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that it is always a pleasure to listen to 
him. He is erudite, well-researched, and 
passionate—always about a subject 
that matters. 

On the subject he just spoke about, 
no State in our entire Nation has more 
experience with the frailties of this 
planet, given that it is heating up, as 
the Senator from Florida, given all the 
low-lying, heavily populated areas on 
the oceanside and the Gulfside. I thank 
him for his continued pursuit of these 
issues that are very important to every 
one of us. 
WISHING SENATOR MCCAIN A SPEEDY RECOVERY 

Mr. President, before I begin, for 
once I would like to express my hope— 
and I think the hope of every Member 
of this Chamber—that the senior Sen-
ator from Arizona, my good friend 
JOHN MCCAIN, has a full and speedy re-
covery from his recent surgery. There 
is no one who has done more to serve 
this country in this Chamber than 
JOHN MCCAIN. There is no one who is 
more passionate in his defense of our 
soldiers and our defense than JOHN 
MCCAIN. He is just an outstanding man 
and a very, very good friend. I admire 
him very much, treasure his friendship, 
and wish him the best. Godspeed to 
Senator MCCAIN and his family. 

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION 
Mr. President, because of Senator 

MCCAIN’s recent illness, it seems that 
it will be at least another week until 
the Republican majority forces a vote 
on the Republican TrumpCare bill. I 
would suggest to my good friend, the 
Republican leader, that he use this 
time to hold public hearings on the 
bill. 

My Republican friends propose to 
pass legislation that would reorganize 
one-sixth of our economy and touch 
the lives of every American without a 
single hearing. Is that amazing? There 
has not been one hearing, even though 
we have been on the bill for 7 months 
now. There has been no opportunity to 
hear from experts in a public setting, 
let alone consider amendments. 

So I say to my friend, Senator 
MCCONNELL: Let’s use this extra week 
or extra weeks to do what Republicans 
should have done a long time ago. Hold 
public hearings and allow the stake-
holders to come in and express their 
concerns. 

Today we Democrats sent the leader 
a letter to make this request formally, 
and we will include a list of non-
partisan stakeholders we believe 
should have a chance to air their views 
on the Senate Republican healthcare 
bill. These are groups known for their 
followings and for the good they do, 
known for not being political at all, 
like the American Cancer Society, the 
American Lung Association, the Amer-
ican Hospital Association, AHIP—the 
largest trade group for insurers—to 
name a few. Let’s have these groups 
testify on the policies in this bill so 
that the American people will have a 
chance to hear what experts and pa-
tient advocates have to say. 

I say to my friend, the leader: When 
you don’t have hearings, when you try 

to hide a bill, it usually results in poor 
legislation. That is what is happening 
now: a bill done behind closed doors by 
a handful of Senators—even Republican 
Senators didn’t know what they were 
putting together. It doesn’t work. 

The wisdom of the Founding Fathers, 
the wisdom of this body through the 
centuries is to do it in public, have a 
discussion, have a debate, and the cru-
cible of the legislative process will 
make it better. The suggestion we are 
making—obviously we oppose many 
parts of the bill; obviously so do the 
American people. But maybe some-
thing that would be said at a hearing 
would change things around. 

Additionally, we ask the majority 
leader to wait for a complete score 
from the Congressional Budget Office 
before proceeding to his bill. The Re-
publicans now have a week—maybe 
more—to get their bill scored by the 
nonpartisan CBO. They have no excuse 
to proceed to a bill of this significance 
without knowing its cost or con-
sequence. Now that they have plenty of 
time to get that done, we Democrats 
hope there will be a full CBO score be-
fore a vote on the motion to proceed. 
We make these requests respectfully. 

Let me just say one more thing about 
the CBO. The White House has had an 
awful tendency—when they don’t like a 
fact, they call it fake, and they try to 
discredit the fact giver. We have never 
seen a Presidency like this. I say to my 
colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle: Don’t let this infection spread to 
you. 

CBO is a nonpartisan organization. 
The head of CBO was appointed by the 
Republican leaders of the House and 
Senate. To discredit CBO simply be-
cause you don’t like the answer they 
give is not the American way. The 
American way is to debate the facts, 
not deny them, not call them fake be-
cause you don’t like them. 

Unfortunately, our President has 
made this a hallmark of his Presi-
dency. Anything he doesn’t like is 
fake, even though it is real. His son 
gives an email, gives a statement, and 
he says that is fake—what was said is 
fake. Let it not spread to this body. 
CBO is a respected organization, as I 
said, with leaders appointed by Repub-
licans, not by us. Let’s hear what they 
have to say, and let’s take it seriously, 
even though we may not agree with the 
outcome of where their facts lead. 

I would like to make some additional 
points on one of the more controversial 
parts of the Republican TrumpCare 
bill—the Cruz amendment. The Cruz 
amendment, by allowing insurers to 
sell junk insurance, would actually in-
crease out-of-pocket costs on average 
Americans. Premiums might come 
down for some plans because insurers 
wouldn’t have to cover very much, but 
the reduction in premiums would be 
more than offset by skyrocketing 
deductibles and copays. So the average 
American would be paying more, not 
less. The average American, or so 
many of them, would likely get junk 
insurance. 

My friend Senator COONS of Delaware 
put it best when he said: Yes, we will 
sell you a car. It will be cheaper, but it 
will have no bumper, no steering wheel, 
and no carburetor. It will be cheaper, 
but it will not serve its purpose. It will 
not get you where you have to go. On 
these Cruz insurance policies, the in-
surer can say: no hospitalization, no 
payment for drugs. What good are 
they? It is a talking point, but it 
doesn’t help people. It hurts them. 

The Cruz amendment would also 
make insurance unaffordable for Amer-
icans who need it most, creating what 
even the very conservative American 
Action Forum says would be a death 
spiral in the marketplace. My friend 
the senior Senator from Iowa said the 
Cruz amendment would ‘‘annihilate the 
preexisting condition requirement.’’ 
That is not CHUCK SCHUMER or BILL 
NELSON speaking. That is CHUCK 
GRASSLEY, one of the most senior Re-
publican Senators from the great State 
of Iowa, who says that. It is not fake. 
It is real, what he said. You can’t wash 
it away. 

The Cruz amendment winds back the 
clock in America to the days of the 
worst practices of insurance compa-
nies. It seems that the raison d’etre of 
the Cruz amendment is to let insurance 
companies do whatever they want. In 
the 1890s, that philosophy may have 
governed, but America has learned 
under Republican and Democrat alike 
that it doesn’t protect them. It would 
allow insurers to sell policies without 
the ban on preexisting exclusions, 
without covering essential health bene-
fits, and without lifetime limits on 
out-of-pocket costs. It would even 
allow insurers to sell policies that in-
clude excessive waiting periods of more 
than 90 days. 

If your kid has cancer, this policy in 
its fine print says that you have to 
wait 90 days while you watch your 
child suffer. What kind of freedom is 
that? It is freedom for the insurance 
company. It sure isn’t freedom for the 
family with a child who is suffering. 

I find that the Cruz amendment—and 
sometimes my good friend from Texas 
cares about freedom for very wealthy 
people, for millionaires. What about 
average people? You need freedom to 
be able to have your insurance com-
pany pay when your kid has cancer. 
You need to be free of that—that they 
can’t pay or will not pay or that you 
have to wait 90 days. But the Cruz 
amendment blesses those kinds of re-
strictions. Remember, the Cruz amend-
ment was added to a bill that slashes 
Medicaid in a way that would shatter 
protections for Americans in nursing 
homes, those struggling with opioid ad-
dictions, and Americans in rural parts 
of the country. The Cruz amendment is 
a cruel insult adding to a devastating 
injury. 

We have another week or more before 
the Senate will vote on this bill. The 
Republican leader can spend that time 
trying to find new or ever more cynical 
ways to buy off necessary votes with 
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bailouts and giveaways to certain 
States, or he can do what he has prom-
ised to do repeatedly as majority lead-
er—return this body to regular order, 
go through the committee process, 
have hearings and a robust amendment 
process—and, I dare say, the resulting 
product will be a lot better than the 
one we have before us. I dare say that 
is why the Founding Fathers set up a 
Congress—not to have a few people get 
in a room and rush through a bill that 
affects a huge percentage of the Amer-
ican economy. 

‘‘MADE IN AMERICA’’ WEEK 
On another matter, Mr. President, 

the administration has termed this 
week ‘‘Made in America’’ Week. So I 
would urge every American to use this 
opportunity to look at the administra-
tion’s and this President’s ‘‘Made in 
America’’ record. 

President Trump said in his inau-
gural address that his administration 
would follow two simple rules: ‘‘buy 
American’’ and ‘‘hire American.’’ But 
President Trump’s own businesses 
don’t even follow those rules. If you are 
going to preach something, start at 
home. Start at home. 

Trump shirts and ties are made in 
China. Trump furniture is made in Tur-
key. While President Trump and his 
administration are importuning others 
to make it in America, maybe he 
should demand it of his businesses 
first. 

The American people should also 
take a hard look at the Trump admin-
istration’s policies on the issues of 
trade and outsourcing. Again, the 
words in the President’s inauguration 
and his actions contradict each other, 
just as do the actions of his company. 
Earlier this year, President Trump re-
fused to insist that pipelines and water 
infrastructure be made with American 
Steel. Buy American, hire American— 
why did he refuse to do that? We Demo-
crats wanted it done. I think many Re-
publicans wanted it done. If President 
Trump were serious about the ‘‘Made 
in America’’ Week, he would demand 
that Senate Republicans put Senator 
BALDWIN’s bill requiring that infra-
structure be made with American Steel 
on the Senate floor. 

Another example is the upcoming Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, pre-
pared by the Republican majority. It 
includes rollbacks—actual rollbacks— 
to the ‘‘Buy American’’ rules. If Presi-
dent Trump was serious about ‘‘Made 
in America’’ Week, instead of a lot of 
show and a lot of talking, why doesn’t 
he oppose those rollbacks and threaten 
to veto any bill that dilutes or rescinds 
‘‘Buy American’’ rules, which the De-
fense bill coming to the floor does. 

So, again, as ‘‘Made in America’’ 
Week commences, I urge the American 
people to study the policies of this 
President and the practices of the busi-
nesses that bear his name, because, at 
least thus far, the Trump administra-
tion’s push for ‘‘Made in America’’ is a 
bit like Mr. Putin’s proposing a cyber 
security task force. 

RECOGNIZING FRENCH PRESIDENT MACRON’S 
REMARKS ON ANTI-ZIONISM 

Mr. President, I would like to ap-
plaud French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron for his comments over the week-
end about anti-Semitism. ‘‘We will 
yield nothing to anti-Zionism,’’ he 
said, ‘‘because it is the reinvented form 
of anti-Semitism. 

President Macron is absolutely right. 
Anti-Semitism is a word that has been 
used throughout history when Jewish 
people are judged and measured by one 
standard and the rest by another— 
when everyone else was allowed to 
farm and Jews could not, when every-
one else was allowed to live in Moscow 
and Jews could not, when others could 
become academics or tradesmen, and 
Jews could not. Praise God, it has not 
happened in America, but it was a hall-
mark of Europe. 

The word to describe all of these acts 
is anti-Semitism. So it is with anti-Zi-
onism. The idea that all other people 
can seek or defend their right to deter-
mination but the Jewish people cannot, 
that other nations have a right to exist 
but the Jewish State of Israel does not 
is also a modern form of anti-Semi-
tism, just as President Macron of 
France said this weekend. Anti-Zion-
ism, unfortunately, continues to bub-
ble up in many different forms. 

There is perhaps no greater example 
than the pernicious effort to 
delegitimize Israel through boycotts, 
divestment, and sanctions. The BDS 
movement is a deeply biased campaign 
that I would say, in similar words to 
Mr. Macron’s, is ‘‘a reinvented form of 
anti-Semitism,’’ because it seeks to 
impose boycotts on Israel and not any 
other nations, most of whose practices 
are abhorrent, far worse than the de-
mocracy of Israel, which recognizes 
people’s rights. 

I hope that the States across this 
country will continue to push back 
against the BDS movement by boy-
cotting the boycotters, as my home 
State of New York has done. I know 
that my fellow Senators on both sides 
of the aisle—this is an issue that has, 
thank God, not lent itself to partisan-
ship—will join me in condemning this 
modern brand of anti-Semitism, as 
President Macron did this weekend. 

Mr. President, once again, my 
thoughts go to Senator JOHN MCCAIN, 
to his speedy recovery, and to the re-
spect that every single Member of this 
body has for him. We pray that his re-
covery is speedy, full, and permanent. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

LANKFORD). The majority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 170, John Ken-
neth Bush. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

John Kenneth Bush, of Kentucky, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Sixth Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of John Kenneth Bush, of Kentucky, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Sixth Circuit. 

Dan Sullivan, John Barrasso, John Cor-
nyn, Orrin G. Hatch, Ron Johnson, 
Chuck Grassley, Tom Cotton, Richard 
Burr, James Lankford, Lamar Alex-
ander, John Kennedy, Cory Gardner, 
James M. Inhofe, Michael B. Enzi, John 
Thune, Todd Young, Mitch McConnell. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 100, David Bern-
hardt. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

David Bernhardt, of Virginia, to be 
Deputy Secretary of the Interior. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
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