased to see Governor Bul-
lock declare Montana a fire emergency, 
which will go a long way to bring much 
needed resources into our State. Last 
night, the regional director of FEMA 
denied emergency assistance for the 
Lodgepole fire, so this afternoon, I 
called Administrator Brock Long of 
FEMA to make sure he heard from me 
about the situation on the ground and 
asked him to cut loose much needed re-
lief into Montana. 

Firefighters from all levels of govern-
ment have bravely fought fires across 
our State. Folks across Federal, State, 
and local agencies have been working 
around-the-clock to contain the havoc. 
Montana’s communities are strong, 
tight-knit, and they always persevere, 
but they expect the government to 
have their backs. Congress can assist 
these communities by changing the 
way we fund fighting wildland fires. 
Fires are a devastating natural dis-
aster and should be treated that way. 
We need to raise the disaster cap so 
that we can budget for the real cost of 
fighting fires, making sure the folks on 
the ground have the resources they 
need to keep our communities safe. 

As an example, Forest Service re-
sources are already stretched thin. 
When a fire starts, they are forced to 
take money they use for managing the 
forest and use that for fighting fires. 
Twenty years ago, firefighting took up 
about 20 percent of the Forest Service 
budget. In 2016, more than half of the 
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Forest Service budget was spent on 
fighting fires. This is not sustainable. 

When Montana’s communities are 
burning, I don’t want a bureaucrat in 
Washington, DC, weighing the pros and 
cons of sending help to these commu-
nities. We want the fire to be con-
tained. As Montana burns, Congress 
cannot afford to wait. We need to act 
and allow catastrophic wildfires to be 
treated as what they are—natural dis-
asters. It is the least we can do for the 
rancher in Jordan who lost his cattle, 
the rancher in Sand Springs who no 
longer has a fence around his pasture, 
or any Montanan who is forced to leave 
the home they have known because a 
fire may be descending upon them. 

Fire season is always a testament to 
the strength of Montana’s commu-
nities. Everyone works together, they 
put aside their differences, and they 
play their part to achieve a common 
goal. Neighbors open their homes to 
displaced families; churches and com-
munity centers turn into places to get 
food and other essentials. Congress can 
learn a thing or two from these Mon-
tana communities. These communities 
and firefighters work around-the-clock. 
Now is the time for Congress to help 
out. We can do that by fixing how we 
fund firefighting. 

In the meantime, I hope you all will 
join Sharla and me in sending thoughts 
and prayers to all the Montanans who 
have been changed by wildfire. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with those 
heroes on the frontlines. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. HIRONO. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

HEALTHCARE 
Ms. HIRONO. Madam President, it is 

unconscionable that the U.S. Senate 
will soon be voting on a measure that 
would force between 22 and 32 million 
people to lose their health insurance. 
This vote is particularly unconscion-
able when you consider that each Mem-
ber of this Chamber has high quality 
health insurance that will be there 
whenever we need it—and we all will, 
as I recently found out. 

I know as well as anyone that we are 
all one diagnosis away from a serious 
illness. When I was diagnosed with kid-
ney cancer not too long ago, I had the 
peace of mind of knowing that I was 
covered and that insurance would 
make the cost of treating my illness 
more manageable. Many of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle have 
found comfort in having high quality 
health insurance as they confront seri-
ous illnesses and injuries of their own. 

Every American deserves that same 
peace of mind. That is why I am fight-
ing for universal healthcare that is a 
right for every American, not a privi-

lege reserved only for those who can af-
ford it. This is something we can and 
should be working on in a bipartisan 
fashion. There are a lot of great ideas 
we could be debating and considering 
to move us toward this bipartisan goal. 

Instead, the majority leader and his 
allies are forcing a vote on TrumpCare, 
a mean, ugly bill that will deprive tens 
of millions of people across our country 
of the healthcare they deserve. 

Although some have argued over the 
past week that this vote is doomed to 
fail, we can’t be complacent. We have 
to keep fighting because if TrumpCare 
becomes the law of the land, it would 
be devastating for tens of millions of 
people across the country, harming the 
poorest, sickest, and oldest members of 
our society. It would undermine pro-
tections for Americans living with seri-
ous and chronic conditions, who could 
face a reimposition of yearly and life-
time caps on their care. It would im-
pose an age tax on people 50 to 64 years 
old, which would allow insurance com-
panies to charge them up to five times 
more for insurance because of their 
age. I could go on. 

For hundreds of thousands of people 
in Hawaii and tens of millions more 
across the country, TrumpCare is not 
an abstract proposal that would have 
no relevance to their lives. I have 
heard literally from tens of thousands 
of people from across Hawaii about the 
devastating consequences TrumpCare 
would have on their lives. Hawaii is a 
small State. To think that literally 
over 20,000 people in Hawaii have con-
tacted my office to tell me the devasta-
tion that TrumpCare will bring to their 
lives—this is because insurance is per-
sonal. They have spoken out against 
this bill loudly and clearly because 
healthcare is personal. 

Keith Moniz from Maui has a particu-
larly compelling story to tell. Keith’s 
brother, Lester, after working as a cus-
todian for more than 40 years at St. 
Anthony School, lost his job and his 
health insurance. Only a few short 
months later, Lester had a debilitating 
stroke that left him permanently dis-
abled. Fortunately, Keith’s brother was 
able to obtain Medicaid coverage and is 
now a long-term resident at Hale 
Makua Health Services on Maui, where 
nearly 80 percent of all patients and 
residents rely on Medicaid to pay for 
their necessary care. 

Keith was very clear about what 
would happen if TrumpCare succeeded 
in making large cuts to Medicaid. 

I quote Keith: 
It would be devastating. We had a difficult 

time taking care of him— 

His brother, Lester— 
when he was at home, and he’s gotten the 

care that he needs at Hale Makua. It would 
be a big loss . . . I don’t know what we would 
do, where we would be able to move him to. 

Alvin, another resident at Hale 
Makua, was paralyzed in a car accident 
in 2006. Alvin lived with his aunt and 
uncle for a short time after his acci-
dent, but the complexity of his care 
was too much for them to handle on 

their own. Alvin has lived at Hale 
Makua for almost 11 years now. He gets 
daily physical therapy and receives the 
supportive, life-sustaining care he 
needs. He would not be able to afford to 
live at Hale Makua without support 
from Medicaid. 

When asked, Alvin had a simple mes-
sage for people in Washington, DC, who 
are trying to make huge cuts to Med-
icaid. 

I quote Alvin: 
I’m not a politician, but I know that these 

programs really help those who are in need. 
I really hope that they would take a longer 
look at it and realize that these are pro-
grams the elderly and disabled need. 

People like Lester and Alvin are de-
pending on us to keep up the fight 
against this mean, ugly bill until it is 
defeated for good. As we contemplate 
what is next, I hope we can come to-
gether across party lines to stabilize 
insurance markets and continue our 
work to provide universal healthcare 
for every American. 

I should think that each and every 
one of us who represents some 800,000— 
well, our entire State. I used to be in 
the U.S. House. There, you have dis-
tricts, and I represented about 800,000 
people. Of course, as a Member of the 
Senate, I represent the whole State. I 
should think that all of us who rep-
resent literally the 300 or so million 
people all across our country would 
care about the healthcare of every sin-
gle one of our constituents, and 
TrumpCare is not the way to ensure 
that. 

The fight continues. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MORAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

NORTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 
Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, it has 

been 2 months since Ambassador 
Lighthizer notified Congress of the ad-
ministration’s intent to enter into ne-
gotiations with Mexico and Canada on 
the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment. During that time, I launched 
something called NAFTA 4 AZ, which 
is an initiative to allow Arizonans to 
share their stories about how NAFTA 
has changed their lives for the better. 

I have heard from Arizonans across 
the State who work in a multitude of 
industries—from dairy farmers to call 
center employees—and the responses I 
have received are overwhelmingly posi-
tive. For example, Matt Mandel, who 
serves as chief operating officer for 
SunFed, a company based in Rio Rico, 
shared his personal story. 

Matt wrote: 
Fresh produce trade has kept my family 

working here in the State of Arizona for 
three generations. Arizona imports over 17 
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